GMA, Mike A check in ~. 
at St. Luke's for checkup 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO AND 
First Gentleman Jose Miguel Arroyo were at 
St. Luke's Medical Center last night for an 
executive medical checkup, the INQUIRER 
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BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH Some of nature's best elements—earth, water, mount 
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3 suspected Abus killed 


By Alcuin Papa 
and Jeannette |. Andrade 


POLICE YESTERDAY SHOT 
dead three Abu Sayyaf suspects 
and arrested three others in a 
raid in Quezon City that yielded 
evidence purportedly showing 
the group was involved in the 
deadly Batasan bomb attack. 


One of those killed in the Payatas raid 
was a woman. 

"We believe there is a link between the 
suspects and the blast because of the items 
we have recovered,” the chief of the Nation- 
al Capital Region Police Office (NCRPO), 
Director Geary Barias, told reporters. 

One police officer was wounded in the 
raid. 

Barias identified one of those arrested as 
Ikram Indana and said police recovered 
from him a House of Representatives identi- 
fication card which “indicated” he was 
working in the office of a Deputy Speaker. 

Supposedly written on the ID were the 
‘words: "Legislative staff assistant III" and "Of- 
fice of the Deputy Speaker for Mindanao." 

Deputy Speaker for Mindanao Simeon 
Datumanong denied knowing Indana. 
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Another theory: 
Gabriela says it 
was the target 


By Norman Bordadora, 
Alcuin Papa and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


THE GABRIELA WOMEN'S PARTY YESTER- 
day said its representative, Luzviminda Ila- 
gan, could have been the real target of the 
Tuesday night explosion at the House of 
Representatives, and not Basilan Rep. Wa- 
hab Akbar, as the Philippine National Police 
had theorized. 

Ina statement, Gabriela pointed out that 
the PNP sketch of the blast site showed Па- 
gan's van as "closer to the blast” than Ak- 
bars vehicle. It said "this should logically 
make" Ilagan and its other representative, 
Liza Maza, the “plausible targets,” especial- 
ly because the latter's vehicle was "almost 
identical" to Ilagan's, 

Even Speaker Jose de Venecia is not com- 
pletely sold on the PNP theory that Akbar 
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AN ABUNDANCE OF EVIDENCE was found by elements of the Special Action Force when they raided. 


‘Thursday afternoon. In the ensuing shootout with government forces, three members of the terrorist al-Qaida-linked group were killed. 
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Bank turns over P215M in Erap funds to gov't 


By T] Burgonio 


AFTER MORE THAN A WEEK OF 
searching, the Sandiganbayan sheriff 
has managed to recover less than a 
third of the P700 million ill-gotten 
wealth of convicted plunderer ex- 
President Joseph Estrada that the 


antigraft court has ordered forfeited 
in favor of the government. 
‘According to Edgardo Urieta, chief 
judicial staff officer in charge of en- 
forcing the antigraft courts forfeiture 
orders against Estrada, Banco de Oro- 
EPCI has surrendered more than 
P215 million deposited in the name 


of the Erap Muslim Youth Founda- 
tion. 

The Sandiganbayan, which con- 
vieted the 70-year-old Estrada of 
plunder and ordered the forfeiture of 
his bank accounts and property 
amounting to P700 million, issued 
the writ of execution last week to sat- 


Asean charter doesn’t solve Burma problem 


SINGAPORE—SOUTHEAST ASIAN 
nations plan to sign in Singapore next 
week a charter aiming for lofty goals 
in areas such as free trade and human 
rights, even as the 40-year-old group 
wrestles with how to handle the divi- 
sive issue of Burma (Myanmar). 

The West has urged the Association 
of Southeast Nations (Asean) to put 


more pressure on Burma's military 
junta after its crackdown on 
prodemocracy protests, but the 
group's principle of noninterference 
in each other's internal affairs is likely 
to prevail. 

‘The Asean charter, expected to be 
signed on Nov. 20, seeks to give its 
10 member states a legal identi- 


ty—a first step toward their aim of 
establishing a free trade area by 
2015 and a possible European-style 
union. 

As a multinational organization, 
however, Asean could hardly be more 
different from the highly integrated 
and interventionist European Union. 

ASEAN! A4 


By Jerry Esplanada 


IN THE WORDS OF EDUCATION SEC- 
retary Jesli A, Lapus, the Philippines 
did it "with some help from Pinoy dirty 
ice cream," 

Lapus was referring to the country's 


winning one of the six executive board 
seats of the United Nations Education- 
al, Scientific and Cultural Organiza- 
tion during the 34th Unesco general 
conference in Paris last week. 

"A Pinoy sorbetero gave everyone 
samples of our very own dirty ice 


RP wins Unesco seat ‘with some help from Pinoy dirty ice cream’ 


cream at the Unesco headquarters" to 
help the Philippine bid fora seat on. 
the policy-making board, Lapus told 
reporters yesterday. 

Lapus, however, said he was “not 
sure if the ice cream came all the way 
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isfy its Sept. 12 judgment. 

The forfeiture orders were not cov- 
ered by the executive clemency grant- 
ed by President Macapagal-Arroyo to: 
Estrada, the antigraft court said. 

The P215 million represents the 
principal plus interest of the P200 
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Mariannet 
may have 
been raped 


By Inquirer Mindanao 


DAVAO CITY—MARIANNET AMPER, 
the 12-year-old girl who reportedly 
committed suicide on Nov. 2 because 
of poverty, was likely raped, Mayor 
Rodrigo Duterte said yesterday. 

An autopsy of the girl's body re- 
vealed lacerations caused by penetra- 
tion in her genitals and that the liga- 
ture found around her neck was “self- 
inflicted.” 

“May punit ang hymen (The hymen 
was torn),” was how Dr, Tomas Di- 
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Gov't, MILF agree on boundaries 


KL deal куын borders of Muslim homeland in Mindanao 


KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA—THE PHILIPPINE nicipal water limits, and all the ber before a possible resump- 
government reached an agreement yesterday mech ee eee Кае io: 


with the country’s main Muslim separatist group Тһе MILF and the Philippine “Its definitely very good 
i i i _ government were expected to news," Jesus Dureza, the 
on carving out boundaries fora Muslim home- Soke public further details in presidential adviser om the 
land in conflict-ridden Mindanao. Kuala Lumpur later yesterday. peace process, told Reuters in 
The government has wran- ritory had delayed the talks for The breakthrough ends an Manila. 
gled for years with the sepa- over a year and. was a major impasse over the “ancestral do- Dureza said the two sides 
ratist Moro Islamic Liberation stumbling block to an eventual main” agenda that had stalled hoped to sign a formal agree- 
Front (MILF) about the extent permanent peace deal. formal peace negotiations since ment on ancestral domain 
of aself-governed territory that last year. early next year before moving 
would fall under Muslim con- One hurdle less Both sides have held glacially on to discuss what sort of gov- 
trol in the Mindanao region, Thursday's talks in Kuala paced talks in recent years re- ernment the homeland will 
home to the minority Muslims Lumpur appeared to remove the garding ancestral domain, have. 
and the scene of four decades hurdle though others remained. which pertains to territorial That question is one of the 
of insurgency by groups like No MILF leaders were available claims and the control Muslims most vexing as political clans 
the MILE to confirm or deny the report. would wield over natural re- with large private armies in 
“Demarcation [of the home- The two sides still have to sources in Mindanao’s mineral. the south would likely use 
land's boundaries] has been craft the exact text of the agree- rich but economically backward force to prevent any loss of in- 
agreed,” said Rodolfo Garcia, ment next month and sign the areas. fluence in one of the most re- PEACEMAKERS. Chief government negotiator Rodolfo Garcia (left) 
the chief government negotia- deal, likely in January, Garcia source-rich areas of the coun- shakes hand with MILF negotiator Mohagher Iqbal, (right) as chief 
tor, talking to reporters at the said. Another round try. Malaysian government facilitator Othman Abdul Razak looks on. a? 
end of two days of talks with Under the agreement Othman Abdul Razak, thetop The government and the 
MILF negotiators in Kuala reached yesterday, a proposed Malaysian government facilita- MILF have already signed two easy truce has held since July the late 1960s. 
Lumpur. Bangsamoro Juridical Entity tor said on Wednesday thatan- agreements on security and re- 2003. The MILF, which the military 
Disagreements over the size would cover land and maritime other round of exploratory talks _habilitation of conflict-affected RR says has 11,000 fighters, is the 
and wealth of the proposed ter- territory up to the 15-km mu- would be likely in mid-Decem- areas, where а sometime un- Monitoring team largest group battling for self- 
Dureza said the Malaysians rule. Military officials have of- 
had agreed to extend the peace- ten accused the MILF of giving 
ASIA INTERNATIONAL Е Е ed 
A team composed of soldiers, po- Abu Sayyaf extremist group and 
ATA] INC lice and diplomats from Indonesian-besed Jemaah Is- 


; Malaysia, Brunei, Libya and la 

= ysia, Brunei, Libya and lamiyah regional terror net- 
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"The International Monitor- links. 
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JAG ur by 3 to 6 months depend- States hope an agreement with 
TEES as, Philipines ing on the progress of the talks,” the MILF could transform its 
PUSES RUE DETER he added. : vast rural strongholds in Min- 
ENEMA ERDE Là on E RAINS flood Metro Muslims in the south have danao into hubs of economic 
OVER 9,800 MERS TO BE SOLDI gii NOVEMBER 18, 19 & 20 been fighting for their own growth instead of conflict zones 


(Sudan, Honda е Facey? 'eet: ound GMA territory for decades. The thatcould harbor militants with. 
25-35-50 TONS ROUGH TERRAIN CRANES streets, gn G conflict has killed more than links to the al-Qaida interna- 


120,000 people and dis- tional terror network. AP and 
placed at least 2 million since Reuters 
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Unforgettable 
Day with SAM 


* FREE MAKEOVER & SHOPPING 
* FREE DINNER & PHOTO WITH SAM MILBY 
Every P500, pese. entitles you to 1 raffle entry. 


period: 
вш. а? dno 18,2008 


In celebration of our 2 PD. nd Anniversary, we re giving you Q 


BUY 1 TAKE 1 © 
URNING FMS 


from November 12 to 17, 2007 only e 


Fer OCR Pit 3993, ies of 2007 


From her post-pregnancy weight of 146 Ibs., Dawn never imagined her weight could drop 
to 126 lbs. so easily! Her secret? FMS! 


Fat Mobilization System (FMS) eliminates fat and enhances metabolism even while at 
rest! A single FMS session can burn 2,000 calories in only 25 minutes. A satisfied Dawn 
says, "Thanks to FMS | got my figure back, and it's even better than it was before | got 
pregnant! It really helped me lose weight effortlessly and quicker than | thought! FMS is 
so amazing that | highly recommend it to anyone who wants to see results in just 3 weeks!" 


Get the body you want — get it now! Call Marie France today! 


i Call 894-BODY (2639) 


MAKATI ORTIGAS Fromas orato i] ^ Binonoo ALABANG SHAW. CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA + TEL: 961-2981 CEBU + TEL 233-7637. 
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Corrections 


Fabie, 


Sports. 


Nov. 1. 


tion of. 


address: daye 
Complaints about 


number is 897-8808 Local 342. 


IN THE NOV. 15 ISSUE, the front-page 
banner story—"PNP: Akbar was tar- 
get”—misspelled the name of the 
sergeant-at-arms of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. He is Bayani Fabic—not 


IN THE SAME ISSUE, an article on 
Page A9—"GMA appoints 8 new Cabi- 
net usecs'—misspelled the name and 
misstated the designation of one of the 
board members of the government-se- 
questered RPN-9. The RPN-9 director 
is William—not Willian—Tieng; he is 
the chair—not director—of Solar 


IN THE SAME ISSUE, the Across the 
Nation section published the wrong 
photo that was supposed to show 
Sumilao farmers marching on Ma- 
harlika Highway in Guinobatan, Al- 
bay, on Nov. 14. The published pho- 
to showed Sumilao farmers making 
their way on San Juanico Bridge on 


Readers may send their requests for correc- 
jctual errors іп writing to the Day 

Desk, Philippine Daily inquirer, PDI Building, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, 
Makani Gy fax Nos. 997-4799/94; етай 

ek @inquirercom:ph. 

lack of fairness or objec- 

tivity may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read- 
ers advocate, e-mail address: readersadvo- 
cate@inquirercom. ph or fax Nos, 897-47- 
95/94, Attn: Readers Advocate. Her phone 


SUDDEN 
RAINS: 
‘Students 
were already 
In school 
when the 
continuous 
rains caused 
flooding in 
several areas 
in Metro 
Manila. It was 
also raining 
hardin 
central and 
southern 


Luzon, 
REUTERS 


Material Wealth 
and Gain Spiritual 
Abundance at 

the Same Time 


Thins Gods Recruitment Manual 
He ls Raising a New Breed of Millionaires 
Who Are Simple, Loving and Generous. 
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WHAT you don’t know won't hurt 
ou, bui in best-selling author Во 

Secrets of the 
Truly Rich, what you don't know can 


Sanche7’s latest book, 8. 


make you poor forever: 


‘A pleasant revelation, the book 
paves the way for a new breed of truly 

jut before its title makes 
you conjure up images of becoming 


rich people. 


"Discover the 
keys to service 
marketing 
success - from 
the service 
customer's 
viewpoint!" 


"Learn how 
correct service 


dramaticali 
increase your 
market share 
and improve 
your bottom 
line!” 


“Avoid the 
deadly errors 
that can kill 
your marketing 
career!” 


filthy rich right after reading it — like. 
owning several mansions plus vaca- 
tion houses in prime resorts, a BMW, 
Jaguar, and even a jet plane on your 
garage, unlimited spending money 
Z the works! — Bo warns you that 
the book may not be exactly what you 
perceive it to be, 


Dr. Ned Roberto's much awaited Service 
Marketing Success Seminar will be held on 
November 20-21, 2007 at Intercontinental 
Manila, Makati. 


Dr. Ned's Service Marketing Success 
Seminar gives you a powerful program 
that will boost your business and career 
with insight-rich modules from Consumer 
Service Marketing Practice to Integration 
into Database Marketing. 


At the end of the two days, you will learn: 
* How to develop a national marketing 
plan that covers as far as the territory or 
field level, and integrates for actionability 
the territory-by-territory market variations 
and differences. 

* How to plan research-based doable 
service marketing programs that аге 
responsive to both external and internal 
customers. 

* What to be careful about in effectively 
organizing and flawlessly implementing 

а service marketing plan and program. 

* How to be pro-actively accountable for 
their total service marketing program (ie 
your marketing mix) and its components 


sub-programs (ie. marketing mix elements). Ж... 1st att ro vict tig 


“It isn’t about materialism,” he 
writes, “it isn’t about greed,” and as if 
we never expected this, he adds, "it's 
deeply spiritual,” Пе even declares 
that it's not a book, it's God's Recruit- 
ment Manual. In fact, at the start of 
the book proper, he invites readers to 
sign a Membership Form for God's 
New Breed of True Millionaires. 
With the form is a special prayer each 
member applicant must pray each day 
together with a financial goal unul it 
is fulfilled. 

"The fascinating aspect ofthe book 
is Bo's reflection of richness which 
translates not just to material wealth 
but more important, to spiritual abun- 
dance. What you don't know is you. 
can have both 

Page by page, he chronicles 
vignettes from his own life as well 
as everyday happenings in a Filipino. 
lifestyle to bring home the point that 
oftentimes we are clueless about get 
ling rich. He shares his own experi- 
ences of living with the poor as well 
as gives us a peck into the lives of rich 
friends from whom he has learned а 
tip or two. 

"They broke my old stereotypes 
of rich people," he writes. "They are 
incredibly loving and phenomenal 
people and extremely generous!” 

‘And each chapter brings you 
closer to that ultimate dream — and 
more, 

More than the secrets, there are 
other important lessons to be learned 
in the book. Bo explains how you сап 
transform yourself and be financially 
free citing the lives of true people. 
Like applying the Law of Attraction 
— this states that you attract to your 
life your predominant thoughts, 

"The old adage, "it's better to give 
than to receive" is sort of improvised 
in the book. Bo's version, however, 
puts it better: "The more 1 give, the 
more I receive.” 

Finally, Bo stresses the fact that 
“there's no point in becoming wealthy 
for wealth's sake.” You have to read 
the entire book to fully realize this 
and discover how it will impact in 
your life. 


МЕР ROBERTO Ph.D., is one of Asia's leading authorities on 
marketing. He is a much sought after consultant, speaker, author 
and educator. He taught international marketing in Asia’s top 
management school and has been conducting the Applied 
Marketing Research seminar since he conceptualized it in 1981. 
Dr. Roberto has consulted and conducted in-house seminars for 


Fortune 500 companies in the U.S., 


DR. NED ROBERTO’S 
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Intercontinental Manila, 
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I Call Now! 
Limited slots only! 
Hurry! Reserve your seat today! 
Learning Investment Rate: P11,577+12% VAT 
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| From page Al 
“If you are talking about completely free 
investment flows and financial integration, 
it would be a lot more difficult,” said Chua 
Hak Bin, an economist at Citigroup. “There 
is natural suspicion about investments in 
strategic sectors.” 


Principles favor junta 

A final draft of the charter, obtained by 
Reuters, shows the 40-year-old group in- 
tends to hold on to its principles of nonin- 
terference and decision-making by consen- 
sus, both of which have made it hard to act 
on Burma despite Asean's unusually stern 
expression of "revulsion" against Septem- 
ber’s bloody crackdown. 

‘The charter does call for the creation of a 
human rights body, but with no details or 
punitive measures for rogue members. 

“When you have that principle of nonin- 
terference, you can put a lot down in 
words, but it’s so vacant you could drive a 
truck through it,” said Song Seng Wun, 
economist at CIMB. 

‘Asean’s 10 members span the political 
and economic spectrum—Brunei, Burma, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam, Jointly, however, the group’s $1- 
lion economy is slightly bigger than In- 
dia's. 


Economic deals 

Economic deals are still likely to be bilat- 
eral between individual member states, 
such as Malaysia's free trade pact with Pak- 
istan, which was signed on Monday to cut 
import tariffs for palm oil. Diplomats say 
the charter will also make the current op- 
tion of excluding Burma from group deals 
impossible, 

Negotiations on an India-Asean free trade 
agreement are unlikely to witness any 
progress next week, with India wanting to 


Europe and Asia, 


Asean ch rter doesn’t 
solve Burma problem 
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keep tariffs on Southeast Asian exports of 
petroleum and certain agricultural goods de- 
spite Asean’s target of a deal by mid-2008. 

China is hoping for a free trade agreement. 
with Asean by 2010, while Asean is also ne- 
gotiating free trade deals with the European 
Union, Australia, New Zealand and Japan. 

Meetings with leaders from China, 
Japan, India and South Korea will take 
place on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

“It's going to be a slow process. They 
have to attempt something on the big scale 
that is attracting investors to China and In- 
dia," said David Cohen of the consultancy 
firm Action Economics. "But its easier to do 
bilateral deals—look at the Doha round, 
still stuck ina rut." 


Environment issue 
The Asean summit in the city-state will 
also focus on the environment, a huge issue 
їп a region wracked by deforestation, over- 
fishing and rampant development. 
Indonesia, which hosts a United Nations 
meeting next month to discuss a successor to 
the Kyoto Protocol on climate change, has said 
it may lose 2,000 islands from rising seas—a 
potential threat across Southeast Asian coasts. 
The summit declaration is expected to 
say Asean will endeavor to cut by half the 
number of people without access to safe 
drinking water by 2010, implement mea- 
sures to combat pollution such as haze, 
al logging and promote sustain- 
'onmental management. 
Asean is committed to work toward the 
goal of reducing the intensity of energy use 
by 25 percent by 2030 and promote renew- 
able plus nuclear power for those interested. 
Even so, the group recognizes fossil fuels will 
play a major role in the region's energy mix. 
“All the politically correct things to say" 
Song said. "There's big business in trying to 
go green—the priority is still creating jobs." 
Reuters 


WHO SHOULD ATTEND THE SERVICE 


MARKETING SUCCESS SEMINAR? 


SERVICE 


The Service Marketing Success Seminar is 
for executives and managers from: 
"banks and other financial institutions 


‘advertising, creative and design services 


"utility companies 


NAR auditing firms 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Makati City 


‘hospitals, clinics 


"fast food companies 
"airline, travel, hotels, resorts, restaurants 
"telecom companies. 


‘gyms and other fitness centers 
“зраз, salons, and other health and beauty 


"training, consulting, accounting and 
"legal service providers 
‘cable TV service providers 


‘cargo forwarding or courier companions 


‘construction, architecture firms 


"schools and other academic institutions 
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Another theory: 


From page Al 


was the target of the bomb sup- 
posedly left on a motorcycle 
near the south wing entrance of 
the House. 

He said investigators should 
consider the likelihood that the 
explosion that killed four per- 
sons including Akbar and 
wounded 11 others (not 13, as 
earlier reported), including Па- 
gan and Negros Oriental Rep. 
Pryde Henry Teves, might actu- 
ally have targeted the House as 
an institution. 

“That should be looked into,” 
De Venecia said when asked in 
an interview if the bomb attack 
could have been directed at the 
House. “If there was a political 
message that was delivered, 
that should be looked into.” 

Davao City Rep. Prospero No- 
grales, the former House majority 
Jeader who now heads the cham- 
bers contingent to the Committee 
‘on Appointments, said the PNP 
theory was not yet final 

He proposed a “parallel” 
House investigation to provide 
a check to the theory put for- 
ward by the PNB pointing out 
that “the attack was done inside 
our House and not outside.” 

"Im not against [the PNP] 
theory. But that is not yet a veri- 
fied conclusive theory that we 
must take at face value ...” No- 
grales said in a text message. 


Enemies, bodyguards 

PNP investigators are now 
looking into the possible involve- 
ment of Akbars political ene- 
mies, and even his bodyguards, 
according to Director Geary 
Barias, chief of the National Cap- 
ital Region Police Office. 

“Who wanted him dead? We 
could enumerate his political 
enemies, but were they the ones 
who wanted him dead? Those 
are two different things. It 
would not be fair to enumerate 
his political enemies and then 
not come up with anything [to 
show why] they were suspects,” 


Barias said at a press confer- 
ence. 

But Barias said other groups 
were also being considered: 
"There are a lot of possibilities 
on that end. We will just leave 
that to our investigators.” 

He said Akbars bodyguards 
were now also the subject of an 
investigation, considering that 
on Tuesday night, the former 
governor of Basilan was accom- 
panied only by two members of 
his staff when he usually moved 
around with a coterie of securi 
ty personnel. 

Barias reiterated that Akbar 
was the likely target of the blast. 

"We are looking at the logical 
sequence of things that happened. 
In an investigation, there is a logi- 
cal sequence. Most ofthe time, you 
don't see things happening with- 
ош a purpose,” he said. 

He added that the type of bomb 
was significant in establishing the 
motive: “Why come out with a re- 
mote-controlled device and not a 
timed device? That would give us 
an indication of why that type of 
bomb was used.” 

Barias also said the PNP had 
its best lead in the bar code on 
the motorcycle used to deliver 
the bomb. 

“1 think the best thing (we 
have] is the motorcycle. From 
there, hopefully we can estab- 
lish the chain of custody of the 
motorcycle, from the original 
‘ownership down to the time of 
the incident,” he said. 


Allangles 

But Gabriela urged the PNP to 
consider “ай angles" and called 
fora separate investigation. 

Tt said that two days after the 
explosion, the PNP had yet to ob- 
tain “thorough and full accounts” 
from Hagan and Lorraine Galle- 
gos, a member of her staff, or 
from Ismael Lim, Maza’s driver, 
“who were present and are in 
fact victims of this bombing.’ 

The party said it was a 
staunch critic of the administra- 
tion and that Tagan and Maza 
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Gabriela says it was the target 


nm 


PARTY-LIST STALWARTS Teddy Casio of Bayan Muna and Luz llagan of Gabriela file а resolution to 
probe the scandalous cash distribution at the Palace in this file photo. 


were both endorsers of the 
"genuine impeachment com- 
plaint" filed on Monday against 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

The complaint covers the 
controversy over the National 
Broadband Network project 
and the purported bribery that 
attended the contract awarded 
to China's ZTE Corp., the cash 
handouts to lawmakers and lo- 
cal officials in Malacafiang on 
Oct. 11, extrajudicial killings 
and human rights violations, 
and election fraud. 

Gabriela also said its mem- 
bers had been “targets of politi- 
cal persecution, abduction and 
extrajudicial killing under the 
Arroyo administration.” 


No credibility 
Senators likewise cautioned 
against the hasty conclusion that 
Akbar was the target of the blast. 
Minority Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel Jr. said the authorities 


should resolve the matter as 
quickly as possible, adding that 
the opposition was “tempted to 
believe” that the blast could be 
part of a destabilization plot 
“for the purposes of declaring а 
state of emergency.” 

“Tm not ruling that out. The 
problem of the government is 
that it has no shred of credibili- 
ty whatsoever, so that any ex- 
planation on its part is always 
subject to doubt in the minds of 
the people,” Pimentel said. 

In an interview with re- 
porters, Sen. Francis Escudero 
said the PNP should be “more 
prudent" in issuing statements. 

"Tm not saying that the police 
are right or wrong. But they 
should stop making a final con- 
clusion until the investigation is 
over because it only fuels more 
speculation,” Escudero said. 

‘Just because Congressman Ak- 
bar absorbed the full brunt of the 
blast does not mean he was the 


target. The President herself 
sought to discourage making spec- 
ulations on this matter, and I hope 
the police would heed her and 
stop making guesses,” he said. 

Sen. Francis Pangilinan said 
the PNP should act swiftly in its 
investigation and come up with 
conclusive, trustworthy and 
transparent findings. 

“We cannot allow misinforma- 
tion or hearsay to come from the 
PNB just like in the [Oct. 19] Glo- 
rietta 2 mall blast mix-up where 
it issued conflicting statements 
as to whether [the explosion] 
was due to an industrial failure 
ora terror attack,” he said. 

Pangilinan said the PNP had 
not only floated the theory that 
Akbar was the target but also 
suggested that the explosion 
was reminiscent of bomb attacks 
carried out by the Abu Sayyaf. 

He questioned the police for 
raising these possibilities with- 
out saying conclusively that the 


blast wasa terror attack. 


Murder 

On the other hand, Sen. Juan 
Ponce Enrile backed the PNP 
theory and said the killing of 
Akbar was an act of murder. 

According to Enrile, the per- 
petrators found the House's 
south wing entrance the “most 
convenient” place to do the 
deed. “Which is why most of the 
murders happen in your house 
orat your gate,” he said. 

Enrile said the assassination 
was most likely carried out by 
several people who had been dili- 
gently following Akbar’ routine. 

He said it was evident that 
the House was not the target be- 
cause there had been no ex- 
pressed or implied demand 
from the perpetrators. 

"If their purpose was really to 
[intimidate], why not plant the 
bomb inside the session hall it- 
self?" he said. 

As though to back the state- 
ments of the PNP and of Enrile, 
National Security Adviser Norber- 
to Gonzales said that as recently 
as two weeks ago, his office re- 
ceived information on “serious” 
threats against Akbar's life. 


Explosive readily available 
Asked where the threats had 
come from, he said: "We havê 
some intelligent guesses, but 
we're still pursuing them." 

Gonzales also said the explosive 
used in Tuesday night's bombing 
was the type that was commercial 
ly available and in use by mining, 
quarrying and construction firms. 

He said that because he was 
the one issuing permits for the use 
of explosives by the private sector, 
he was now seeking a review of 
“how to monitor inventories on 
those allowed to use them." 

This will prevent “the possi 
ble pilferage of explosives, in- 
cluding those in the hands of 
the private sector” Gonzales 
said in a phone interview. With 
reports from Dona Pazzibugan 
and Christine О. Avendaño 
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Mar Roxas poised to take over LP helm 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. tor, whose term as party presi- 
dent ends on Nov. 30. 

Roxas is affiliated with the 
Drilon wing of the party which 
has been split into two fac- 
tions—the other one being led 
by former Manila mayor Lito 
Atienza—over the two leaders’ 
conflicting stance on President 
Macapagal-Arroyo at фе 
height of the "Hello Garci" 
scandal in 2005. 

Drilon and those allied with 
him joined calls for the Presi- 
деп resignation. 

In March 2006 the Atienza 


wing held an election which 
Chose the Manila mayor as 
president. 

The Supreme Court upheld 
the legitimacy of Drilon's presi- 
dency of the party but remand- 
ed the issue of which faction 
should be recognized to the 
Commission on Elections. The 
Comelec declared the LP as the 
dominant minority party in the 
2007 elections but did not say 
which wing it recognized. 

Sen. Benigno Aquino III yes- 
terday said Roxas was the 
hands-down successor to 


SEN. MANUEL ROXAS IS 
poised to take over the leader- 
ship of the Liberal Party before 
the end of the month on high 
expectations he will lead one of 
the country’s oldest political 
parties back to the forefront in 
the 2010 elections. 

The LP's policy-making body, 
National Executive Council, is 
slated to meet on Nov. 26 to de- 
cide who will take the mantle 
from the incumbent president, 
Franklin Drilon, a former sena- 
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By Norman Bordadora 


HOUSE LEADERS YESTERDAY SAID 
those desiring to unseat President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo can just focus their efforts in the 
2010 presidential elections following the 
dismissal on Wednesday of the third im- 
peachment case against her. 

Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman, vice chair of the 
committee on justice that heard the complaint 
filed by lawyer Roel Pulido, said in a statement 
that it was time people respected Ms Arroyo's 
mandate to serve until 2010. 

“They [the opposition] have been given all 
the opportunities to present their side. Now is 
the right time to work together and for them 
to respect the mandate of this government un- 
til 2010," Lagman said. 

"Let us put an end to this divisive issue. The 
complaint is dead because it has no substan- 
tial value,” he said. 

Davao City Rep. Prospero Nograles, anoth- 
er committee member, said the impeachment 
complaint got a fair treatment. 

"The issue of betrayal of public trust cannot. 
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Drilon as LP chair emeritus 
Jovito Salonga had been rou- 
tinely introducing Roxas as “the 
next President of the Philip- 


Aquino said Roxas’ assump- 
tion to the LP top post should 
lead to a unification of the par- 
‘y's warring factions. 

“Whether 
should remain in office or not 
was not a central issue as it was 
before. The 2010 poses a differ- 
ent challenge for the country 
and we at the LP are gearing up. 
to meet this challenge by con- 


FORGET IMPEACHMENT 


Focus on 2010, GMA foes told 


Quality, 
Durability, 
Service. 


Pulmo-Aidé 


{ NEBULIZER* COMPRESSOR 
by DEVILBISS* 
Made in USA 
3655P 
инш TTE тыр: 691-1715 UPA (МЗ 79-281 PAMPANGA: (9) 63-3110 
PANGASINAN (075) 568-7250 CABANATUAR (044) 840-7912 MAGA: t 474150 CENE ата) 254-2387 
DANAO: (082) 222-4404 ILOR: G3) 320-1413 CAGATAN DE ORC: OER) 836-1199 
Visit our now branchos: NAGA and NUEVA ECIJA 


Available at BYMEPCUPY APUG stores Nationwide 


Exclunively Dietributod by: 


Y medical center trading corporation 


PireorSt, Cor. Shaw Biva.. Panig CY 
e SEED ША 
n _ Fax (0832) 031.7808 Ema madcenQgelocom ph 


solidating our 
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forces,” said 


Aquino-said Roxas's election 
as party president should lay 


the groundwork for his highly 


the — President 


tions for 2010. 


be adequately defined because trust is very 
personal,” Nograles said. 

“Those who oppose the President do not 
trust her at all and there could be no betrayal 
ofa trust that was never there,” he added. 

Senior Deputy Minority Leader Roilo Golez 
of Parafiaque said the House minority never 
touched the Pulido complaint which it consid- 
ered weak and “a sham" that was meant to 
immunize Ms Arroyo from a stronger suit. 

“At the start of this Congress, the minority 
made it clear that it won't be part of an im- 
peachment complaint. It was a member of the 
majority that put the impeachment into.mo- 
tion,” Golez said. 

The House majority coalition, however, 
moved to refer the purportedly weak com- 


anticipated bid for the presi- 
dency in 2010. But it will put 
the party on a collision course 
with its rival, the Nacionalista 
Party, which is in the process of 
rebuilding itself and reviving its 
status as the Grand Old Party. 
The NP is led by Senate Presi- 
dent Manuel Villar, who has not 
been shy either about his ambi- ` 
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plaint to the committee on justice. This en- 
sured that no other impeachment complaint 
would be entertained by the committee for at 
least a year С 

‘The opposition belatedly and unsuccessful- 
ly tried to beef up the Pulido complaint with 
an addendum filed by lawyer Adel Tamano. 

Golez and the members of the minority 
‘walked out of the committee hearings on Mon- 
day after it became clear the Tamano adden- 
dum would not form part of the deliberations. 

The committee on Wednesday voted to dis- 
miss the Pulido complaint for lack of sub- 
stance, 43 to 1. 

‘The House plenary dominated by Arroyo 
allies is expected to uphold the committee de- 
cision next week, 
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The screening and selection Committee formed by the 
President announces that it is accepting applications and 
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Philippines, at least thirty-five years of age, a holder of a college 

. degree,.a member of the Philippine Bar who has been in the 
practice of law for at least ten years, must not have been a 
candidate for any elective position in the immediately preceding 
elections. (Section 1, Article IX-C, Constitution) 


Applications and nominations must be submitted not later 
than 25 November 2007 to the undersigned, 10th Floor, 
Presidential Management Staff Building, Arlegui St., Manila. 


15 November 2007 
Brrr lar 
ENRIQUE D. PEREZ 

Secretary to the 

Screening and Selection Committee 
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HOMEWARD BOUND: The boys try to keep dry as they wait for their “sundo” because school was suspended due to 


the heavy rainfall on Thursday. 


EDWINBACASHAS 


GMA, Mike check in at St. Luke’s ... 


From page Al 


executive checkup at the hospital,” 


| said a Malacafiang source who de- 


clined to be identified for lack of au- 
thority to speak to the media. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
said Ms Arroyo was at the hospital 
to accompany her husband for his 
required checkup after undergoing 
delicate heart surgery in April. 


Back at Palace today 

Bunye said he did not have de- 
tails on whether Ms Arroyo will also 
have a medical checkup. 

“Actually, she will be back (this 
morning) at the Palace for an inter- 


view and pictorial with a European 
magazine,” Bunye said in a text 
message, when asked whether that 
meant Ms Arroyo will be working 
from the hospital. 

Brig. Gen. Romeo Prestoza of the 
Presidential Security Group said 
that he did not know whether Ms 
Arroyo was also scheduled for a 
checkup, only saying that the Chief 
Executive will be going in and out 
of the hospital so she could meet 
some of her appointments in the 
Palace. 

Prestoza said that Ms Arroyo 
was expected to be back at the 
Palace for a dinner meeting last 
night. She was to return to the hos- 


pital later and spend the night 
there. 

Ms Arroyo is expected to return 
to Malacafiang today for a Mass to 
be said for the victims of Tuesday 
night's explosion at the Batasang 
Pambansa in Quezon City. 

Juris Soliman, chief of staff of the 
First Gentleman, said he was ex- 
pected to stay in the hospital at 
most two days. 

Soliman said that the First Gen- 
tleman was actually back at the hos- 
pital for his bi-weekly rehabilitation 
appointment following his surgery 
in April. But it was decided that he 
should have his executive checkup 
aswell. 
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RP wins Unesco seat 
a Asian, Dur bak ae of furniture 


‘with some help from 
Pinoy dirty ice cream’ 
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nomic development 
as the end. 

It also gave the 
country “an oppor- 
tunity to give educa- 
tion the focus it 
rightly deserves be- 
fore a worldwide or- 
ganization,” he 
said. 

Lapus was also 
elected vice presi- 
dent of this years 
Unesco conference. 

Speaking at the 
Unesco ministerial 
roundtable on edu- 
cation and economic. 
development, Lapus 
said the burning is- 
sue before member- 
states “remains the 
gap between princi- 
ple and reality" 

“As ministers of 
education, we prob- 
ably run the biggest. 
bureaucracies in our 
home countries," 
Lapus told the dele- 
gates. 

"In — developing 
countries where in- 
stitutional capaci- 
ties and resources 
constraints are con- 
stant challenges, the 
agenda for educa- 
tion reforms cannot 
be truly effective if 
governments and 
multilateral agen- 
cies are not encour- 
aged enough to ac- 
tually prioritize and 
adhere to the goals 
espoused by Un- 
esco,” he said. 

Lapus said Un- 
esco could exert its 
influence on coun- 
try leaders “to stop 


from Manila or if it 
was prepared by the 


“But they liked 
it,” he said. 

Lapus said the col- 
orful ice cream cart 
was "painted by no 
less than noted Fil- 
ipino artist (Manuel 
D.) Baldemor” re- 
fering to the 
renowned painter 
and sculptor. 

Lapus said the 
Philippine delega- 
tion, led by Foreign 
Secretary Alberto 
Romulo, also hosted 
a cocktail reception 
as part of the cam- 
paign to win the 
seat—"but еге 
was no Filipino 
food, no bartender.” 

Malaysia brought 
a dance troupe of its 


LAPUS: Care by 
Baldemor 


own and held ex- 
hibits to press its bid, 
Lapus described 
the campaigns as 
“man-to-man ... 
gapangan (behind 
the scenes)." 
Despite a 
shoestring budget, 
the Philippines still 
managed to win a 
seat, as did 
Malaysia, he said. 


Close fight 

Ina tightly fought 
election, Malaysia 
and the Philippines 
got 147 and 137 
votes, respectively, 
said Lapus. 

Each memberstate 
was entitled to only 
опе vote regardless of 
its size or contribution 
to the UN organiza- 
tion's budget. 

Lapus will repre- 
sent the country on 
the Unesco board 
and serve a four- 
year term. 

"We shall push for 
Unesco to take a 
more proactive role 
to call for national 
governments to give 
the highest bud- 
getary priority to dysfunctions, such 
education in theory as under-investing 
and practice,” Lapus in education or 
said. , politicization of 

"We shall press school system ге 
for Unesco to lend sources." 
its voice of credibili- — These меге 
ty to free the task of among the impera- 
education from be- tives to make Un- 
ing held down by esco “relevant, 
political forces for proeducation and 
education to be tru- propoor' 
ly for all.” Unesco aims to 

The former Tarlac promote interna- 
legislator said win- tional cooperation 
ning the Unesco on science, culture, 
seat placed the education and com- 
Philippines at the munication, The 
forefront of global Unesco general con- 
policy making with ference is held every 
sustainable eco- two years. 
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Carabaos 
shipped like 
sardines 


By Allison W. Lopez 


IT WAS A SAD DAY FOR "GUYITO" AND HIS 
ilk. 
‘An apparently illegal shipment of 57 
carabaos from Palawan was discovered 
crammed in a small cargo ship that arrived 
at the South Harbor in Manila on Wednes- 
day after four days at sea. 
Some of the carabaos were crowded on the 
deck and could hardly move but Palawan Ani- 
mal Welfare Association founder Jackie Baut 
said more carabaos were on the lower deck and 
were “much worse off” for lack of ventilation. 
Ship owner Harry Chua would only al- 
low the INQUIRER to view the carabaos from 
the street. He did not allow any photos to 
be taken even from a distance. 
Still, it was easy to see that the otherwise 
sturdy, horned animals had to strain might- 
ily in order to change positions. 4 i A 
Baut said 60 carabaos started the trip from zome ишет 
Brooke's Point to a Manila slaughterhouse but - adi Nee, gm 
two died during the journey and were thrown. 
into the sea while one was butchered for food. MONO LASER PRINTER 
"These carabaos are called beasts of burden 
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with Baut on their advocacy. mere г 
Carabaos, which are indigenous to South- Interface: USB 1.1 (Compatible with USB 2.0) 


east Asia, are considered the national animal < OS Compatibility: Windows. Macintosh and Linux 
of the Philippines. Guyito is the name of the ‘+ Special Feature: Toner Save Button 
Philippine Daily Inquirer's carabao-mascot. 

Shipping carabaos for slaughter from 
Palawan is allowed, Baut said, but only if they 
come out of the Puerto Princesa City роп. _ MULTI FUNCTION PRINTERS 

Shipping the carabaos out of Brooke's 
Point violated several regulations, she said. 

“First, there was no veterinary health cer- 
tificate signed by a licensed vet. Second, there : 
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sus Dureza at the Bishops-Ulama Confer- 
ence here yesterday, the President said she 
hoped to appoint a former high court jus- 
tice to head the Comelec. 

But she did not identify the next Comelec 
chair. 

Ms Arroyo said the poll body would un- 
dergo a major revamp in February. 

"While it is true that we are in a democra- 
cy, we need to safeguard the very institution 
that is charged with protecting our people's 
choice of leaders. The role of the Comelec is 
strategic and crucial," the President said. 

Ms Arroyo, who l i - 
б тыыны чаны tup a —— AG FREE 1-800-10SAMSUNG sd 
committee that she has created will submit to 
her a short list of potential Comelec leaders 
who are irreproachable and nonpartisan. 

Ma. Cecilia Rodriguez, Inquirer Mindanao 
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Police assure diplomats they're safe here 


By Cynthia D. Balana 
and Margaux C. Ortiz. 


THE PHILIPPINE. NATIONAL 
Police has assured members of 
the diplomatic community in a 
briefing that the security situa- 
tion was stable despite the ex- 
plosion at the House of Repre- 
sentatives on Tuesday night. 

Interviewed yesterday at the 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
after the briefing, Director 
Geary Barias, chief of the Na- 
tional Capital Region Police Of- 
fice, said the diplomats had 
been assured that there was "no 
need to be concerned about se- 
curity.” 

"There is really no cause for 
worry here. The PNP response 
has been adequate, and the in- 
vestigation is continuing,” 
Barias said. 

Colin Grorkin, deputy head of 
mission of the British Embassy 
in Manila, said he was satisfied 
with the PNP briefing and ruled 
out possible British assistance 
in the investigation. 

Crorkin also expressed confi- 
dence that the police investiga- 
tion would yield good results 
soon. 

“They gave us the facts and 
told us what they were doing. I 
think they are perfectly capable 
of investigating the matter . 
We have an update from the 
PNP and we will wait for [an] 
official statement,” he said. 

But the United Kingdom yes- 
terday renewed its travel advi- 
sory on the Philippines with an 
amendment to the Summary 
and Terrorism section (Explo- 
sion in Metro Manila). 

The advisory said there was 
“a high threat from terrorism 
throughout the Philippines," 
and cited the latest explosion 
оп Nov. 13. 

“Terrorist groups continue 
to plan attacks and have the 
capacity and the intent to car- 
ту out these attacks at any 
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SPECIAL SECURITY: The PNP's elite Special Action Force takes over the security of the Batasang 


Pambansa. Now, every vehicleis thoroughly inspected before itis allowed into the complex. 


time and anywhere in the 
country. Attacks could be in- 
discriminate, including in 
places frequented by expatri- 
ates and foreign travelers," it 
said. 


Better security 

Manuel Perez Iturbe, charge 
d'affaires of the Embassy of 
Venezuela, said he believed that. 
the Philippines had better secu- 
rity than other countries. 

"Venezuela is one country 
that is against terrorism. That is 
global problem. We support 
the Philippine government in its 
struggle against terrorists,” he 
said, adding: 

“1 believe that the Filipino 
people live in peace, and I think 
that the Filipino people and ай 
people in the world are against 
terrorists.” 


Asked whether the explosion 
was directed at a particular 
person, Barias said the evi- 
dence gathered by the PNP at 
the blast site would give inves- 
tigators the best clue possible 
as far as motive was con- 
cerned. 

“For example, the timing de- 
vice, which was a cell phone, al- 
ready indicated that there wasa 
specific target. If it were an act 
of terrorism, the timing device 
could just have been left there,” 
he said. 

Barias pointed out that there 
were many security lapses at 
the House. He cited the flea 
market that had been set up in 
the Batasang Pambansa com- 
pound, saying security should 
have been doubled with the 
presence of outsiders in the 


The flea market has been dis- 
mantled. (See story on Page 
AL) 

Barias also cited the lax 
screening of people coming in 
and out of the compound, in- 
duding those on motorcy- 
cles. » 

Asked if there was a need to 
secure foreign embassies, he 
said he was satisfied with the 
security measures already in 
place. 


Inside pages 

‘The explosion at the Batasan 
compound appears not to have 
affected the Philippine tourism 
industry, with reports of it land- 
ing in the inside pages of Aus- 
tralian, Korean, British and Ger- 
man newspapers, Tourism Un- 
dersecretary Eduardo Jarque Jt. 
told the INQUIRER. 


“We made personal calls all 
over the world shortly after the 
blast took place, and our attach- 
és gave us their feedback in the 
morning,” Jarque said. 

He said the foreign papers 
had reported the explosion as 
being personal in nature—an 
attack on а former-rebel- 
turned-congressman by mem- 
bers of the bandit group Abu 
Sayyaf—and not related to ter- 
rorism or political instability 

“Our office in the United 
Kingdom, in particular, said the 
slant of the news stories on the 
incident indicated that the 
bombing seemed to be a 
reprisal by the Abu Sayyaf 
against [Basilan Rep. Wahab] 
Akbar,” Jarque said. 

He said the reports basically 
indicated that there was “noth- 
ing to worry about.” 

Jarque also said nobody 
brought up the explosion dur- 
ing the ongoing world travel 
market, of which the Philip- 
pines is a participant, in Lon- 
don. 

“Ie is the second biggest an- 
nual travel market in the world. 
We expected questions [regard- 
ing the bombing], but there 
were none,” he said. 

According to Jarque, the De- 
partment of Tourism is not ex- 
pecting prospective visitors to 
cancel their trips to the Philip- 
pines as a result of the explo- 
sion. 

He observed that except for a 
group of 10 tourists from Osa- 
ka, Japan, “there was no cancel- 
lation of trips shortly after the 
Glorietta 2 mall blast last 
month." 


Carrying on 

Tourism Secretary Joseph 
Ace Durano said in an advisory 
that the bombing at the House 
"has been contained and does 
пог reflect the situation in the 
Philippines as a whole." 

“Travel to and from the 


Philippines will carry on and 
services for local and interna- 
tional guests remain in opera- 
tion," he said. 

Durano also said the DOT 
was coordinating with various 
travel and tour operators—such 
as the Philippine Travel Agen- 
cies Association, Philippine 
Tour Operators Association, 
and National Association of In- 
dependent Travel Agencies—to 
monitor the traffic of domestic 
and international visitors to 
major island destinations and to 
ensure the accurate flow of in- 
formation. 

He said the dearth of trip can- 
cellations only proved that the 
Philippines remained an ideal 
travel destination. 

"We expect to achieve our 
goal of bringing in more than 
three million guests this year," 
he added. 


Travel to Mindanao 

But the UK also advised 
against all travel to Mindanao, 
specifically citing Basilan, 
Tawi-Tawi and Sulu, particu- 
larly Jolo, where there are on- 
going military and police op- 
erations against bandit 
groups. 

It said that оп Oct. 5, two 
bombs exploded in Kidapawan 
City, killing two people and in- 
juring 30 others. 

The advisory also noted the 
threat of kidnapping of foreign 
nationals throughout the 
Philippines, particularly on the 
islands and coastal areas of 
Mindanao. 

It said the last kidnapping of 
foreigners took place in June. 

"Kidnappings in other parts 
ofthe Philippines cannot be dis- 
counted, with boats travelling 
to and from offshore islands 
and dive sites as possible tar- 
gets,” it said. 

Around 65,000 British 
tourists visit the Philippines ev- 
ery yeat. 
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METRO MANILANS YESTERDAY 
"woke up to incessant rains that 
flooded streets, causing traffic to 
build up and prompting some 
schools to suspend classes. 

Even President Macapagal- 
Arroyo was forced to cancel a 
trip to Cagayan de, Oro City to 
attend a peace conference. 

“There's по typhoon,” 
weather specialist Robert 
Rivera said in an interview. He 
was quick to say that the rain 
was spawned by the tail-end of 
the cold front. 

The light to moderate rain- 
fall, which began late Wed- 
nesday, caused flash floods 
and traffic buildup in some 
parts of the metropolis yester- 
day. 

Classes in public elementary 
and high school levels in Manila 


Viet exile 
sentenced for 
RP bomb plot 


LOS ANGELES—A VIETNAMESE-AMERICAN 
was sentenced to 14 months in federal prison 
Wednesday as part ofa plea deal in which he ad- 
mitted his part in a plot to bomb Vietnam's em- 
bassy in the Philippines. 

Vinh Tan Nguyen, a member of the Garden 
Grove, California-based exile group Govern- 
ment of Free Vietnam, was sentenced by US 
District Judge Christina Snyder after pleading 
guilty last month to one charge of misusing a 
US passport to aid in an act of terrorism. 

Nguyen, 51, admitted using his brother's 
passport in 2001 to fly from Los Angeles to 
Manila, where he lived in homes that stored 
explosives intended for use on Vietnamese 
government facilities. 

He also confessed to testing bombs in 
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air from 
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and Mandaluyong City were 
suspended by their respective 
mayors, Alfredo Lim and Ben- 
hur Abalos, yesterday morning. 
Pasay and Valenzuela cities also 
suspended 


Continuous rain also hit cen- 
tral and southern Luzon, and 
was strongest in Bicol Region 
which lies in the direct path of 


The cold front results from 
the convergence of the cold 
from the northeasterly 
winds and the relatively warm 


convergence 
clouds, the weather forecast- 


“This type of weather will 
continue for the next 24 hours. 
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Rains flood Metro streets, ground GMA 


said. 


classes, it was  Atthelast minute, 


front, according to chief Brig. 


Prestoza. 


.. but we advised hı 
weather was 


the easterly winds. 
produces 
sons. 


Ms Arroyo was to address 
the opening ceremony of the 
Conference 


Bishops-Ulama 


There's a tendency for the 
weather to gradually improve. 
It will still be rainy, but there 
will be less amount of rain,” he 


, Ms Arroyo 
was advised by the Presidential 
Security Group (PSG) against 
pushing through with her Ca- 
gayan de Oro trip due to the 
bad weather, according to PSG 
Gen. 


"[She] was determined to go 


really bad,” 
Prestoza said in a phone inter- 
view. He denied that the can- 
cellation was for security rea- 


AFP-PNP Forum for peace 
scheduled for 2"p.m. at Pryce 
Plaza Hotel. 

On Wednesday, Palace offi- 
cials said the President would 
not cancel any of her sched- 
ules following a bomb explo- 
sion at the Batasang Pambansa 
in Quezon City on Tuesday 
that killed Basilan Rep. Wahab 
Akbar and three other per- 
sons. 

But Prestoza said it would 
be difficult to ensure her safe- 
ty when dealing with bad 
weather. Ms Arroyo was sup- 
posed to use her Lear jet from 
Clarkfield, Pampanga where 
she had spent the previous 
night. 

Ms Arroyo earlier went to 
Pangasinan to attend the birth- 
day party of Pangasinan Rep. 
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Rachel Arenas. From Pangasi- 
nan, Prestoza said she and her 
entourage were supposed to re- 
turn to Clark and fly out to 
Мапйа via helicopter but 
ditched the plan because of 


heavy rain and zero visibility. 

They were forced to travel by 
land to Manila. Reports from 
TJ Burgonio, Christine O. 
Avendaño, Allison W. Lopez 
and Kristine L. Alave 
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Department of Jus- 
tice and the Federal 
Public Defender's 
office after business 
hours Wednesday 
night were not im- 
mediately returned. 
About 200 
protesters picketed 
the courthouse call- 
ing for Nguyen's re- 
lease. АР 
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Quirino's 117th birthday marked today HMO deal above board, 


VURETERERUEUENSUPUP 


THE117t BIRTHDAY OF THELATE 
President Elpidio Quirino will be ob- 
served simultaneously today in Vi- 
gan, Ilocos Sur, and Manila. 

А graduate of UP Law School, 
Quirino started his 45-year career 
as clerk in the Philippine Commis- 
sion, where he caught the attention 
of then President Manuel Quezon. 
He became Quezon's secretary and 
eventually served in his Cabinet as 
secretary of interior, He became a 
congressman of Ilocos Sur from 


1919 to 1925 and senator from 
1925 to 1931. 

‘After the founding of the Liberal 
Party in 1946, he ran for vice presi- 
dent as running mate of President 
Manuel Roxas. After Roxas died of 
heart attack in 1948, Quirino as- 
sumed the presidency. He later re- 
tained the presidency when he was 
electechin 1949 

‘The commemoration of his 117th 
birth anniversary will include a 
7:30 a.m. Mass at the San Anto 
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Church and a program and wreath 
laying at the South Cemetery led by 
Mayor Alfredo Lim, granddaughter 
Cory Quirino and several Liberal 
Party leaders. 

In Vigan, Ilocos Sur, Msgr. Rory 
Reyes, grand-nephew of President 
Quirino, will officiate Mass at the 
Vigan Cathedral followed by a 
wreath laying at the Quirino Shrine 
at the town plaza led by Eddie 
Quirino, а grandson, and Gov. DV 
Savellano. 
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says LandBank union 


OFFICIALS OF THE LAND BANK OF THE 
Philippines Employees Association (LBPEA) 
yesterday defended as above board and 
transparent the P378 million contract be- 
tween the union and Maxicare Healthcare 
Corp., a health maintenance organization. 
“We did everything by the book,” said LB- 
PEA President Maria Lourdes D. Pineda in 
response to allegations of non-transparency 
and favoritism in signing up with Maxicare. 
Some members of LBPEA had questioned 
the awarding of the health insurance con- 
tract to Maxicare without public bidding. 
The LBPEA head explained that as far 
back as 2004, a survey was conducted to see 
what HMO the union membership wanted. 
Prior to settling with Maxicare, Pineda ex- 
plained that a thorough comparative study 
of the existing HMOs was made to deter- 
mine which outfit can give the best service 
to the 6,300 strong union membership scat- 
tered in 17 provinces across the country: 
“Quality of service is the greatest concern 
of the membership. Maxicare had that in its 
favor with facilities that can accommodate 
the bulk of our members,” stressed Pineda, 
adding that 70 percent of its union members 
are outside the National Capital Region. 
Pineda said the selection process was 
thorough, went through the proper chan- 
nels and everything was on record. 
She added that a study was even con- 


ducted last April before the contract with 
Maxicare was renewed, 

“Comparing the middle management as- 
sociation to us is like comparing oranges to 
lemons,” Pineda pointed out, saying the or- 
ganizational demographics are different with 
the latter’s membership based in Manila. 

"Definitely, we have nothing to hide. We 
just want to set the record straight,” she said. 

Pineda, however, stressed that as the sole 
and exclusive bargaining agent recognized 
by Land Bank, it is within LBPEA' power to 
negotiate the annual medical benefits won 
by the union in its collective negotiation 
agreement (CNA) which translates to en- 
rollment in a HMO, 

“To set the record straight, the selection 
of the HMO is well within the powers of the 
union and is the realization of the total an- 
nual medical benefit won by the union in its 
collective negotiation agreement (CNA) 
inked last May 2002,” Pineda said. 

Maxicare has been the HMO of the LB- 
PEA since 2004. 

Pineda viewed with suspicion the timing 
of the issues raised against the union. 

Established in 1978, LBPEA is the rank and 
file union of the Land Bank of the Philippines 
(LBP) covering 17 regions from Batanes to Jolo. 
Land Bank is the fourth largest financial institu- 
tion in terms of assets and is the official deposi- 
tory bank of the Republic of the Philippines. 
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Senator seeks law to protect kids fro 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


DESCRIBING THE INTERNET 
as the new "nanny" Sen. Ra- 
mon Revilla Jr. said the Philip- 
pines badly needed a law 
against pornographic web sites 
since children left alone who 
surf the net usually had easy ac- 
cess to such sites. 
During a hearing Wednesday 
of the Senate committee on 
public information and mass 
media, which he chairs, Revilla 
said the extent of obscenity in 
cyberspace had reached alarm- 
ing levels. 
"The movie actor-senator said 
that based on data provided by REVILLA 
antichild pornography groups, 
parents who let their children and telcos to cooperate with the 
surf the Internet unsupervised authorities. He said cases in- 
‘were making them susceptible volving pornography, whether 
to online pornography. online or print, did not prosper 
"By allowing perpetrators in court because of the dearth of 
greater, easier and faster access laws against the offense. 
io child pornography and , Revilla said online pornogra- 
pornography in general, the phy had become a multibillion- 
growth of the Internet in recent dollar worldwide industry. 
years has created a new s Citing a survey posted on the 
of challenges to law enforce- website www. TopTenRe- 
ment agencies targeting sexual views.com, Revilla said the 
exploitation,” Revilla said in a Philippines ranked eighth 
statement. among countries with the high- 
“Tt is not only about the chil- est estimated revenues from 
dren accessing pornography, pornography. 
but also about children depict- According to the survey, he 
ed as engaging in sexual activity said, online pornography in the 
with adults and other children. Philippines had generated an 
‘They are the first and foremost estimated $1 billion, the same 
victims of child sexual abuse,” asin Canada and Taiwan. 
he said. China topped the survey 
At the hearing, National Bu- ап estimated $27.40 billion rev- 
reau of Investigation supervis- enue from pornography fol- 
ing agent Palmer Mallari said lowed by South Korea with 
that Internet service providers $25.73 billion, Japan $19.98 
(ISPs) and telecommunication billion, the United States 
companies often invoked the $13.33 billion, Australia $2 bil- 
right of confidentiality of their lion, the United Kingdom $1.97 
clients when law enforcement billion and Italy $1.40 billion. 
agencies sought to retrieve In- “We are not legislating 
ternet data to be used as evi- morality but we must provide 
dence against purveyors of cy- an adequate law that would 
ber pornography. protect our children and other 
Mallari said there should bea citizens from this peril,” Revilla 
law that would obligate ISPs said. 


THE DAILY GOSPEL: 


Friday, November 16, 2007 
32nd Week in Ordinary Time 
Margaret of Scotland / Gertrude 
1st Reading: Wis 13: 
Gospel: Luke 17:26-37 

Jesus said to his disciples, "As it was in the days of Noah, so will it be 
оп the day the Son of Man comes. Then people ate and drank; they 
took husbands and wives. But on the day Noah entered the ark, the 
flood came and destroyed them all. Just as it was in the days of Lot: 
people ate and drank, they bought and sold, planted and built. But on 
the day Lot left Sodom, God made fire and sulfur rain down from heav- 
‘en which destroyed them all. So will it be on the day the Son of Man is 
revealed, 

"On that day, if you are on the rooftop, don’t go down into the house 
to get your belongings, and if you happen to be in the fields, do not 
turn back. Remember Lot's wife. Whoever tries to save his life will lose. 
himself, but whoever gives his life will be born again. д 

"tell you, though two теп аге sharing the same bed, it may be that 
one will be taken and the other left. Though two women are grinding 
com together, one may be taken and the other left.” 

Then they asked Jesus, "Where will this take place, Lord?" And he 
answered, "Where the body is, here too will he vultures gather” 
Gommentary 

Are we wise or foolish? What do we know of the awesomeness of. бой 
or God's creation and thoughts? Creation is often called the first book of 
wisdom and the revelation of God. How are we treating this revelation 
and using its resources: air, water land, trees, plants, and ай its riches 
shared with us? Do we keep reading what the universe says of God to us? 
‘And what does our God in Jesus say to us? God will come to judge the na- 
tions and each human being. If that judgment was this year, soon to 
come, would we be able to rejoice that it was time for our lives to be ren- 
dered before God and to give God back this world that has been entrusted 
to us for our living, our use, and our sharing with those who come after 
us? Or would we be begging for another chance, another year, another 
lifetime, to make amends and heal the earth and one another? These are 
the questions of this year’s endtimes, and always it is а gift of God's pa- 
tience offered again to us. 
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Aftershock 


HE BOMBING OF THE BATASAN LAST TUESDAY 

| was both brutal and unprecedented. Nails were 

used as shrapnel in the improvised explosive for the 

first attack on Congress, on record. And yet we can char- 

acterize much of the initial public reaction as indifferent 
at best, blasé at worst, Been there, suffered that. 

Let us not take into account the text jokes about con- 
gressional sources of methane gas 
that started circulating an hour or so 
after the bombing; resorting to jokes 
is a time-hallowed way of coping with crises. But the 
stock market, that barometer of investor (and upper- 
class) sentiment, rose a remarkable 2.3 percent on 
Wednesday, on the back of good economic and corporate 
hews from Wall Street and as a result, market analysts 
said, of wide public acceptance of the police investigators’ 
working theory. The police, as early as Wednesday morn- 
ing, were already working on the assumption that the 
bombing was directed at a specific target—controversial 
Basilan Rep. Wahar Akbar—and was thus an isolated if 
still tragic incident. 

“We do not feel that this was part of an organized at- 
tempt to terrorize,” said Sergio Ortiz-Luis Jr. of the 
Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Veteran 
analyst Luz Lorenzo minimized the bombing’s economic 
costs, although with the necessary caveat: “Sentiment 
may be affected temporarily, but if it [the explosion] is 
addressed properly, then it should not do any permanent 
damage.” 

Even more important, from the point of view of public 
perception, the manufacturing company, Splash Corp., 
did not even hesitate about whether to continue with the 
listing of its shares yesterday. “The Philippines has sound 
‘economic fundamentals. The outlook for corporate earn- 
ings is still good. The market ignored the bombing and its 
strong performance is a good sign for us to go ahead with 
the listing,” Splash chief finance officer EmmanuelManu- 
com said. 

The country’s dollar traders discounted the import of 
the Batasan bombing too; last Wednesday, it ended five 
centavos stronger. 

The remote-controlled bombing—which resulted in 
the killing of Akbar, the wounding of two other congress- 
men and 11 more victims, and the death of three more in- 
nocents—stunned many Filipinos, if we judge by the 
feedback the Inquirer has received. But the sense of out- 
rage does not seem to be there. 

In part, this may be because of the controversial Akbar, 
a former member of the Abu Sayyaf and a three-term 
governor of Basilan; in part, perhaps, because of the lost 
Juster of the House of Representatives as an institution 
of democracy. Or it could be that the spiral of violence 
that seems to afflict our politics and attend our politi- 
cians (how many barangay officials were killed during 
the brief barangay election season?) has led us, willy- 
nilly, to some sort of bad news fatigue. Been there, en- 
dured that. 

A news report by Ces Drilon on ABS-CBN on Wednes- 
day night drew a balanced picture of public opinion in 
Basilan, where Akbar held sway for many years and 
where one of his wives is incumbent governor and an- 
other one is mayor of the biggest town, where the slain 
congressman did not lack for both ardent friends and 
mortal enemies. In a word, his sudden death grieved 
some, unsettled many and was received fatalistically by 
the rest. 

The same picture seems to be forming of public opinion 
about the bombing in general: Some see it as a terrible 
omen of things to come, a possibly diversionary attack on 
Congress. Many see it as bad news, making us uneasy for 
a time and then quickly forgotten in the daily grind. The 
rest see it as an act of fate, something beyond our control, 
and thus beneath our interest. 

To be sure, horrific images of the blast, including the 
photograph that appeared in this newspaper yesterday, 
showing a burned-down luxury vehicle with a congress- 
man’s license plate—thàt unmistakable 8—still intact, 
and recognizable, will continue to be available in many 
forms, in print or online, on television or by MMS. What 
will their impact be on the young, those who are still tak- 
ing their measure of the society we live in? We do not 
know which is worse: they see the shocking images as an 
omen of a bleak future, or they don't see anything wrong 
with them at all. 
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NOW I АМ READY TO BELIEVE THAT THE 
Batasan blast was caused by methane gas. 

‘Why? Because of three things: 

1 Methane is produced by roning garbage. 
‘The Batasan is full of dirt and trash, di ba? 

2. Methane is produced by shit, and mem- 
bets of the Batasan are full of shit. 

3. Methane is produced in a septic tank. The 
Batasan is one big septic tank. 

Congressmen can now say they earned 
the "cash gifts" (translation: bribes) dis- 
‘tributed in Malacafiang. 

Malacafiang can say the "distribution" 
was worth it. 

‘The Manotok family is fighting land battles 
оп two fronts: їп the case involving the Maysilo 
Estate in Malabon-Caloocan-Valenzuela-Que- 
zon City; and in the case involving the Man- 
oto Barque in Matandang Balara, QC Being 
prime property, the two land areas are we 
billions of pesos. The portion of Maysilo Estate 
being contested is 300 hectares; the Matan- 
dang Balara property, beside Ayala Heights 
and the Capitol Golf Course, is 34 hectares. 

‘The Supreme Court has already ruled on the 
two cases—against the Manotoks. But the family 
has successfully made the tribunal reopen the cas- 
ез. The final Supreme Court decision will have а 
big impact on the country's Torrens titling system. 

"The Manotoks have sent me two letters ex- 
plaining their side on the cases after I devoted 
two columns on them. This is their version of 
the cases: 

The Maysilo Estate case. More than 300 
hectares of the 1,660-hectare estate are being 
claimed by Jose B. Dimson, a lawyer who filed 
his claim several years ago. Dimson says that 
Original Cerificate of Title (OCT) $94, the 
mother title of 25 percent of the property he is 
claiming, (the bigger portion is being claimed 
by the so-called Rivera heirs of Maria de la 
Concepcion Vidal) was issued on April 19, 
1917. On the other hand, the Manotoks and 
Aranetas have OCT 994 dated May 3, 1917. 
The Supreme Court has ruled that since the 
Rivera tide antedates that of the Manotok- 
‘Araneta title, then the earlier title is superior. 


Eerie resemblances in Pakista 


AMERICANS HAVE A FUNNY TERM FOR IT: 
“separated at birth.” The resemblances are so 
uncanny that the Philippines can certainly 
sympathize with a Pakistan forced to choose 
between a dictator who says he declared mar- 
tial law in order to save democracy and a 
democratic opposition slowly rallying around 
a woman leader, daughter of a former presi- 
dent and married to a polo playing husband 
linked to almost every corruption scandal 
while she was prime minister. 

Gen. Pervez Musharraf seized power in a 
bloodless coup in October 1999. Prime Minis- 
ter Nawaz Sharifhad sacked him as army chief, 
which the generals rejected. Sharif shut down 
the Karachi airport to prevent Musharraf's 
plane from landing. The generals staged a 
coup until the plane had just a few minutes of 
fuel to spare. Musharraf landed, and the 
sacked became the sacker. Musharraf immedi- 
ately placed Sharif under house arrest and sent 
him off o exile. 

1n 2001, Musharraf appointed himself presi- 
dent, and in 2002, amended the constitution 
to grant him the power to fire the prime minis- 
ter and disband parliament. Two weeks ago, 
on Nov. 3, he declared a state of emergency, 
suspended the constitution, and fired the 
‘Supreme Court chief justice. Military troops 
have shut down a TV station, arrested opposi- 
tion leaders, and violently dispersed pro- 
testers. They have warned the media that any 
criticism of the president would be punishable 
by three years in jail and a $70,000 fine. 

‘And guess to whom their nation tums to 
save democracy? Benazir Bhutto, the bright, 
charismatic daughter of a former president. 
She served as prime minister twice between 
1988 and 1996. She initially “mesmerized” the 
nation but the “euphoria faded fast [as] news- 
papers [reported] dubious deals,” mainly in- 
volving her husband, Asif Ali Zardari, who was 
said to have "turned his marriage to Ms Bhutto 
into a source of virtually unchallengeable pow- 
ег” Compared to his Oxford educated wife, his 
only claim to “higher education was a stint at a 
‘commercial college in London.” 


As 1 See It 


Neal H. Cruz 


The Land Registration Authority (LRA), 
however, has said the Dimson OCT is spurious, 
that it is non-existent and that it could have 
been “an elaborate scam perpetrated at the 
Caloocan City Register of Deeds.” The register 
of deeds, lawyer Yolanda Alfonso, and her 
deputy, Norberto Vasquez Jr, admitted during 
а Senate investigation that they changed the 
date of the Rivera title to April 19, 1917 for un- 
explained reasons, for which reason both of 
them have been charged criminally. 

Testimonies in previous court cases also estab- 
lished that Vidal was only 9 years old when De- 
cree 36455 over the land was issued on Dec. 3, 
1912, while her supposed grandson, Bartolome 
Rivera, was already 65 years old when he testi 
fied in a Pasig court in 1963. "This is a fantastic 
case of the grandson being older than the grand- 
mother” said a report of the Land Registration 
Commission (now the LRA) in 1981. 

Bartolome was the only surviving son of 
Severo Rivera, a son of Vidal who died in 1907. 
The mother was only 4 years old when she 
gave birth to Severo! 

The other case, Manotok vs Barque, also 
concerns two conflicting certificates of ti- 
tles to 34 hectares of prime land in QC, 
known as the Manotok Compound. The 
Monotoks, who actually live on the proper- 
ty, claim that they acquired the land from 
the government in 1920. The other title is 
held by the heirs of Homer Barque who is 
said to have bought the land in 1975. 

After the 1988 fire that destroyed the QC 
Register of Deeds records, ће Manotoks ap- 
plied for reconstitution and obtained the re- 
constituted title in 1991. The Barques ap- 
plied for reconstitution of their own title in 


Passion 
FOR REASON 


Raul C. Pangalangan d 


Zardari rode “roughshod over the bureau- 
cracy although he had no formal economic 
powers,” making no attempt to disguise his in- 
terference and “invoking his wife's authority 
‘when ordering officials to override regulations 
meant to prevent graft in the assignment of 
contracts.” Investigators estimated more than 
$1.5 billion in illicit payoffs in virtually every 
sphere of government activity: the privatiza- 
tion of state-owned assets, awarding of broad- 
cast licenses and permits for power projects, 
granting of a monopoly for rice exports, the 
purchase of airplanes for the Pakistan Air 
Lines, the assignment of textile export quotas, 
granting of oil and gas exploration permits, 
and even raids into pension funds. 

Benazir defended her husband. “He's a very 
generous person,” she said. “His weakness, 
and his strength, is that he's always trying to 
help [the Pakistani] people.” 

‘When Zardari wanted a protected nature re- 
serve to be bulldozed into a polo field and di- 
verted $1.3 million from the parks and recre- 
ation fund, a senior government official balked. 
‘That official later testified that Zardari "categor- 
ically told me that he does not appreciate his or- 
ders [being] examined and questioned by any 
authority” I guess that’s the long-winded Pak- 
istani way of saying, “Back off!” 

Benazir was later convicted for taking kick 
backs while in office, sentenced to five years in 
prison and barred from holding public office. 
(This was later vacated on appeal.) She was in 
London at that time, and remained in exile un- 
ЧЇ Musharraf issued a "reconciliation ordi- 
nance” dropping all remaining corruption 
charges last Oct. 18 (hereabouts, Erap's own 
pardon would come one week later on Oct. 25) 


1996. This started the case that is now with 
the Supreme Court en bane. 

The LRA ordered the reconstitution of the 
Barque title. The Manotoks appealed to the 
Court of Appeals who sustained the LRA and 
ordered the cancellation of the Manotok ti- 
tle. The Manotoks went to the Supreme 
Court, raising a number of issues: 

1. Whether the LRA has jurisdiction to 
rule on the validity of the Manotok title. 

2. Whether the CA may assume jurisdic- 
tion over the cases. 

. Whether the CA may order the cancel- 
lation of the Manotok title and the reconsti- 
tution ofthe Barque tile, 

In a majority decision penned by Justice 
Consuelo Ynares-Santiago, the Supreme 
Court's First Division: 

1. Upheld the LRA decision declaring the 
Barque title as genuine (based on the own- 
er's duplicate certificate of title) and the 
Manotok title as spurious. It added that the 
LRA has jurisdiction to act on petitions for 
administrative reconstitution. Logically, the 
Court said, the LRA can declare a title sham 
orvalid on its face. 

2. Ruled that the Court of Appeals properly 
exercised its appellate jurisdiction over the 
judgment of the LRA. “No useful purpose will 
be served if the determination of an issue is 
remanded to the trial court only to have its 
decision raised again to the Court of Appeals 
and then to the Supreme Court," it said. 

3. Said that the Manotoks were not de- 
prived of “their property” without due pro- 
‘cess when the Court of Appeals ordered the 
cancellation of their title even without a di- 
rect proceeding in the Regional Trial Court. 
By opposing the petition for reconstitution 
and by submitting their reconstituted title, 
the Manotoks acquiesced to the authority of 
the reconstituting officer, the LRA, and the 
Court of Appeals, and recognized their au- 
thority to pass judgment on their title. 

Although the Supreme Court decision has 
become final and executory, the Manotoks 
were able to have the Court en banc reopen 
the case. This is now the case which the 
Supreme Court has to resolve. 


n’s dilemma 


to enable her to return and join forces with the 
increasingly beleaguered Musharraf. 

(They even have their equivalent of Sena- 
tors Robert Jaworski and Freddie Webb, in the 
person of celebrity cricketer Imran Khan, who 
captained Pakistan's team to win the 1992 
Cricket World Cup. He heads the political party 
Movement for Justice, and is now under house 
arrest as well.) 

Ies like Philippine history telescoped to skip 
a few decades, and we end up witha Ferdinand 
Marcos minus the UP law degree (and oh the 
juridical brain that can concoct a “constitution- 
al authoritarianism”) opposed by a Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo returning in glory, her past 
shenanigans forgotten. 

The last Philippine resemblance, though, is 
in the role of the Supreme Court. One of the 
first acts of Musharraf earlier in his tenure was 
to make the judges take a new oath to uphold 
his government (and many rejected it and paid 
the price), and twice to fire the independent- 
minded Chief Justice Iftikhar Chaudhry, first in 
March 2007 (but he was reinstated by the 
Court in July) and then when the emergency 
was declared in November, as the Chaudhry- 
Jed Court seemed poised to nullify Musharraf's 
most recent election to a fresh five-year term 
as president. The Court most recently struck 
down the state of emergency. 

Just like Pakistan, our democracy has mere- 
ly brought corrupt elite politicians into power, 
and they simply take their turn at the till and 
alternately accuse the other of corruption. We 
are so at a loss that some Filipinos now seem 
open to fascist rule all over again. The Pak- 
istani experience should warn us that those 
who seek a local Lee Kuan Yew might end ир 
with a Pinoy Pervez Musharraf; that we should 
guard against well-born kleptocrats posing as 
saviors of democracy; and that we must ensure 
that courts become truly the “schoolmasters of 
the republic,” insulated from the politics of 
power so that they dedicate themselves to the 
nobler politics of norms. 


Comments to passionforreason@gmail.com 
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THE BOMBING OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESEN- 
tatives last Tuesday, killing Basilan Rep. Wahab 
Akbar and three other people, was, on record, the 
first-ever bombing attack on Congress, which cel- 
ebrated its centenary this year. 

A number of congressmen had been assassinat- 
ed in the past in the heat of political campaigns, ei- 
ther in their homes or their districts. But violence 
had never invaded the premises of this venerable 
institution that has been, until last Tuesday, the 
bedrock of Philippine representative democracy, 
claiming the life of one of its members. 

Provincial officials, governors as well as may- 
ors, have been killed and assaulted, either in their. 
homes, offices or public places. These were at- 
tacks on their persons and these did not traduce 
the authority of the institutions they represented. 

Thisis the dimension of the bombing that truly 
makes it more significant than the climate of vio- 
lence that has recently enveloped the country in- 
cluding the explosion at the Glorietta 2 shopping 
‘mall and the killing of officials of the Commission 
on Elections. 

There have been attacks in Congress in the past, 
the most memorable of which was the attack on. 
President Ferdinand Marcos and Imelda Marcos 
оп Jan. 26, 1970, as they boarded their car at the 
driveway of the historic legislative building, the 
birthplace of Philippine representative democracy, 
during the student rebellion of that era. Despite 
the high intensity of social and political unrest at 
the time, the activists vented their rage on Marcos 
and never attacked members of Congress. The 
bombing of the Batasan and the death of Akbar 
thus mark the lowest point of public respect for 
and veneration of public office inthe Philippines. 

Prior to the bombing, the highest symbol of 
state power in the country, the presidency, had 
drawn most ofthe violence stemming from rebel- 
lions against state power. On Jan. 30, 1970, three 
days after the attack on Marcos at the old 
Congress, up to 50,000 students stormed Mala- 
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cafiang, and the army was called in to protect the 
seat of power from the mob and to save Marcos 
and his family from physical harm. On May 1, 
2001, mobs of urban poor partisans of deposed 
President Joseph Estrada stormed the Palace in 
protest against his arrest after plunder charges 
had been filed against him. 

But Congress and its members were spared the 
violence in their own domain. 

Despite the shenanigans of lawmakers and all 
the scandals involving the abuse of the pork-bar- 
rel allocations, the kickbacks from pork-barrel 
funded projects, junkets and profligate spending, 
Congress projected the image as a counterpoise 
to the abuse of power by the presidency. This has 
been one of its redeeming assets. As one of the 
two most powerful political institutions of Philip- 
pine democracy, Congress has remained more im- 
mune to violent attacks on its institution and its 
members than the presidency. It has, despite its 
faults, managed to emerge from the numerous 
crises of the republic as the people's forum, serv- 
ing as their voice, despite the fact that it has 
proved to be the base of elite interests and lobby 
groups for narrow private interests. 

‘This context is important in determining the re- 
sponsibility for last Tuesday's bombing, and the 
message it sent. Various theories have come up to 
pinpoint responsibility. The police have uncovered 
evidence that the bomb was planted on one of the 
motorcycles at the parking bay of the Batasan 
south wing and was directed and controlled by а 
timing device. This prompted them to offer the 
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tentative explanation that Akbar was “a likely tar- 
get,” and it was “personality-oriented because Ak- 
bar was closest to the bomb, and the target could 
not have been the House as an institution.” 

This theory follows the line that the bombing 
was a terrorist act linked to the Abu Sayyaf. It 
proposes that the bombing was payback for Ak- 
bar's accusation that the Abu Sayyaf bandits be- 
headed government troops in Basilan in July. It 
has been pointed out that Akbar used to be allied 
with the Abu Sayyaf in the past. Speaker Jose de 
Venecia asserted on the night of the explosion 
that there was "the possibility of a terrorist, an 
anarchist and extremist who wants to destabilize 
-.. the national government.” 

“The tentative police explanation tends to par- 
allel the payback, personalistic theory and to con- 
tradict the theory that the bombing was an attack 
оп the House as an institution. PNP Director Gen- 
eral Avelino Razon has said there was “no basis" 
to say the explosion was part of a plot to destabi- 
lize the government. 

De Venecia's view, however, magnifies the at- 
tack as a grave threat to the institutional founda- 
tions of representative democracy anchored on 
Congress and veers away from the theory that the 
bombing was a violent manifestation of disen- 
chantment with Congress rather than just a result 
of violent politics in Akbar's home province. 

Of course, the police have not ruled out other 
explanations. Among those injured was a leftist 
member of Congress, Gabriela party-list Rep. 
Luzviminda Ilagan, raising the possibility that the 
bombing was also intended against the Left, 
whose political activism has created political ene- 
mies among the conservative sector in our securi- 
ty forces. 

While nothing has crystallized to confirm any 
of these theories, it can no longer be ignored that 
the culture of violence surrounding representa- 
tive democracy in the Philippine has invaded the 
once sacrosanct precincts of Congress. 


Violent end for man who wanted peace 


WHETHER OR NOT HE WAS INDEED THE TAR- 
get of the bomb that went off at the House of Rep- 
resentatives Tuesday evening, Basilan Rep. Wa- 
hab Akbar certainly makes for a most compelling 
symbol of the continuing conflict in Mindanao. 

‘The former three-term governor of Basilan, 
‘Akbar had a colorful past. In an article, journalist 
Samira Gutoc quotes his recent (his first and last) 
privilege speech where he described himself as 
having been “a laborer ... a driver ... an operator 
of heavy equipment ... a bakery owner ... a fish- 
pond owner ... a fish broker ... a banana broker 

„a cigarette smuggler ... an agricultural student 

ап activist against Marcos ... a student of Is- 
amic theology ... a preacher ... a deputy com- 
mander of the MNLE" 

He was also, wrote Gutoc, reputed to be a co- 
founder of the notorious Abu Sayyaf Group, to- 
gether with Khadaffy Janjalani. But upon his en- 
try into politics, Akbar distanced himself from the 
ASG, even though military authorities and politi 
cal opponents continued to claim that he was а 
supporter. 

In one other twist of fate, Akbar, who had lived 
for most of his life battling ideological and politi 
cal foes, devoted his last public statement to the 
cause of peace. In a privilege speech, Akbar called 
for greater coordination between the local gov- 
‘ernment in Basilan and the military before an in- 
tensified armed campaign against the ASG was to 
be launched. He also called for an investigation 
into the killing of an imam that was said to have 
triggered the armed confrontation that resulted 
їп the beheading of several Marines, and warned 
against the perpetuation of a cycle of vengeance 
in the island. He took to task the military leaders 
in Basilan: 

"Why should they inflict injury above injuries? 
Why should they use their budget in search for 
the beheaders through a huge number of soldiers 
instead of using it in helping me plant more rub- 
ber (trees) so that there will be no beheading in 
the future? Why wouldn't they cooperate with 
the local leaders.in order to settle the problem by 
not inflicting more problems?" 

He concluded with a heartfelt call for peace: 


At LARGE 
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“Mr. Speaker, let's give peace all chances that it 
needs if only to ensure the welfare of our children, 
and the children yet to come in my province.” 

‘Well, peace has proven elusive in Basilan and 
many parts of Mindanao. And ifindeed the bomb 
‘was meant to kill Akbar, then the conflicts and ha- 
tred he dealt with for much of his adult life seem 
to have followed him all the way to the Batasan. 
BECAUSE he asked for my thoughts on the is- 
sue, and in light of Tuesday's column on a pro- 
posed “Magna Carta of Women,” I'm dis- 
cussing in this space something that the In- 
‘quinen’s “man in Hollywood," Ruben Nepales, 
recently wrote about in his blog. 

Whenever he gets to read the copies of this 
paper that are shipped to him by friends in 
Manila, said Nepales, he can't help but notice 
“ads that reflect the discriminatory policies of 
some human resources departments in Philip- 
pine companies." These personnel notices, he 
said, “not only showed age and sex bias but al- 
so discrimination based on height, looks and 
marital status.” If such ads appeared in US pa- 
pers, "discrimination lawsuits would immedi- 
ately be filed against these employers." 

He then cites examples of copy in employ- 
ment ads that typically appear in local papers, 
not just the INQUIRER: 

“Female, single, not more than 28 yrs; at 
least S'1"—this was а line from an employ- 
ment ad for a telemarketer. Why this employer 
would discriminate based on height, among 
other things, is beyond me. After all, atelemar- 
keter is defined as a salesperson who uses the 
telephone to solicit prospective customers to 
buy products or services. Are the telephones 


hanging way up in the ceiling or the walls of 
this telemarketing office? 

“Single, not more than 25 years old, must be 
computer literate, good looking..."—from an 
ad searching for a female private secretary. 
Enough said. 

“single, female.."—a couple of require- 
ments fora pre-school teacher. 

An ad announcing vacancies for electrical 
engineer and mechanical engineers and a 
sales representative demands that applicants 
must be "male, not more than 30 years old..." 
but for an internal auditor, the applicant not 
only has to be female, she must be "single, not. 
more than 27 years old." 

Comments Nepales: “I am appalled, Hello, 
it’s the 21st century. Can't women apply as 
electrical and mechanical engineers and men 
aspire to be internal auditors in this company 
in the Philippines? And why the age restric- 
tions? They are deplorable requirements to 


based on sex, age, marital status, 

looks, among other qualifications, should 
stop. If there is no law yet against this type of 
discrimination, Philippine lawmakers should 
immediately enact one." 

WELL, I've got news for you, Ruben. There already 
is a law, known as the Shahani Law, that prohibits 
‘gender-based discrimination in the “hiring, training 
‘and promotion” of employees. Once the “Magna 
Сапа of Women” is passed, even broader sanctions 
against discrimination will be in place. But I don't 
know if these laws apply as well to discrimination 
based on age, height, looks or "personality" 

The trouble is that with no enforcentent or 
oversight agency designated, nobody it seems 
bothers to enforce the Shahani Law or complain 
about its routine violation. Let's hope the Magna 
Carta, which is quite specific about the oversight. 
agency (the proposed Commission on Women) 
and an ombud agency (the Commission on Hu- 
man Rights), fares better. 


Hunger in the eyes of the poor 


FORTUNATELY, THERE IS MORE DISCUSSION 
of hunger in the media today, but it has the old 
limitation: we hear from people who most likely 
haven't experienced a week of real hunger in 
their lives (including this author). We need statis- 
tics and analyses to grasp the problem systemati- 
cally, but don't we also have to hear of hunger as a 
lived experience? The words of the 16th-century 
spiritual writer Thomas à Kempis may be apt: “I 
‘would rather feel contrition than know its defini 
tion.” 

We need testimony from hungry people to un- 
derstand the pain hunger causes in every part ofa 
family's life? With this in mind, our office put to- 
gether selections from discussions we have had 
over the past few months with poor mothers in 
Baseco, Paco Estero, East Triangle, Quezon City, 
and the Southville relocation center in Cabuyao, 
Laguna. The family food budgets of these women 
for a day ranged from P73 to P140, with an aver- 
age of about P100, or P20 a day for each person. 
The following is what the women said when we 
asked them to discuss hunger. 

Hunger and family relations: 

* My children always complain that they 
don't have enough food. “Palagi silang шот.” 
(They're always hungry) When they complain, 1 
tell them to stop. Then I shout. Then if they don't. 
stop, I"bugbog" (beat) them. 

© Our children are sickly. They can't remember 
things and have low grades. We can't ask them to 
do anything. “Sinisigawan ka. Gutom talaga.” 
(They scream at you. They are really hungry) 

‘© Hungry mothers can't think straight either. 
We're always angry with our children and hus- 
bands. “Sabi ng kapitbahay ko pag maingay daw 
ako sigurado siya na gutom na naman ako." (My 
nishbors say if they hear me being noisy, they 
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Almost all of us in the 
whole community 
experience hunger 


are sure 1 am feeling hungry) 

* Our children are thin, malnourished, ane- 
mic, slow in school, lacking energy. “Pag gutom 
ang bata, mahina, pahiga-higa.” ПЁ а child is hun- 
вту he is weak and always lethargic.) 

‘© Our teenagers are weak, lonely pitiful. They 
don’t stop saying, “I'm already hungry, mom.” 

© “Huwag mangangalabit pag gutom, walang 
tabi tabi, gimna ang anak, walang usap-usop." 
(Husbands can’t demand sex when wives are 
hungry A child sleeps between us. We don't talk.) 
Mothers are always angry when they are hungry 

‘What do they do to alleviate hunger? 

ө “Nangangalkal ng basura para lang may 
makain. Walang hiya-hiya basta malagpasan ang 
gutom.” (We scavenge the garbage dump for 
food. We can’t afford to be ashamed, we need to 
overcome the hunger) 

© We go to Divisoria to ask sellers for nearly 
rotten vegetables, and we eat them right there. 

* We feel pity for our children whenever they 
are hungry. Even ifit is hard on our neighbors or 
siblings, we ask food from them. We feel hurt 
when we see our children looking at our neigh- 


bor’s children eating. “Sinasabihan ko na lang na 
mag-aral na lang nang maigi para pag laki may 
pambili ng pagkain.” (I just tell them to study 
hard so when they grow up, they will earn 
enough to buy food.) 

* if my husband complains about the food, I tell 
him to eam more money so we can all eat more. 

‘© "Maya-maya humihingi ng piso pag gutom. 
Pag walang maibigay, palo.” (Our children ask for 
P1 when they are hungry. When there's nothing 
to give, I spank them.) 

© “Walang tigil sa kasasabi, ‘Gutom na ako, 
mama.’ Sinisigawan ko, ‘Huwag kang maingay.” 
(They do not stop telling me, "I am hungry, 
mom." I shout at them to stop complaining.) 

* 1 feel hurt when I see my children hungry. I 
pity them, but I can do nothing. "Hindi mo naman 
maaabot ang langit para ibigay.” (1 cannot reach 
the sky so I can give it to them.) 

Who are the hungriest? 

© “Us! We have no work, so we collect garbage 
from the dump. Magdamag kang mag-aantay ng 
tambak tapos pag-uwi wala kang dala.” (We spend 
the whole night waiting for the garbage truck, but 
when it arrives, we get nothing and we go home 
empty-handed.) 

© Almost all of us in the whole community ex- 
perience hunger. The most hungry are the beg- 

id scavengers. We scavenge ourselves 


© The best thing the government can do is 
give us ajob. 

The mothers say they don't worry anymore 
about food's nutritional value. They simply want 
to fill their family's stomachs to stop the hunger, 


Denis Murphy works with the Urban Poor Associ- 
ates. His e-mail address is upa@pldtdsL net. 


———Ó 
LAST WEDNESDAY, 1 BEGAN WRITING ABOUT SUICIDE 
among the young. My own mother winced when she saw the 
article and commented that I shouldn't be writing about such 
“horrible matters,” reminding me of how suicide is so terri- 
bly stigmatized. Note how even the verb “committed” has 
connotations of crime and sin, which is why 1 prefer to use a 
more neutral “died by suicide" or the Filipino “nagpaka- 
matay.” 

We feel untom- 
fortable discussing 
suicide, especially 
among the young, 
but by leaving the 
topic untouched, we 
might deny support , 
to those who are at Michael L. Tan c," 
risk. We don't need 
more sensationalism; what we have to develop is more com- 
passion, and a willingness to help. 

cited an article that just came out last year in the journal 
School Psychology International, looking into suicide at- 
tempts among the young. The study, authored by Randy 
Page and others—Thai, Taiwanese and a Filipina, Emilia Pa? 
tricia Zarco—included eight high schools in the Philippines 
with 3,320 respondents. They reported that 10.8 percent of 
the males and 10.9 percent of the females had attempted sui 
cide. 

The researchers looked into links between hopelessness 
and loneliness to suicide attempts. These are called “cogni 
tive variables" because they refer to the way people perceivd 
or interpret their environment. 

As expected, the researchers found that hopelessness сог 
related with suicide attempts, although in the Philippines, 
levels of hopelessness were low compared to those in Taiwan 
and Thailand. However, the researchers admitted that it wag 
difficult to interpret such findings because hopelessness of 
ten goes with depression and it's not always clear if, ulti 
mately, it's the depression or despair or a combination of 
both that leads to suicide attempts. 

Loneliness 

The findings on loneliness were much clearer, with a defi 
nite association with suicide attempts in all three settings. In 
this aspect, Filipino students scored higher (meaning there 
‘was more loneliness) than the Thai and Taiwan samples al, 
though the differences were quite small. 

‘The researchers say that loneliness has “significant potential 
for suicide attempts, and suggest it might even be a “subtype” of 
depression. The lack of social support becomes even riskier in’ 
Asian societies because we emphasize interdependence. 

We do give a premium to sociality—Filipinos love being in: 
large groups and crowds—so it's more difficult for us to be 
alone. At the same time, many of our young are being reared 
with some degree of social isolation, as an only child, or, be- 
cause of the diaspora, an absent parent or even parents. In- 
dependence has become an asset that we want to develop ini 
our children, yet we might often be expecting too much from: 
them, especially when they see friends and classmates with 
wide social support networks. When a serious problem crops. 
up, the relative absence of social networks could create a 
sense not just of loneliness but of abandonment. 

Its important to look at the other risk factors that might 
amplify loneliness and hopelessness, such as the use of alco- 
hol or drugs or very serious personal problems like sexual 
abuse. Nothing should be overlooked here: Dr. Emma Llanto, 
a psychiatrist specializing in adolescents, texted me after my 
last column came out and says that she advises other physi- 
cians to always be on the lookout for signs of risks for su 
cides with adolescents, and to probe, "even if they come in 
because of coughs and colds.” 

‘Andar’ 

We tend to dismiss suicide attempts as part of youthful re- 
bellion. "Pa-andar" is the term sometimes used, meaning to, 
start something and that something is to get attention. But 
the fact that the young have to resort to something as grave 
as threatened suicide should alert families that something is, 
drastically wrong and to find ways to ferret out the problem. 

A suicide attempt is a clear distress signal, а call for help., 
Many may not actually want to kill themselves but that’s not, 
a reason to dismiss the attempts. It's been pointed out in! 
many studies that females attempt more suicides, while’ 
males “succeed” more frequently with the attempts. 

We should remember, too, that “pa-andar” strategies may, 
be a plea for understanding. Loneliness is often the product, 
of people being pushed away or marginalized, simply be-, 
cause they're different. Adolescence is a difficult period for 
most young people, but it can be worse for gays, lesbians and! 
trensgenders, who may be ostracized, even maltreated, by 
their own family. "Pa-andar" could be a way of trying to gain; 
sympathy, or of getting back at the family, and might ironi-, 
cally create a backlash, inviting even more marginalization. 

We need more research on the Philippine contexts that 
could trigger serious depression and, eventually, suicide. 
‘Anecdotally, we hear about broken hearts from romance, but! 
there's a tendency for more of such stories to make it into the. 
grapevine. The Davao case reminds us that inability to keep 
up in school because of poverty can also be a triggering fac-, 
tor. Children actually love school because this is where their! 
friends are. Schools also give the young an opportunity fo 
extended networks, for example, kids with unhappy family: 
environments might actually be able to survive because ofs 
the kindness of the parents oftheir friends. 

Psychologists have a term for this: connectivity What's im-, 
portant із that young people need to have at least one person 
to whom they can run for advice and support, without any! 
“ifs” and "buts." That can be a teacher, a guidance counselor, | 
a priest, pastor or nun, or, as I mentioned earlier, the parent: 
of a best friend. Its someone who will not be judgmental,; 
who will allow you to cry on their shoulder, but stop you 
from wallowing in self-pity. 

Schools need well-trained professionals, accessible in 
times of crisis, But we all need to pitch in as well, even if 
we're not guidance counselors. I have a doctor friend who 
encourages her child in college to invite friends from outside 
Metro Manila to join her family for the weekend. Campuses 
and dormitories do take on a lonely quality on weekends, not 
the best environment for dealing with a personal crisis, and, 
simply being with a family will go along way. 

We tend to over-simplify youthful suicide, attributing it to 
young people's “immaturity” and inability to deal with some- 
thing we see as trivial, like a problem with a boyfriend or 
girlfriend. But these youthful broken hearts are important: if 
we can't be around to help the young to sort out such affairs, 
they're going to repeat mistakes later in life, after marriage, 
maybe even resorting to more suicide attempts. 

Let's come to terms, too, with the many other kinds of broken. 
hearts: the broken hearts of those cut off from social networks 
because a parent is working overseas or, worse, because a par- 
entor guardian is around bur just doesn't have the time for their 
children. When this happens, we will need people ready to 
throw outa lifeline, Thats what connectivity is all about. 
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Unity for selfish ends 


A POOR REPRISE OF THEIR 2005 not the coun- 
thumbs-up photo in the Palace, the trys. TM 
three stooges, namely Gloria Mace Tie so LETTERS. E 
pagal-Arroyo, Speaker Jose de called 
Venecia and former President Fidel show of uni- cran 
Ramos again displayed their so- ty within the ^ ° ^ 
called united stand for the country’s ruling coalition is nothing but a 
sake. (дл, 11/7/07) Whom desperate move initiated by the 
are they going to fool? Palace to maintain whatever hold 
It is clear that they are uniting Ms Arroyo has on the presidency. 
simply to save one another's skin: Tt is clear that for her survival, she 
Ms Arroyo from a strong and cred- will negotiate with anybody, just 
ible impeachment complaint; De like what she did with former 
Venecia to keep the speakership; President Joseph Estrada. 
and Ramos, his remaining politi; _ Maypagasa dares our congress- 
cal influence, men to use their conscience and 
А clear case of the three ofthem not allow themselves to be carried 
needing each other for their indi- away by this latest Palace gim- 
vidual political survival. The ques- mick. Its important that Ms Ar- 
tion now is how long could such royo should be held accountable. 
“alliance” hold together consider- —ROEL GARCIA, 
ing that each of them has his/her spokesperson, Maypagasa, 
own interest. But definitely it is maypagasaphil@yahoo 


Why publish sensitive photos? 


WHY DID THE INQUIRER HAVE pine Star. There were only photos 
to publish the photos ofthe last mo- ofthe wreckage and flle photos of 
ments of former Sen. Rene Saguis- the victims. 
ags wife? I am not a journalist. 1 can’t remember any newspaper 
have never written fora newspaper. showing the dead bodies of Princess 
В But I feel it was very irresponsible Diana and her companion when 
Embrace a breath of fresh air—Dowell Super Air for the Deen Ss publi moe tiey dled iPars lO Vents ago Only 
Cooler is your practical alternative of saving energy as it keeps photos, 1 found the photos dsres- the badly damaged ог All these 
air relativel in: ا ا‎ vong ing. Ifeel for the relatives of the vic- facts I am sure the INQUIRER knows. 
Ку ook fox extend perbd Dl msi e tims whose rights may have been The молага is one of the country's 
air-conditioner is already turned off. It is even a healthier violated by the newspaper. leading newspapers. How could it 
А аге niis Ncniee t Glace к GO The photos were very sensitive, Бе so irresponsible? 
заны Ma сана er uot something that even called for —ODETTE GALURA, 
parental guidance. It should have oddettegaluraGyahoo.com 
Же ale. Now, a change to dean alr has never been this cool! been only for the consumption of — — — — — 

3 the family and relatives of the vic- The photos were exclusive to the 
tims. I have seen similar headlines Inquirer. You found their use offen- 
im other newspapers like The sive. Please accept our apolo- 
Manila Bulletin and The Philip- gies.—Ed. 


LTO improperly issuing licenses 


IAM IN SYMPATHY WITH THE take any driving test before a li- 
Saguisag family over the death of cense is issued to them. 
Dulce Saguisag. itis most unfortu- Мапу Filipinos pride themselves 
nate that it could have been аз good drivers which is not true. 
caused by someone who might Many of my relatives in California 
have disregarded traffic rules. "who have a Philippine drivers li- 
Hike to point out the practice of cense cannot pass the required tests 
many officials of the Land Trans- fora California drivers license. 
Other features: Remote-Controlled System * 9 Liters Water Tank Capacity • Water Level Indicator = portation Office who facilitate the The LTO should change its ways. 
Off-Timer Up to 7.5 Hours * Automatic Swing Function + Adjustable Up & Down Direction issuance of drivers licenses to Before issuing anybody a drivers 
$ P d SY E En C people without requiring them to cense, it should require him or her to 
‘Available at ail leading department stores ond appliance stores nationwide. or inquiries, col ideas de wat жк кы dry 
driving. lt is a fact that most —FAUSTO ANQUILLANO, 
drivers in the Philippines do not faustochit2Gpeoplepc.com 


eliminate dust and other allergy-causing particles present in 


| ANTEL GRAND; 
VILLAGE | 


i 
| 
i 
$ 
i 
1 


Welcome Covite's Resort Community 
On November 17, 2007, 10am 


at the Antel Grand Vilage Lounge TEMPTATION 
General Trias, Cavite sa 798 $ inan 
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Celebrate with us the following triumph: Escape to the serene 


x AE | — . comfort ofa carefully 
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Gov't increases rice prices in Bicol 


BASILAN SAYS GOODBYE 


to his grave in the capital city of Isabela. 


A Philippine flag fies half-staff and a streamer hangs from the Basilan provincial capitol building as the slain Rep. Wahab Akbar is brought 


Army says sorry for gun party on island 


By Carla P. Gomez 
Inquirer Visayas 


303га Infantry Brigade com- 
mander, said on Monday that 
the apology was made on Nov. 
12. 

“Our initial investigation 
shows that the Army soldiers 
who were in uniform were in- 
vited to Pitogo Island by its 
owner and had no intention of 


BACOLOD CITY—THE ARMY 
has apologized for the alarm 
brought by soldiers who fired 
their guns on Pitogo Island in 
Hinobaan town. 

Col. Honorato delos Reyes, 


making people panic or causing 
fear," Delos Reyes said. 

He added that based on an in- 
vestigation, no indiscriminate 
firing took place. 

Delos Reyes explained that the 
13 soldiers were just testing their 
rifles “to perfect their hits.” 

‘They sought permission from 


the owner, Jeanette Tongoy and 
family, who agreed to have 
them aim their guns on the is- 
land, he said. 

Delos Reyes said he and Lt. 
Col. Romeo Basco, 61st Infantry 
Battalion commander, apolo- 
gized to sugar leader Manuel 
Lamata, who accepted it. 


SORSOGON CITY—THE NATIONAL FOOD AU- 
thority has increased the prices of government. 
rice being sold to the poor in Bicol shortly after 
prices of other basic products and services also in- 
creased. 

In а memorandum dated Nov. 
5 but was received here only оп 
Nov. 12, NFA Administrator Jesus 
Navarro directed NFA directors 
and managers to increase by 
P12.50 per bag the wholesale 
price of NFA rice effective Nov 12. 

From P825 per bag, govern- 
ment rice would now be sold ata 
wholesale price of P837.50 per 
bag to Bigasang Bayan outlets 
and other markets, and Tinda- 
han Natin operators. 

The retail price per kg of NFA 
rice would also increase by 25 cen- 
tavos per kg from P18 to P18.25 

Navarro did not explain the 
reason for the increase in his 
memorandum. 

NFA Assistant General Man- 
ager Helen Borlagdan said NFA 
personnel in Bicol were not also 
informed of the reason as only 
the memorandum setting the 
new selling price was sent to 
them. 

Adrian Sarip, president of the 


Grains Retailers Confederatiori 
here, said retailers were not 
alarmed by the increase since it 
‘was still minimal and reasonable, 
considering the fact that it had 
been quite sometime since the 
last time NFA increased its price. 

“The consumers won't be 
hurt by the price,” he said. 

Borlagdan said that since last 
month, the NFA had also in- 
creased its palay support price, 
ог the governments buying 
price for palay. 

Based on a separate memo- 
randum signed by Navarro, the 
new buying price for palay is 
P11 per kg from the previous 
P10. 

A 25-centavo drying and de- 
livery incentive fee per kg 
would also be given to individu- 
al farmers and 50 centavos for 
farmer's cooperatives who will 
sell their harvest to the NFA. 

Bobby Labalan, Inquirer 
Southern Luzon 
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SMALLEST VILLAGE 


TONETTE T OREJASINQURER CENTRAL LUZON 


Two farmers keep watch over palay being dried in Barangay Concepcion, the country's 
smallest village in terms of population based on a 2000 census, as 13 other voters in the lahar- 


buried village of Bacolor, Pampanga cast ti 
Kabataan elections. 


NEWSBRIEFS 


Tacloban to build new airport 

TACLOBAN CITY—The city plans to bulld next year a new Daniel Z. Ro- 
mualdez (DZR) airport terminal through a build-operate-transfer (BOT) 
scheme. 

"The income of Tacloban can support a project like this," Mayor Al- 
fred Romualdez said of the project estimated to cost P300 million to 
P350 million. 

Romualdez said the city would get a share of terminal fees to recover 
Its expenses in constructing the facility. 

A project proposal, including the design of the terminal bullding, was 
presented to President Macapagal-Arroyo during her visit to the city on 
Friday. 

Leyte Rep. Martin Romualdez, a cousin of the mayor, said the nation- 
al government has also set aside P500 million for the airport upgrading 
under the General Appropriations Act. 

Ven Labro, Inquirer Visayas 
Twins drown in deep well 
TAGBILARAN CITY—Twin brothers, aged one year and 11 months, died 
after they drowned In a deep well Nov. 12 in Barangay San Isidro, Pillar 
town, Bohol. 

‘Twins Justin and Jansen Mauna would have celebrated thelr second 
birthdays next month 

Martin Mauna, the father of the twins, sald he and his wife have to 
work at thelr farm so they left Justin and Jansen in the care of his 10- 
year-old son, John Philip. 

The victims’ father said John Philip failed to notice that his twin 
brothers had left their house while the older boy was watching televi- 
sion, 

‘The twins might have walked to the family-owned deep well just a 
few meters from the house, he added. 

Responding policemen from Pillar town sald the twins were found 
embracing each other while floating lifeless In the deep well. 

The well was around 10 meters deep and was almost filled with water 
due to the recent heavy rains, according to the police. 

Nearby residents reportedly heard the twins crying but never thought 
that they fell into the well, which has no cover. 

Kit Baguio, Inquirer Visayas 


Manhunt on for killer of woman 

CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguna—Police have launched manhunt opera- 
tions against unidentified men who raped and strangled an 82-year- 
old woman after ransacking her house in Rosario, Cavite over the 
weekend 

Cavite police director Senior Supt. Fidel Posadas said he has ordered 
the Rosario police station to immediately solve the assault on Edad 
Ocampo, who was found dead by her relatives Inside her house in 
Barangay Silangan Uno last Sunday morning. 

Posadas said investigators were looking at robbery as the primary 
motive in the killing. 

"The victim's relatives said a still undetermined amount of money 
was missing. They said the money will be used for the renovation of the 
old woman's bungalow house," he said. 

Posadas said Francisco Abueg, the victim's brother, found Ocampo's 
body in her bed at around 8 a.m. Sunday. 

Marlon Ramos, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


‘Arroz caldo’ downs 39 Abra students 

BAGUIO CITY—Thirty-nine students of Abra National High Schóol in 
Bangued, Abra, suffered diarrhea, abdominal pain and nausea after eat- 
ing arroz caído (chicken porridge) on Nov. 12. 

Nineteen students were brought to the Abra Provincial Hospital while 
the rest were sent home, Dr. Myrna Cabotaje, regional health director, 
said. 

"Based on the analysis by our local health unit, the students suffered 
from food poisoning,” Cabotaje said. 

She said the students ate arroz caldo for their morning break. After 
two to four hours, the students started to vomit and complained of nau- 
sea and abdominal pain, she said. 

Desiree Caluza, Inquirer Northern Luzon 


Open house for retreat center 

THE BRAHMA Kumaris Center for Spiritual Learning (CSL) in Tagaytay 
City will celebrate its 5th founding anniversary on Sunday, Nov. 18 by 
holding an open house. 

From 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., the CSL at 1020 Magallanes Drive, will treat 
visitors to games, video showings, vegetarian cuisine and meditation 
sessions. The public is invited. 

CSL is run by the Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University, a glob- 
al nongovernment organization that offers meditation courses and spir- 
itual programs. For inquiries, call (02)890-7960, (046)860-2257, 
(046)4132128 and (02)9229231 
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7 Sayyaf 
men sent 
to jail 

in Palawan 


PUERTO PRINCESA 
CITY—Seven sus- 
pected members of 
the Abu Sayyaf 
Group were flown 
in from Zamboanga 
City and would be 
sent to the Palawan 
Provincial Jail as 
they face trial for a 
murder case, the 
Westem Command 
announced. 

Blindfolded and 
under heavy securi- 
ty, the suspects were 
brought to the sala 
of RTC Judge Chito 
Meregillano, who 
ordered them sent 
to the Palawan jail. 

The suspects were 
arrested in September 
in southern Palawan. 

Westem Com- 
mand spokesperson 
Lt. Col. Jacinto de 
Vera said the sus- 
pects had admitted 
to the killing of one 
oftheir comrades. 

De Vera said au- 
thorities have two 
witnesses who 
would testify that the 
suspects killed a cer- 
tain Jamaal Bairula, 
alias Khalid Walid. 

The Westem 
Command identi- 
fied six of the sus- 
pected ASG mem- 
bers as Abu Daizer, 
alias Daizer Yusof; 
Jemar Alfa, alias 
Abu Jaafar/Jemaar; 
Mosdz Jala, alias 
Abu Moadz; Abdul- 
1а Abduraham, alias 
Abdullah; Omar Ib- 
mu Jakarain alias 
Abu Mogera; and 
Najer Daud, alias 
Ben Saif Daud. 

The seventh sus- 
pect, Yusop Hapi- 
pudin alias Abu Is- 
Jam was arrested in 
Марип, Tawi-Tawi. 

‘Western Command 
chief, ^ Commodore 
Ruperto Rico Bor- 
romeo, earlier de- 
dared that the ASG 
Palawan ceil had been 
completely wiped out 
following the arrest of 
the suspects. 

Asked if the deten- 
tion of the ASG sus- 
peas in Palawan 
could open, the 
province to terror at- 
tacks, De Vera said the 
military has “contin- 
gency measures” put 
inplace. Redempto 
Anda, Inquirer 
Southern Luzon 


CLARK FREEPORT—PRESIDENT MACAPA- 
gal-Arroyo has given top officials of the Bases 
Conversion Development Authority the 
“marching orders” to finish three additional 
interchanges of the Subic-Clark-Tarlac Ex- 
pressway in Pampanga in time for the open- 
ing of the 94-km tollway in March 2008. 

“That's the marching orders to them—to 
work double time," Relly Fajardo, presiden- 
tial adviser for Central Luzon, told the In- 
‘quiner on Wednesday. 

“The instruction of the President is for 
them to finish all three interchanges in 
March 2008, which is the schedule of the 
opening of the SCTEx," Fajardo said. 


Doable 

“Kayu (Itis doable),” she said of the remain- 
ing four months to complete the interchanges 
prior to the revised opening schedule of the 
P27-billion national flagship project. 

The original schedule was to open the 
50.5-km Subic-Clark segment this month 
and the 43.27-km Clark-Tarlac section in 
August. 

While the Japanese contractor of the 
Clerk-Tarlac portion rushed to beat the 
deadline with claims for “acceleration 
cost,” its counterpart in the Subic-Clark sec- 
tion was given an extension of four months, 
without any penalty, to cope with delay due 
largely to the road's right-of-way problem. 

The plan to build three Pampanga inter- 
changes, cancelled some years back due to 


uncover 


lack of funds, was ordered restored by Ms 
Arroyo on Nov. 6 to increase access to the 
Subic and Clark freeports and Luisita In- 
dustrial Park in Tarlac City These economic 
zones are what the SCTEx are linking by an 
hour of travel time. 

Ms Arroyo moved to restore the original 
plan as officials of local governments, the 
BCDA and the Subic-Clark Alliance for De- 
velopment Council argued on where to lo- 
cate the site of only one interchange that 
she approved in August. 


2other sites 

Should there be hitches in the additional 
work, Fajardo said the BCDA would consid- 
er the construction of an interchange inside 
Clark as the “priority.” 

The two others are located near the Basa 
Air Base of the Philippine Air Force in Florid- 
ablanca and in Barangay Dolores in Porac. 

Asked if the deadline for interchanges 
could be met, Narciso Abaya, BCDA presi- 
dent and chief executive officer, said on 
Thursday: “Puwede siguro... sa tingin ko, 
very close (Perhaps we can... I think, the 
chances are very close).” 

“T just talked to the President a while ago 
and I told her that if there's delay, this 
would not interfere with the opening of 
(the Subic-Clark and Clark-Tarlac portions) 
because the underpasses are already in 
place,” Abaya said in a phone interview. 

Tonette Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon 
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LBC BANK 
HARI SA LAKAS 


Assets of P 4.1 billion, 
deposits of P 3.6 billion, 
member of the big LBG Group, 
inyong maaasahan, 
masasandalan. 


Starting as a small rural bank in 1956 and acquired by the LBC Group in 1995, LBC Bank has grown by leaps and bounds to what itis today ~ 
a premier development bank with 20 branches, deposits of 3.6 billion pesos, and assets of over 4 billion pesos. 


LBC Bank has been recognized for its exceptional commitment and outstanding service to clients - as Top Development Bank by the 
National Consumer Affairs Foundation, Most Outstanding Development Bank by the Philippine Marketing Excellence Awards Institute, as а 
"Superbrand" by the Superbrands Philippines Council and more recently, as finalist to the Best Practices Award for Access to Finance by DTI 
and the Small & Medium Enterprises Development Council, fi 


ae ere LBC Bank continues to be a major force in the development of the nation's 
LÀ economy, becoming an indispensable partner in the enrichment of Filipino lives. 
S TO BECOME NO. 1 REMITTANCE BANK 
GRLE "m LBC Bank complements the worldwide remittance business of the LBC Group, 
Î Î addressing the ever-growing needs of the millions of Overseas Filipino 
Workers (OFWs) and their families. 


R PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 

Asa full-service development bank, LBC Bank offers savings and checking 
accounts, time deposit and loan facilities like car, housing, microfinance 
and commercial loans. Clients enjoy 24-hour banking convenience 
through MegaLink, BancNet and Expressnet. 


JUR GROUP 

LBC Bank is a member of the LBC Group which includes LBC Express 
Inc, the biggest courier company in the country with over 600 
branches and over 70 branches overseas. 


OUR PARTNERS E 
Forging partnerships with real estate companies, property 
developers and car dealerships, LBC Bank helps Filipinos realize 

their dreams of living easier, better lives. 


LLI ae 


nein‏ ی 


Bangko ng Hari 
www.lbcbank.com.ph 


Contact Nos. Metro Manila: (02) 899-8686 Domestic Toll-free: 1-800-1-888-8686 


ena he pie Depost Insurance Corporation. 
Online Inquiies:info@lbcbankph 
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2 mining 
activists 
detained 


LEGAZPI CITY—TWO PROTESTERS WERE 
detained and interrogated for an hour by po- 
licemen at around 3 p.m. on Wednesday 
during the dispersal of a 200-strong rally in 
front of the municipal hall in Barangay 
Poblacion of the island-municipality of Ra- 
pu-Rapu. 

The rally, held simultaneously with the 
Sangguniang Bayan regular session, called 
for the closure of Lafayette Mining Ltd. of 
Australia, which residents alleged to have 
caused a recent fishkill. 

Sagip Isla, Sagip Kapwa (SISK) 
spokesperson Antonio Casitas and Bicol Ex- 
press correspondent Stephen Prestado, a 
student who was documenting the protest, 
were arrested and accused of organizing 
the assembly. 

They were released through the interces- 
sion of Councilor Eric dela Cruz and Pobla- 
cion barangay chair Merly Parado. 

Tn a phone interview, Casitas quoted po- 
lice as saying the rally was broken up for 
having no permit. 

Tessa Lopez, spokesperson of the 
Bagong Alyansang Makabansa (Bayan)- 
Bikol, said the mayor refused to issue a 
permit, but the protesters still proceeded 
with the rally. 

Prestado said the dispersal unit brought. 
guns, which he described as a sign of intim- 
idation and unnecessary force. 

Casitas said the protesters would contin- 
ue to picket the municipal office and urge 
the officials to take a definite position 
against Lafayette and the fishkill. 

‘On Wednesday, the municipal govern- 
ment said a committee was being formed to 
investigate the fishkill, Lopez said. 

This was the third protest action orga- 
nized by the SISK against Lafayette. 

Jaymee T. Gamil, Inquirer Southern Luzon 


BFAR says cyanide 
levels ‘tolerable’ 


LEGAZPI CITY—CYANIDE LEVELS IN: THE: 
island town of Rapu-Rapu in Albay were 
found to be “tolerable” and “had no effect 
оп marine life," according to the Bureau of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources. ж 

It said test results were supposed to be! 
key to determining the cause of the fishkill 
reported on Oct. 28 by groups blaming the 
mining operations of Lafayette Philippines 
Inc. for a recent fishkill. 

LPI runs a 180-hectare open-pit copper 
and zine mine occupying almost 80 percent 
of the island town of Rapu-Rapu, east of 
this city. 

Bert Borbe, fisheries and resource 
management division chief of BFAR-Bi- 
col, however, clarified that the agency 
could not clear the Australian-owned 
mining company of any involvement in 
the fishkill. 

‘The BFAR team deployed to Rapu-Rapu 
gathered fish and water samples in the area 
‘on Oct. 30, two days after the fishkill was 
reported. 

Borbe said the samples, upon reaching 
the BFAR central office in Manila, were al- 
ready decaying and were no longer fit for 
analysi 

Only water samples were tested for 
cyanide and mercury, he said. 

Borbe said the BFAR had not yet estab- 
lished the cause of the fishkill so it was 
proposing more tests. 

“We need to conduct deeper underwa- 
ter analysis, but it's something we cannot 
conduct outright due to financial con- 
straints,” Borbe said in a mobile phone 
interview. 

He said more advanced tests were need- 
ed to find out possible contaminants on the 
sand, stone and other elements from the 
seafloor Ephraim Aguilar, Inquirer 
Southern Luzon 


Breaking Into New Hori izons Through ‘Info Ori mation Technology 


Assec. Reynaldo Berroya; Defying the Odds to Achieve Modernization 


[иим Secretary and Land Transportation Office. 
Chief Reynaldo Berroya 
n odd year ago and much too many a 
rprise, Assistant Secretary Rey Berroya 
{ав appointed head of the Land 
Transportation Office ( LTO ). А lot of 
fyebrows were raised questioning the 
ointment of yet another general into an 
hice which requires a more corporate 
hanagement profile, however, little did 
inybody know that this general was perhaps 
he best person to run the LTO and institute 
nuch needed reforms. 


The reputation of Berroya as a 
mwashbuckling Philippine Constabulary 
Mfficer precedes him. His 49 service medals 
ind 16 badges firmly sets his imprimatur 
in the military arena , but what is not known 
5 that “ Rey “ Berroya as he is fondly 
called by his friends is multi faceted, 
meaning that he can switch from being a 
soldier to administrator and manager at a 
moments notice . 


During his younger days and in between 
combat tours, Rey Berroya finished 
Masteral Degrees in Management from no 
less than the University of the Philippines. 
And likewise, little is it also known that 
Berroya was one of the first "geeks" when 
computers were being introduced. His 
knowledge and expertise in the management 
and technology fields made it seem so easy 
to administer and institute reforms in the 
problem plagued LTO. It was a challenge 
that Berroya readily accepted 


Defying the odds of mediocrity and 
complacence, Assec. Reynaldo Berroya 
took on the challenge of implementing 
radical reform programs which he mapped 
out to accomplish before the year 2007 
ends. 


With his high regard on 
computerization, innovative reform 
programs and hands-on management style, 
Berroya unveiled his relentless pursuit of 
excellence in accomplishing the 
government's modernization programs for 
the land transport industry. From the time 
he took the helm of LTO on November 
2006, his accomplishments reflect 
significant progress in law enforcement, 
road safety, good governance, and a 
balanced budget. 


In the furiously paced techno world of the. 
21st century, where lifestyles demand speed, 
convenience, and efficiency, Berroya heads 
an office that is the first in the Philippines 
to computerize its entire nationwide system 
and link some 200 LTO offices nationwide. 
The resulting interconnectivity is a welcome 
setup that provides real-time, online LTO 
service to the Filipino. Speed and 


The office ofthe LTO chief is always open to eae 
Photo shows Assec. Berroya in dialogue with transpor 
‘group leaders to thresh out legitimate concerns on issues 
Concerning the public utility vehicle sector 
effectiveness are important to this retired 
military man, who as mentioned is also a 
self-confessed computer geek, a facet of 
himself developed as early as the 70s, as a 
young military officer posted to study 
computer technology. Result: a military 
man with a high regard for the many good 
uses of technology. 


r 
| 
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His management style is reflective of what 
his staff say about him. According to them, 
the LTO chief abhors papers that stay on 
his desk for more than one day. He takes 
time to listen to grievances and acts on 
complaints immediately. He is also famous 
for _ taking on challenges which border 
on impossibility and against all odds. 
According to other LTO employees, their 
new boss chooses а decidedly hands-on 
management style, which as observers 
notice trickles down with marvelous results. 


During a one year period, Berroya has 
instituted numerous and remarkable reforms 
and innovative projects which goes 
unmatched by any of his predecessors. 
Under his stewardship, the LTO increased 
the number of Drivers License Renewal 
Centers ( DLRC's), ће LTO launched the 
E-Patrol, the agency likewise launched and 
implemented the Traffic Violation System 
or TVS, the Balik Rehistro Program, the 
Private Emission Testing Center ( PETC ), 
and most recently the LTO Web Portal and 
Info Text facility. 


Berroya, is also very serious about the 
ongoing implementation of the ISO 
9001:2000 Quality Management System 


‘The Land Ti ransportation office Year ! Highlights | | 


“Ta a noteworthy span of one 


to the number of DLRCs in 


for driver's license processing. The said 
system, the international Geneva — based 
management standard by which systems 
are vetted and certified, granted the LTO 
licensing a quality nod as early as April 
2005. A standard Berroya has every 
intention of keeping through sustained 
quality control. 


Traffic enforcers of the LTO FO undergo extensive 
training to prepare them in all aspects of traffic 


| law enforcement and road safety 


The LTO Chief has also programmed and 
implemented a series of safe motorcycle 
riding training courses for LTO law 
enforcers all over the country. An activity 


Technical 


Skills 


rather close to his heart, because one of 
Berroya’s preferred down time activities is 
to get on his motor bike and just ride, a la 
Zen. Riding his big bike is à time that he 
cherishes, as this is his only time to think 
and ponder and “smell the Roses" along 
the way. 


Still, there is more to come with the LTO, 
Berroya believes that bridging the public 
and the LTO can be done by bringing the 
LTO to the people. Hence, the LTO along 
with its business partners are continuously 
finding ways to improve its service which 
the public so deserves. 


From the time he took the helm of LTO on 
November 2006, the accomplishments of 
the LTO echo significant progress in law 
enforcement, road safety, good governance, 
and a balanced budget. All these under thé 
helm of the man who is more than the 
officer and gentleman but also a manager 
who is a creature of technology and order. 


The adjective multi-faceted could be an 
understatement in the real context of the 
word in describing Assec. Reynaldo I 
Berroya, a man of steel character and full 
of surprises. 


and Vehicle (PUV) industry who 


year , the Land Transportation 
Office (LTO ) has instituted 
reforms to effect good 
governance, a balanced 
budget, and road safety. The 
impact of these reforms on the 
public is quite immediate. For 
instance, the LTO can really 
claim that it has totally 
eradicated the presence of so 
called fixers in the LTO offices 
nationwide.. In another case 
in point , the LTO has overshot 
its performance targets for the 
first three quarters of the current 
year, 2007. These are but the 
tip of the iceberg for the 
astonishing feats that the LTO 
has achieved in a short period 
of one year under the guidance 
and supervision of Assistant 
Secretary and LTO Chief 
Reynaldo Berroya, 


Since November of 2006, the 
LTO has instituted milestones 
unmatched by any other LTO 
administrator 


In revenue alone, the LTO 
under has collected a total of 
P5,911,009,594.00 (close to 
P6B) from January to June of 
this year. This figure is 
Р145,027,504.00 more than the 
LTO's projected target, based 
on the agency's December, 
2006 collection figures. 


The number of motor vehicle 

transactions handled on the 

other hand in the first half of 

this year stands at 

5,029,746, which is 

again more than the 

expected figure of 
50,400. The number 

of vehicles registered 

for the same period — 

3,150,418 — is 7,168 

more than target. 


For the same period the 
number of licenses and 
permits issued is 
2,056,616 which is an 
increase of 52,466, and 
the number of license 
and permits cases 
handled ballooned to 


21, 863. 


Law enforcement also got а 
boost , with the number of 
apprehensions up by more than 
ive percent, and still rising. 


The increased efficiency in 
LTO service delivery is perhaps. 
reflective of its computerized, 
interconnectivity upgrades. 


From the point that Berroya 
assumed leadership of the LTO, 
the transport office has added 


operation as well as increased 
the number of field offices. 
DLRCs now number 16 
nationwide, to include those in 
Metro Manila, Pampanga, 
Cebu, Iloilo and Davao and 
field offices where 
driver's licenses can be 
processed in one day 

now include those in 

San Fernando, La 
Union; Tacloban City, 
Cagayan de Oro City, 
Gumaca, Binangonan 

and Cainta. 


The LTO has also 
launched more of the 
agency's milestone 
projects, to wit: 

The LTO's Traffic 
Violation System, or 
TVS This 
interconnectivity 
enables LTO 
apprehending traffic 
enforcers equipped with 
wireless, mobile handheld 
devices to access the LTO 
database even while they are 
on the field. Hence, available 
data on motorists and motor 
vehicles is available to 
enforcers real-time and online. 


The Private Emission Testing 
Center (PETC) 
Interconnectivity Project, 
whereby LTO - accredited 
PETCs nationwide are linked 
1o the LTO-IT system, online, 
realtime, thus, enabling data 


oe | ee 


Bringing the LTO to the grassroots is one of the battle cries 
2,895,863 , an surge of of the transport agency as it fields new E-patrol buses to 
deliver basic LTO services to the people 


verification and authentication 
of emission test results which 
is a pre-requisite to vehicle 
registration. This project, 
initially centralized, now 
involves regional composite 
teams led by the LTO, with 
representatives from 
cooperating agencies. The 
Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTD, the Department 
of Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR), and the 


Development Authority 
(TESDA). Monitoring of 
PETCs are now decentralized, 
wherein recommendations for 
suspension of erring ones are 
now жаш from the 


Lead by example is the motto of Assec. Berroyu as he personally 

{spearheads the drive against colorum and unregistered vehicles 

| using the latest high tech gadgets being used in the Traffic 
Violation System of. the LTO 


regional monitoring teams. 


Oplan Balik — Rehistro, the 
LTO's flagship project for 
2007, was launched in 
December, 2006. This project 
seeks to effect the registration 
of unregistered vehicles 
through extensive information 
dissemination, massive law 
enforcement, and accessible 
public service. 


In the same month, Berroya 
authorized the full 
implementation of the LTO's 

then eight — month 
= old E-patrol 
Project. This 
project innovates 
public service by 
literally bringing 
the LTO services 
closer to the public 
with roving vans 
that are essentially 
LTO offices on 
wheels. To date, 
LTO boasts of eight 
(8) LTO E-Patrol 
deployed all over 
the Philippines 
which provides 
LTO services to 
clients in far flung 
areas. 


Also launched in December of 
last year was “Oplan 
Isnabero”, a project that 
addresses the irksome presence 
of taxi drivers who refuse to 
convey passengers to their 
destinations and/or dictate 
exorbitant taxi fares, rather than 
using their meters. This 
particular LTO project is, 
finally, an answer to the 
ignorance and arrogance of 
those in the Public Utility 


forget what the "P" in PUV 
stands for, precisely, “Public”. 


Most recently, the LTO 

implemented the LTO Web 

Portal which allows members 
to retrieve records 
from the LTO-IT 
system database vias; 
the internet. This || 
facility will enable | 
c li ients to 
conveniently verify, „|4 
the authenticity of 

; information 
pertaining to motor 
vehicles using plate 
numbers and / or 
engine and chassis 
numbers , driver's | 
license records with | 
license number, 
name and / or birth 
date as search ` 
criteria. Banks and 

! other financing 

cvs just some of the 

customers for which this 

service is designed. 


The LTO INFO-TEXT 
facility on the other hand 
provides the motoring public 
ап avenue to access information 
regarding LTO procedures and 
document requirements through 
SMS. Simple and easy to 
understand text parameters 
shall be relayed to the public 
to make their LTO texting 
experience an easy and hassle 
free one. 


Programmed for 
implementation by the LTO 
Very soon is a online drug 
testing program, similar to the 
PETC Interconnectivity 
Project, this project would 
ensure the eradication of fake 
drug test results by 
authenticating and verifying the 
drug test results issued by all 
accredited drug testing centers 
and cascading the same to all 
LTO Offices nationwide, 
online, realtime. Another 
enhancement planned by LTO 
is the Radio Frequency 
Identification (RFID). The 
RFID would revolutionalize 
vehicle identification thereby 
enbancing law enforcement 
capability of not only the LTO 
but other government agencies 
as well. 


Today the LTO leads the pack 
in being the model government 
agency because of a visional 
and graft free leadership whose 
only purpose is to strive to 
deliver its services to the 
public of which Assec. 
Reynaldo Berroya and the 
whole 
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Social workers deployed to conduct stress debriefing 


By TJ Burgonio ‘The Department of Social Wel- said she debriefed a 33-year-old Butllethimtalkabouthisexperi- ing, the social workers would close relatives of the victims of 
fare and Development provides man who was traumatized when ence. In the end, he felt relieved. 1 recommend him or her to a se- the blast. 
SOCIAL WORKERS HAVE BEEN stress debriefing to victims of dis- the explosion ripped through the think Һе fine пом» Nuyles, 32, ries of counseling sessions at the Social workers usually look up 
deployed around Metro Manila asters, their immediate family south wing of the Batasan com- said in an interview by phone. ` Ina Healing Center, staffed by фе names and addresses of vic- 
to conduct critical stress de- and close relatives on top of fi- plex before his eyes. He was then — Nofigurewasavailableonthe social workers and founded by tims of disasters in the logbooks 
briefing on survivors of Tues- nancial assistance. waiting for his wife, a House staff number of victims so far treated. Gina de Venecia, wife of Speaker of hospitals, and visit them at 
day's bomb attack at the House 2 member. Jose de Venecia. home after they have been dis- 
of Representatives, ‘Traumatized victims ‘The victim, a person with a dis- Ina Healing Center "We will recommend this to charged. 

"mediately that night, so- Disaster teams, including ability lost his hearing and fet During stress debriefing, the facilitate their easy recovery _ “This will ast until all victims 
cial workers went to see what stress debriefers, are on stand-by dizzy in the aftermath of the blast social workers coax individuals from trauma,” Nuyles said. are debriefed. But not everyone 
thy could do, like stress de- every day to respond to disasters. and was brought to the Philippine into talking about their experi- a is subjected to debriefing. It will 
brefing, to ease the trauma of А team is usually composed of a Heart Center for treatment. He ences, and help them process it House visits all depend on the assessment of 
the victims and their families,” social worker, medical personnel was discharged the following day, to ease the trauma. According to Cabral, her de- a social worker if a person 
Scial Welfare Secretary Esper- anda psychologist. “He was traumatized; he didn't If their assessment shows that partment will also offer stress needs debriefing,” social wel- 
ama Cabral said in an interview. Social worker Susan Nuyles want to go out and go to work. the subject needs more debrief- debriefing to the families and fare officer Joel Barbosa said. 


Bomb-sniffing dogs deployed at Senate, House to ‘foil future attacks’ 


BjChristine О. Avendaño She also said she had ordered “heinous crime" punishable by 
Interior Secretary Ronaldo life imprisonment. 

PIESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- Puno to "permanently assign The President said she had 
rao has ordered the deploy- bomb-sniffing dogs in the asked the National Security 
mint of bomb-sniffing dogs at Batasan and in the Senate.” Council Executive Committee 
th Senate and House of Repre- Мэ Arroyo said she had in- to assess the security situation 
satatives as part of a series of structed the Presidential Leg- and institute immediate mea- 
masures to prevent attacks islative Liaison Office to“identi- sures to address any threats. 
aginst lawmakers. fy and secure possible assassin “Please convey our message 

Speaking before the targets in Congress.” to our people and our friends 
Kpisanan ng mga Brodkesterng "Тһе KBP should do the same here and abroad that the Philip- 
Pipinas (KBP) at Clark Field, forthe media,” she said. “You must pines and your government 
Pénpanga, Ms Arroyo said the figure outwho are the possible tar- shall not rest until we get to the 
Pimilion reward she an- gets for media killings so that we bottom of this tragedy and hunt 
münced for information leading can take special care of them.” ^ — down and punish the perpetra- 
tothe perpetrators of Tuesdays She urged the KBP to join a tors,” she said. 
banbing atthe Batasan would be task force she proposed to set Оп Wednesday, the House or- 
usd to "foil future attacks” up to prevent and prosecute po- dered the dismantling of a trade 

“Tips on illegal explosives,” the litical violence. fair on the Batasan ground as 
Pesident said, would be reward- ||. Й part of measures to tighten se- 
ecfrom the fund. Heinous crime curity for congressmen. The fair 

She said she had instructed Ms Arroyo also called on has been an annual employees’ j 
Bidget Secretary Rolando An- Congress to pass a law that Christmas project since 2001. THE SENATE, TOO: Philippi алк ree pel duck E CANN, of the Senate hearing on the 
aye. io "boost intelligence would make illegal possession With areportfrom Norman cash distribution at tho Palace. President Arroyo has ordered the release of more funding for intel 
spnding for operations." of explosives a nonbailable Bordadora operations and assigned permanent bomb-sniffing dogs to the two houses of Congress. eowiveacisrus 


5 suspected Abus linked to bombing killed in Payatas 


Frum page Al pected bomb-making chemicals Тһе tampered ‘8’ plate was Abu Sayyaf lair at Blk. 4 Anahaw style ofthe attack at the Batasan armed with the works, their 

"The suspect is notan employee which was found after a dog found inside the trunk of а St, Violago Homes Subdivision, complex,” Gatdula said. usual equipment.” 
inmy office. Ido not even know from а canine unit detected metallic gray Toyota Corolla Group 14 Barangay Payatas B at He pointed out thatthe group's As.of press time, police were 
hin. His ID could be issued before traces of chemicals in a car. with plate No. JBP.878 parked around 4:30 p.m. modus operandi was reviewed conducting clearing operations 
Т сате Deputy Speaker” Datu- Asked how such voluminous outside the group's suspected  Theraidingteamwasgreeted and compared to previous bomb- in and around the house to 
manong said ina text message. evidence could be found in one safehouse, police said. by gunfire, police said. ing attacks in Mindanao where make sure there were no bombs 

Satumanong assumed his place, PNP Director General Supt. Constante Agpaoa, Sta- Bukas was brought to the FEU motorcycles were used. inthe area. 
pot after the newly elected Avelino Razon told the Inoumer: Чоп 6 commander, said the jacket Hospital and transferred to the cars ` Razon said the “sophisticat- 
House organized its leadership “We are just doing our job. The was relevant because two men PNP Hospital in Camp Crame. Moonlighting as assassins ^ ed" bomb used in the House 
folowing the May elections. public should be happy. The re- aboard two motorcycles who Those killed were identified Gatdula said the group had blast was intended for a select- 

The previous Deputy Speaker ward helped us solve the case, were seen fleeing fom the asacertain Pakir Said, aliasAbu been, staying in the house for ed target. , 
for Mindanao was former Basi. We should all help one another Batasan complex after the bomb- Jandal, a suspected member of two weeks, which fit the time- — Preliminary police findings 
Jar Rep. Gerry Salapuddin. maintain peace and quiet.” ing were clad in black jackets. the Abu Sayyaf, Redwan In- line ofthe attack. indicate the bomber was experi- 

Police also recovered a li- Razon said the PNP received President Macapagal-Arroyo dama, and his wife identified A source requesting anonymi- enced and bolstered the police 
cense plate for a motorcycle as а tip on the location of the sus- hailed the police raid. only as Saing. ty because he was not authorized theory that the explosion was 
well as a deed of sale with a pects after Malacañang an- “She has commended the to speak to the media said the aimed specifically at Akbar. 
Chassis number that matched nounced a PS million peso re- combined elements of the Modus operandi Batasan complex blast was the “The one who made this 
that of the motorcycle used in ward for information that could Philippine National Police and Jandal was supposedly the handiwork of the ASG bandits bomb was pretty experienced. It 
the Batasan bombing that killed lead police to the Batasan the Armed Forces of the Philip. subject of an arrest warrant is- working as individuals. was sophisticated," Razon said, 
Basilan Rep. Wahab Akbar and bombers. pines for the Payatas raid which sued by a Basilan court for kid- “That was the work of he ASG citing the way the bomb went 
three other people. Quezon City police director, provided a significant break- napping and illegal detention. but not as a group,” the source off to create а 180-degree blast 

Senior Supt. Magtanggol Gatdu- through in the Batasan blast in- The three men captured by the said, adding that the members of arc to hit Akbar as he was de- 
la, said investigators would have vestigation,” Press Secretary teams of the Special Action Force, the group could be moonlighting parting the Batasan building. 
number from the to determine if the chemicals Bunye said in a statement. the Criminal Investigation and De- as assassins for profit. Barias said police found signs 
document matched the chassis matched those of the explosive “һе also commended thein- tection Group-NCR and the Que- ES of a detonating cord at the blast 
number on the manufacturers device used in the Batasan blast. formants who tipped off the au- zon City Police District Explosive Sophisticated bomb site, adding that this had prompt- 
bar code recovered from the Y thorities, Bunye added.” and Ordinance Division were Razon said the police had ed police to order a review of the 
motorcycle used in the Tuesday Black jacket identified as Khaidar Awnal, Ikram gone to the place to serve the system for monitoring the sale of 
night blast, Barias said. A black jacket marked Welcomed by gunfire Indama and Adham Kusain. warrant on Jandal. ‘TNT and detonating cords. 

A car license plate with the “House of Representatives” was The shootout broke out after The identification card bore Police also recovered a gun Razon said he doubted the 
No. “8"—the number assigned also found inside a closet in one police swooped down on the thenameoflkramIndama. used by the suspects, Razon bomb was a terrorist attack 
to House members—was also ofthe rooms on the second floor group's safehouse. Gatdula said police strongly said. aimed at general destruction. 
recovered, according to arias. of the supposed safehouse. ‘The left wrist of Special Action suspected Jandal and his group Chief Supt. Leocadio Santia- ^ Police believe the bomb was 

Police claimed they recov- Another item recovered was Force member РОЗ Rolando were behind the Batasan blast. 80, head of the SAR said the intended for Akbar. With re- 
ered more. a souvenir shirt of the House of Bukas was shattered when police “It all started from the (chas- SAF members from the First ports from Christine О. Aven- 

These included residue of sus- Representatives. teams rushed to the purported sis) bar code and a study of the Special Battalion were “heavily daño and AFP 


Bank turns over P215M in Erap funds to government 


From page Al fort to recover the ill-gotten had been dubbed the “Boracay Velarde and the real and beneficial convicting him of plunder. choose which property to give 
million originally deposited in wealth of the former President,” Mansion." ‘owner of the EquitablePCIBank А hearing on the motion set up. If he does not exercise this 
Equitable-PCIBank (which Urieta said in a phone interview. The money represents the accountsin the name of Velarde, for today was cancelled. option, the sheriff can impose 
merged with Banco de Oro to “Ме hope to recover the bal- commission that Estrada col- Urieta served the writsofexe- Тһе court can confiscate the levy first on personal prop- 
create Banco de Oro-EPCI) that ance from other banks,” he said. lected after he ordered the Gov- cution on Estrada last week but Estrada's properties that are erty and then real property, if 
formed part of the P545.29 mil- Urieta is also under ordersto ernment Service Insurance Sys- the deposed President filed a disposable and not covered by necessary, the court said. 

lion that the court said Estrada seize some P189 million de- tem and the Social Security Sys- motion last Friday to quash the the writ of execution if he can- Estrada's lawyers argued that 
had collected in illegal gam- posited in the Jose Velarde ac- tem to buy Belle Corp. shares. writs, arguing that they went be- not pay all or part of his obliga- the additional forfeitures were 
bling payoffs. count and a house and lot in In its judgment, the Sandigan- yond the dispositive portion of tion. like imposing another penalty 

“This is а good start in our ef- New Manila, Quezon City, that bayan said that Estrada was Jose the Sandiganbayan decision Estrada has the option to on Estrada. 


Mariannet may have been raped; cops say pa, brod suspects 


From page Al ошата by phone. Чоп would start from the result the body found inside their raped and thathe had endorsed An earlier investigation con- 
maandal, medico-legal officer ` Amper’s father Isabelo said of the autopsy. He said Ampers house was not Mariannet’s. Ru- the case to the Talomo police ducted by a team from the Depart- 
of the police's Scene of Crime he expected the result of the au- elder brother and her father were mors circulated іп ће neighbor- station for investigation. ment of Education discovered that 
Operators (Soco) in Southern topsy. now considered suspects. hood that Amper was He said the girl's father would Amper had planned to commit 
Mindanao, described what he “Even before it was conduct- Magdalena, Mariannes “naengkanto” (under a curse) also be invited for questioning al- suicide as early as June. 
found during a press confer- ed, there was already talk that mother, said she did not have and that the retrieved body was though he clarified that he was — Jenielito Atenillo, spokesper- 
ence called by Dutert my daughter might have been any tears to shed anymore. actually a banana trunk. not a suspect. son of the DepEd in the region, 
ButDimaandal said the lacer- raped.Butlamreadytocooper- “This happened already But I же “| didn't say it’s the father who said Amper's classmates told 
ations had healed, indicating ate, I could not do that to my want everybody to know that Self-inflicted didit, butit’s the responsibility of the team that she would often 
that these were old, “probably daughter,” he said. по one from the family, includ- The family has already ac- the father if something happens cry without any reason. 
[inflicted] weeks" before her Не said that although he was ing my husband, could do that cepted that Amper had indeed to his daughter because of irre- The girl would sometimes 
death. — hurt by speculations that he had to my baby,” she said. committed suicide, and yester- sponsibility,” Duterte said. hide inside the school's toilet, 
Amper’s body was reportedly sexually abused his daughter, he Тһе family agreed to an au- day's autopsy, according to Юі Maricar said the family could Atenillo said. 
found hanging by her 11-year- wanted the investigation finished тору as speculation about how maandal, indicated that her not think of her father as Фе "Mariannet told them she had 
old brother inside a room of to determine who really didi. Amper died continued. The death was self-inflicted. likely suspect. “It pains us a big problem and that she was 
their house in Barangay Ma-a in “We thought our pain was al- girl's father had earlier said һе "Hindi siya pilit. (It was not whenever we hear something ashamed to open up and that 
Talomo District here. ready over but here comes an- believed his daughters skin forced.) There's only a single like that,” she said. there were passages in her diary 
Ampers sister, Maricar, 22, other problem again,” he said. would only be scraped during and consistent ligature mark. that may cause her mother and 
said the family was shocked at the autopsy to find out what There's no sign of struggle or DepEd probe father to break up if revealed," he 
the autopsy results. "We never Father, brother suspects was underneath. whatsoever,” Dimaandal said, She described her father as said. Reports from Nef Lucson, 
expected it. Even our father was Supt, Matthew Baccay Talomo Isabelo had said the family Mayor Duterte said he be- strict, “but he would not abuse Nico Alconaba and Jeffrey Tu- 
also shocked,” she told the IN- police chief, said the investiga- could also put to rest talk that lieved that Mariannet had been my sister." pas, Inquirer Mindanao 
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COURTROOM SHOOTING 


Lawyer, client 


By DJ Yap 


A WOMAN AND HER LAWYER WERE SHOT DEAD AT 
about 10:40 a.m. yesterday inside a Las Pifias City court 


where they were attending a hearing of a marriage annul- 
ment case. 
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killed | 


The woman's husband, Roberto 
‘Tubale, is suspected to be the gunman 
in the incident, police said. 

In the commotion after the shoot- 
ing, the suspect managed to escape, 


ETRO 


г metroGinquirer.com ph 


т DID YOU Ki 

m ‘occupied by AN [ds used to be the lo 

cation of the summerhouse of affluent Spaniard Luls Rocha... 
The riverside property was used for bathing, fishing, and as а 
base camp for crocodile- and wild carabao-hunting. 

‘Because of financial problems, Rocha sold the property on 
Nov. 16, 1802 to Army Col. Jose Miguel Fomento for P1,100. Up- 
оп Fomento's death in 1824, the Spanish colonial government 
bought the house, and made it the official residence of gover- 
nors-general in 1863. Cyril L. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


said Senior Insp. Jan Dale Sulit, chief 
E REBECCA Ваза and her client in an annulment case, Lolita Tubale, were gunned down inside 
Lawren Aas this court room while waiting for the hearing to start. 
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Thieves take Gloria Romero's van in in Quezon City 


| By Jeannette 1. Andrade. crs three men got out of a blue Toy- 
ota Vios. 

1 THREE HEAVILY ARMED MEN Armed with armalite rifles 
; wearing bonnets stole а van and .45 caliber pistols, the men 
‘owned by movie icon Gloria ordered Ines to open the car 
Romero late Wednesday night door. 

las it was about to enter the Busa said a suspect told Ines: 
: gates of the actress’ home along gA “All we want is the van.” One of 
7th Street, Barangay Marianas the suspects hit the driver on his 
in New Manila, Quezon City. nape and then pulled him out of 

Romero (Gloria Gutierrez in the car. 
real life) was not aboard the ap- The thieves later ordered the 
; ple green Hyundai Starex van actress’ grandson to get out of 
(ZGB-830) when the car thieves Я the саг Before leaving, the 
struck at around 11:50 p.m. оп three men took the cash and 
Wednesday. In the van was her . Ёй cellular phones of the driver 
15-year-old grandson whose ROMERO and his passenger, then sped 
name was withheld. off. 
SPOI Severino Busa of the CAR) said that while Romero's QCPD operatives have been 

‘Quezon City Police Districtanti- stay-in driver Erwin Ines was fielded to retrieve the van and 
famapping unit (QCPD-AN- waiting for the gates to open arrest the suspects. 


2 suspected counterfeiters nabbed 


By Nancy Carvajal and use’ of false treasury or biggest counterfeit groups in 
bank notes and other instru- the country and has connec- 
AUTHORITIES MAY BE CLOS- ments of credit, before the tions abroad.” 

ing in on a Chinese-Filipino Malabon and Valenzuela City  Maquiniana, the report 
businessman suspected to be Prosecutor's Offices. said, was arrested at around 7 
the leader of a peso counterfeit Police report said the two p.m. while trying to sell the 
syndicate in the country after suspects were arrested in sep- bogus bills to a DIID operative 
the arrest of two suspected syn- arate operations on Monday inside a mall in Malabon City. 
dicate members in Malabonand while trying to sell 18 fake Heneral was arrested two 
Valenzuela cities the other day. P1,000 bill to undercover hours later along Gen. T. De 
An intelligence operative agents of the Northern Police Leon St. after handing a bun- 
who asked not to be identified District Intelligence and In- dles of counterfeit P1,000 bills 
said the suspects were Eduar- vestigation Division to another undercover agent. 
do Maquiniana, 47, of Block “We are now closely moni- “The syndicate was able to 
188.CLot28 Phase 3 Barangay toring the safe house of the produce fake bills which were 
12, Dagat-dagatan, Caloocan leader where the fake bills are 95 percent similar to the gen- 
City; and Conrado Heneral, being printed,” an intelligence uine articles,” the unidenti- 

Sl, of No. 36 Urutia Street, operative who requested fied police operative said. 
Gen. Т. De Leon, Valenzuela anonymitytoldtheINQumes. Не said the untrained eye 
City. The policeman refused to could take them for the real 

The two were charged with identify the businessman say- thing 

iolation of Article 168 of the ing it would jeopardize their Вие the Bangko Sentral ng 
‘Revised Penal Code, also operation buthe described the Pilipinas (BSP) certified that 

iknown as illegal possession syndicate as “one of the the bills were counterfeit 


Manila fire chief wants тай basement 
closed for being a fire trap 


By Tina G. Santos trigger a fire or an ex- 
and Allison W. Lopez plosion, thus endan- 
gering people's lives. 
THE MANILA FIRE BUREAU Supt. Bernardo Di- 
recommended yesterday the az, station comman- 
closure of a popular mall's der of MPD Binondo, 
basement, saying it was a fire said the raid was con- 
trap. ducted around 10:30 
Senior Supt. Pablito Cordeta, a.m. following com- 
Manila fire marshal, made the plaints that several 
recommendation to the city vendors were illegally 
govemment when he discov- selling firecrackers in 
егей that firecrackers were sold the establishment. 
near the basement of the Diviso- Manila city and fire 
ria Mall on Comercio Streetin officials had also start- 
Binondo. ed inspecting malls 
Mayor Alfredo Lim wamed and business estab- 
establishments yesterday lishmentsfor substan- $ 
against storing firecrackers fol- dard Christmas lights. f 
lowing the discovery of several Officials wanted to *** 
kilos of the illegal items in the know if products be- 
Binondo mall. ing sold complied Й; 1 
Members of the Manila Police with Philippine safety <2=-- sh eT 
District seized at least 97 boxes standards. BOXES of firecrackers confiscated from 
of pyrotechnic materials at the Ering establish- the Divisoria Mall in Manila are loaded 
mal ments could have insidea police vehicle after Manila Police 
“We are waming mall opera- their business permits District officials raided the тай, 
tors and managers not to allow revoked. 
the storage of firecrackers and Lim said, ‘All shopping malis Тһе mayor, who had ordered 
other combustible materials to within the city should take pre- the opening of all the gates of 
prevent a repeat of the incident cautionary measures to prevent Manila City Hall, said he would 
at Glorietta,” Lim said. the entry of firecrackers and not close these despite increased 
Cordeta, who inspetted the other combustible materials security measures. 
mall on Tuesday told the Inqur- which may cause а conflagra- “We reiterate that the police- 
са that the mall also violated tion in their respective areas” men should be on the alert,” 
various provisions of the build- said Lim 
ing code. Security “We will not close the gates. If 
“It lacks fire exits, its very — Astosecurtyintheciyinthe you do so, it would make us 
crowded and it has narrow hall- wake of the Batasan bombing, look like we are afraid. Besides, 
ways. This puts shoppers at he said he directed the MPD to it would also be better to have 
risk” he added. be on the alert and to augment many exits in case of fire,” the 
Cordeta said firecrackers could із patrol teams. mayoradded. 
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Lawyer, client ... ^ «meus 


ofthe city police station investiga- shot in the head and died at the 
tion division. University of Perpetual Help Med- 


™ Lolita Tubale, 51, and lawyer ical Center, Empiso said. 
W - Rebecca Basa were waiting for It was not clear how the sus- 
Judge Joselito Vibandor of pect managed to bring a weapon 


[Manila Monday 19 Nov | 


| [17:00 - 21:00 
| Mandarin Oriental, Makati City 


recu 

27 of the "Top 30" North, American Schools and 

all top European schools take part in the Tour* 
*source BusinessWeek 


Branch 199 of the Regional Trial inside the City Hall compound 
Court when they were shot, the without being detected. 
police said. Empiso explained that before 
Senior Supt Amando Empiso,Las anyone could enter the court- 
Piñas chie£ofpolice said Lolita initi- room, they would have"to pass 
ated the fling of the case for the an- through the office of Vibandors 
* Рге-Еаїг Рапе К ШЕ ofhermarriagetoRoberto. staff. 
"Getting into Totes Meal iie The suspect éven exchanged 
5 Î to, also known as Alex, from pho- pleasantries with them before go- 
Business School” tosrapns, Empiso said. Е E d 
(17:00) “They have positively identified told police. Then, two shots rang 
the husband as the gunman,” Em- out, and the man ran past them, 
LL piso said. Tubale and Basa were theyadded. 
Admissions Strategy 
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Garbage man retrieves grenade from kids 
* MBA MasterClass 
db A GARBAGE collector saved three children from possible harm yesterday 
LSS morning by buying a vintage hand grenade the trio had intended to sell to a 
EC CLG junkshop. The junk man later turned over the explosive to the Barangay San 
Antonio hall in Quezon City. The discovery came two weeks after a 12-year- 
• тее Тормвд old boy was killed after allegedly toying with a rifle grenade inside a junk 
Сагеег биіе їо shop in the same barangay. At around 11 a.m. yesterday, three children aged 
PRAE EEA Sand 9 years old found a vintage grenade lying on the roadside along Fer- 


ИШИН ос: оте. Barangay San Antonio, in San Francisco Del Monte. Knowing 


that the grenade could explode, Danilo Matias gave P5 to the children in ex- 
change for the grenade which they said they found lying by the roadside. 
Jeannette |. Andrade 


Meet the admissions officers and alumni of Moratorium on sale of workbooks 


ACTING on reports he received from students and parents, Quezon Cily 
Councilor Ariel Inton initiated a drive to stop enterprising school officials 


over 5 0 of the worl d 's top b usi ness schoo Is {rom selling workbooks to public school students. The Quezon City Division 


Register now to ensure your place 


of City Schools later announced in a memorandum a moratorium on the 
selling of workbooks and the holding of field trips in the city's public elemen- 
tary and high schools, Inton said students are not required to buy the work- 
books, but some teachers allegedly promised additional points if their stu- 
dents bought the materials. “That's clearly a marketing scheme,” inton said, 
adding that many of the students enrolled in public schools come from poor 
families. The division of city schools memorandum also included a morato- 
rium on field trips as this could also mean additional expenses for students. 
Marlet D. Salazar 


Suspect in illegal drugs sale nabbed 

37-YEAR-OLD man accused of selling illegal drugs was arrested by police 
in Pasig City on Wednesday evening in front of a church. Police identified the 
‘suspect as Ricardo Jeronimo, alias “Ricky,” of Barangay Pineda, Pasig City. 


Arresting officers said they recovered packets containing about 10 grams of 
a substance suspected to be shabu. According to the police report, Jeroni- 
в mo was arrested around 6 p.m. along East Capitol Drive, Kapitolyo Pasig. 


Police said an informant tipped the District Anti-Ilegal Drugs, Special Opera- 


FREE online-/ 200 PHP on the day tion Task Force, Eastern Police District about the Шера! drug business in the. 


area led by a certain “Ricky.” Police immediately coordinated with the Philip- 
pine Drug Enforcement Agency so they could conduct surveillance opera- 
tions in the area. The report said the suspect was caught red-handed, ad 

that PO! Rodolfo Cabingas Jr. and PO1 Rex Baygar even overheard a trans- 
action between Jeronimo and a client. Sensing the police's presence, the 


Some of the participating schools in the QS World MBA Tour: unidentified customer immediately fied, but Jeronimo was collared by cons. 


Australia: Melbourne BS • USA: Wharton • Boston U. * George Washington 
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Kristine L. Alava 


12th Festival of Trees auction 
| THE FESTIVAL of Trees (РОТ) lights up the city once again when it stages а 
5 charity auction on Nov. 29, 6 p.m., at the Manila Polo Club. Philippine Busi- 
АЕЦИЙ ness for Social Progress and Philippine Long Distance Telephone Company. 


Spain: IE Business School . Belgium Vlerick • * Јар Waseda * Canada: Brock board chair Manuel Pangilinan, and Makati Garden Club president and PBSP 


trustee Maria Luisa Perez Rublo head this year's festivity, with the theme "Cel- 
ebrating the Spirit at Christmas." The FOT, a charity auction and dinner affair 
is dedicated to helping the country’s less fortunate, advancing socio-econom- 
Jc growth and environmental protection in areas that need it most. This year, 
the FOT will focus on the Amore Community Development Program, a disas- 
ter rehabilitation Initiative of the PLDT-Smart Foundation in Albay. 
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First cloned embryo 
from monkey created 


PARIS—SCIENTISTS SAID WEDNESDAY 
they had created the world’s first cloned 
embryo from a monkey, in work that could 
spur cloning of human cells for use in medi- 
čal research. 

3 Ina paper published online by the British 
journal Nature, a team in the US said they 
had created cloned embryos of rhesus 
macaques, using the same method that fa- 
‘mously led to Dolly the Sheep and other ge- 
netically duplicated animals. 

Itis the first time that this technique has 
been successfully used to create cloned pri- 
mate embryos. 

‘The group generated two lines of embry- 
onic stem cells from the embryos, accord- 
jing to the research headed by Shoukhrat 
Mitalipov of the Oregon Health and Science 
University in Beaverton, Oregon. 

Dolly, the world's first cloned animal, 
was created in 1996, by using so-called so- 
‘matic cell nuclear transfer (SCNT) in which 
the genetic core of an egg is removed and 
replaced with the nucleus of an adult cell. 

‘The egg is then stimulated with chemicals 
ora jolt of electricity to prompt its division. 

‘The list of other cloned creatures using SC- 


NT includes mice, pigs, cats, cows and dogs. 

Until now, though, there has been no 
«опей primate, for researchers have en- 
countered obstacles that cause cell devel- 
‘opment to be catastrophically flawed. 

‘Work on primate cloning has also stirred 
controversy among ethicists, who say it could 
open the door to cloning human beings, not 
just cells. In an exceptional move, Nature 
said it moved forward the release of the pa- 
per because of "continuing speculation." 

Researchers distinguish between "repro- 
ductive cloning" of humans, in which a pu- 
tative cloned baby would be born and 
"therapeutic cloning," in which only cloned 
cells would be used for medical reasons and 
no baby would result. 

Helen Wallace of Genewatch UK, a British 
group that monitors cloning and other activi- 
ties in biotechnology, said the breakthrough 
announced on Wednesday would cause “a re- 
alworry” in some quarters that it would tempt 
arenegade scientist to create a cloned baby. 

"The clear risk of an experiment (1/8) in 
human reproductive cloning (3/8) is of a 
deformed baby and maternal suffering,” 
she told AFP in a phone interview. AFP 


Illegals in San Francisco may get IDs 


SAN FRANCISCO—THE SAN FRANCISCO 
Board of Supervisors has given preliminary 
approval to an ordinance allowing municipal 
identification cards to be issued to anyone liv- 
ing in the city, regardless of their legal status. 

‘The proposal passed the first of two re- 
quired votes on Tuesday night, putting San 
Francisco, with a population of 725,000, on 
track to become the largest city in the na- 
tion to issue identification cards to anyone 
who requests one and proves residence. 

In June, New Haven, Conn., passed a 
similar measure, believed to be the first in 
the nation. Since then, New York and sever- 
al other cities have floated the idea. 

In San Francisco, supporters said that the or- 
dinance was intended to make life easier for 
the large number of illegal immigrants working 
in the city, many of whom cannot get access to 
services because they have no formal identifi- 
cation. The city already has “sanctuary” policy 


forbidding local law enforcement or other offi- 
cials to assist with immigration enforcement. 

“I think it’s admitting the reality of the 
situation that we depend on, our tourist 
and hotel industry depends on, a labor 
force that’s supplied by, for lack of a better 
term, undocumented residents,” said Tom 
Ammiano, the supervisor who sponsored 
the bill. Ammiano described the measure as 
“a passport of sorts,” to “take the kid to the 
library or open a bank account, or report a 
crime without being deported.” 

Supporters of the ordinance say it could 
aid crime prevention. John Trasvina, the 
president and general counsel for the Mexi- 
can American Legal Defense and Educa- 
tional Fund in Los Angeles, said he had re- 
cently received several reports of so-called 
SOM, or Sock on Mexican, attacks in the 
Los Angeles area, crimes he hoped might be 
reduced if victims came forward. NYT 
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the WORLD ue 
akistan in limbo as Musharraf term ends 


JSLAMABAD—MILITARY | RULER PERVEZ MUSHA- Minister тарса told. күл the e of bees it besworn in Friday The remain- 
кес. & т Musharraf's lawyers told the could be even earlier.” ing provincial assemblies are to 
ттаЁ$ term as president officially ends Thursday at Supreme Court in September “As soon as the Supreme Court be dissolved around Nov. 20. 
the same time as parliament dissolves, tipping that his five-year term in office can remove that hitch they will The opposition, most of 
istan into It would end on Nov. 15. Не also notify his election victory and he whom are either detained, ex- 
emergency-ruled Pakistan into limbo. vowed to shed his uniform be- will be able to take the oath. Be- iled or under house arrest, are 
The government said to quit, while international pres- fore his second term. fore he takes the oath, he wil take considering whether to boycott 
Musharraf, as the incumbent, sureis growing for him to giveup Critics say jitters over the off the uniform,” Azeem said. of the polls, saying they can be 
‘would remain in office as both his role as army chief and end the court decision on his reelection ^ Thenationalparliamentmean- neither free nor fair under the 
army chief and president until state of emergency. led to Musharraf imposing a whileissettodissolve at midnight state of emergency. 
the Supreme Court rules onthe “Inthe constitution the incum- state of emergency rule оп Nov. after serving the first full term in Outgoing Premier Shaukat Az- 
legality of his victory in an Oct. bent will continue until the next 3, after which he gutted the court the history of Pakistan, paving the iz, whose replacement is set to be 
6 presidential election. president takes oath. That is only and replaced its top judges. way for a caretaker government announced on Thursday or Fri- 
‘Opposition leaders including a common-sense approach, that Azeem said that pending the ahead of elections Musharraf has day, told state media late Wednes- 
detained former Premier Benazir you cannot have the office lying courts judgement Musharraf promised by Jan. 9. day he was “leaving the office 
Bhutto have called on Musharraf vacant" Deputy Information could take off his uniform by Тһе interim government will with a sense of satisfaction.” AFP MUSHARRAF 
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Greenhouse gases rising 


faster than UN forecasts 
SYDNEY—Greenhouse gas emissions are rising 
faster than worst-case predictions by the United 
Nations’ top climate change body, said a new Aus- 
tralian report issued Thursday. The report by the 


independent Climate Institute found emissions 
were rising faster than forecast by the UN's Inter- 
governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 
e with possibly devastating effects. "Greenhouse. 
emissions are rising faster than the worst-case 
IPCC scenarios," it said. The UN body may be "un- 
MANILA Serstatng theists of adverse impact due to 
s increased warming during this century,” it said, 
‘meaning events previously considered relatively 
unlikely were now more likely. A recent assess- 
‘ment by the IPCC used material published up to 
NEW TELEPHONE NUMBERS rh et any meno 
vations had been published since. These included 
л М $ the tact that decreases in ice cover in the Arctic 
Effective November 16, 2007, InterContinental Manila Ocean were taking place 30 years earlier than pre- 
dicted by scientific models, it said, with a new 
E P summer minimum for Arctic sea ice set in 2007. 
may be reached at the following numbers: At this rate an ice-free Arctic Ocean could exist ear- 
lier than datés previously forecast by the models, 
which see it as a possibility some time between 
2050 and 2100, it said. It warned that sea level ris- 
es could reach up to 1.4 meters by the end of the. 


Main Trunkline: (632) 793 7000 century, much higher than forecast by the UN. AFP 


О.). Simpson 


Telefax: (632) 752 7777 stand oil 


(632) 752 7i | | LOS ANGELES—O.J. 


Simpson, the football 


(632) 752 7268 Room Reservations зазнав 


murder ín 1995, was or- 


= бегей to stand trial оп 
(632) 752 7520 Sales & Marketing Dept. ==; 
2 75 prosecutors say was the SIMPSON т 

armed robbery іп Las Vegas of his own memora- 

(632) 752 7516 Food & Beverage Dept. Ronson Le Verns le 
Joe Bonaventure ordered Simpson, 60, and two 
other men to stand trial on 12 charges, including 
kidnapping and armed robbery, in the Sept. 13 in- 

1-800-1651-8888 cident at the Palace Station Hotel and Casino. 

Bonaventure set trial for Simpson, Clarence Stew- 
art and Charles Ehrlich to begin on Nov. 28, al- 
though that date will almost certainly be pushed 
back. Defense attorneys asked that the case be 
dismissed because it was based largely on the 
testimony of witnesses who they said lacked cred- 
ibility. Bonaventure agreed that prosecution wit- 
nesses, some of whom had criminal records or 
were testifying in exchange for leniency, had credi- 
bility issues. “(But) the ultimate determination of 
the credibility of witnesses should be left to a jury. 
For this reason the defense arguments are not 
convincing," the judge said. Reuters. 


Sex diseases still rising in US 

THE INCIDENCE of gonorrhea, which had de- 
clined sharply, has risen in the last two years in 
this country while the number of chlamydia and 
syphilis cases continue to rise, federal health offi- 
cials said Tuesday. Chlamydia and gonorrhea are 
‘the two most common diseases among those 
doctors must report in the United States. And the 
1,030,911 cases of chlamydia in 2006 are the 
highest ever recorded for any nationally reported 
disease in any year, the officials said in releasing 
their annual report on sexually transmitted dis- 
eases. They said that because of underreporting, а 
more accurate estimate is 2.8 milion new 
chlamydia cases annually. The chlamydia microbe 
can cause pelvic inflammatory disease and result- 
ing abdominal pain, ectopic pregnancy and infer- 
tility in women. NYT 


Mothers pray on Korean test day 
SEOUL—South Korean mothers knelt in prayer, 
the stock market opened late and the military 
grounded flights to help teenagers taking a college 
entrance exam on Thursday that could shape the 
course of their lives. Some 585,000 students took 
the state-sponsored College Scholastic Aptitude 
Test. The exam determines the university they will 
attend, but getting into an elite college often means 
Р being at the top of the list for the best jobs after 
No. | Ayala Avenue, 1226 Makati City, Philippines graduation and being considered one of the most 
A eligible people to marry. Education-obsessed 
E-mail: manila@interconti.com Website: www.intercontinental.com/manila д South Korean parents spend huge sums of money 
on the best tutors, cram schools, private schools 
Powered by: and even nutritionists who will fashion a diet suited 
for studying to give their child an advantage. Most 
AM, teenagers preparing for the test usually spend 
e $3 Globe about 14 to 16 hours a day in studies. Mothers by 
SA Rasen the tens of thousands prayed for good results at 
= Buddhist temples known for having links to educa- 
tion as well as at Christian churches. Reuters 
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Medics break ice; Road Kings up 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


NEW-KID-ON-THE-BLOCK PHAREX FI- 
nally broke through in the PBL V-Go En- 
ergy Cup yesterday with a 79-76 over- 
time decision of Bacchus Energy at The 
Arena in San Juan. 

Elmer Espiritu scored five of his 24 points in 
extra time and the Medics preserved the win 
with a brilliant defensive gem at endgame to 
thwart the Energy Drink Raiders. 

It was just the first win in six games for 


PHAREX gunner Sean Co puts up a shot off 
Ramsey Williams of Bacchus, —ascusroaacruz 


Pucay, Thai 


share Viet 
Benz lead 


HO CHI MINH CITY 
Filipino Mars Pu- 
cay faded with an 
even-par 72 and 
shared the lead with 
promising Thai 
golfer Nakul Vichit- 
Tyuthasestr halfway 
through the Mer- 
cedes-Benz Champi- 
onship Viemam on 
Thursday. 

Nakul carded a 71, 
the joint best round 
of the day, to tie Pu- 
сау at three-under- 
par 141. 

Viemamese ama- 
teur Hyunh Van Son, 
who started the day 
with a joint share of the lead, stuttered to a 74 
to be two off the pace at the Vietnam Golf and 
Country Club. 

Pucay though, was happy with his perfor- 
mance 

“Level par is okay.” he said. “Its not an easy 
course as the greens are very quick and undu- 
lating, You are in trouble if you get above the 
hole.” 

Filipino amateur ace Jay Bayron was three 
off the lead after shooting a 75 along with 
Thailand's Pol Kemmarat. 

Nakul has been a regular feature on the 
leaderboards on this year’s Asean Golf Tour, 
"which was launched in September to provide 
more playing opportunities for players in the 
region. 

“I played well today but made some mis- 
takes on the back nine,” said Nakul. 

He was coasting along before bogeys on 13 
and 14, and another dropped shot on 16, 
spoiled his card. 

Leading second-round scores: 

41--tial слу азаа (THA) 70-71, Mars Pucay 
(PHI) 692; 143—Hyunh Van Son (VN) 69-74; 144— ay 
Bayron (PH 2) 69-75, Pol Kernmarat (THA) 69:75; 145—Felix 
Casas (РН) 71-74, Srapong Майтеушвпуопа (THA) 78-72, 
Pii Pactalasem (THA) 70-75; 146—Khor Kheng Hval (MAS) 
тыз 


PUCAY: Even par 72 
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Unleash ; 


‘the road warrior. 
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wered, bu. premium, organic combust 


Pharex and it left Bacchus as the only winless 
squad in the seven-team field at 0-5. 

"Toyota Balintawak snapped its own skid by 
erasing a 10-point deficit on the way to a 71- 
66 win over San Mig Coffee in the other game. 

"Trailing 49-59, the Road Kings opened the 
fourth period with a 14-2 run to take a 63-61 
lead it never relinquished. Toyota won for the 
first time in four games and improved to 3-3. 

“We've been playing decent basketball and 
"working out hard,” said Pharex coach Gian 
Carlo Tan, whose Medics lost four of those five. 


НОЕ 


games by close margins, “We've just not gotten 
the breaks." 

Espiritu, a vital cog in the University of the 
East team that finished second behind La Salle 
in the ЧААР early in October, capped his best 
offensive show by clustering five points inside. 
the final 2:58 that erased a 71-74 deficit. 

The 6-foot-3 do-it-all forward also had five 
rebounds and two shot blocks, the last coming 
off UE teammate Hans Thiele's three-point at- 
tempt which could have sent the contest into а 
second extension. 


Fist Game 

PHAREX 79—Espiiu 24, Co 21, Malls 11, Alera 6, Gerla 
6 Aquino 4, lad, Bulawan 2, Orola 2, De Guzman û. 

BACCHUS 76—Mendoza 17, Martinez 12, Ligas 10, Thiele 
9, Viardo 6, Mondargon 5, Dea Cruz 4, Raymundo 4, Dizon 3, 
Guevarra 2, Fampuime 2, Willams 2, Cagoco 0, Labagal 0. 

Quarters: 13-21; 35-32; 60-52; 67-79-76 

Second Game 

‘TOYOTA BALINTAWAK 71 Sona 20, Aldave 19, Casio 12, 
hime 7, Faundo 4, Vilanueva 3, Dedicato 3, Sta. Майа 2, 
Hayes 1: Alcaraz 0, Guerrero 0, Rodriguez 0. 

‘SAN MIG COFFEE 66— Vanpayo 15, Custodio 14, Raneses 
узт Dalal 11, Saldua 6, Dela Pena 5, Angeles 2, Шапгоп O, 
Sclocon 0, Pascual O, Arao 0, Sorongon 0, Del Rosario 0. 

Quarters: 18-15; 35-36, 49-50; 71-65 
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‘STANDINGS W 
Hapee 5 
Harbour 4 
Toyota 3 
SanMig 2 
Mall & More 2 
Pharex 1 
Bacchus 0 5 

GAMES TOMORROW - 
The Arena, San Juan) 
2 p.m—Harbour C. 

ч. San Mig Coffee 

4p.m.—Mall à More 

vs, Bacchus 
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. STANDINGS 
Purefoods 
Magnolia 
Talk'N Text 
Alaska 
Red Bull 
Sta. Lucia 
Adi 
Ginebra. 
Welcoat 
Coca-Cola. 
GAMES TODAY 
. (Cuneta Astrodome) 
1 435 p.m—Magnalia 
vs Welcoat. 
720pm—AiZ1 vs 


MARK CAGUIOA RETURNS TO HOPEFUL- 
ТҮ give Barangay Ginebra a spark when the 
defending champion Gin Kings clash with. 
slumping Air21 tonight in the Smart PBA 
Philippine Cup eliminations at the Cuneta 
Astrodome. 

‘The pesky guard returned recently from 
the United States where he recovered from 
a shoulder injury and initial reports said 
the 6-foot gunslinger will be suiting up in 
the 7:20 p.m. game. 

Ginebra has found life hard without 
Caguioa and Eric Menk, another superstar 
starter out because of injury. And the Kings 


|. Barangay Ginebra 
| Barangay Ginebra 


Pagulayan, 
Corteza keep 
Dumaguete 
win streaks 


DUMAGUETE CITY—REIGNING RP CHAMP 
Тее Vann Corteza nipped German Ralf Sou- 
quet, 9-7 Wednesday night, to keep his 
chances of advancing in the Negros Oriental 
nternational 9-Ball Championships at the Du- 
maguete Convention Center here. 

Alex Pagulayan also remained unscathed af- 
{ег two matches. He turned back Taiwanese 
Star Wu Chia-ching, 9-5, before ripping coun- 
tyman Arturo Publico, 9-1. His next assign- 
-ment will be American Corey Deuel today. 

t*Corteza made the most out of a crucial 
Scratch by Souquet in the 16th rack to post the 
win and lead a bevy of local bets who are fan- 
cied to romp off with the $20,000 top prize. 

It was the second straight win for the 28- 
year-old Corteza, who will clash with another 
former world champion in Mika Immonen of 
Finland today. Corteza scored a 9-4 decision of 
Boyet Drillon in the first round. 

Immonen is also unbeaten in two starts af- 
ter taking a 9-6 and 9-7 victories over JecJec 
Limen and Warren Kiameo, respectively. 

Deuel, posted 9-6 victories over Mike 
‘Takayama and Chung Chien-te of Taiwan. 

Unheralded Jarry Pelayo, who is playing mi- 
nus two fingers he lost in a firecracker accident 
аза child, and Elmer Haya clipped formidable 
foreign foes to sustain their respective runs. 

Pelayo shocked Yang Ching-shun, 9-8, and 
Rodolfo “Boy Samson” Luat, 9-3, while Haya 
trounced Japan-based Ramil Gallego, 9-8, 
Japan's Satoshi Kawabata, 9-5. 

Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


have been languishing near the bottom of 
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Caguioa back to spark slumping Gin Kings today 


the standings because of this. 

‘At 2-4 and just а game out of the cellar, 
the Kings need to win games in a string go- 
ing into the last few days of the first round. 

And it could be a blessing that Ginebra 
will be colliding with the Express, who 
have lost their last two games—against 
Sta. Lucia and Purefoods—by an average 
of 27 points. 

Ginebra actually snapped a four-game 
losing streak last week by cutting the Real- 
tors down to size, 103-90, and the return of 
Caguioa—unless he is in truly bad shape— 
can do nothing but prop up the Kings’ spir- 
its and boost their firepower. 


Meanwhile, sister team Magnolia seeks 
to stay in solo second place when the rock- 
solid Beverage Masters clash with Welcoat 
in the 4:35 p.m. contest. 

Magnolia has been on a roller-coaster ride 
since the start of the tournament just over a 
month ago as its star-studded lineup tries to 
jell in time for the bigger battles ahead. 

Welcoat, on the other hand, will be com- 
ing off the biggest win in its short history in 
the league, a 126-125 overtime victory 
over powerhouse Talk'N Text over ће 
weekend. 

Te would be interesting to see how the 
young Dragons, who won just seven games 
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lastyear before undergoing a massive man- 
power buildup anchored on No. 1 pick Joe 
Devance, treat their next game against an- 
other title contender. 

“The morale of the team is high,” Wel- 
coat coach Leo Austria said while scouting 
оп Wednesday at the Araneta Coliseum. 
“That win showed that we have slowly 
built our character.” 

Aside from Devance, the Dragons will al- 
so be led by Nic Belasco, the hero in that 
win, and sophomore center Jay-R Reyes. 

Dondon Hontiveros, Danny Seigle, Dan- 
ny Ildefonso and Olsen Racela will again 
spearhead Magnolia. Musong R. Castillo 


OLYMPIC FEST NAT'LS 


5 kata 


lift QC 


ZAMBOANGA City's Radjeev Tahil bests all comers in the semifinals 
of the 400-meter run at the Rizal Memorial track oval. 


werr 


By June Navarro 


1 
d QUEZON CITY SCOOPED UP 
FIVE GOLD medals in the kata 
event of karatedo while Baguio City 
sparkled on the track yesterday in the 
2nd Philippine Olympic Festival national 
championships at the rain-battered Rizal 
Memorial Sports Complex. 

Miguel Villasis (boys 10-11), John Cenard 
Cullera (boys 12-13), Elsha Bertillo (giris 12- 
13), Raquel Luzares (girls 14-15) and Chloe 
Villasis (girls 8-9) struck for the QC squad 
which grabbed the overall lead from Lipa. 

Baguio City swept the first two golds in ath- 
letics with Hemanie Sore and Ceasar Castane- 
to ruling the men's and junior boys’ 5,000-me- 
ter run at the wet and slippery Rizal oval. 

Sore breasted the tape in 15 minutes and 
8.1 seconds to beat University of Baguio team- 
mate Joanes Jimenez, who timed 15:1022. 

Castaneto, who captured a pair of golds 
during the Central Northern Luzon qualifying 
games won by Baguio, prevailed in 15:30.6 
with Darwin Lim of Cavite second in 16:37 in 
the event backed by Globe, Accel, Asia Brew- 
ery, Negros Navigation, AMA Computer Col- 
lege and Creativity Lounge. 

The CNL champion team also snatched a 


Lascuíia 6 off Choi in HK Open 


HONG KONG—SOUTH KOREAS KJ. 
Choi stormed into the lead at the UBS Hong 
Kong Open on Thursday firing an eight-un- 
der-par first round of 62 to take a slender 
Advantage over a star-studded field at the 
Hong Kong Golf Club in Fan Ling 

The world No. 12 lived up to his billing 
ds favorite for the $2.25 million tourna- 
ment with nine birdies, including five in 
succession from the 12th, that lifted him a 
stroke ahead of Welshman Garry Houston, 
who had a 63. 

‘Tony Lascufia emerged the best of six Fil- 
ipinos in the field as he shot a two-under 68 
along with 17 others that include Nick Fal- 


Castro gets 
juicy offer 
from Slingers 


By Roy Luarca 


SINGAPORE—JASON CASTRO, THE 
high-flying, fleet-footed guard of the Har- 
our Centre-backed Philippine team, may 
yétland in the Australian National Basket- 
ball League instead of the Philippine Bas- 
ketball Association. 

‘Moments after lifting the Nationals to a 

100.93 victory over the Singapore Slingers 
Tuesday night, Castro got a tempting offer 
from an official of the team competing in 
the NBL Hummer Championship. 
{The Slingers, not to mention the pre- 
dominantly Filipino crowd, were awed by 
Castro's dazzling performance against 
taller defenders that saw him produce 16 
points, five assists and three steals in 31 
minutes of action. 

“Somebody from the Slingers ap- 
proached me and told me that they're look- 
ihg for Filipinos to play for the team,” said 
the 5-foot-10 Castro. 

1 “Ifthe offers good, Im inclined to accept 
ib" said Castro, back-to-back Philippine 
Basketball League MVP “But I hope to have 
Somebody with me, so as not to be lonely" 

Singapore-based Filipino businessman 
Paul Monozca confirmed the offer, saying 
that Slingers owner Bob Turner called him 
tip Wednesday morning and expressed his 
desire to go to Manila and see Castro and 
possibly other Filipino players. 


do, Paul McGinley and Thomas Bjorn. 

Frankie Mifioza, the Filipino No. 1, card- 
ed a 69 like defending champion Jose 
Manuel Lara of Spain while Juvic Pagun- 
san, whose stock rose by finishing second 
here last year to become Asian Tour Rookie 
of the Year, matched par 70. 

Veterans Angelo Que had a 71, Gerald 
Rosales carded a 73 while Artemio Mu- 
rakami struggled with a 74. Filipino ama- 
teur Dante Beciera made a 75. 

‘A bogey at the ninth was the only blem- 
ish in an otherwise flawless display for 
Choi. 

‘Sweden's Robert Karlsson and Fredrik 


‘Andersson Hed were tied for third one shot 
back. Their matching 64s set the early dub- 
house target before Choi's back nine surge 
propelled him up the leaderboard. 

South Korea's Kang Wook-soon, the last 
Asian winner of this tournament, hit a 65, 
as did Spain's Miguel Angel Jimenez and 
Scotland's Barry Hume. 

Australia's Scott Strange and Thailand's 
Thongchai Jaidee and Chapchai Norat 
were one shot further adrift. 

Thongchai, who was playing with Karis- 
son, matched the Swede for most of the 
day but two bogeys in the last three holes 


АЕР LASCUÑA: Six shots behind 


saw him slip back. 


| RP 5 not taking it easy before SEAG 


Baculi cautious despite sweep of Singapore tuneup matches 


By Roy Luarca 


SINGAPORE—THERE WILL BE NO 
Jet-up in the Philippine-Harbour Cen- 
tre team's final push for the Southeast 
Asian Games meris basketball crown. 

Due to fly home today after a suc- 
cessful raining stint here, the Nation- 
als need not even unpack their bags 
as they are due to be quartered for at 
least 10 days before embarking on 
their mission to retain their crown in 
‘Thailand next month. 

Harbour Centre team owner Mikee 
Romero approved the recommenda- 
tion of the coaching staff headed by 
Junel Baculi Thursday following the 
Nationals breezy 115-55 victory over 
the Singapore selection at the Singa- 
pore Basketball Centre. 

‘Though satisfied with his wards’ 
performance, Baculi said the Nation- 
als still need to have that special kind 
of bonding before leaving for Nakhon 
Ratchasima, Thailand, on Dec. 3. 


то achieve this, the Nationals will 
have two days of team building in 
‘Tagaytay City before being kept under 
one roof in the final phase of their 
SEAG preparations. 

Romero asked the Nationals for a 
little more sacrifice. 

“You have to believe in us (RP team 
management), you have to believe in 
your coaches and you have to believe 
in yourselves,” Romero told the Na- 
Чопа during a dinner hosted by busi- 
nessman Paul Monozca. "If you can do 
that, positive things will happen.” 

Erick Arejola, the RP team coordi- 
nator, said they are already looking 
for a suitable place for the Nationals, 
who highlighted their four-game 
sweep here with a 100-93 come- 
from-behind victory over the Singa- 
pore Slingers Tuesday. 

The Nationals also dumped the 
Singapore national team, 90-42, оп 
Sunday and the United States Navy 
selection, 105-92, on Monday. 


Meanwhile, assistant coaches 
Louie Alas and Beaujing Acot arrived. 
Thursday from nearby Johor Baru, 
where they watched the Malaysia па- 
tional team subdue the National Bas- 
ketbell Conference-Spring Oil selec- 
tion, 87-75, in the Johor International 
Invitational tournament. 

According to Alas, the Malaysians 
are basically the same team that 
placed third in the 2003 SEAG in Viet- 
nam and remain beatable. 

“They (Malaysians) shoot well and 
their big men can play smal,” said 
Alas, who steered the national team 
to the 1999 Brunei SEAG title. “Still, I 
am optimistic that we could beat 
them again especially if we play the 
same way we did against the 
Slingers” 

‘Alas noted that the Malaysians are 
mainly a nine-man rotation, though 
they beat the NBC selection sans one 
of their stars—6-fo0t-6 Lee Wei—who 
studies at China's Fujian University 


Mabuhay Miles golf fires off at Eagle Ridge 


OVER 400 GOLFERS, INCLUDING 
company presidents, CEOs, top pro- 
fessionals and other captains of busi- 
ness and industry, tee off today for 
the 2007 Mabuhay Miles Elite Invita- 
tional golf tournament at the Eagle 


Ridge Golf & Country Club in Gen. 
"Trias, Cavite. 

Dubbed “Make A Solid Impact,” 
the tournament will be held for the 
second straight year at the sprawling 
Eagle Ridge golf complex. 


Competition will be in four di 
sions for the men plus the ladies divi- 
sion. Class A and the ladies will play 
at the Dye course, Classes B and D. 
will tour the Faldo course, while 
Class C will tackle the Norman. 


golds 
to top 


gold in the boys kata through George Segundo 
in the boys’ 16-and-above bracket. 

Lipa City also shone in the kata event of 
karatedo with Kym Yoroshiko Torres seizing 
the boys’ 10-11 title, Raymund Mejico captur- 
ing the boys’ 14-15 division and Joy Tapero 
walking away with the girls 10-11 plum. 

Manila snared its first gold of the weeklong 
games hosted by the Philippine Sports Com- 
mission when Christopher Jaboc ruled the 
youth 5,000m in 15:29.7. 

Jaboc outpaced Laguna's Jake Reyes, who 
grabbed the silver in 16:22.6. 

Victories by Jennibeth Salceda of Far East- 
em University (3,000m open women) and 
Frejelyn Rongcales of University of Santo 
Tomas (3,000m junior girls) could have 
helped boost Manila's stock but they decided 
to represent their respective schools instead. 

Davao del Norte picked up its first gold 
courtesy of Jonel Buncits triumph in the 
5,000m open junior boys while Hanny Jean 
Delfin put Capiz on the medal tally with her 
youth girls’ 3,000m victory. 

Jan Jodilyn Fronda also seized a chess gold 
for Manila in the girls under-14 after compil- 
ing 4.5 points in six rounds while Пойо City's 
Cesar Mariano took the boys’ open with a tour- 
nament-best 5.5 points. 


E SPonrSwarcH 
Molo Scoop session guest 
HOW FIT ARE FILIPINO ATHLETES VYING 
in the coming 24th Southeast Asian Games 
in Thailand? 

This will be discussed in today's SCOOP 
‘session at 11 a.m. where Dr. Randolph Mo- 
lo, member of the medical staff of the 
Philippine Center for Sports Medicine, will 
appear as guest. Also invited to the forum 


‘sponsored by Accel are PSC's Quennie 
Evangelista and Rachelle Dumuk. 


‘Bakbakan’ finals get going 
THE CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND OF THE 
NFGB Bakbakan National 10-Stag Derby 
starts at 1 p.m. today with 96 fights lined up. 
atthe Makati Coliseum. 

The remaining semifinal rounds also siz- 
zle today at Mabuhay Cockpit in Pampanga 
and Talisay Sports Complex in Cebu. 

Manny Berbano and Rommel Calalang 
of Bulacan, Gen-gen Arayata and Charlie 
Hao of Bicol, Boy Uy and Peping Chan of 
Rizal and Ferdie Buensalida of Batangas tal- 
lied six wins last Tuesday and Wednesday. 


"Bracket of 3’ cockfest on 
‘THE “BRACKET OF 3 FASTEST-WIN ONE- 
Cock Ulutan" returns to Roligon Mega 
Cockpit from 9 a.m. today, a month after 
drawing 107 entries at its last hackfights. 

“Enthusiasts like the no-entry-fee format, 
and winners are immediately known after 
every three fights,” said host Rolly Ligon. 

Each fastest-win champion gets a bonus 
of P5,000. 

Meanwhile, the "Weder Weder Lang" 5- 
cock derby kicks off at the venue on Dec. 1, 
4, бапо 8 with P2 million up for grabs. 
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RAFAEL Nadal plays a forehand return to Novak Djokovic. 
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Nadal pips Djokovic, 
«stays in Masters hunt 


SHANGHAI—RAFAEL NADAL BLASTED 
past Serb Novak Djokovic, 6-4 6-4, on 
‘Thursday but the world No. 2 still faced a 
nervous wait to see if he had done 
enough to reach the semifinals of the 
year-ending Tennis Masters Cup. 

‘The French Open champion boosted his 
round-robin record to 2-1, making him a fa- 
vorite to advance at the $4.45 million event 
in Shanghai. 

Fellow Spaniard David Ferrer, who beat 
Nadal on Tuesday for his second straight 
win, was playing France's Richard Gasquet 
in the other Gold Group match later on 
Thursday, 

Any result other than Gasquet winning in 


games won and lost the deciding factor in 
who goes through, would be good enough 
for Nadal. 

Djokovic, already eliminated after losing 
his first two matches, failed to consistently 
threaten Nadal, who was fired-up from the 
start. 

A lucky net cord gave Nadal an early 
break and Djokovic effectively surrendered 
the set when he dumped an easy volley into 
the net to drop serve again in the fifth 
game. 

Nadal dashed any ideas Djokovic had ofa 
comeback with a lunging backhand volley 
to hold to 5-3 in the second set, pumping 
his fists and roaring in delight after a 


NN. 


A looping forehand down the line gave 
Nadal victory on his first match point, the 
Spaniard sinking to his knees in celebration 
after his most convincing performance of 
the group stages. 

Andy Roddick pasted Fernando Gonza- 
lez, 6-1, 6-4, late on Wednesday and is the 
only player so far to book his place in the 
semifinals of the eight-man tournament. - 

The American said he was itching to rez 
verse years of pain by knocking world No.1 
Roger Federer out of the Masters Cup on 
Friday. 5 

The fifth-ranked Roddick faces an unusii- 
ally vulnerable Federer who has suffered 
three defeats in the past four weeks, his 


three sets, which would make the ratio of 


marathon point. 


Sonics spoil Wade’s return to Heat 


MIAMI—MIAMTS SEASON-LONG WAIT 
for Dwyane Wade ended. So, too, did Seattle's 
quest for its first win of the Kevin Durant era. 

Chris Wilcox scored 20 points, Damien 
Wilkins added 19 and the SuperSonics spoiled 
Wade's retum by beating Miami, 10495, 
Wednesday night—Seattles first win in nine 
games this season. 

Durant, the highly touted rookie, finished 
with 18 on 6-of-16 shooting for Seattle. 

Wade scored 15 points in 25 minutes on 5- 
for-9 shooting for Miami (1-7), which is 0-4 at 
home for the second time in franchise history. 

Ricky Davis scored 19 points on just 5-for- 


12 SEAG 


events may 
be shelved 


KUALA LUMPUR—AT LEAST 12 EVENTS 
face the axe from next month's Southeast 
Asian Games in Thailand because not 
enough competitors have registered to 
take part. 

Games organizing committee secre- 
tary-general Charoen Wattanasin said on- 
Jy two countries have entered athletes for 
the events and the rules require at least 
four countries for them to go ahead. 

"We have set the rules and we should 
follow it,” he said. 

“As we have 12 events with only two 
countries, sports associations are arguing 
that there are at least four athletes regis- 
tered and the events should go ahead. 
They have asked me and I have said no." 

The events set to go are: skeet, trap and 
double trap in shooting, women’s wind- 
surfing, women's 48kg and over 76kg 
weightlifting, equestrian individual and 
team, women's squash, Muaythai ban- 
tamweight and lightweight, and women's. 
downhill cycling. 

‘The organizing committee are set to 
meet on Friday to discuss the fate of the 
events, a report said 

‘The Games run from Dec. 6 to 15 in 
Nakhon, 

More than 7,000 athletes and officials 
are competing in the Games with Thai- 
land sending the largest contingent of 
1,389, followed by Malaysia, 1,114:The 
Philippines is sending about S00. AFP 


FOREIGN SPORTS BITS 


Knicks slap fine on Marbury 

NEW YORK—STEPHON MARBURY WAS FINED 
close to $200,000 for leaving the New York 
Knicks without permission, reports said Wednes- 
day. The New Yor« Post said Marbury missed a 
Monday practice. He was reportedly told earlier 
he would not start in the club's Tuesday NBA 
game against the Phoenix Suns. Knicks coach Isi- 
ah Thomas on Monday told the 30-year-old Mar- 
bury that he would be replaced by Mardy Collins 
in the starting lineup against the Suns. AFP. 


A-Rod might return to Yankees 
NEW YORK—FREE AGENT SLUGGER ALEX RO- 
driguez has contacted the New York Yankees 
about a possible return to the club. In a statement 
on his official website (AROD.com) Wednesday, 
the 32-year-old third baseman said he had spo- 
ken to the Yankees owners, the Steinbrenner fam- 
lly. Rodriguez and the Yankees cut their tles last. 
month when he exercised an escape clause in his. 
10-year, $252 million contract. Reuters. 


Stiff fines for overweight boxers 
BOXING CHIEFS ARE MULLING OVER MOVES 

to hit errant fighters in the pocket. World Boxing 
Council fines for boxers who breach weigh-in 
rules range from just $1,000 to $1,500 and WBC 
president Jose Sulaiman said that stiffer fines 
linked to fighters’ purses may be introduced to 
ensure complicity. WBC rules state that at 30 days. 
before a fight, a boxer must not exceed his weight 
category by 10 percent or more. Reuters 


18 shooting for Miami. 

‘At Los Angeles, Stephon Marbury rejoined 
the New York Knicks (See story below), but 
Chris Kaman had 14 points and 18 rebounds 
to lead the Los Angeles Clippers. 

‘Marbury came off the bench to score nine of 
his 13 points in the first half. 

‘At Boston, the Celtics tumed up the defense 
and the tempo while Kevin Gamett was on the 
bench with three fouls and improved to 7-0 
with a 91-69 win over the New Jersey Nets, 
their best start since they opened 10-0 in 1972- 
73. Their best start was 14-0 in 1957-58. 

‘At Cleveland, Dwight Howard matched a 


career high with 35 points and Hedo Turkoglu 
tied up LeBron James for a jump ball in the fi- 
nal second of overtime to lift the Orlando Mag- 
icover the Cavaliers, 117-116, and remain un- 
beaten on the road. 

James finished with 39 points, 14 assists 
and 13 rebounds. According to the Elias Sports 
Bureau, James is ће first player to record that 
many points, assists and rebounds in a game 
since Wilt Chamberlain in 1968. 

(her NBA games: Lakers 93, Rods 90: Petons 111, War- 
iors 104 Timberwohes 108, Kings 103; Wizards 103, Pacers 
90 Jazz 2, Raptors 88; Ноте 95, Siers 78: Hawks 117, Bob- 
cals 109; Bucks 102, Gres 99; Nuggets 110, Fal Bazers 93. 


р, 


Many OTHER UN 


worst run since 2003. 


‘Metre м ns of FRE TRUCK maleble 
MOST PRACTICAL investment for your business. 
"Ме sccapt TRADE of FIRE & CARGO TRUCKS 


ORIGINAL Left-Hand Drive Fire Tr 


Vola Soren: 2763 JOSE ABAD SANTOSKTONDD: | ror + 254-0404.» 254-2116 | 
(акча ТАЕ СЫП КА 


November 16, 9pm, Elbow fom, Métro 


pap stone Mi pm 
zm 


E 
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December 14, Silver City Activity Center 


A TRUE QUALITY experience you would not want to miss! 
Watch out for further details on this one-of-a-kind music event. 
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Lady Stags, Eagles collide 


LOCAL SUPPORT WILL SPELL THE DIFFER- 
ence when San Sebastian seeks a repeat 
win over Ateneo today at the start of the 
2007 Shakey's V-League volleyball second 
conference at The Arena in San Juan. 

The Lady Stags and the Lady Eagles clash at. 
3pm. 

Phe University of Santo Tomas Tigresses al- 
so eye another victory over the Adamson Uni- 
versity Lady Falcons later at 5 o'clock. 

A victory by both the Lady Stags and the Ti- 
gresses would give them a two-win edge at 7-1 
‘over the third-placed Lady Eagles. 

The first time San Sebastian and Ateneo met 
оп Oct. 23, the Lady Stags won, 18-25, 25-23, 


MONTRÉ (Tho Podium + SM Mall of Asia + SM The Block) 
RUSTAN S (Shangrita Plaza Mall + Gateway) 


29-27, 20-25, 15-7. 
San Sebastian's 
Thai import Jaroensti 


STANDINGS W L 
1 
1 
2 | Bualee enjoys strong- 
3 
H 


w 
6 
6 
5 
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er local support. She 
was with them in the 
first conference where 
she won Most Valu- 
able Player honors. 

Rysabelle De- 
уапайега, — Latigay 
Mellissa Mirasol, Jin- 
ni Mondejar and Charisse Ancheta were par- 
ticularly helpful in the crucial third set won by 
the Lady Stags, 29-27, in 34 minutes. 


3 
GAMES TODAY 
(The Arena, San Juan) 
3pm—SSCvs Ateneo 
Spm—UST 
vs Adamson 


The next big thing 
in mainstream motorcycle riding. 


The times are changing, and so are our necds. 
Since its debut in 2003. 

Crypton has become the quintessential 4«stroke moped. 

It has been known for its reliable driving performance, operability, and refined design 

The new Crypton Z is complete witli the latest technologies developed by world-renowned Yamaha, 
starting with a new aerodynamic form, new design approaches for headlights, 
excellent operability with a rotary type shifting mechanism, and comfortable riding position. 
This is because Crypton Z designers focused on the optimum balance for all of its elements. 
Our goal is to create an authentic inter-city commuter that would be second to none, 


and a masterpiece that would be enjoyed by everyone. 


@VAMAHA 


www.yamaha-motor.com.ph 


Bualee's counterpart and fellow Thai, two- 
time Southeast Asian Games campaigner 
Lithawat Kesinee, should likewise be able to 
draw inspired performances from teammates 
Charo Soriano, Karla Bello, Denise Acevedo, 
Patricia Lyn Taganas and Bea Pascual. 

UST beat Adamson on Nov. 4, 25-15, 17-25, 
25-18, 25-23, with Venus Bemal and Mary 
Jean Balse, who combined for 33 points, and 
two other Tigresses scoring in double digits. 

The league uses the 3-of-4 incentive to give 
lower-ranked teams a chance to fight for the 
crown. Any team that wins three of its four 
semifinal games automatically gains a playoff 
for the second finals slot. Romina S. Austria 


Pool body 
fetes WPC’s 
‘Superman’ 


FOR MAKING THE 
title match of the 
$400,000 World Pool 
Championship ге 
cently, the hitherto- 
unheralded Robert 
Gomez will be feted 
by the Billiards and 
Snooker Congress of 
the Philippines. 

“What he did is 
something every Fil- 
ipino, especially from 
the Visayas-Mindanao area, should be proud 
of" said BSCP president Ernesto Fajardo of 
Gomez, known in pool circles as Superman. 

Aside from being the first qualifier to ever 
make the title match, the 29-year-old Gomez 
was the first player from the southern part of 
the Philippines to pull off the feat. 

Gomez, a former correspondent for a televi- 
sion station in Zamboanga, holds degrees in 
mass communication and criminology from 
the University of the Philippines in Western 
Mindanao. 

The luncheon for the new pool sensation, 
who yielded to England's Daryl Peach, 15-17, 
in Sunday's finals, is set on Monday in Makati. 

“The way he dismantled the opposition on 
his way to the finals is mind-boggling,” said 
BSCP chair Yen Makabenta. "For me, he's the 
best player in this year’s WPC. He just picked 
the wrong time to lose." 

Gomez twice clustered 11 straight racks 
during the tournament against favored foes. 

He first did the trick in his 11-0 whitewash 
of Europe's No. 1 Niels Feijen of the Nether- 
lands in the Final 16. In the semifinals, Gomez 
rallied from 0-4 down to beat England's top 
player Karl Boyes, 11-4. Musong R. Castillo 


` ВЕ Resort bets 
pace I-Village 
golf by 4 points 


BF RESORT DREW 39 POINTS EACH 
from four players to surge into the lead at 
the start of the grand finals of the My- 
Phone Presents the 16th Intervillage Golf 
‘Tournament Series at the Summit Point 
course in Lipa City on Wednesday. 

Amiel "Jojo" Bondoc, Joey Lalisan, Art 
Ampaya and Zardi Abellera each carded 
39 points о... BF Resort on top with 
306, four ahevd of Hillsborough. 

Also scoring Sor BF Resort were Атой. 
Jumalon (38), Re ny Gervacio (38), Rupert 
Bayocot (38) and Lis Bustamante (36). 

Hillsborough struck through Danny 
Olanosa (39), Ed Puno (29), King Rodri- 
go (39), Philip Brodett (38), Roderick 
Gamboa (38), Roger Maningas (37), Vic. 
Guzman (36) and Rene Cuchon (36). 

Tahanan was six strokes back at 300 on 
the effons of Lito Abad (39), Danny 
Gutierrez (39), Jun Sauler (39), Beng Ibo 
(39), Michael Gonzales (38), Rene Men- 
doza (36), Ed Reyes (35) and Ronnie Ca- 
ballero (35). 

Better Living/Don Bosco/Levitown 
took fourth spot with 291 followed by 
Don Enrique Heights (284) and Cinco 
Hermanos/Monte Vista (282). 

In individual play, Joel Altea IV was the 
lonê entry in Group 1 (handicap 0-5), scor- 
ing 31 points while Arnold Jumalon paced 
Group 2 (6-10) with 32, three ahead of 
Brodett, Ed Puno and Vic Guzman. 

Group 3 (11-15) leader was Art Am- 
paya with 33 points followed by Danny 
Gutierrez (30) and Danny Olonosa (29) 
while Beng Ibo was ahead in Group 4 
(16-20) with 29 points, 

Roderick Gamboa and Michael Gonza- 
Jes shared the Group 5 lead with 215. 
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Bs? е WB raises RP growth forecast for '07 


policy SY EAZORS East Asia Economic Growth Country’s GDP rise may be 


ma зал шш 
verging East Asia 83 : 82 1 H 

rates : ; Bason E Ма ә i 5  highestin SE Asia, bank says 

FOR THE THIRD mere Indonesia 55 63 64 

time this year, the Malaysia 59 57 59 By Doris C. Dumlao пуз gross domestic product 


Bangko Sentral ng oe ned E "e (GDP) would likely grow by 6.7 


Pilipinas yesterday Transition Econ. THE WORLD BANK HAS Percent this year, and sustain an 
slashed its bench- эя China ил 113 108 p .. expansion of 6.2 percent in 
mark interest rates PESO-DOLLAR RATI Vietnam 82 83 82 upgraded its economic 2008. 

by 25 b: ints to z Small Economies 72 64 62 ing it 

y 25 basis poi zm zi = 22 a n growth forecast on the _ During its earlier assessment 
hit historical lows, ib 43222 Qi ا‎ 50 53 51 Philippines for this year = April, the World Bank pro- 
citing its benign in- > Sother NIES 59 54 51 рр! у‹ jected that the Philippine do- 


йиш с and As of рит, Nov. 15, 2007. Japan 22 20 18 and the next, asthe bank mestic economy would expand 
e favorable im- » a WORLD BANK EAST ASA REGIONE OCTOBER 2007, CONSENSUS FORECASTS FOR MES by only 5.6 percent this year 
pactofthesharppe- Stock index falls 0.3% oS сив e and 6 percent in 2008, 

sos appreciation:  ТНЕРНІЦРРІМЕ STOCK EXCHANGE INDEX т or emerging East Philippine GDP growth 
in а licy- ^ yesterday lost 9.4 points, or 0.3 percent, at каса» Asia—the world’s fastest jumped to 7.3 percent in the first 
male brought dowa 367222, giving back some ofthe previous growing region. Fact AN te ane amang 
Board brought down session's gains, in ine with an ovemightre- ЕЗ Bank lending | B = BIR sees es bigger tax у | the middle-income countries of 


treat on Wall Street. In its twice-a-year East Asia Southeast Asia and the country's 


inge to 5.5 percent 0 and Pacific update released yes- best perf 20 
and the ovemight up 6.2% /B4 shortfall in Oct. /86 terday the bank said the coun- Ре OAC In e Raises s2 
lending rate to 75 


Percent, BSP Gover- т Er ne A IL EET 
пог Amando Tetang- EY soe = 

co Jr announced after [E 

the board meeting. f~ „ Jason Ang, contributor, Manila Bulletin, August 31 2007 - - 
си н y "Passengers were constantly amazed. "Paráng “matic” they'd exclaim: 
pendent central bank 2^ ч : d -Drew Asuncion, contributor, Top Gear, August 2007 issue “ 


UE established in f "There has never been a car in this class that provides so much power, fuel efficiency, 

REY fresh mone. 8 and features, and to top it all of is very affordable.” “Solid, mature ride that truly spells EURC 
tary easing was È -Mike Toledo, former Press Undersecretary -Brian Afuang, editor, Manila Times, му 31 2007-55 
widely expected by Say 
e e dut -James Deakin, host, Counterflow, NU107 
kets given the peso's 


steep appreciation È "The Ford Focus TDCi is a car that makes the choice 
against the dollar, of a diesel passenger car more acceptable: 


the favorable out- ` “The new Ford Focus does not fail to excite me everytime I drive it." 3 

Expl de е dudes RE ет ‘Andre Palma, columnist, Philippine Daily Inquirer, August 22 2007 225 
and the central 

banks better con- “The Ghia 1.8L sedan has the full nine yards." 


trol of growth in "Tito Hermoso, editor, C! Magazine. Business World, August 29 2007 
money supply. 


“Liquidity growth | “This car pretty much lives up to the hype.” 
continued to slow "rhe new Ford Focus is surprisingly fast, with the LBL engine as the new entry level -Dong Magsajo, editor, The Philippine Star, September 28 2007 72 
down for the fifth and the Turbo Diesel at the top of the range” 
consecuüve month эры e O hos 
їп September; risks 
pertaining to agricul- 
tural output have 
moderated; more re- 
cent regional wage 
adjustments are not 
expected to generate. 
additional price pres- 
sures; and inflation 
expectations remain 
well anchored,” 
Tetangco said. 

Tetangco said the 
Monetary Board, in 
assessing the upside 
risks, believed that аном. 
these risks Were iiin 
manageable. Leet 

“Monetary mea- 


[== аа а The rave reviews keep on coming for the new Ford Focus. Whether you pick the new 1.8L Trend 4-door/5-door, 1.8L Ghia, or the 2.0L Turbo Diesel, the amazing pace 
last May continue to T you pi g p: 
pred ае а of the Ford Focus makes it such a cay Check out the great affordable prices with Ford's World Class Celebration 


domestic liquidity of Experience first hand what everyone's talking about. For more information, call 889-FORD (3673) or visit your nearest dealership. 
the sustained strong 


foreign exchange in- 
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the effect of higher А 
import prices of oil Make Every Day Exciting 
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Ir YOU'RE LOOKING FOR A HIGH-YIELDING INVESTMENT THAT 
TRACKS THE RETURNS OF AN INDEX, THEN CONSIDER THE 


ABF PHILIPPINES BOND INDEX FUND. 


Iris the country's first peso-denominated index-tracker bond fund ideal for risk- 
tolerant investors. It provides superior returns over the medium to long-term from 
a widely diversified portfolio consisting of Philippine sovereign and quasi-sovereign 
bonds. It aims to achieve investment results that correspond closely to the total. 
return of the iBoxx Philippine Bond Index. You may start investing at a minimum 
initial amount of P'50,000 and enjoy low management and trust fecs. 


Lee's start talking about what you want and what suits you best. Call the Trust 
Marketing Division at 845-5022/5080/5087 or 816-9053/9944, or visit any 


BPI/BPI Family Bank branch ànd let your BPI Relationship Manager assist you 
through a Client Suitability Test 


MANAGE 


Put Your Trust In Our Name 
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In race to control transmission grid, 4 groups are left standing 


By Abigail L. Ho 


ONLY FOUR BIDDER-GROUPS ARE 
left in the race for the right to main- 
«tain, operate and expand the Nation- 
al Transmission Corp., following the 
Power Sector Assets and Liabilities 
Management Corp.'s issuance last 
Wednesday of the final list of pre- 
qualified bidders for the concession 
agreement. 

Qualified to participate in the final 
bidding on Dec. 12 are the consor- 


tium of Monte Oro Grid Resources 
Corp. and State Grid Corp. of China, 
the group of Two Rivers Pacific Hold- 
ings Corp. and Terna-Rete Electtrica 
Nazionale Spa., the joint venture be- 
tween San Miguel Energy Corp. and 
TPG Aurora BY, and the partnership 
between Citadel Holdings Inc. and 
Power Grid Corp. of India Ltd. 
Representing the local counterparts 
ofthe bidding groups are Walter Brown 
for Monte Oro, Jose Ma. Lim for Two 
Rivers, Ramon Ang for San Miguel En- 


ergy and Amelia dela Rosa for Citadel. 
The local groups are actually power- 
houses in their respective industries, 
with Monte Oro being a veteran in the 
exploration sector, Two Rivers a sub- 
sidiary of Metro Pacific Corp., San 
Miguel Energy, an arm of food and bev- 
erage conglomerate San Miguel Corp., 
and Citadel an investment group in- 
volved in aviation support, freight and 
logistics, and telecommunications. 
‘According to PSALM, the pre-quali- 
fication step is a very important one 


in the bidding process since this de- 
termines the financial and technical 
capabilities of prospective investors. 

Evaluating the accuracy, complete- 
ness, and validity of documents sub- 
mitted are the PSALM project man- 
agement team for the Transco privati- 
zation and its counterparts in Transco 
itself. 

Under the bidding rules, a prospec- 
tive bidder-group must have a net as- 
set value or market capitalization of 
atleast $500 million. 


Asean exports seen to take a beating 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE PHILIPPINES’ EXPORTS AND 
those of neighboring countries are 
seen to take a beating due to the pro- 
jected slowdown in the growth of the 
global economy in the next two years. 

“Asean exporters will likely find the 
environment tough,” according to in- 
vestment bank UBS. 

The global economy may only ex- 
pand by 4.3 percent next year, and 4.1 
percent in 2009, slowing down from 
the estimated 4.8 percent this year, 
UBS said in its latest paper entitled 
“Asean: Who is Coping with the G3 
Slowdown?" 

"The deceleration is blamed partly оп 
the weakening of investments in the 
United States and European countries. 

In the United States, the credit 
crunch resulting from the subprime 


UBS: 


Expected slowdown in global 


economy could weigh on RP trade 


market crisis has been pulling down in- 
‘vestments, UBS said. 

Problems in the US subprime mar- 
ket, considered а high-risk market for 
housing loans, peaked in July and Au- 
gust, when international finance insti- 
tutions faced mounting credit defaults 
by clients. 

The Philippines has already started 
to feel the effects of a volatile external 
market, with exports so far failing to 
meet the expected double-digit growth 
for the year. In January to September, 
exports grew by an average of 4.9 per- 
cent to $37.203 billion, much slower 
than the government's original target 
of 11 percent. 


Analysts said that, while the coun- 
пуз export sector is still expected to 
post growth this year, the rise may only 
hover between 6 and 6.5 percent. 

UBS said, however, that the slower 
global demand for imports would not 
be sufficient to pull down overall eco- 
nomic growth in the Philippines and 
‘Asean countries. The bank said strong 
domestic consumption would offset 
the weakness in exports. 

“We project domestic demand to re- 
main lively in Singapore and the Philip- 
pines, while accelerating in the rest of 
the Asean S—with the acceleration 
helped along in Thailand and Indonesia 
by recent interest rate cuts,” UBS said. 


WB raises RP growth forecast for'07 =н 


“High GDP growth, reduced public 
debt, a balance of payments surplus, 
falling interest rates, recovering financial 
markets and high remittance levels by 
overseas Filipino workers have com- 
bined to bring about the highest eco- 
nomic growth achieved by the Philip- 
pines in 20 years," said Vera Songwe, 
‘World Bank Philippines chief economist. 

“The sustained good performance 
on tax administration remains critical 
to sustaining this positive environ- 
ment,” she said. 

The bank's growth forecast for the 
Philippines this year was the highest 

‘among Southeast Asia's four biggest 
economies. Indonesia, Malaysia and 
“Thailand were projected to grow by 
263 percent, 5.7 percent and 4.3 per- 
gent, respectively. 

But for next year, Indonesia was ex- 
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Unlike any other. 


——————— 


pected to be the best performer with a. 
projected growth of 6.4 percent. 
Malaysia and Thailand were seen 
growing by 5.9 percent and 4.6 per- 
cent next year. 

“The Philippines has demonstrated 
its ability to perform at par with or bet- 
ter than its regional neighbors on the 
economic front in recent years. The 
challenge moving forward is to accel- 
erate the pace of reducing poverty, de- 
livering social services to the poor and 
attracting job-creating investments,” 
said Maryse Gautier, acting country di- 
rector for the World Bank. 

East Asia as a whole was expected to 
post a robust growth through next year 
despite growing concerns about the US 
property downtum and skyrocketing 
global oil prices. The region was seen 
growing in excess of 8 percent this year, 


for the second year in a row, and moder- 
ate only slightly next year 

"The World Bank said growth perfor- 
mance and prospects in the Philippines 
had improved following the substantial 
fiscal adjustment, public debt reduc- 
tion and balance-of- payments surplus- 
es of recent years. 

“By October 2007, financial mar- 
kets had largely recovered from the 
US subprime crisis-induced volatility, 
notwithstanding a spate of corruption 
scandals featuring prominently on the 
political landscape,” the report said. 

But the bank warned that a shortfall 
in targeted tax revenue in 2007, unless 
rectified, could undermine the govem- 
ments aspirations to strengthen infras- 
tructure and eliminate the national 
government deficit in 2008. 

‘The bank sees developing coun- 


But, asa caveat, the investment bank 
said a strong domestic demand may 
not necessarily offset the decline in ex- 
ports growth. 

Asean governments are not under 
pressure to loosen monetary policy just 
to beef up economic expansion, UBS 
said. In the Philippines, the economy 
grew 7.3 percent in the first half and 
exceeded most expectations, although 
its exports were far from the growth 
target set, rising by only 6.6 percent. 

Instead of working on pump-prim- 
ing the economy, UBS said, the Asean 
economies should focus on keeping 
their currencies from substantial ap- 
preciation to protect exporters. 

Exporters have asked authorities to 
intervene in the foreign exchange mar- 
ket and help stabilize the peso, whose 
upward climb, they said, has eroded 
their income-generating potentials. 


tries from East Asia remaining re- 
silient despite a projected US-led eco- 
nomic slowdown next year. 

“There is a significant probability 
that the subprime crisis, the associat- 
ed credit squeeze and rising oil prices 
could force a more substantial down- 
turn in the developed world, in par- 
ticular in the US,” the report said. 

The bank's projections for regional 
growth in 2007 and 2008 had been 
substantially increased compared to 
six months ago, mainly due to the un- 
expected and large domestic de- 
mand-led acceleration of growth in 
China. The bank also noted that this 
years pickup in East Asia had oc- 
curred despite an already substantial 
decline in US import growth, and 
some more modest slowing in the re- 
gion's own exports. 


Smoothness to the power of seven. 


> With. Mercedes-Benz seven-speed automatic transmission, less fuel means more power. It has increased acceleration from 0 to 


о that your driving pleasure is never interrupted. 


NFA steps up 
palay buying 
operations 


By Amy R. Remo 


DUE TO THE RECENT HIKE IN THE PRICE 
of palay, the National Food Authority raised 

palay procurement to 7,411 bags a day 
from a previous daily average of 1,500 
bags. 

Last month, the government has in- 
creased ће МЕАз support price from P10 to 
P11a kilo for clean and dry palay. 

According to the NEA, the increase in 
procurement has encouraged more farmers 
to start selling their harvests to the agency. 

Farmers who sell their palay to the NFA 
would continue to enjoy the incentive of 
P0.25 a kilo for palay that met the МРАз 
moisture content requirement. 

Farmers’ cooperatives will get an addi- 
tional P0.25-a-kilo incentive if they sell 
their produce to the government. 

The incentives brought to P11.25 per kilo 
the МЕА buying price for palay from indi- 
vidual farmers, and to P11.50 per kilo for 
those sold by farmer-cooperatives. 

The new prices apply to clean and dry 
palay with 14 percent moisture content. 

NFA Administrator Jessup Р Navarro said 
the support price increase and the corre- 
sponding hike in the volume of palay 
bought daily provided the agency a better 
chance to meet this year's palay procure- 
ment target. 

NEA palay procurement peaks in the last 
quarter ofthe year. 


Stock ... 


“Our stock market is moving in line with 
the tone of the global markets,” said Sum- 
mit Securities president Harry Liu, citing 
risks such as the US subprime worries and 
higher oil prices. AP 


BSP cuts ... ьа 


tary easing to boost the interest-sensitive 
sectors of the economy such as construc- 
tion, real estate and investment, їп turn 
supporting the country's robust growth. 

The national government, the biggest 
borrower of funds from the domestic mar- 
ket, is likewise seen to benefit through low- 
er debt servicing while the BSP itself is ex- 
pected to trim expenses incurred in the 
mopping up excess liquidity in the system. 

Doris C. Dumlao 
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Things look different when seen from 
the top. And when it's seen from a prime location 
like The Beacon, it looks even better. Rising along 
Don Chino Roces Avenue corner Arnaiz Avenue, 
this is the prime address you've been looking for 
because everything that matters is just close by. 
The Malai Central Business district, premier shopping 
centers like Greenbelt, Glorietta and Waltermart, 
hospitals, schools and churches are all just steps away. 

Live here and watch the world revolve 
around you. Complete with close to а hectare's 
worth of full-sized amenities and an assortment of 
special services, you know that this s the star lifestyle 
that you've been craving for. 

To top it off, being a star is now within 
your reach. You can finally enjoy all the perks and 
privileges of living like a star at a prime address, 
Here, the prices are so friendly on your pocket, 
‘making your home at The Beacon is a walkin the park 


Vit cur showroom, 
Don Chino Roces corner A Arle Avenues, San Lorenzo, Makati City 
Tel. 401-2881 / 401-2882 * www.thebeacon.com.ph 
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Bank lending up 6.2 96 


eplash stocks 
take a plunge 


diete Sanchoz-Lacson 


» ол) 
үне eet WPF OH 

1ji esterday over investo: concems that 
AE Stock Wns a bit pricey. 

According to-three brokers, Splash went 
I on its maiden trading day as investors 
jiticelved.the stocks to be expensive, of- 
fied at P8.98 a share. 

Splash, trading under the symbol “SPH,” 
зой” P8.50, about 5.6 percent or 48 
cghtavos lower than its offer price. It 
ofiened flat at P9 a share. 

Based on its offer price, ће company has 
a market capital of P6.7 billion. 

It recently raised P2 billion in fresh capi- 
tal from an initial public offer. 

"At 14 times price to earnings for 2008, 
the assumption is the company will grow by 
40 percent in net income next year," said one 
local broker who declined to be named. “We 
eie not totally convinced on its growth sto- 
ry Because of undisclosed brand acquisitions 
and new products to be launched.” 

Despite the weakness in initial trade, 
Splash chair Rolando Hortaleza said com- 
pany shareholders and management be- 
Меме that the personal care products giant 
has a solid strategy and a good lineup of 
products to be launched. 
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Communication, transport 
sectors post highest growth 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE BANKING SYSTEM'S LEND- 
ing te the economy posted a 
rear-on- year growth of 6.2 per 
»nt in September. 
however, lower 
car high growth of 
7.1 percent in August, the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas yes- 
terday said. 

“Bank lending to all sectors of 
the economy, except mining 
and utilities, posted expansion 
during the period,” BSP Gover- 
nor Amando Tetangeo Jr. said. 

Loans to the transportation, 
storage and communication 
sector led the expansion, grow- 
ing by 23.7 percent. 

Loans to the manufacturing 
sector—which represented one- 
fifth of total loans—posted 
growth after registering declines 
in the previous seven months. 

‘The construction as well as 
the wholesale and retail trade 
sectors also posted growth in 
bank borrowings of 11.6 percent 
and 5 percent, respectively. 

“The easing of the BSP's poli- 
cy (interest) rates last October is 
expected to further encourage 


bank lending and investments, 
and provide the necessary boost 
to the economy." Tetangco said. 

In the meantime, the growth in 
lending to the agriculture, fish- 
cries and forestry sector as well as 
the community, social and person- 
al services sectors declined to 3.9 
perceut and 11.8 percent, respec- 
tively from 6.1 percent and 12.6 
percentin the previous month. 

Including their lending to the 
BSR the growth in bank lending 
eased slightly to 4.4 percent 
year-on-year іп September 
from 4.5 percent in August. 

On a month-on-month basis, 
seasonally adjusted lending ex- 
cluding loans to the BSP de- 
clined by 0.3 percent, a reversal 
of the 0.2-percent growth post- 
ed a month ago. 

Tetangco said _nonbank 
sources of corporate funds had 
also increased, indicating a di- 
versification of funding sources 
by the corporate sector. 

“The BSP continues to dosely 
watch credit trends to ensure that 
developments in bank ending 
and other sources of financing are 
consistent with the price stability 
objective, "the BSP chief said. 
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Local small investors 


BARRING ANY HITCHES, THIS 
years bumper crop of initial public, 
offerings will be capped by the IPO, 
next month of Petrolift Inc., a cor- 
poration engaged in the delivery df 
oil and gas products. T 

Although investor fatigue is a 
looming possibility three companies 
have already expressed their inten- 
tion to go public early next year. 

The use of IPOs to raise funds is 
indicative of the growing sophist 
cation of our local businessmen. Re- 
lying less on traditional bank bor- 
rowing, they are exploring alterna- 
tive financing measures to meet 
thóir funding requirements. 

«Por the public, especially those with 
disposable income, the IPOs present 
Ай opportunity to invest in companies 
that have the potential for growth. 

"The return on investment may 
come either in the form of cash. or 
stock dividends, or profit that may 
be earned from the sale of the 
slocks sometime in the future. 

"Without belittling the profit angle, 
the more significant effect of IPOs is 
the broadening of the base of owner- 
ship ofthe corporations whose stocks 
are traded in the stock exchange. 

For the protection of the invest- 
ing public, the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission has laid down 
slrict rules on the conduct of IPOs. 


Allocation 

‘The release of information about 
the stocks, the determination of the 
offer price and their allocation are 
monitored closely to ensure trans- 
parency and fair treatment of the 
transacting parties. 

А key party to the IPO process is 
the underwriter, or the investment 
house or universal bank that under- 
takes and guarantees the distribu- 
Чоп of the shares to the public. 

Days before the scheduled IPO 
diye, the underwriter conducts a 
"Pole building process,” which in- 
vblves the determination of the par- 
tis that will be given the opportu- 
nifty to buy the offered stocks. 

“Under existing rules, up to 60 per- 
сбн of the amount of these shares 


in ist 9 months 


FEINVEST LAND, INC. (FLD, SAID ITS NET 

income surged 96 percent to P1.306 billion 
inthe first nine months, from P666 million 
із ће same period last year, buoyed by resi- 
алаа! sales and rental income. 

{те jump in earnings was due to the 
зб дпа sales take-up of FLI's residential pro- 
jécis, as well as rental income contribution 
from Filinvest Supermall and the compa- 
пуз office buildings,” FLI president Joseph 
M. Yap said in a statement sent to the 
Philippine Stock Exchange. 

Yap disclosed that revenues from real es- 
tate sales reached P2.3 billion as the com- 
pany's core business of affordable and mid- 
dleincome housing continue to enjoy 
strong demand, mostly from overseas Fil- 
ipino workers. 

‚ As of September, the company's total assets 
stood at P44.9 billion from P40.8 billion as of 
the end of 2006. Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


ELI nets P1.3B 


Я 


may be set aside by the underwriter 
for qualified institutional buyers, 
e.g., mutual funds, pension funds, 
universal banks or trust companies. 

These buyers are primarily en- 
gaged in the purchase or sale of se- 
curities and have sufficient funds in 
their coffers to meet the ups and 
downs of stock trading. 

‘Next on the allocation list are "lo- 
cal small investors” or subscribers 
who are willing to buy individually 
the minimum allowable number of. 
shares or whose subscriptions do 
not exceed P25,000 each. 

At least 10 percent of the offered 
shares must be reserved for these in- 
vestors, although the percentage may 
be increased or decreased by the SEC 
depending on the market situation. 


Pricerange 

By way of sweetener, the shares 
allocated for these investors shall 
be priced at a 10-percent discount 
from the final offer price. 

The time-tested technique to suc- 
cessfully tap this market is to put 
out advertisements in the broad- 
sheets about the IPO and to an- 
nounce the preferential treatment 
given to such investors. 

‘The advertisement contains the 
application form to be filled out and 
the documents the interested in- 
vestor must submit to the underwrit- 
er to avail of the discounted shares. 

If the demand for local investors’ 
subscription is five times or more 
than the initial 10-percent alloca- 
tion, the number of shares may be 
increased to 15 percent. 

When this happens, the under- 
writer has the discretion to decide 
on the discount on the offer price it 
may want to give to shares in excess 
of the initial allocation. 


November 15, 2007 
Country. 
United States 


In case the demand for sharés by · 97 
small investors goes beyond the 15- , agat. », ^i 
percent allocations thie\indérWrites f, 72, ч“ 
shall allocate the'sharesby balloting! 5 23°". 


Selection process 

With the advent of the computer 
age, the balloting is no longer done 
manually, as originally prescribed 
inthe SEC rules. 

A software program is already 
available for this purpose. The pro- 
сезз starts with a random number 
being assigned electronically to 
each applicant investor. 

‘The number of shares that the ap- 
plicant wants to subscribe to is in 
cated beside his orher name. 

After the deadline for the submission 
of subscription application lapses, the 
applications are sorted out, from lowest 
to highest, according to the sequence of 
the random numbers generated. 

А computer picks out the num- 
bers selected until the full quota of 
the allocated shares is filled up. 

With human intervention held to 
the minimum, the selection of the 
applicants is conducted in a fair and 
just manner. 

If the unlucky applicant has al- 
ready remitted his payment for the 
offered shares, the underwriter has to 
return the money within five banking 
days from the end of the offer period. 

The small investor should bear in 
mind that not all IPOs are created 
equal. Some turn out to be good in- 
vestments in terms of share prices 
or dividends; others wind up as fi- 
nancial disasters. 

Ifthe money the investor plans to 
use for the offered shares is some- 
thing he cannot afford to lose, he 
should keep his hands off the IPO. 

Only those with disposable in- 
come, and will not wind up in the 
dog house if they lose it, should 
dabble in the stock market. 

Incidentally, after the allocations for 
the institutional buyers and small in- 
vestors are made, the balance of the of- 
fer may be distributed by the underwrit- 
егтойз cents or the general public. 

(For feedback, please write to 
<rpalabrica@inquirer. com. ph.) 
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е бз 9-month inflow hits SEE. 


MONEY SENT HOME BY OVER- 

seas. Filipinos through banks 

surged by 12.4 percent year-on- network of local banks had called leakage in the remittance pipeline RES o 

year in September to hit $1.1 widened to 3,939 units in 2006 has gone down to 5 percent of total inflows PEN 
billion, the Bangko Sentral ng from only 1,183 in 2005, while from as high as 20-30 percent about two to — BALL PEN 1423 
Pilipinas said. the number of correspondent three years ago. | — 

This brought the total overseas banks quadrupled in 2006 to | EX 
Filipino workers’ (OFW) remit- reach 3,187. Dd س‎ „ш 
tances in the first nine months of Based оп data from the | Mr E 
the year to $10.5 billion, 15 per- Philippine Overseas Employ- s Changyu qu = Эт 
cent higher than the inflows іп ment Administration, the num- V" he! 1 Е 
the same period last year. ber of deployed workers in DOWNPAYMENT 

The monthly remittances September also rose by 8.7 per- |, / | A 6 Waterproof 


coursed through banks have ex- cent over a year ago. For the 
ceeded the $1 billion mark nine-month period, however, 
since May 2006. total deployment was lower by fae 
The strong foreign exchange 1.7 percent at 827,275. api te i "A кеше 
inflow contributed to the appre- “The number of deployed Fil- 
ciation of the peso, which has ipino workers has been growing 
emerged as Asia's best perform- since July 2007, moderating the ү 
ing currency so far this yea. contraction seen in the early 5 
“Local banks continued topro- part of the year,” Tetangco said. TSINGTAO/ 5 
vide expanded banking services The remittances came largely 
to remitters and their beneficia- from the United States, United X) » Dh é 1 
ries, encouraging the use of for- Kingdom, Italy, the United Arab “Soe 
mal channels for cash trasfers Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Cana- E AUTO SERVICE EXPERTS 
BSP Governor Amando Tetangco da, Singapore, Japan and Hong | + У ت ت سے‎ eee 
Jr. said in a statement. Kong. 


He noted that local banks had The BSP report on remit- 
been increasing their remittance tances does not include funds lagi = 
centers abroad and establishing flowing through informal chan- | JUSTIC CORPORATION 


tie-ups with foreign financial in- nels, defined as unlicensed or E 
futwons to beter respond to unregulated operations such as |. Tels 241 5237 « 242 2048 to 49 
the needs of overseas workers. friends, acquaintances or other 

Tetangco said the remittance travelers. However, this so- 
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Zeus Holdings, Inc. (For common passenger vehicles!) 
TO ALL STOCKHOLDERS: * | ee Mrd 


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual | Available at participating branches. 


= 
Meeting of the Stockholders of Zeus Holdings, Inc. | |- jeo Get Rapıdé coupons ! 


will be held on 28 November 2007 at 2:00 p.m. at the 


21/F Lepanto Building, 8747 Paseo de Roxas, | [рты | Please call 890-3913 for details or 
Makati City, I e-mail us at crd@rapide.com.ph 


(Sgd.) Atty. Daisy L. Parker 
Corporate Secretary 
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Muscovado making millions 


BIR sees bigger tax 
shortfall as of Oct 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
2 said the revenue collection shortfall as of 
October might increase further as there 
= were P18 billion worth of value-added tax 
credits th~t corporate taxpayers have yet to 
claim this year. 

“If the credits are utilized, this will re- 
duce tax collection and will be disadvanta- 
geous to the BIR,” Internal Revenue Com- 

«missioner Lilian Hefti said yesterday. 

* Hefti explained that the tax credits were 

‚ composed of input VAT recorded in 2006 
that may be claimed this year. 

Input VAT is the VAT paid by a company 
every time it purchases a good or a service 

. with a 12-percent VAT. 

Ў Input VAT is deductible from the compa- 
туб VAT liabilities, which are equivalent to 
“42 percent of gross sales. 

; Although the BIR is in dire need of addi- 

* tional revenues, Hefti said the BIR could 

+-7not prevent firms from claiming input VAT 

¥ credits because they have the right to do so. 

3 ` Preliminary figures showed that the BIR 
collected P52.5 billion in taxes in October, 

з.оуег P10 billion short of the P62,59-billion 

goal set for the month by the Development 
Budget Coordination Committee (DBCC), 
the interagency body tasked with setting 


the government's fiscal and macroeconom- 
ictargets. 

The collection was also short of BIR's 
own collection target for the month of 
P58.5 billion. 

The anemic collection has thus brought 
the BIR's revenue shortfall for the first 10 
months of the year to over P55 billion using 
DBCC targets. 

‘To make sure the government stays on 
track of its fiscal goals this year despite 
the tax collection woes, it has intensified 
its privatization program. 

The BIR, the biggest revenue earner 
among line agencies, has been pressured to 
meet its tax collection target this year to 
help meet the government's deficit-reduc- 
tion goal. 

But the BIR has already recorded close to 
a P40-billion shortfall in the first half 
alone. 

This was partly why Malacafiang sacked 
former BIR Commissioner Jose Mario 
Bufiag. 

Hefti, a former deputy commissioner at 
the BIR, served as acting commissioner in 
July and got her formal appointment in 
September. 

BIR’s collection in the first nine months 
reached P521.9 billion, P45 billion short of 
the DBCC's target of P566.902 billion. 


Giving overseas 
Filipinos a helping hand 


NEARLY every Filipino has a fiend or 
relative working and living overseas. The 
families of approximately eight milion Fil 
Ipinos overseas are benefiting from the 
over $14 billion in remittances this year. As 
much as it is a key driver of the economy, 
working abroad Is part and parcel of Fil- 
Ipino famlly ite, 

The stories are familiar to most of us. 
The nurse who works long hours In North 
‘America battling loneliness and exhaustion 
in order to keep siblings at school back 
home. A contract worker In the Middle East 
or a seaman facing the hazards of maritime 
travel, enduring family separation In ex- 
change for a better life. Finally, there's the 
doctor who becomes a nurse In lieu of bet- 
ter work opportunities. 

Life apart from family is difficult enough 
for OFWs. The one thing they want to be 
sure of is that their hard-earned money 
safely reaches their loved ones back home. 
Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co. 
(Metrobank), the country's largest bank, 
takes this need to heart, designing prod- 
ucts and services that provides better val- 
ue for the OFW and his beneficiaries. 

Fast, safe, and reliable. The bank has 
long been known for providing fast and 
convenient service to overseas Filipinos 
wherever they are. Through services like 
Superbilis Padala, an online real time re- 
mittance service, a Filipino abroad can 
send remittances back home in a matter of 
seconds. An added service is the text mes- 
saging system that informs the beneficiary 
that money has been remitted. Plus, 
Metrobank offers superior convenience to 
remitters abroad through its global network 
comprising eight foreign branches, 27 re- 
mittance offices, 40 remittance tie-ups, and 
more than a thousand correspondent 
banks in 21 countries. 

Better products for beneficiaries. Rec- 
ognizing that OFWs needs are also evolv- 
ing, Metrobank continues to introduce new 


products and services that are In tune with 
the times, For Instance, the World Cash 
Card offers superior convenience to bene- 
fclarles by getting remittance through over 
7,000 ATM terminals all over the country. In 
addition, the beneficlary can take advan- 
tage of all the conveniences that a 
Metrobank ATM card can offer like paying 
bills over the ATM and using the card to pay 
for purchases at Bancnet-accredited mer- 
chants, 

More services with added value. As the 
profile of Filipinos working abroad 
changes, new services are being offered 
by the Bank for their changing lifestyle and 
Increasing spending capacity. Metrobank 
has introduced bundled car and housing 
loan packages for remittance beneficia- 
ries. Through this innovative approach, the 
Bank helps OFWs and their families realize 
thelr dreams and higher goals for a better 
Ite. 

The Bank also continues to extend its 
services through partnerships with institu- 
tions that help OFWs like PAG-IBIG (for- 
merly known as Home Development Mutu- 
al Fund). By signing up PAG-IBIG in its bills 
payment facility, Filipinos abroad located in 
Italy, Singapore and Hong Kong can now 
pay monthly PAG-IBIG membership contri- 
butions, housing or multi-purpose loan 
payments. 

Well aware of the hardships that accom- 
pany living and working overseas, 
Metrobank makes it a point to actively sup- 
port and connect with Filipino communities 
abroad. Assistance through financial litera- 
cy programs and information drive on sav- 
ings and good investment choices are be- 
ing extended by the Bank. 

‘While Filipinos working abroad may nev- 
er truly feel at home until they are reunited 
with their families, Metrobank offers famil- 
iarity of home. The Bank helps by being a 
reliable financial partner that fellow Fil- 
ipinos can count on for a better ife. 
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By Ernesto M. Ordoñez 


TWO DAYS AGO, MUSCOVADO 
was the subject of the monthly 
Good News Kapihan held at Figaro 
in Greenbelt 3, Makati City. 

It was the most productive kapi- 
han Ihave attended. 

‘The speakers were, at the same 
time, the forces that can significant- 
ly help the muscovado industry 
make millions of pesos. 

This will also benefit millions of 
people because of muscovado's 
health benefits. 


Good news 

When asked what muscovado 
really was, Jerry Pacturan, execu- 
tive director of the Philippine De- 
velopment Assistance Program 
(PDAP) (09189044457), said: 
"Muscovado is unrefined sugar. It 
doesn’t have the chemicals neces- 
sary to convert this into brown or 
white sugar.” 

Because of the increasing 
health consciousness of con- 
sumers wishing to minimize 
chemical intake, the demand for 
muscovado has grown. Its prices 
have therefore increased tremen- 
dously. 

This is due both to increased 
market demand and improved 
quality control. 

PDAP's Grace Santos relates 
the Sultan Kudarat experience: 
"From January to December 
2005, muscovado farm gate 
prices increased slightly from P14 
to P17 a kilogram. But with in- 
creased market demand, and the 
quality measures introduced by 
PDAB the price more than dou- 
bled to P35/kg in May 2006, the 
current prevailing farm gate 
price. 

But how profitable is muscova- 
do? 

The Canadian International 
Development Agency (Cida), 
which has allocated P25 million 
to support muscovado through 
PDAP as one of its three priority 
products, has contributed to the 
gathering some muscovado fi- 
nancial data (see table). 


Bad news 

Whar is unfortunate is that all 
this profit potential can be wiped 
‘out with poor quality control. We 
did research on the downside of the 
muscovado business. 

A sugar industry leader told me 
yesterday that two coffee shops һай 
canceled their muscovado orders 
because customers had complained 


Farm in Visayas 


Yield Por Hectare (kg) 

Price/ kg (Peso) 

Gross Income (Peso) 
Production Cost (Peso) 
Processing Cost (Peso) 

Total Cost (Peso) 

Net Income (Peso) 


2,520 
2222 

56,000.00 
11,400.00 
21,520.00 
32,920.00 
23,080.00 


of intestinal disorders. 

Upon further research, we found 
out that while it is true that there 
exists poor quality muscovado, 
there has not been one single com- 
plaint of a muscovado product that 
carries the Bureau of Food and 
Drugs (BFAD) seal. 

То get this seal, the muscovado 
producer must follow the interna- 
tionally accepted Good Manufac- 
turing Practices (GMP) and Hazard 
Analysis and Critical Control Point 
(HACCP) standards. 

Based on a 2005 mill audit done 
by the Sugar Regu- 
latory Administra- 
tion (SRA) and 
PDAB 93 percent of the muscovado 
milis still have to meet the required 
quality standards. 

Much has been done since then, 
but the remaining large task of en- 
suring quality must be hastened so 
that the bad muscovado does not 
affect the reputation of Philippine 
muscovado in general. 

This will not require much mon- 
ey. Pacturan states: “It costs only 
P18 million to construct a first- 
class muscovado mill to support 
100 to 500 hectares of sugar, and 
much less to upgrade the quality of 
existing mills." 


Government support 

At that kapihan, Cornelio Cas- 
tañeda Jr. (09186620953), presi- 
dent of the Sultan Kudarat Farmers 
and Millers Cooperative and chair 
of the Muscovado Sugar Industry 
Committee (Musico) covering 11 
provinces, asked for more govern- 
ment support, specially in the area 
of loans with reasonable interest 
rates. 

Promoting Rural Industries and 
Marketing Enhancement (PRIME)'s 
2006 publication, "Prospect of the 
Muscovado Sugar Industry in the 
Philippines," states that: "Majority 
of the respondent mills (244 or 95 
percent) did not access external 
sources of financing ... High financ- 
ing charges have deferred farmers 
from availing [themselves of] 
loans. Private lenders in Pangasi- 
nan charge over 100 percent inter- 
est a year (8.75 percent a month). 


Aboitiz completes purchase 


By Abigail L. Но 


LISTED FIRM ABOITIZ POWER 
Corp. has completed its $91.9-mil- 
lion purchase of a 34-percent stake 
in STEAG State Power Inc., making 
it part owner of a 232-megawatt 
(MW) coal-fired power plant in 
Mindanao. 

In a disclosure to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange, Aboitiz Power cor- 
porate secretary M. Jasmine Oporto 
said that with the completion of the 
sale, the company was now equity 
partners with majority shareholder 
Evonik Industries AG (formerly 
STEAG GmbH), Germany's fifth 
largest power producer. 

Evonik holds a 55-percent stake 
in STEAG Power, while State Invest- 
ment Trust Inc. holds the remaining 
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11 percent. 

STEAG Powers plant is located 
within the Phividec Industrial Es- 
tate in Misamis Oriental. 

It has a 25-year power purchase 
agreement with the state-run Na- 
tional Power Corp., which is backed 
by a performance undertaking is- 
sued by the national government. 

The build-operate-transfer plant 
started commercial operations on 
Nov. 15, 2006, and enjoys a six-year 
income tax holiday from the Board 
of Investments. 

Completed ahead of the January 
2007 schedule, the full commercial 
operation of the $305-million pow- 
er facility effectively jacked up the 
Mindanao grid’s reserve margin 
from a critical 13.2 percent to 24.6 
percent in November 2006, beyond 
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Farm in Mindanao 
6400 

2700 

172,800.00 
12,400.00 
103,680.00 
116,080.00 
56,720.00 


Private lenders in Tarlac charge 
56.4 percent annually" 


Action 

The best part of last Tuesday's 
kapihan was the the action that fol- 
lowed the exposition of muscovado 
facts and figures. 

Department of Agriculture (DA) 
Undersecretary Bernadette Romu- 
lo-Puyat, responsible for both 
credit and international trade, 
said that muscovado demand far 
exceeded supply. This is specially 
true in the export market, where 

organic muscova- 
do sells for as 
much as P250/kg, 
as compared to the domestic mar- 
ket price of P65/kg. 

Romulo-Puyat then announced 
the recent availability of P400 mil- 
lion to support organic products 
like muscovado: P200 million from 
DA, and P200 million from the De- 
velopment Bank of the Philippines. 

She has already scheduled a 
meeting next week to discuss with 
PDAP and the Musico how these 
funds can be accessed by the mus- 
covado farmers. It is also hoped 
that the Musico, which is not yet 
recognized by DA, will be given the 
appropriate attention and support. 

The private sector will add mo- 
mentum to the muscovado move- 
ment. Chit Juan, Figaro president 
and the most frequent intemational 
representative of the Women’s Busi- 
ness Council of the Philippines be- 
cause of her proven entrepreneurial 
and export expertise, has offered her 
advice and business connections to 
help grow the muscovado industry. 

It is hoped that from this kapi- 
han, muscovado will not only get a 
much needed boost. The format of 
action following the exposition will 
also be followed by similar kapi- 
hans so that optimum results can be 
achieved for the nation. 

(The author is the chair of Agri- 
watch, former secretary for Presiden- 
tial Flagship Programs and Projects, 
and former undersecretary for Agri- 
culture, and Trade and Industry. For 
inquiries and suggestions, email 
agriwatchphil @ yahoo.com or tele- 
fax (02) 8522112). 


of plant stake 


the 2l-percent required reserve 
margin for the grid. 

Apart from increasing the grid's 
reserve margin, the operation of the 
new coal-fired power plant likewise 
reduced the use of oil-based plants 
in Mindanao to 13 percent from be- 
tween 26 percent and 32 percent. 

The coal plant contributed some 
16 percent to Mindanao's power 
generation mix. 

Cheap hydropower continued to 
dominate the mix at 61 percent. 

During the plants inaugura- 
tion in January, President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo urged STEAG to 
consider putting up additional 
power capacity in Mindanao by 
expanding the capacity of its 
coal-fired power plant or build- 
inga new plant. 
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hE _MDC unveils new combined nutrition and culinary arts degree program: 


Cooking, they say, is both a science and an art. And in an age where gourmet food that В both exquisitely The first of its kind in the country, the program is designed for students who seek to apply nutrition 
delectable and healthy could be enjoyed in first-class restaurants as well as in health care institutions, — principles in their culinary skills. In addition to preparation courses, the core program provides training in various 
understanding cooking from both perspectives becomes an advantage. areas of nutrition and culinary studies. Two fully equipped nutrition laboratories serve as a venue for hands-on. 

But while someone can learn the proper techniques of food preparation at a culinary school, he or she may training and testing. 
not know how a sumptuous meal could be made healthy. In the same vein, a student studying dietetics and For their on-the-job experience, the Manila Doctors has tied up with leading institutions in the hospitality, 
nutrition can easily plan a nutritious meal, but not be able to put coal appetizing one. food service, and health care industries, such as the Marco Polo Hote! in Cebu, among others. 

Why not learn both under a single : - Equipped with knowledge of and sills on two fields of studies, BS Holistic Nutrition with Culinary Arts 
program? Pa ^ 3 graduates could pursue a relatively wide range of alternative career paths in the dietetics departments of 

Starting June 2008, the Manila hospitals, schools, or other institutions. 

Doctors College is offering the Bachelor " - Growing public interest in healthy lifestyles has created a demand for dietitians and nutritionists in the 
of Science in Holistic Nutrition with B country and overseas. According to the American Dietetic Association, dietitians and nutritionists earn between 
Culinary Arts degree program for ` 'US$53,800 to US$62,000 annually, with those in food and nutrition management and in education and research 
culinary arts enthusiasts and aspiring food 3 being paid the highest. An existing reciprocity agreement of the Commission on Dietetic Registration for the 
industry professionals. a American Dietetic Registration with the Philippines allows registered Filipino dietitians to work in the US. 

For more information оп the BS Holistic Nutrition with Culinary Ares program, call 8590888 or log on to wwwemd edu ph 


= Level ll-accredited by the 
Philippine Accrediting 
Association of Schools, Colleges 
and Universities (PAASCU) 

* Granted Deregulated Status by 
the Commission on Higher 
Education (CHED) 

* Strong partnerships with leading 
hospitals and other affiliation 
agencies 

* Competent and highly trained 
instructors. 

* Career opportunities. 

* Competitive rates and flexible 
payment schemes 


| (Application Requirements 


1. Three (3) 2 X 2 ID pictures. 

2. Certified True Copy of Birth 
Certificate from NCSO 

3, Certificate of Good Maral 
Character from the Principal, 
Head of Student Affairs or 
the Class Adviser 


i| Enrollment Procedures 


1. Personally secure Application 
Form from the Registrar's 
Office after payment of 
Application/Examination Fee at xs $ 
the Accounting Office. == SS 

2. Submit the accomplished d 
па | Nurturing. a 
the required supporting documents. 

3. Take entrance examination on 
scheduled date. 

4. Report for interview on. 
scheduled date. 

5. Undergo physical examination. 


Since 1975, MDC graduates have consistently performed well in the Nurse Licensure Examinations, 
giving us a historical passing rate of almost 8096. 


This year, cur biggest batch of graduates gave us yet another reason to be proud: an outstanding passing rate. 
of 9596 in the June 2007 licensure examinations! More impressively, three of our graduates also landed in 
the top ten. 


Indeed, our investments in cutting-edge facilities, as well as in continuing faculty development programs, 
have consistently paid off. Just as importantly, the exposure and training opportunities provided by our base 
hospital, the Manila Doctors Hospital, have proven invaluable in fulfilling our objective to train professionals 

1 who are caring, competent, committed, creative and culture-adaptive, therefore enjoying a marked 

* Four (4) fundamental laboratories competitive advantage in the health care industry. These Six 6 Cs represent the educational thrusts of MDC. 


* "Two (2) nutrition laboratories P 
OREL d: Balony brat As testaments of our institutional compliance to the highest standards of nursing education, the College 


pg кошолу арен ‘enjoys a Deregulated Status from the Commission on Higher Education and a Level Il accreditation from 
«Ree I physice übt the Philippine Accrediting Association of Schools, Colleges and Universities (PAASCU). 
* Two (2) computer laboratories. | 
* Four (4) Lecture Halls = 
* Multi-Purpose Hall 4 
* 84 air-conditioned classrooms TUE 
RIO wis MaD rend i 5 MANILA DOCTORS COLLEGE 
pes | We Nurse the World 
* Guidance and Testing Center 8 : 
* Clinic. An affiliate of the Metrobank Foundation 


* Swimming Pool ү 
* Basketball/Volleyball and President Diosdado Macapagal Boulevard, Metropolitan Park 


Badminton courts Pasay City, Philippines 1302 © www.mdc.edu.ph 


| Course Offerings 


* BS in Nursing 

* BS in Psychology 

* BS in Zoology 

* Certificate in Nursing Assistant 
Program (CNAP) 

* Six-month Caregiver Program 
(TESDA-accredited) 

* Certificate in Pulmonary Therapy 


Please get in touch through our new trunkline: 


859-0888 iconnecting.all departments) 
Enrollment now going on! 
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BS in Holistic Nutrition with Culinary Arts; NOW OPEN 
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|. We are the world's largest air express transportation company, 
generally renowned for our progressive people culture, customer 
| service technology and initiatives. We are looking for a: 


Manager, Controller 


Bachelor's degree in Business or related field, with MBA. 
CPA or Association of Chartered Certified Accountants 
(ACCA) member 
Six to Eight (6-8) years experience in finance and accounting in a 
multinational organization, including management experience 
preferably in air freight business industry —— 
Familiar with US Generally Accepted Accounting 
Principles (GAAP) and Philippines Accounting Standard 
Familar with Peoplesoft Accounting System 
‘Thorough knowledge of treasury and cash management 
and taxation, including understanding of freight, duty/tax invoicing 
process, collection and cash applications procedures 
Excellent skills in negotiation, process control and project 
| ^ management 
їп view of the FedEx hub relocation, candidate is expected to coordinate 
with relevant departments and handle all accounting related matters in 
relation to the hub relocation. ‘This position will be based in Subic Bay, 
‘and will be available only until January 2009. 
This is an autonomous role offering great employee benefits. 
Remuneration wil be commensurate to experience and qualifications. 


Join the team that lives to deliver 
р I you are ready for this challenge. please forward your 
‘writen application, stating position applied for, to: 
|. HR Services Office. 
Bldg. 8045, Argonaut Hi-way 


‘Subic Bay international Airport 
Subic Bay Freeport Zone 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
National Capital Region 
DY Int! Bldg. 1650 San Marcelino. 
cor. General Malvar St, Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have fled 
with this Regionai Office application's for Alien Employment Permits: 


i Name and address of 
|; Company/Employer 


MJVB GLOBAL PROPERTY Jan Peter Bouter Operations Manager 
DEVELOPMENT (УВ GLOBAL) Duich 

INC. 

701 Medalla В, Cubao, Quezon City 


Name of Foreign 
NationaUCitizenship 


‘TWIN IMPORT & EXPORT AND 
CUSTOM BROKERAGE, INC. 
‘Suite 700 D. Vicente Madrigal Bldg., 
Ayala Ave. Makati City 


Raj Raja 
irdan 


C&G GOLF PHILIPPINES INC. Hoi Jeong Park 
Unit 105 Residencia 8888 Pearl Drive, Korean 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


CAGGOLFPHLIPPINESINC. Sang Bum Kim 
Uni 105 Residencia 8888 Pear Drive, Korean 
Ortigas Conter, Pasig Ciy 


ASIA PACIFIC ACADEMIC 
SUPPORT SERVICE INC. 

ТОҒ APC Bldg.. No. 3 Humabon St, 
Magallanes, Makati Сау 


TAKENAKA CORP. 
18Е Tower 2, The Enterprise Center, 
6798 Ayala Ave. cor, Paseo de Roxas, 
Makati City 


Seok Gyu Lee 
Korean 


JPMORGAN CHASE BANK 
ЗИЕ Phiamile Tower, 
8767 Paseo de Roxas, Makati Ciy 


CHONTA CHICKEN BARBEQUE 
'B43 Gen, Malvar St, Brgy. 698, 
Malate, Mania 


Barry Edward Marshall Vice President, 
American Global Solutions 
Delivery Manager 


Tongel Han Marketing Officer 
Korean 


HARVARD ACADEMY Jaeeun Bok 
LANGUAGE EDUCATION, INC. (wio Jung) 
ЭЕ JoclerBlóg. Commonwealth Ave., Korean 
Quezon Ciy 


JE SE GROUP OF COMPANIES 
PHILS. CORPORATION 

SYF Unit 7 Legaspi Tower, 

300 Roxas Bid. Malate, Manila. 


Sungwoo ung 
Korean 


K. PISCO TRADING CORP. 
Unit 585 2I F. Manalo St, 
San Juan City 


Jung Sook Kim 
(wife ot Kim) 
Korean. 


‘Supervisor 


K. PISCO TRADING CORP. 
Unit 585 2F Е. Manalo St, 
‘San Juan City 


Soonhwa Jung 
Korean 


Manager 


PLASTOP ASIA, INC. 
1038 Cristobal St, Ermita, Manila 


Peter Robert Harris 
New Zealand 


Production Manager 


it you have any information/objection to the above mentioned application's 
‘please communicate with the Regional Director 


9с Ropar exes 


И ST. JAMES ACADEMY д 
;Malabon Jamerbatch '86 will hold а reunion entitled as * BALIK 
XTANAW" on December 29, 2007, Spm, at the Oasis, Quezon City. 


‘For inquiries, please call 447-2525 or 0918-9379587, 
look for Arnold Naval or Bernice. 


(POLNovember 16.2007) 


OBITUARIES 


‚ OSWALDO “WALLY” TY CABAHUG 
Joined his Lord and maker 


on November 11, 2007. 


Loving parents Engr. Cesar and Clara Cabahug, siblings and 
in-laws Frances, Edward and Joanell Balao, Juvenal, 
Felicity, Oscar and Vina, Marcelino and Perlita, Orlando, 
Jay and Abigail Baluyot, fiancée Sol Desa, nephews and 
nieces April, Mac-Mac, Jonas, Nico, Arielle, Apa, Andrea, 
Carlo, Princess and Miguel request the readers to pray for 
his eternal repose. 

His remains fie in state at Nacional Memorial Homes in 
£ Araneta Ave., Q.C. Last rites will be held on the said place this 

` coming Saturday, November 17 at 8:30 А.М. 
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Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Agriculture 
‘Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
3 PCA Compound, Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City 
Tel. No. 9299597 / 9295847 Telefax No. 9298074 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Department of Agrcuture/Bureau of Fisheries and Aquabc Resources 
(DA-BFAR) invites eligible Bidders/Manulacturers to Apply for eighty & to 
Bid forthe following project: 


1. Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) 
40 units ~ Constructed Payaos, 
S-vacuum type (3mm, 4x8, stool plates with 
Epoxy primer and marine enamel topcoat 
paint with steel cable hemp center, buri fronds 
& 3 units sinker) 


40 rolls PP rope UV stabilized 
8mm x 660nv/roll medium laid 
(sunine) with marker 


Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) 
150 units - PE marker buoy, 4mm 
wel thickness, 15 dia wih two (2) pcs. 
shackle 5/8" and 25 meters PP rope 


‘Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) 
200 units ~ Constructed artificial refs 
11 cubic met 


Php 2,000,000.00 


Php 290,000.00 


Php 800,000.00 
'concrete frame) 
Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) 
2 units ~ Constructed floating laboratory 
4т 4m with PE float drum. 


‘Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) 
© units - Solar Drier 


Php 700,000.00 


Php 900,000.00 


The bid document shall be avallable at the BFAR Property Section starting 
Nov. 20, 2007 to Nov. 26, 2007 upon payment of non-refundable fee cl Php 
2,000.00 for the forty (40) units constructed payaos and PP rope and Php 
500.00 each for PE marker buoy, arci reel, Boating laboratory and solar 


The Pre-bid Conference shall be at the BFAR Conference Room on Dec. 6, 
2007 at 200 PM 3/F PCA Bidg., Eliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon С. 


The Bidders shall drop their duly accomplished Eligibility Requirement, 
“Technical and Financial Proposals in three (3) separato sealed envelopes in 
the bid box at the BFAR Conference Ноот по! later than 2:00 PM оп 
December 17, 2007 and shall be opened on the same date by the BFAR BAC. 
In the presence of Bidders’ representativa(s) who choose to atten. 


For more information, please call the BAC Secretariat а! Tel. 426-31-68. 


BFAR reserves the right to waive any informality In the response to the 
lightly requirements and to this invitation, BFAR further reserves the right 
to reject any or all proposals, or declare a failure of bidding, or not award the 
Contract, and makes no assurance thal the contract shall be entered as a result 
of this invitation, 


(Sod) MALCOLM |. SARMIENTO, JR. 


Director 
СЕ) 


& CAGELCO Il 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND TO BID 


The CAGAYAN п ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE. INC. (CAGELCO I) в inving ай 
"laresied Nader б pr ually ad sc or he зарри and сагит o ratas 
рта species oris orong жою 
‘SUBSIDY PROJECT: Extension of Lateral Line for the Electrification 
S Bray. San Juan Sia. эсен 
1 Wood poles and Concrete Poles 
X Consuelo hardwarea and wires 
CAPEXPROJECIS 
Т^ KV TX Line 
a Wood poles 
5. Suspension insulators (glass or porcelain) 
2 Sunstaton 
3. Current Tranatormers insulating Cass 69 KV 
Б. Gr Rated Power Quality Meters 
S REINVESTMENT PROJECTS: Rene Revamp Upgrading Along 
Distribution unes 
TU ares construction hardwares, compression connecter, 
Insulators 
2 Faun indiestors 
м METERFIX 
CT Rates Kuh Motors. 
2 Duplex Wires 
Tote qaid, Bear musi havo uty comp win he lowing: 
12. Aecredtaton берене (ior suprisson to ha Acerediaion 
Состав Chala, Clarence E Jeo) 
‘Company Рене 


БЛАТ Conibeate 
Latest income Tax Return (TA) 
Ust of Caenis for a pero of tree (3) years 
Francal Sstorort 
Compliance win the must technical specications 
2 


"nat may се меште nthe proparaton ol bid ror does guarantee tha an award wil 
be mace. 
Pre-bid conference and bidding schedules shal be Informed 1o at азаа bidders 
"rough lax and mais. 
Deadline cr submission o requirements - December 01, 2007. 

(Bod) GABRIEL A. TORDESILLAS 


(O1-Kovember 16 4 17.2007) — 


FOR SALE 
Electrical Circuit 
Breakers 
200 amp to 2000 
amps. 

ATS, pipe in 

music, PABX 

Bed 39x 78; 

60x78 

Table & Chairs 
413-3835 (Aileen) 
245-4683 (Vivian) 
495-1323 (Dino) 


FOR SALE 
BAGUIO 


Three-Star Hotel 
For Inquiries call: 
413-3835 (Aileen) 
245-4683 (Vivian) 
495-1323 (Dino) 
0917-527-3087 


po 
Departmani ol Heath 
Селег or Heath Development I 
SOUTHERN ISABELA GENERAL HOSPITAL 
Rasano, Sanago Cty 


SIGH-HOSPITAL BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Invitation to apply for eligibility and to bid 


Te здеп Isabela Genoa Ноа (SIGH) hereby ines sede writen bis tom reste and оці 
suesracacuresisitubspatcoale n De baing ote pcre an dey pis Supis 
ard Drs ana Meccres о те CY 208 Furdrgsosce ar от re GOP Мота галота 
оте operas enerded Bevourg Funds vom Dug and исте ге Pala Rand cones 
Aopicalon os Eg shal be avalatle upon payment cl non ont sl Fe Hundred 
Pests Php 000, Кот Noverber 19, 207 up eae beke Ке submission and opening de 
‘bos tom 002m io 400 pm а пе HOBAC Secretarial Property & Supply Otice. SOR 
‘Deadin for Submission ol duly accomplished Applicaton or Egy and supporting documents shat 
‘ote ler han he ey ber te scheduled dale ol tne submission and opening ol bids by calego. 
Pesse bang orginal coplas o al sud documents ko proper auentcabon. 
ires Baders can chic Ре BD Documents к he HOBAC естн calo at he Алини 
Sernes Осе SIGH kom Noverber 19. 2007 up to е oale betore De open Ol Ine bids by санду 
Jan upon payment ol on lai esas calo per category. Раутоп shal bo Sty ол a cas 
эз at he поси Colecion Unt 

Cem | 3T 
Desana aanas [104824700 
383855000 


SELLE 
One year 
Ona yar 
(ra year 


AU 
Pip 320000 
Possono 


Php 388000 


Medel Suppies 
Laboratory Бирев 
Dora Suas. 38245600 Ona yar 
Хау Spies 11186000 ra yor 
беки Prid Conlerence wi ba hel on November 25, 2007 а :00 am аә SIGH Career 
Rosato, Santago Cty unless announced chen 
Ва Ouotatons must be submited to бе Hosp Bits ard Awards Солитне Secretariat a he Ue! 
ates spec belon. whch sad bs wil be opened aed evaluated in Publ ore 

‘Shee Ties 
December, 207 TAM 
Decembar 5, 2007 $00 A- S00 PM 
December 7.8.2007 200 AM- 500 PM 
December 1-14, 2007 | S0DAM-500 PM 
DecemertiS.27 | 900AM-500PM 
Decenber20-24.2007 | S00AM-SODPU 
[issuance ol Nace to росе Deuember 2629.2007 | G00 AM- 4:00PM 
Each ВО mos te accomparied by a Bd Securty nan amount al leas equa 1o, and nol wer an a 
porcortaeci me ump sum par category ol he Approved Budget Cos (ABC) paricipaled n any от 
косшва п he 3d Data Sheet (BOS) 
AL above died acies shal be governed by ha parent provisions ol RA 9184 nds Inglomoning 
Rules and egdston (RR) 
Forfurter dts, please contact ha HOBAC Secretarial at ghana No. 078-682-8123, Fax No. 078- 
682-7687 (Prepeny & орду Ойсе) The SIGH HOBAC Reserves е igh o accep or reject ary ral 
Ба lo элгиз he bidang расеі, and rejects a bs ai any me prior io е award ol he contact, 
anos hereby cureg any ау о ale сев or any оорго! lom ra afeced dan 
ces cn P reasons for doing s» SIGH- HOBAC assumes no obigaton o comple or ndemoly 
bios nor deam 1 guaranteed that an ard wil be 
Approved by: 


(Sot) JOSE ILDEFONSO B. COSTALES, JR, MD, MHA, CESE, FICS 
Chet ot Hosp 


i-r 168 18.207) 


0917-527-3087 


sec ndo aas 
мал 8007056 


NOTICE 19 HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT THE ESTATE OF THE 
LATE SPOUSES RAMON AND 
ESTHER MADRID HAS BEEN 
ERTAAJVOIIALLY SETTLED 
AS PER DOC- No:80. PAGE No. 
T. BOOK s SERES оға, 
BEFORE NOTARY PUBLIC 
ATTY. NOLE B TALATALAOF 
AKETICTYAND AS PER DOC. 
No. асыла. SERES OF 
2007, SERVICE No. 13425, 
BEFORE vice CONSUL Ges 
JAME CARDO D. GALAGA 
OF ME PUPPE CONSULAR 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
This is to inform the 
public that: 

MR. ARSENIO S. 
MANONGSONG 
the newly elected 
President of the 
KADARAG-AN 
HOME OWNERS: 
ASSOCIATION, 
INC. OF 
CALOOCANCITY. 


07 ВЕЧАН 
ESSAPABE 
10 HOURS 
P1,800 
WITH DRIVER 
18187617964317 


AVAILABLE. 
‘Studio, 4, Zand 3 BR 


READY FOR OCCUPANCY 


LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. 


Ты. Nos. : 712-300] + 749-3806 10 11 


SERVICE, WASHINGTON, 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBA, 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
DIN 9,168.23, 2007) 


09213497170 
‘BUYSSELESPAWN 
OI EX 


Readit 
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Ed мешу A 
and burdened, 


and Fill give 
We, the family, request our relatives, fiends and | | you rask.” 
colleagues to offer their prayers for her imention. «189 


Майһен11:28 
== Ое еа 


MARITES MONTES LAUS 


November 1, 1961 — November 5, 2007 
Peacefully joined our Creator 
atthe age of 46. 


Kepubne ofthe Philippines 
PROVINCE OF PAMPANGA 
OFFICEOFTHECOVERNOR 

Ромеа! Capitol, Cy of Sun Fernando, Pampanga 


The Lovo and Ponce of Codi 


More than ft vision and nisson 
the Identity of an organization Is besi 
toneeprualtzerl andi realize In is name. 
Tike loving parents of a newborn chil 
fis members struggle through the rigors 
of debate and discussion, because they 
know thet a name so rightfully chosen shall have an influence 
Inthe fam s self-esteem and oven socal fa. 


ah Wy, 


When you сай yourselves the People Managerment 
Association of the Philippines, you strike at the very soul of 
your professon. for Indeed, you do по only manage humans 
в 1 thoy are Just опе of the many resources needed in the 
production of goods or services, you Interact with people of 
Tics and blood with intellect and emotion, whose potentials. 
"md abies are in an eternal state of flux. You are there for 
Them as a conductor is for an orchestra. And what à 
‘wonderful harmony a happy and contented work force can 
create 


1и for ths reason that we salute you on the occasion 
of your 2" PMAP Luzon Summit. Your Involvement In the 
Philippine business setting Is of such an Invaluable 
importance: but more han the economic success that managing 
people can bring, we believe that your contributton towards 
Ae fullness of le" of each worker. employee or saris of far 
greater impact and relevance. 


Please accept our humble felctations and е warmth 
of Kopampangan hospltahtyl 


Yours in Christ, 


(Spi) EDDIET. PANLILIO 
Governor. 
Province of Pampanga 


neo man’s greatest resources 
has always been human intellect and 
skulls. When Tully tapped and utilized 
fo their optimum leve, they form part 
ofthe most potent power that can drive 
businesses and Industries to desired 
М levels 


‘The Clark Development Corporation thus, shares the 
objectives of the People Management Association of the 
Philippines in maximizing human resources as It strives to 
bring o a nove higher the intellectual, emotional physical 
and Spiritual faculties of people in йз member Indusiries 


Conducting the 2nd PMAP Luzon Summi therefore 
ка welcome event especially in Clark where heres always 
high regard for human resources. Your theme "Prop 
Managers: Delivering Business Success! Is an apt mission 
Slatement inthis time of renewed need for people mobilization 
and management 


We would like to congratulate the officers and 
members behind the success of thls event. More power to the 


Founded 195 


The Premier Organization of Human Resour 


People Management Association of the Philippines (PMAP) 


anagement Professionals 


2^4 PMAP Luzon Summit 


People Managers: Delivering Business Success! 


November 16-17, 2007 e Fontana.Convention Center 


On November 16 and 17, 2007 the eight (8) Chapters of the PEOPLE MANAGEMENT 
ASSOCIATION OF THE PHILIPPINES (PMAP) from Luzon (Baguio, Bulacan, Calabarzon, Nueva Ecija, 
Pampanga, Pangasinan, Subic and Tarlac) will hold the 2nd PMAP Luzon Summit. With the theme, 
"PEOPLE MANAGERS: DELIVERING BUSINESS SUCCESS!”, this event will be a convergence of 
professionals with common interest in People Management and Development, not just from Luzon but 
from all over the Philippines. The conference will significantly cover the spectrum of Human Resource 
Management by way of an orchestrated relevant program of meaningful topics to be shared by expert 


Speakers. 


With sessions on Good Governance, Change Management, HR Branding, Competency-based 
Talent Acquisition, Compensation, New Trends, Conflict Management and Work Life Balance, the 2% 
PMAP Luzon Summit promises to be a learning alcove for all delegates. The Summit encases plenary 
sessions, interactive talks, professional networking, exhibits and a fellowship night peppered with fun, 
colors, food, music, talent showcases, and raffle, All these will happen at the prestigious Fontana 
Convention Center, Claro M. Recto Highway, Clark Special Economic Zone in Clark Field Pampanga. 


PMAP Center, 670 Lee Street, Addition Hills, Mandaluyong City 


Tel. nos. 


Welcome to the and People 
Management Association of the Philippines 
(PMA) Luzon Summit 


With great pride, 1 congratulate the 
Chapters Commitee for succesfully holding 
this grand gathering of people managers in 
Luzon forthe second time ln Ine with this 
year's PMAP's theme, Exploring Beyond, 

Delivering Resulis, this 24 Luzon Summit addresses PA'S 

initiatives and continuous Innovations fr the improvement of 

people management theory and practice la the country. 


"Thetheme. People Managers: Delivering Business Success, 
ts very apt for the Philippine people management climate, With 
highly relevant sessions on Good Governance, Change 
Managemen. Compensation. Conflict Management and Work Life 
Balance, among others, Lam certain that Is summi will no les 
beclfecivein achieving hs objectives. 


1 thank all the краме for selflessly sharing their time 
an expertise, the Chapters Commitee, Luzon Chapter Presidents 
and thcir respective members, and the PMAP Profesional Stalf for. 
thelr hard work and dedication in ensuring the success of this 
"undertaking. 1 thank also the sponsors and exhibitors for their 
"asiste, and of course, our delegates who constantly believe In 
PMAP'svislon ofa better people manager that ls truly Filipino 


Mabuhay angPMAP! 


26-1581/1588/1532.— www.pmap.or, 


Let me exiend my warmest greetings io 
all our guests and participants In the Z^ PMAP. 
Luzon Summit, with the theme “People 
Managers: Delivering Business Success!" 


Опе of the major aspirations of our 
‘organization isto bulld a prosperous, equltable 
and competent society. A major foundation In 

realizing this alm fs to be able to generate Гог employment and 

Sustained Industry growth, To aleve these we must be able to 

теме а higher quality labor force via strong people management 

principles, Realizing the significant contributions of aur 
industries In Ше Luzon area, the 2* PMAP Luzon Summit will 
provide the expertise and more as we converge as one profession 

{with а common paradigm of delivering business success and 

sharing best practices 


This ls wit’ take so much pride In our summit for enables us. 
foreach a noble goal ofa stronger nation and provide the stating 
poln for transforming our competitive advantage, that of our 
naman expla 


May the Good Lord Bless Us АШ 


(Syd) JIMMY M. ISIDRO, FEM. 
Chairman. 


g.ph 


My warmest welcome to all the 

es, keynote and resource speakers 
{athe 2= PMAP Luzon Summit, wth the 
theme “People Managers: Delivering 
Business Success!” 


This year's theme is based on the 

belief borne out of varied experiences in 
many Industrles across this couniry: business success Is 
rough aout by us human capital Penple alone cam be held 
responsible for 3 company's success and growth. Seasoned 
human resource professionals readily agree tothe realization 


that people managers are the catalyst for delivering business | 


Every organtzation now Implements different 
approaches io Improve the performance of Iis human capital 
Each organization s shaping Из own strategles and range of 
services based upon need, resources and local culture. Each 
Tecagnizes the Importance of alaring services to address the 
Inalviclual necis of ns stakeholders. Each understands that 
competent Individuals addressing these needs are part of a 
larger system of corporate Initiatives and priorities, Bach 
understands that businesses wih a fair share of exceptional 

uman capital are far more likely to succeed than the 
competitor 


1 convey my sincere appreciation to the men and 
women who have selflessly contributed time, effort and 
resources with intensified participaron. for the success of this 


organization and Mabuhay! 
Thank you very much. 

(Sq) LIBERATOP. LAUS PMAP President 

Presiden and CEO 

Clark Development Corporation 


Chapters Committee 


Бай) MARQUEZO.CO, FEM. 


Summit: the Officers and Members of the elght (8) Luzon 
Chapters the Summit Committee Chairs and Members the 
PMAP Professional Stalf, and fo all our sponsors who have 
supporiedus. 

Maraming Salamat at Mabuhay kayong tahat! 


(Sil) LINA A. ASENETA, FPM 
2005 PMAP President 
Car, 2" PMAP Luzon Summit 


ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES 
GENERAL HEADQUARTERS & NEADOUARTERS SERVICE CONIAND 
‘Comp General Emio Agunaldo, Quezon СП 
СНО 2 HSC PROPERTY DISPOSAL COMMITTEE. 


INVITATION TO BID 


очон ошоп, SUP 


RUIN END 


үте ттын 6174182007 


Service Contractors & Manpower Cooperatives 
can they marry & live happily ever after? 

THE PHIL. ASSOCIATION OF 
Local Service Contractors 
(PALSCON) in cooperation with the 
Dept. of Labor & Employment will 
hold a special forum on Thursday, 
Nov. 22, 2007 (1-5 pm only) at the 
Technopark Hotel, Greenfield 
Autopark, Sta. Rosa, Laguna. 

The centerpiece of this special. 
forum is clarifying applicability 
of D.O. 18-02, series of 2002, to 
Manpower Cooperatives as per 
DOLE Circular 01-07 issued by 


Secretary Arturo Brion of the 
Dept. of Labor 

The guest speaker is Atty. 
Rebecca Chato, Director of Labor 
Relations, DOLE, Atty. Ricardo 
Martinez, Director for Region IV 
will also Grace the occasion. 

Registration fee is Php 1,000.00 
only/person. For reservation, 
please call or text: Fred Castro 
(0917) 8007089, Loida Bautista 
(0917) 8174887, Sarah (0917) 


High School Students to Benefit 
From D-WOW Career Expo 


EIGHT HUNDRED HIGH SCHOOL 
students from different private and pub- 
Jic high schools in Metro Manila will 
have the chance to properly choose 
their future careers through the Dis 
cover the World of Work (D-WOW) 
Career Expo 2007. The Federation of 
Filipino Chinese Chambers of Commerce 
and Industries, Ine. (FFCCCID in close 
partnership with the Department of La 
bor and Employment ~ National Capital 
Region make this career fest posible for 
the frst time. This one day career expo 
will be held at the ground floor of the 
Federation Building, Muelle de Binondo, 
Binondo, Manila from 8:00am to 
5:00pm on November 23, 2007. 
DOLE-NCR OIC Regional Director 
Raymundo б. Agravante said, selected 
third and fourth year high school stu- 
denis will have the opportunity to peek 
into what the world of work is like 
through the career talks and virtual 
tours to be provided by six participating 
Higher Educational Institutions (НЕ) 
and seven companies touted to be Key 
Employment Generators (KEGs). 


"DOLE believes in influencing the ca 
reer decisions of our youth to ensure 
that the country can supply the right 
kind and number of workers for the pro 
jected labor demand within the next 
Тен years. D-WOW is different fromthe 
usual field trips that most of our stu- 
dents go to, This isa workplace career 
advocacy tour that will equip our high 
school students with tools that will 
shape and spell their future," Director 
Agravante said. 

KEGs are industry sectors expected. 
to grow and will have in demand and 
hard to fill jobs until 2010 based on the 
2006 National Manpower Summi. 
Companies belonging to KEGs which 
support this year's carcer expo are the 
following: Lamolyan Corporation 
(Agri-business), Manila Pavilion (Hotel 
and Restaurant), Platinum Spa (Medi- 
cal Tourism), Asian Hospital and 
Medical Center (Health and Services), 
Philippine Airlines (Aviation), Aboitiz 
‘Transport Systems Corp. - Superferry 
(Maritime) and ^ Informatics 
(Cyberservice) 


борс те Pappas 
4 Dererinen of eat 
(hte oi me Secre 
BE CENTRAL OFFICE BIOS AND ANARDS COMMITTEE 
оғ Buin 6, San Lazaro Compound, Aizal Avenue, Sa. Cu 1003 Manta. 
"fr Lino 42-001 loci 1625, 1626 тама 741-9175 
URL Nip um ih geh 


Re-Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Republic of the Philippines. 


PROCUREMENT OF VARIOUS PHARMACEUTICALS AND TOPICAL (REBID) 
IAEB No, 2007-12-11 (36) 
‘The Deparment c Healy through he General Appropriations Act 2007 intends o 
арду the sum of Thee Millon Two Hundred Try One Thousand Soven Hundred 
жу Phiippine Pesos (PAP3.231.790.00) being tna Approved Budga lor Ine 
отива (ABC) lo payments under ho contract lor the Procurement of Various 
Laboratory Pharmasouteale and Topical ids ocaived In excess ol Ins ABC shall 
Бо aulem@ienlyrlected al Bid opening 
The DOH now ives Bids tom біде Bidders for Io procurement ofthe above- 
Montene Goods Саму а та GOODS в esie by ду (30) calandar days: The 
бозслриоп ofan gia Bidor i conainedn Socton ol ha ida Documents, T. 
Bidding wil be cenductod through ороп compatta bidding procedures using noa- 
icrelanany passia erona as spotted m ha Implemansng Rules and Ragulatons 
Pari A IRAJ ol Перуа A 9184 (LA S184) oionmso known as na “Government 
Procurement Selon Act and позивао Рио сштеп propntorepe. 
‘rganizations wi at least y рогсол (60%) Interest or oulsanding сарда stock 
elongng 1o elizans of te PMippmos and io citizens or organizations ola county 
Tho aws or regulations of which grant отаг поа or prvtages lo Fiipino ciens. 
pursuant to Republic Aci 5183 (RA. 5189) and subject 1o Commonwealth Aci 138 
{СА 138) Oriy bs rom Bidders who pass na дошу chock wil be opened. The 
Procase e io окуу check в ceaerbed in Section Iro Ina Brig Documanis 
TT: Tho bicaor win the Lowest Calcuated 00 (LCB) shal advance lo ha post 
quaiticaton siage in order to iallydelarmine rospongivanaes of na D lo aches 
Эла Mandal recuirements of the projet. The contact shall then ba awarded lo 
{he Lowes! Calculated and европа Bidder (LCA) who was iolarminog as such 
‘ung the postquaticaton procedure. 
Progpactve bidders should have exporance In undertaking a ema prec within the 
fasi two (2) years wih an amount cf at ast 580% o Ро propesad praeci lor bising 
Interested Bdóors may obtain furthr intormation кот the COBAC Secrolaria, ЭЕ. 
биа No. $. Beparimant о Heath, San Lazaro Compound, Sia Cruz, Manta rom. 
8:00 ал. 0 $00 pm, Mondays lo Fridays: 
А complot sat ol Bidding Documants may be purchased by interested Bidder fom. 
Me above аддоне and upon payment of a nor {elundaie lea in no amount ol One 
Thousand Prelppino Posos (PN 1000.00) Tha mainod ol payment wil be or 
ash basis only The бапо Documents anal be recawod personally by the 
prospeclivo iddor or hs аыполгей represontate, 
“Tho DOH wi hold a Pro Conleronce ороп to а! intareste patos on November 
26,2007, 1000 am. al ne adress gwon below. 
Bids and ality requirements must be dolvaro to the address below on or betoro 
1000 a.m. December 11, 2007. Al Bs musi be ассопрапос by a Bd ситу т 
the tatowing form and amount in Pasos. Late Bids shal not Бе accoplad 
Form of Bid Security Minimum Amount in% atthe Approved 
Budge for the Contract lor the tema for 
Felon Ba Tey ne 3 “leh Би в Submited - 
can cariad check cai’ сс | pu] 
| manager's chock, bant aralt or 
abi 


choose to 
“The DOH rosarvos the righi io accept or reject any Bid, 1o annul te bidding process, 
{nd ото ай Sids al any Ume pror lo contract award, not hereby incur 
any вару loto alloted cdr or бй. 
COBAC CONFERENCE ROOM 
‘Ground Fos, Guldng û 
Bapanmento Hoa 
San Lazaro Compound, Sia. Cruz, Manila 
Расате number: 7419775 
‘ranking Number: 7438301 local 1625 and 1628. 
(90) ALEXANDER A. PADILLA 
ndorsocroary of Heath and 
COBAC Charperson 
(P01 November 16. 2007) 


Se 


CLASSIFIEDS 


est el аы 


More Classified Ads 


DOLE-Region IV 

Inner Sun Consultants 

Development Bank of the Philippines 
Supreme Court of the Philippines 


Republic of the Philippines 
Governor Celestino Gallares Memorial Hospital 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID AND RE-BID 
‘Supply and Delivery of 
Hospital Equipment, Supplies and Services 
(Gen. Appropriations Act 2007 & Continuing Appropriation) 
The GOVERNOR CELESTINO GALLARES MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, 
through the General Appropriations Act 2007 and Continuing 
Appropriations intends to apply the sum о! Php 7,056,800.00 being the 
‘Approved Budget lor the Contract (ABC) to payments under the contract 
for Supply and Delivery of Hospital Equipment (P4,068,800.00), 
Supplies (P1,100,000.00) and Services (P1,888,000.00). Bids 
received in excess о! the ABC shall aulomalically bo rejected at Bid 
opening, 
The GOVERNOR CELESTINO GALLARES MEMORIAL HOSPITAL now invites 
Bids Irom eligible Bidders for Supply and Delivery of Hospital Equipment, 
Supplies and Services. Delivery ol the GOODS required is: for supplies 10 
calendar days, for equipment 30-60 calendar days and for services 
(security guard and janitorial) from January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2008. 
‘The descnphon of an eligible Bidder is contained in Section I1 of Ino Bidding 
Documents, ITB 
Bidding willbe conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using 
non-discretionary passilail criteria as speciled in the Implementing Rules 
‘and Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Aci 9184 (R.A. 9184), otherwise 
known as the “Government Procurement Relorm Aci, and is restricted lo 
Filipino ciizens/sole propriolorships, organizations with at least sixty percent 
(60%) interest or outstanding capital stock belonging to citizens of the 
Philippines, and toclzens or organizations of a country the laws or regulations. 
of which grant similar rights or privileges lo Filipino ciizens, pursuant to 
Republic Act 5183 (FLA. 5183) and subject о Commonwealth Act 138 (C.A. 
138). Only Bids Irom Bidders who pass the eligibility check will be opened. 
“The process for the eligibility check is described in Section I of the Bidding 
Documents, ITB, The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall 
‘advance 16 the post-qualification stage In order to finally determine 
responsiveness ol the bid lo technical and financial requirements of the 
project. The contract shall then be awarded to the Lowest Calculated and 
Responsive Bidder (LCR) who was determined as such during the post- 
uallicaion procedure. 
Interested Bidders may obtain further Information from GOVERNOR, 
CELESTINO GALLARES MEMORIAL HOSPITAL BAC Chairman, Luz R. 
Rosales and Inspect he Bidding Documents at the address given below Irom 
1:00 5:00 p.m. 
A complete set ol Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders 
fom the address given below and upon payment ol a nonretundable fee in the 
‘amount of Php 1,000.00 per category for supplles and services and Php 
1,500.00 for equipment. The method ol payment wil be Cash. The Bidding 
Documents shall be received personally by tha prospective Bidder or his 
authorized representative, 
The GOVERNOR CELESTINO GALLARES MEMORIAL HOSPITAL 
will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all interested parties on 
November 28, 2007 / 1:30 p.m. at GCGMH WELLNESS Corner. 
Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered to the GCGMH Audio 
Visual Ноот on the scheduled opening of bids. All Bids must be. 
accompanied by a Bid security in any ot ће folowing forms. Late Bids shall 
not be acceplad. 


Form of Bid Security 


Minimum Amount in % 
о! Approved Budget for the 
"Contract to be Bid. 

One percent (1%) 

"Two and a hall percent (2997 


3. CasManagers Check 
2. GSIS Bond 


Bid opening shall be on December 17, 2007 al 10:00 a.m. at GCGMH Audio- 
Visual Room. Bids will be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ 
representatives who choose іо attend al the address below. 

The GOVERNOR CELESTINO GALLARES MEMORIAL HOSPITAL reserves 
the right to accept or reject any Bid, lo annul the bidding process, and to reject 
ali Bids at any ime prior to contract award, without thereby incurring any labily 
tod Bidder ог Bidders. 
0 Gallares Memorial Hospital 

Luz В. Rosales, BAC Chairman 

Dormitory Manager 

Miguol Parras St. Tagbilaran City, Bohol 

Tol. No, (038) 411-4868 / (038) 411-4869 / (038) 501-7531 loo. 242 

Fax No, (038) 411-3181 

E-mail address: gegmh_bohol@ yahoo.com ph 


(504) LUZ R. ROSALES 
Chairman, Bids & Awards Commitee 


С] 


By Amy R. Remo 


AN INTERNATIONAL NONGOV- 
ernment organization has urged 
the government to deny Bayer's ap- 
plication for the commercial distri- 
bution of its genetically modified 
rice, Liberty Link Rice 62, on 
grounds that the evaluation process. 
was “concealed from the public.” 

The Southeast Asia Regional 1 
tiative for Community Empower- 
ment (Searice) raised the alarm, 
saying this “concealment” also 

= posed serious questions on the in- 

7 dependence of the government's 
Scientific and Technical Review 
Panel from GMO-producing firms. 

“We urge the Department of 
Agriculture to divulge the compo- 
sition of the STRP and assure the 
public of the members’ indepen- 
dence from any GMO firm's inter- 
est" said Socrates Lugasip, 


FEM 
NGO asks gov't to 


Searice technical officer. 

‘According to the DA, the STRP is 
composed of at least three "rep- 
utable and independent scientists 

to evaluate the application, par- 
ticularly the risk assessment studies 
conducted and actions taken by rel- 
evant regulatory authorities in the 
country of origin." 

Lugasip said allowing the im- 
portation of this GM rice required 
transparency and public knowl- 
edge as rice is the Filipinos’ staple 
food. 

"The people need to know the 
reasons behind the governments 
rush to allow this, despite the fact 
that the rice has not been grown 
commercially elsewhere nor does it 
have any history of safe consump- 
tion by humans," Lugasip stressed. 

Bayer, for its part, said it could 
not issue an official statement due 
to a pending case on the commer- 
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deny Bayer petition 


cialization of the LLRICE62. 

Greenpeace filed this year a peti- 
tion against the use of Bayer’s LL- 
Rice62 for food, animal feed and 
processing. 

According to Searice, a member 
of the STRP had already said he 
‘would dismiss the application of LL- 
RICE62 for lack of merit. 

“Would it enhance agricultural 
productivity, global competitive- 
ness, lower the price of rice in the 
market, alleviate poverty and 
hunger, improve the health of the 
rice-eating Filipinos?” said STRP 
member Emerlito Borromeo. 

Borromeo added that ће evalua- 
tion of GMO applications should 
not be left to STRP alone because 
the panel's perspective was con- 
fined only to technical aspects, and 
does not cover the economic and 
sociocultural implications of a par- 
ticular GMO. 


The country’s most wanted Gold Lion 


A nca 


is going to Subic. 


rix AIS 


Б 
Official Festival Representative 


excelence ond world-class advertising 


Г 


10:00АМ 
11:00AM 
12:30-1:30PM 
2:00PM 
4:00PM 


9:00AM 
11:00AM 
12:30-1:30PM 
2:00PM 
4:00PM 


9:00AM 
12:00NN 


SCREENING SCHEDULE 


November 22, Thursday 


1st Screening 
Lunch Break 

2nd Screening 
3rd Screening 


November 23, Friday 
1st Screening 
2nd Screening 
Lunch Break 
3rd Screening 
4th Screening 


November 24, Saturday 
Last Screening 
Closing 


Opening Ceremony 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2007 


‘Sin’ tax collection 
down 2% as of Sept. 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE'S 
collection of “sin” taxes dipped 2 percent as 
of September this year compared to the 
first nine months last year. 

A report from the BIR showed that 
P29.83 billion worth of excise tax on 
cigarettes and alcoholic beverages was col- 
ected as of September, a P692-million or 2- 
percent drop from the P30.52 billion col- 
lected in the same period last year. 

The latest sin tax collection was also 
P1.12 billion short of the nine-month target 
of P30.95 billion. 

‘The collection was off target despite the 
increase in the excise tax rates on cigarettes 
and alcohol starting January this year. 

‘The Sin Tax Law of 2005 mandates an in- 
crease in the sin tax rates once every two 
years until 2011. The increase varies de- 
pending on the price. 

The collection decline was attributed to 
the low collection of excise tax on 
cigarettes. 

Of the total sin tax collection as of 
September, the bigger share of P16.28 bil- 
lion was collected from cigarettes. 

The figure was P2.4 billion lower than 
the P18.68 billion collected in the first 
three quarters last year. 

On the other hand, collection of excise 
tax on alcoholic beverages reached P13.54 
billion, up P1.7 billion from the P11.84 bil- 
lion recorded in the same period last year. 

Revenue collectors earlier said the de- 
cline in the collection of sin taxes could be 
partly due to the shift by some consumers 
to low-priced cigarettes following the in- 


crease in excise tax rates. 

But they also said the decline in collec- 
tion could be due to underdeclaration of 
production by cigarette manufacturers. 

Excise tax should be paid before products 
are taken out of factories. 

Packages of products whose taxes have 
already been paid are marked by tax per- 
sonnel with a seal. 

But the BIR earlier suspected some 
cigarette makers of using fake seals just to 
escape payment of proper taxes. 

To address the declining collection of sin 
taxes, the BIR said, it was developing an im- 
proved system of auditing the tax compli- 
ance of cigarette makers. 

BIR Deputy Commissioner Nelson Aspe 
had said the BIR would come up with a tax 
seal with built-in security features. 

Aside from suspected dishonesty by 
some cigarette firms, the BIR said the move 
of some manufacturers to “frontload” their 
production also led to the drop in excise tax 
collection. 

Some cigarette manufacturers were said 
to have advanced production in December 
last year and increased stock in warehouses 
to avoid the higher excise tax rates. 

The failure to increase excise tax collec- 
tion despite the higher excise tax rates was 
partly blamed for the BIR's tax collection 
shortfall as of September. 

The BIR collected P521.9 billion in Jan- 
uary to September, short of the target of 
P566.9 billion by P45 billion. 

But BIR officials said tax collecting agen- 
cy already implemented several measures, 
including intensified tax audit, to shore up 
revenue collection. 


November 214: 22, 2007 @ 
Manila Peninsula som 9 to 5 


Stories claim when Aristotle spoke. people would applaud "Great speech, great | 
| speech!” and when Demosthenes spoke, people would respond with, "Let's marchi" 
[in this workshop, 1 can make the same happen for you! Faciitator, Raju Mandhyan 


[Learning Benefits 


|= aum to lows and employ the 
creative benefits of Mind Mapping. 
Research, wrte, memorize and speek 
extompore with precision and impact. 
Overcome all anxiety and project 
confidence and vitality in all interactions 
Employ humor, analogies, metaphors 
and rhetoric to impart multi-faceted 
understanding. 
Answer and handle open forums with 
Оюмду, depth and elegance. 


Workshop Contents 


= Audience analysis and designing 
‘speeches through Mind Mapping" 

Self-evaluation methods for mastery and 

self-motivation 

Importance of non-verbal language to 

maximize impact. 

‘Managing all visual aids and props. 

Using Mind Mapping™ to memorize 

and stay flexible. 


"A Werk d Clear, Creative and Conia 
тыы n 


| 
| Е 
| 
| 


Contact М Sheila Villena at; 
Tel: 297759 
Етай:уйепазһейа@уаһоо сот 


INVITATION TO BID 


The Development Bark of the Philippines wil receive sealed bids on Doc. 5 , 2007, at 200 p.m., 12/F, Suite 5, 


Execuwe Lounge of Ino DBP Head Orice, Sen Gi Puye 
proceres on CASH BASIS 


jl Ave. cor. Макай Ave, Makati City for the following. 


Resderus эя (ICT No TQUE) 
varies Lug 


калты kis (TCT Not Алита 
илз. NTTMTÀ ATIS ond N 
Тыл, ed. т ы» d voros 
IE ud oí ma conteuson бош 
Ro ses ol 28.1010 ту тонн 
p 
— (TCT Nos. 
Жама d мата) ма 3 
Wage oí venous ems ке итик 
сылап бза Kor элә d 3279 
{om moby ates es соте and 


esi ов (тст Nos 1-125008, 
T2565 ат 128087) 


Resorts ка (тст No. 1182501) 


пелена (TOT o. 267251) 
‘Rees ia (TCT Ne 26800) 
Hause ant (TCT No 1108644) 


ose andi (TCT No 375203) 


sino (TOT нә. T-150652) 


idol ы (TCT No. 7.657868) 
Ten Bp on provers 


осе (1) vot Honda Cty OST model 
Кє жш мш. тюш 
шалаш cor Nn Бата. Bac 
рони eem ИТЕЛ 


BIDDERS ARE REMINDED: 


Мо 23 Songamay SL comer Mangoes Р. 188030010 
St, Manos Sind. Prase ША 
Роло, Las Pras Gy 


pg 


илда. Sonano Lakaw and Peoro 
Pete Зи. Galas, Quezon Ciy 


Boy. Кура, San Joso del Monte Ciy 650000 


эр. 2apang, Tete, Coste. a2000 


Lol 7 ака Family Vag, Panapaan, mom 


«momo 


77 
‘Benga автол. 

Lat M4 Bh. 25 Vt Verda, Nom 
Are. Prase 1D, Visia Verda Nom 
‘Vege, Cacocon Cay 

ци 26 эк. 1 Озго Pac, Тэн 
West. San Donee, toa BF Homes, 
Paranagua Cty 

Lat 11 Өк. 5 Gama S1. Forence 
Vas 0да. Bo. Таро, Эз Rosa 


suono 


144480000. 


вооа 


Parked а DP ina Court 


1. To inspect fhe properties о determine their actua condition before the bidding: 
2. To suómi in DBP' ойнош bd form avaiable atthe AMD-Acqured Assets, Ground Floor (for Собе stating 


Win AM) and at PFU Тїп Пос (or Code starting wit 


PF) DBP Head Онсе during office hours 


з. Tobe on ime. No bids wil be accepted once unsealing of he bids commences. The sale shall be subject lo 
other terms and condtions whieh may be posed by the Bank. 


рар RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS, TO WAIVE ANY FORMALITY THEREIN, OR TO 
ACCEPT SUCH BIDS AS MAY BE CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE BANK. THE DECISION OF 


THE BANK IS FINAL AND BINDING 


For inquies, please call telephone numbers: 882-1588 or 818-9511 locals 2117/2189/2168 for Code starting with 


AM and local 3708 or Code staring wih PF 


(PO-Nov. 16.2007) 


ASSET MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 
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By Amy R. Remo 


EXPORTS OF AGRICULTURAL 
products rose by 24.71 percent. 
to $2.32 billion in the first eight 
months of the year, as local ex- 
porters tapped new markets. 

In the same period last year, 
the country shipped $1.86 bil- 
lion worth of these products. 

Agriculture Undersecretary 
Bernadette Romulo-Puyat said 


the country's top farm exports 
during the period were refined 
coconut oil, desiccated coconut, 
mangoes, pineapples and 
carageenan. 

In a report to Agriculture Sec- 
retary Arthur C. Yap, Puyat said 
the United States remained the 
top destination for the country's 
agricultural exports, account- 
ing for$542.35 million or 23.33 
percent of total exports during 
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BUSINESS 
Opening of new markets boosts exports of farm products 


the period. 

Japan followed with $316.99 
million or 13.6 percent of the total. 

The other three major mar- 
kets were The Netherlands, 
$161.69 million (6.96 percent); 
South Korea, $130.96 million 
(5.64 percent), and Thailand 
$102.97 million (4.43 percent). 

Puyat, who heads the depart- 
ments Export Development 
"Team, said that among coconut 


products, refined coconut oil 
and desiccated coconut were 
the top export earners, with 
sales reaching $115.8 million 
and $104 million, respective- 
2 

Fresh pineapples ranked 7th 
largest export earner during the 
period. Total sales hit $40.55 
million, up 6.21 percent from 
$38.18 million last year. 

Export of dried pineapples 


surged by 262 percent to 
$293.2. million from $80.99 
million last year as the com- 
modity penetrated new markets 
including The Netherlands, Tai- 
wan, Oman, China, Canada, 
‘Switzerland, Guam and Japan, 
she said. 

Dried mango exports like- 
wise increased by 73.86 percent 
to $7.25 million due to new 
markets such as Thailand, Ger- 


BE 


many, Ireland, French Polyne- 
sia, Oman, Greece, Cyprus, 
Cayman Islands, Saudi Arabia, 
Palau, Nigeria, and Kiribati. + 
Similarly, exports of 
carageenan grew by 26.8 per- 
cent to $39.59 million, as. it 
penetrated new markets includ- 
ing the Bahamas, Cambodia, 
Curacao, Greece, Guatemala, 
Jordan, Nicaragua, Nigeria and 


Political stability, RP image 
top concerns of BPO investors 


Respondents say country needs PR program 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


INVESTORS IN THE BUSINESS 
process outsourcing sector are 
more concerned about the coun- 
trys image abroad as well as politi- 
cal stability than the much-talked 
about quality of available skills or 
growth of businesses, a recent study 
showed. 

The study conducted by Out- 
source2Philippines (02Р) їп 
September in partnership with the 
Business Process Association of the 
Philippines also showed that hiring 
rates were better than commonly 
assumed, and that the workers’ 
short stay in a job was due to better 
opportunities elsewhere within the. 
sector rather than a perceived lack 
of career growth opportunities. 

The results of the poll of 72 BPO 
executives done on Sept. 12 to Sept. 
25 showed that: 

English proficiency was still ап 
important concern, but less critical 
than in previous years; 

* Hiring rates were steady and 
generally higher than popular myth 
suggests while turnover was higher 
this year; 


© Respondents remain largely 
enthusiastic with respect to 
prospects for growth, and forecast 
significant expansion both in work- 
force and real estate requirements; 
© Most BPO industry employees 
who resign do so to accept an offer 
within the industry, or overseas. 

The 72 respondents accounted 
for a fifth of all those that were giv- 
en questionnaires. 

Respondents represent contact 
centers (34 percent); software de- 
velopment and services (59 per- 
cent); medical and legal transcrip- 
tion, animation, and engineering 
services (18 percent), and third- 
party and in-house BPO (11 per- 
cent) 

‘Answers indicate that jobs were 
kept for two to three years and that 
there was no difference in perfor- 
mance between new hires with ex- 
perience and the fresh graduates 

‘The survey also found that a posi- 
tive image of the country remained 
an important concern that influ- 
enced investment decisions and 
client acquisition. 

Stil, O2P said half of the respon- 
dents ‘rated the Philippines’ image 


‘among investors “positive” and anoth- 
er3 percent said it was “very positive.” 

Asked what the Philippines 
should do to improve its image, the 
top three responses were: “Under- 
take a public relations program" 
(69 percent); “Participate in major 
international trade shows” (54 per- 
cent); and, "Provide a better online 
presence” (50 percent); “Conduct 
more industry conferences (47 per- 
cent); “Advertise in major newspa- 
pers and magazines (29 percent);" 
and "Advertise in major trade publi- 
cations (18 percent).” 

‘Those surveyed said investment 
incentives influence investment de- 
cisions and that perks currently 
available were “reasonably compet- 
itive.” 

BPA/P president Oscar Safiez 
said it was very important that the 
government clearly communicated 
the impact of moves to rationalize 
incentives to current and potential 
investors. 

"(It is also very important) to ob- 
tain investors’ perspectives before 
changes are made that could seri- 
ously dampen investor enthusiasm 
for the Philippines," Saez added. 


Supreme Court of the Philippines 
Judicial and Bar Council 
Manila 


ANNOUNCEMENT : 


The Judicial and Bar Council (JBC) announces the opening, for application ог 


nomination, of the following positions: 


A. The position of ASSOCIATE JUSTICE of the SANDIGANBAYAN to be vacated) 


Й on 20 November 2007 upon the compulsory retirement of HON. GODOFREDO L. 


LEGASPI. Applications or recommendations for this position must be submitted NOT; 


| LATER THAN 5 December 2007, to the JBC, 2™ Floor Centennial Bidg., Supreme Court; 


Padre Faura St., Manila (Tel. No. 552-9512; Fax No.552-9598; e-mail address’ 


f|_ibc_supremecourt@yahoo.com.ph). 


B. Judgeship positions in the following courts: 


нс 
CALOOCAN CITY 
RTC Br.126 
NAVOTAS, M.M. 
METC 8.54 


REGION ul 

AURORA 

3* MCTC Baler-San Luis 
PAMPANGA 

RTC Вг46, San Femando 
TARLAC 

RTC Br.63. Tarlac City 
ZAMBALES 

MCTC Masinioc-Palauig 


REGION V 
ALBAY 
RTC Br.3, Legaspi City 


REGION Vi. 
NEGROS ORIENTAL. 
REGION! RIC Br.63, Bayawan City 
ABRA 

MTC Bucay 

ILOCOS SUR 

4" MCTC Narvacan-Negbukel- 
Santa 

11° MCTC Sta. Cruz-Sta. Lucia 
ILOCOS NORTE 

RIC Br. 19, Bangui 

LA UNION 

MTCC Br.1, San Fernando City 
PANGASINAN 

RTC Br. 42, Dagupan City 


REGION X 

SURIGAO DEL NORTE 
REGION IV RIC 8r.32, Dinagat 
MARINDUQUE 

МТС Mogpog 

MINDORO OCCIDENTAL 
3* MCTC Magsaysay-Rizal- 
Catintaan 

PALAWAN 

9^ MCTC Brooke's Point 
QUEZON 

МТС Mulanay 

5^ МСТС Polilo-Panukulan 
RIZAL 

MCTC Br.2, Teresa-Baras 


REGION XI 
SURIGAO DEL SUR 

МТС Tandag 

3" MCTC Tago-San Manuel 


REGION Xil 

LANAO DEL SUR 
RTC Br.10, Marawi City 
REGION Il 

ISABELA 

T" MCTC Palanan-Dinapigul. 


Applications or recommendations for these positions must be submitted to the JBC 
оп or before 15 DECEMBER 2007, together with six (6) copies of the following: 


Application or Recommendation Letter 


Personal Date Sheet (JBC Form 1 down- 
loadable from the JBC Website 


ITR for the past two (2) years 
Clearances from NBI, Ombudsman, Office 


of the Bar Confidant and employer. 
Transcript of School Records 

Police Clearance from place of residence 

Certificate of Admission to the Bar (with Bar Rating) 


Repub ofthe Phipines. 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
Regional Office No. IV-A 

ıd Flr, Andenson Bldg, Il. Brgy. Parian, Calamba City 


November 16, 2007 


Global Power, 
Formosa form 
joint venture 


GLOBAL BUSINESS POWER CORP, A MEM- 
ber of the Metrobank Group of Companies. 
and Formosa Heavy Industries Corp. have 
signed a joint venture agreement for the 
construction of power plants using clean 
coal technology in Toledo City, Cebu. 

Global Power also inked an engineering, 
procurement and construction (EPC) contract 
to build the initial 246-megawatt power plant 
at its Toledo Power Station in Cebu. A memo- 
randum of understanding has also been 
signed by the two parties to expand Global 
Power's Panay power plant with FHI both as 
an investor and EPC contractor. The new plant 
in olo City will have a capacity of 164 MW. 

More than $500 million will be invested by 
the joint venture in these projects which are 
ained at addressing the urgent need for more 
electricity in the Cebu-Negros-Panay grid. 

Construction of the Toledo expansion plant 
will begin in January 2008 for completion in 
early 2010. The expanded capacity will be 
sold to its existing customers like Veco, Cebeco 
and other cooperatives in the grid. 

Global Power is the largest independent 
power producer in the Visayas with a total 
plant capacity of more than 230 MW using 
both coal and diesel technologies. 


Bayan to spend 
P10B for wireless 
land line in 5 yrs 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


Proof of Filipino Citizenship 
10 Picture (2x2) 

Certificate of Good Standing or latest 
Official Receipt from the IBP National Treasurer 


The JBC also announces that the following are applicants for different judgeship 
B positions: 


| REGIONAL TRIAL COURT (RTC): (NCJRI) QUEZON CITY: (Вг 94,107,217 & 
Ё 222): AGBADA, Genie G.; ALTAREJOS, Mateo B.; ALZATE, Laureano T.; ARENAS, 
Santiago М; BAUTISTA, Jose Jr. L.: BELULIA, Amy Melba 5.: BERNARDO, Elmer 
[| R.: BLANCAFLOR, Jaime С ; BRAVO, Crispin B.; BUCU, Liwliwa H.; BUEMIO, Danilo 
A: CALIS, Elpidio R. САЦ ЕРО. Aurora H.; CAPELLAN, Mario B.: CASTILLO, Silverio 
{ Q.: CEDILLO. Eranio G.: CEGUERA, Maria Cheryl L.; DIAZ, Augustus C.: FORMARAN, 
Ё Pablo Ili C.; GUTIERREZ, Alice C.: IGNALAGA, Ma. Consejo M.; ШАО, Toribio Jr. E. 
ITURRALDE, Philbert |: LAOAGAN, Agapito Jr. K.; LARON, Henry E.; LEGASPI, 
Germano Francisco D.. LIGAYA, Merinnisa O.; LIWANAG, Rico Sebastian D.; 
LORREDO, Jorge Emmanuel M., LUBAO, Antonio C.; MACARAIG, Virgilio V. 
Ё MANODON, Catherine P.: MANTALA, Apollo S.; OLIVETE. Antonio M.: PACIS, Edward 
D.: PELINO, Divina Gracia L.; QUERIJERO, Evelyn D.; QUINAGORAN, Rowena DJ. 
SALVADOR, Philip G.: SAN GABRIEL, Ma. Teresa C.; SANTOS, Edgar D.; SISCAR, 
Josefina E. SOLUREN, Corazon D.; SULIT, Cristina J.: TARO, Manuel R.; TIMOLA, 
Wilfredo V.; TRIA, Roslyn R.: VASQUEZ, Racquelen A.; VILLAVERT, Cecilyn B.; 
VOLANTE, William B.: YANGA, Armando А; PASAY CITY: (Br 231): ALZATE, 
Laureano T. ; BANDONG, Dinah Evangeline В.; BUEMIO, Danilo А.; CALIS, Elpidio 
j| R.: CEDILLO. Eranio G.: DELA CRUZ, Eugenio G.; DIAZ, Augustus С.; ILAO, Toribio 
| Jr E; ITURRALDE, Philbert |.; JURADO, Cicero Jr. D.; LIGAYA, Merinnisa O.: LIM, 
Sarah Alma М. LIWANAG, Rico Sebastian D. MANODON, Catherine Р.; MANTALA, 
Apollo S.; OLIVETE, Antonio M.; PALAMOS, Gina B.; PASIA, Pio M.; PELINO, Divina 
Gracia і; QUINAGORAN, Rowena DJ. QUIZON, Rita E.; RABANG, Francisco Ill P.; 
SALVADOR, Philip G.; SISCAR, Josefina E.; SULIT, Cristina J.; TRIA, Roslyn R.: 
VASQUEZ, Racquelen A.; VILLANUEVA, Romulo S.; YSON, Ma. Paz R. PASIG CITY: 
(Br 151): AGBADA, Genie G.; ALTAREJOS, Mateo B.; ALZATE, Laureano T.: 
|| ARENAS, Santiago M.: BAUTISTA, Jose Jr. L; BUEMIO, Danilo A; CALIS, Elpidio 
R.; CAPELLAN, Mario 8.; CASTILLO, Silverio Q.; CEDILLO, Eranio G.; DELA CRUZ, 
Eugenio G.; DIAZ, Augustus C.; IGNALAGA, Ma. Consejo G.; ILAO, Toribio Jr. E. 
ITURRALDE, Philbert 1.; JURADO, Cicero Jr. D.; LARON, Henry E.; LEGASPI, 
Germano Francisco D.; LIGAYA, Merinnisa O.; LIM, Sarah Alma M.; LIWANAG, Rico 
H Sebastian D.; MACARAIG, Virgilio V.: MANODON, Catherine P.; MANTALA, Apollo 
S.; OLIVETE, Antonio M.; PACULDO, Lorenza B..; PELINO, Divina Gracia 
QUINAGORAN, Rowena DJ.: SALVADOR, Philip G.; SAN GABRIEL, Ma. Teresa С.; 
SISCAR, Josefina E.; SOLUREN, Corazon D.: SULIT, Cristina J.; TIMOLA, Wilfredo 
; TRIA, Roslyn R.; VASQUEZ, Racquelen A; VOLANTE, William B.; YANGA, 
Armando A.; YSON, Ma. Paz R. (REGION XI) DAVAO CITY, DAVAO DEL SUR: (Brs. 
10 & 15): ALCONERA, Virgilio P.; ANG, Virginia D.; ARBILON, Demosthenes R.; 
ARIAS, Alfredo Sr. B.; BAUTISTA, Jose Jr. L.; BERSALES, Jose A.; CABREROS, ў 
Socorro E.; CASTILLO, Jose Emmanuel M.; DAYANGHIRANG, Melinda A.; DELA 
BANDA. Gil A.; DEIPARINE, Rolando Y.: FERRARIS, Rufino Jr. S.; FULGAR, Jose 
Jerry L.; JAVIER, Peter John U.; LABITAG, Roberto T.; LIM, Maximo B.; LOPEZ, 
Francisco Jr. H.; MACALAWI, Alex L.; MARCOS, Dante Angel C.; MASORONG, Edgar 
; OMELIO, George E.; QUINIT, Mario O.: SEPULVEDA, Victor C.; SUELO, Herminio А 
V5 TANJILI, Ridgway M.; VILLAFUERTE, Fundador Jr. В.; 


MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURT IN CITIES (MTCC) (REGION XI) .BISLIG CITY, 
SURIGAO DEL SUR: DE CASTRO, Domingo Р.; LABINDAO, Dymphna G.: TRIMOR, 
Pastor Jr. J. 


MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT (MCTC) (REGION X) TRENTO-STA. JOSEFA- 
VERUELA, AGUSAN DEL SUR: ANG, Virginia D.; GANIA, Saidamen M.; SALACOP, 
Kimal M.; (REGION XII) KABACAN-CARMEN-BANISILAN, NORTH COTABATO: 
FABILA, Rae Steve A; FAUSTINO, Herminio B.; HAW, Ма. Frecelyn M. IMBANG, 
Vicente V. 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATIONS 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice x hereby given that the folowing companiesiemoloyers have fied with this 
Regional Office applications for Alen Employment Permits 


f Name and Address T 
oiCompanyEmployer 

GRACESMILE TRADING 

CORPORATION 

Aganakio Highway, Anabu LE. 

imis Cone. 

MD TECH PHILIPPINES. NC. 

CEZ, Rosario. Cavie 

INTEL TECHNOLOGY 

PHLIPPNES, INC. 

GBP. Javier. Gen Trias, Cavi 


Name of Foreign | 
NationatCitizenship | 
M. Seon Hee Har 
Korean 


Vir tik Tanabe! 
Japanese 

te. Philp Tymen 

бе Jong' American 


Tie Huan Lir 
Chinese 


Kelis тота” 
Japanese 


Ti Daid Rene he 
Dubois French 

USP ay La Mesa 

Conde C 
CHANEL UNE 
CORPORATION 

CEL. Rosario, Сада 
PL BATANGAS STEEL 
(CORPORATION 

Boy Миша abn, 
Bangas 

PL BATANGASSTEEL 
COSPORATON 

"iy araqa. Maori, 
Batangas 
PLERTARGKSSTEEL 
CORPORATION 

Bay Managa, Mabini 
Е 

| PLGA TANGASSTEEL 


ETR 


Canadian 


Mr. Ching Chen LV 
Taiwanese 


E Car ang 
Taiwanese 


We VoL rang 
‘Taiwanese 


Te Ken Shen RE 
Taiwanese 


We. Chiang Change 
Taanes? 


Tir Hyunemook Chor 


BAYAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS INC. SAID Moe 


it would spend about P10 billion between 

2008 and 2012 to put up more base stations 
for its Bayan Wireless Landline. 

"The company may spend P2 billion or 
more per year for the next five years as de- 
mand grows," Bayan chief executive con- 
sultant Tunde Fafunwa said in an interview. 

Fafunwa said funding for the next three 
years will come from internally generated 
funds. He said borrowings might be consid- 
ered later although it was not an option 
now as the company was working on wip- 
ing out its $325-million debt by 2023 to exit 
а 19-year rehabilitation program. 

Bayan's net income slipped 51 percent to 
P490 million in the first nine months of this 
year from P1 billion in the same period last 
year. This, despite a 6-percent growth in its i. "e 

1 2 | it you nave any vomationstjacn o me stove mentioned appicalonis 
ET LL Regional Director 15 November 2007. ; 

_ It reported а 10-percent growth in land В E MA. LUISA D VILLARAMA 
line revenue, or service fees from wired and . E Clerk of Court & JBC 
wireless landline subscribers, to P1.59 bil- (Sod) ATTY. RICARDO S. MARTINEZ, SR., CESO Ill Ex Officio Secretary 
lion from P1.44 billion from January to Regional Drector 
September last vear. 


EXC 
Fukushima’ Japanese 


Tie uorum 

Japanese 

LIP Brgy Mongiasan, 

Binan, Laguna 

ANKOR TECHNOLOGY 

PHILIPPINES, INC. 

Laguna Techopark 

Bran. Laura 

(Г JeRFTECHMACHNE 
‘CORPORATION 

CEZ. Rosano. Cavte 

МОР SEMICONDUCTORS 

PHILIPPINES, NC. 

LISP IL Bigy La Mesa, 

Calamba бу 


а. Seungyong Hyun 
Korean 


TE. Jong Bok Chal 
Korean. 


TE. Wen Keel Chal 


pae The public may submit sworn complaint, written report, or opposition against any of 


the aforesaid applicants not later than 26 November 2007 to the JBC Secretariat. 


All applicants for judicial positions must submit to the JBC ASAP via fax, mail or e- 
mail their updated JBC Form 1 (Revised September 2007) and proof of Filipino citizenship. 
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Greenbelt Chancellor 


NOW 97 % SOLD 


GREENBELT 
CHANCELLOR 


i 


The Art of Livi WE 


Greenbelt Chancellor puts you literally steps away from a whole lot of important places. From the most 
prestigious offices to the snazziest shops and restaurants. From the latest entertainment houses to the most 
modern medical centers and the finest schools. 


An incomparable location is just one of the reasons why Greenbelt Chancellor is the first choice of 
Makati's smart set. For one, its executive studios to three-bedroom suites come pre-furnished with first-rate 
furniture and home appliances. Then, too, wide windows bring you stunning views of Greenbelt and the city. 


‘And you can relax in private at the seventh-level play deck, with its lap pool, fitness center, spa and lush garden. 
Best of all, Greenbelt Chancellor gives you more bang for the buck with the friendliest price/payment 
package in town. 


Greenbelt Chancellor. An extraordinarily pampering lifestyle you can call your very own. 


| HERREN TN UP Ici 


È 


A home entertainment system 
= Air-conditioning unit/s 
* Modern kitchen and utility appliances No down: payment for 60 months. 
+ Furnishings for the living/dining areas and bedrooms 


Come to our Open House: 
Nov. 16 (Fri.), 9 am to 10 pm, 
at the Greenbelt Chancellor showroom/model unit, 
G/F Greenbelt Parkplace,112 C. Palanca St., Legaspi Village, Makati City. 


A Luxury Residential Development oft 


X 


MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 


ты: 856-4220 « cen No. 0915-3137409 - 0915-3137408 


E-mail: mebd-salesservices@megaworldcorp.com a aU MEER 
Sales Office: G/F Greenbelt Parkplace, 112 Gil St., Legaspi Village, Makati City, Metro Manila 150 9001:2000 CERTIFIED E ALLIANCE GLOBAL 


A Member of: 


Market bullish | гох зоо PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER | 9A] "Brittany BEAUTIFUL 


А Vista Land Company 


on Avant emser Wenn 
Own a unit at Avant at The Fort Bu SI [А IESSSimiday 


with prices starting at 
11,650.00/month* 

Tho low oP scheme tor a 3059 m. stu i Business Features Editor Margie Quimpo-Espino- 

\ 2 1 

` Demand for Prime Green on the ri 


Don't miss out on the opportunity to own a unit at Avant at The Fort, 
perhaps the last remaining prime green living space in Bonifacio 
Global City's Crescent Park West. 


AVANT сан 838 0558 e 837 3851 


Small-business 
icons stand tall 


Citigroup cites, awards Winners нону cire con tir Aaland ch Ferrando 2ad de Aia, Nely Fats 


Villafuerte, Monetary Board Member Tessie Sy, PDI chair Marixi Rufino-Prieto, national winner Henry Bayaua, 


0 f se arch for top entre preneurs national winner Milagros Dorado, BSP Governor Amando Tetangco е, Antonio Alindogan Jr. and RFM Corp. CEO 


Jose Ma. Concepcion Ill during the 2007 Citi Microentrepreneur of the Year Awards. пое отом. 


By Doris C. Dumlao г 
WOMAN WHO FLED HER 


war-torn hometown to be- : 
Musee How far can your AIG Credit Card take you? 
er and a man who survived poverty 
and two vehicular mishaps to build 
an agricultural equipment manu- 
facturing business topped this Get high on Hong Kong's shopping bargains, 
year’s list of the Philippines’ out- à 
standing microentrepreneurs. savor the heights of Singapore's myriad attractions 
Milagros Dorado of Asuncion, Davao del 
Norte and Henry Bayaua of San Manuel, Is- 
abela, won the top prizes at the 5th Citi Mi- 


croentrepreneur of the Year Awards (MO- AIG Credit Cards’ 


TY), the country's premier search for exem- 


plary Filipino entrepreneurs, for the / 
PMasikap" and "Maunlad" categories, re- ШОЛ 7 Tavel Escapade! 
spectively. 
“Through this program, we are able to 
actively share the success stories of our out- 
standing microentrepreneurs, promote 
their successes to a much wider community 
base, and most importantly, create role 
models that will inspire and encourage oth- 
ers to similarly grow their microenterprises 
and serve as catalysts to invigorate their 
own communities,” said Citigroup country 
officer Sanjiv Vọhra. 


Most effective means 

In developing countries where poverty 
was highest, Vohra noted that microenter- 
prises usually accounted for over 80 per- 
cent of all wealth-building enterprises and 
more than 20 percent of gross national out- 
put. 

“We know that one of the most effective 
means ofensuring that the poor take part in 
their economy is to provide them with ac- 
cess to the financial knowledge, products 
and services they need to help them gain fi- 
nancial independence and achieve their 
goals,” Vohra said. 

The Masikap award category is given to 
microentrepreneurs who successfully start- 
ed a business that has become a reliable 
source of income for the family. 

The Maunlad award, on the other hand, 
is for those who have grown a business to a 
level that has generated employment for 
people apart from household or family 
members. 

Business assets of awardees should be no 
greater than P300,000 for the Masikap cat- 
egory and up to P1 million for the Maunlad 
category. 

The two national awardees won 
P150,000 in cash prize each. 


à Use your AIG Credit Card for all your holiday shopping needs 
Pure tenacity Б бе 
Dorado won the top prize for the and get a chance to win an exciting travel package. 


Masikap category because hers was a story 


of pure tenaciy, hard wor and en- Every Php1,000 charged to your card earns you 1 raffle entry. 


trepreneurial spirit. EXE 
Because of domestic violence, Dorado The more you use your card, the more chances of winning! 
and her family le her hometown Cotabato 
in 1982 and sought refuge in Davao del 
Norte. Knowing that she had to do some- ITE 
thing to start a new life for her family, she s 9, ~ 
decided to raise ducks as she did back then я 7 Ы 
im Cotabato. "We didn't know anyone ө 
there,” she said. 
She allows her ducks to graze from one 
farmland to another after the harvest sea- 
son, thus helping farmers weed out snails 
that could plunder crops and raising addi- 
tional income. This raising of migrant > 
ducks also makes her ward more prolific in Promo Period: November 1, 2007 to January 15, 2008 
laying eggs. Travel prizes include roundtrip airfare, 4 days/3 nights hotel accommodations, 


Dorado delivers and supplies eggs to ba- pocket money and specified city tours for 4 persons. 
lut-makers in the town centers of Asuncion, 


Kapalong and Tagum City. When the Rural See flyers or call 683-8888 for details. Per DT-NCR Permit No. 5494, Series of 2007. 

Bank of Sto. Romas opened a branch near ~ е | 
| 
| 


her town in 2006, she obtained a loan of The Philam Group of Companies offors you a ful range of financial services: 1 
V 2 
AKG PhilAm 
с) fj], "Savings Bank | 


P7,000 o expand her business. Life and General Insurance = Property and Casualty Insurance * Health Care Management « Pre-Need 


[uc S А 
$ $ 


Рала Savings, Mortgage and Cred Cards = Mutual Funds » Property Development» Business Process 
Apart from duck-raising, she now buys ^ — Outscurcng. Bancassurance 
whole or unhusked coconuts from local A Subsidiary of American International Group, Inc. (AIG) 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2007 


How far can your 
AIG Credit Card take you? 


- а] 


f کے‎ 
Celebrate the holidays 
' and enjoy special treats 
when you use your AIG Credit Card. 


3 technopreneurs say doing 
business in cyberspace is 
fun, practical and profitable 


SHOES for the well-heeled 


By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


Burgoo Kebabs 


Fora minimum order 
of any entree with the same 
or higher value 


Valid unti December 31, 2007 
ParOTNGR Path 2915, зешш 207 


Grilled Chicken 
Limone 


For a minimum order 
of any entree with the same 
or higher value 


Valid unti December 31, 2007 
Pur OTR Perte 21, Setas d 2007 


one 


FREE Sisig 


For a minimum purchase 


of Php750 
or 
FREE Leche Flan 


For 2 for a minimum 
purchase of Php500 


Valid unti January 31, 2008 


FREE rocky Road 
or Cookies & Cream 
or Mango Caramel 
Ice Cream 
For a minimum purchase 
of Php750 
* Choice of either one 
of three flavors 
Vaid uni February 15, 2008 


Pur DIR Peet. SIPE, utes ef 2007 


Upon purchase of either Large or Party, 
Thin or Thick Crust Pizza and a Pitcher 
of Iced Tea or Lemonade 
+ Free pizza is of the same size and crust of pizza purchase 
* Choice of Hawaiian Delight or Pepperoni 

Valid nil December 31, 2007 
тетинин. Sts dO 


edî 


Call 683-8888 fo 


See tent cards for detalis. 


details. 


NOT TOO MANY PEOPLE KNOW IT, BUT A 
whole lot of trading is going on in cy- 
berspace. 

Clothes, shoes, bags, watches, cameras, 
food, fashion accessories, toys and jewel- 
ry—both brand new and second-hand—are 
just some of the goods being bought and 
sold through the Internet, and more and 
more people are getting hooked on the idea 
of getting what they want from the comfort 
oftheir own homes. 

But its not only the customers who are 
benefiting from getting hold of items they 
would not ordinarily get in the malls and 
department stores. 

Entrepreneurs are also seeing the In- 
ternet as a godsend because they no 
longer need го cough up too much capital 
before they can go into business. All they 
need are à good computer, a nice web- 
page and a cellular phone to monitor or- 
ders. 

So says 30-year-old Roechelle Montene- 
gro who sells exclusively designed bags 
made of fabrics, patent and synthetic 
leather and canvas through http://therapy- 
bags.multiply.com. 

Because she only produces a few pieces 
of one design and sells exclusively through 
her website, her clients are assured that 
they will not see the same bag in the stores. 

This assurance appeals to those with an 
individual sense of fashion, who do not 
want to bump into another person with the 
same bag. 


Minimal overhead 
Montenegro says in an interview that 


since she opened her site in June this year, 
she has been able to sell about 400 bags а 


month, with prices ranging from P550 to 
P850 for a shoulder bag and P1,000 for an 
overnight bag. 

"What's good about doing business on- 
line is that the overhead is minimal unlike if 
Thad a shop," she says, adding: “I also get to 
reach a wider audience, especially buyers 
from the provinces whom I would not be 
able to reach if just had a store." 

She adds that having an online store al- 
lowsherto maintain her main line, which is 
the manufacturing of bags for other brands. 
That way, she can hit two birds with one 
stone, 

“I think of it as my moving store because I 
can still monitor my orders using my 
phone," Montenegro says. 

For 33-year-old baker Levon Aragon, 
having an online presence allows her to 
earn well and be there for her 2 1/2 year- 
old child at the same time. 

Aragon primarily sells cream puffs 
through her website http//puffmom- 
my.multiply.com to the tune of about 100 
dozens of cream puífs a week. A dozen 
costs P220 while а box of 20 costs P350. 

The Parafiaque-based baker says she de- 
livers three times a week to select drop-off 
points in Ortigas, Makati and Alabang and 
her earnings are enough for her to even hire 
two more people to help her with the or- 
ders. 

"The main benefit is that I do not have to 
pay rent. Yes, Ido not see my customers but 
somehow it is still personal because I can 


THERAPY bags area hit with 
online buyers 


get to talk to them when they place orders,” 
‘Aragon says. 

She says that if she had a store, she will 
have to worry about the rent, the lean 
months, manpower and the utilities. But 
with an online store, all she has to consider 
is her ability to meet orders. 


Main benefit 

Also finding a good income opportunity 
online is 23-year-old Diane Llyn Lee, who 
turned her love for shoes—wedges, flats, 
sneakers, etc—into a business through 
http://saffyspot.multiply.com. 

“The site has been up since March and 
my friend and I have been doing okay. We 
sell about 50 pairs of pre-ordered shoes ev- 
ery month,” she says. 

What she does is sell shoes that her 
friend buys from the United States. They 
combine orders placed on the site and then 
deliver the goods after about a month. 

“The feedback has been good. Every day, 
people are adding us to their network. 
Maybe soon, we can also consider putting 
up a shop,” she says. 

But in the meantime, she is relishing the 
thought of running a business with mini- 
mum capital and no headaches from think- 
ing about rent and utilities. 

This should be enough to encourage 
even more entrepreneurs to consider tap- 
ping the limitless opportunities presented 
by the Internet that are just there for the 
taking. 


Small-business icons stand tall ы 


farmers, processes the coconut meat into 
copra and converts the coconut shells into 
charcoal. 

Because of her business, she was able to 
send her children to school and even buy a 
1,000-square-meter residential lot and а 
1.2-hectare farmland. 

Her businesses now generate P950,000 
in annual sales and P740,000 in annual 
profits, with net assets reaching P255,000. 


Started asa helper 

Bayaua, on the other hand, grew up in a 
beerhouse owned by a couple who treated 
him as their own son. After several years as 
a helper in metal crafts enterprises, this 
high school graduate formed his own agri- 
cultural equipment business, Henrico Met- 
al Craft. 

Incidentally, the beerhouse where he 
grew up closed down, and he used the 
space for production using a welding ma- 
chine and a few employees. 

His company now manufactures rice 
threshers, trailers and kuliglig and his prod- 
ucts are well-known throughout Isabela for 
its high quality and remarkable after-sales 
service. 

He used his initial loan from First Isabela 
Cooperative Bank (Fico Bank) to buy new 
tools and equipment to boost his produc- 
Чоп, He is now on his ninth loan cycle of 
P 100,000 with Fico. 

His employees speak highly of Bayaua, 
who bounced back from two life-threaten- 
ing motorcycle accidents to sustain this 
business. He now provides livelihood to 15 
regular employees and has recently opened 
abranch in Libertad, Cagayan. 


Microfinance 

Vohra said the success of microen- 
trepreneurs also relied on the quality of the 
microfinance institution which provides ac- 
cess to credit and working capital as well as 
the dedication of loan officers who are out 


there on the field ensuring the creditwor- 
thiness of their clients. As such, the MOTY 
also recognized the loan officers and micro- 
finance institutions supporting the out- 
standing microentrepreneurs. 

Microfinance has been recognized across 
the world as an effective formula in trans- 
forming disadvantaged individuals into fi- 
nancially independent entrepreneurs. Loan 
sizes are typically small, not exceeding 
P150,000. Grant of loans to a group or indi- 
vidual is based on the borrower's house- 
hold income and nontraditional forms of 
security are acceptable. 

During the awarding ceremonies at the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas on Tuesday, 
Citigroup also awarded regional winners 
for Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao for each 
category. However, no regional winner was 
declared for Mindanao under the Maunlad 
category this year, as none of the nominees 
met the stringent qualification. 

All awardees are required to meet the 
following criteria: а 100-percent loan re- 
payment record, measurable results in 
terms of employment generation, sales 
turnover and growth in enterprise profit. 
‘Awardees should also be model citizens in 
their communities with high moral stan- 
dards and socially responsible behavior. 

The other winners under the Maunland 
category were: 

Allan Geron (Luzon)—a bakeshop and 
mini-grocery operator in San Juan, Batan- 
gas, who benefited from a loan from 
Bangko Kabayan and now employs 13 peo- 
ple; 

Ruel Limpin (Visayas)—who is engaged 
in the junk shop or waste recycling business 
‘who employs 30 people who sort, segregate 
and clean scrap materials. A client of Rural 
Bank of Dulag (Leyte), he also serves as the 
barangay captain in his community. 

Under the Masikap category, the three re- 
gional winners were: 

Virginia Dimayuga (Luzon)—a manufac- 
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turer of native delicacies like banana chips, 
polvoron, sweet mazapan and pastillas in 
Batangas City. She employs 10 workers and 
isa client of Bangko Kabayan. 

Saturnina Diez (Visayas)—a vegetable 
farmer from Sibonga, Cebu, who also 
trades vegetable produce and employs 15 
vegetable growers. She got initial loan from 
the Cebu Micro Enterprise Development 
Foundation Inc. to start a trading business. 

Rosa Mayordomo (Mindanao)—a dried 
fish maker who sells the commodity in bulk 
in a market in Pagadian City. Loans from KFI 
Center for Community Development Foun- 
dation Inc. provides the means to smoothen 
cash flow and grow the enterprise. 

A special award was given to Maricel 
Quiap, a furniture maker and lumber deal- 
er from Baler, Quezon, for outstanding 
partnership with her husband in microen- 
terprise. Loans provided by Alalay sa Kaun- 
laran Inc. (ASKI) help boost the growth of 
her business. 

‘Another special citation was given to Ma. 
Cecilia Salarda, a maker and distributor of 
balut and salted eggs from Kabankalan City, 
Negros Occidental, who obtained initial 
capital from the Negros Women for Tomor- 
row Foundation Ine. The citation was made 
for her “ability to harness local market po- 
tentials.” Aside from her balut business, she 
has also ventured into selling fruit shakes 
and peanuts through rolling stores. 

‘The MOTY was funded by Citigroup in 
partnership with the Microfinance Council 
of the Philippines and the BSP Vohra and 
BSP Governor Amando Tetangco Jr 
co-chaired the distinguished panel of judges 
which also included: Teresita Sy-Coson, Fer- 
nando Zobel de Ayala, Jose Concepcion Ш, 
Lance Gokongwei, Antonino Alindogan, 
Marixi Rufino-Prieto, Stacey Morse, Em- 
manuel Esguerra and Francis Estrada. 

‘This program was piloted in 2002 as part 
of Citi's celebration of its 100 years in the 
country. 
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profit, users 1 


serve the needs of Fil- 

ipinos across the 
country, Yahoo! Philip- 
pines has launched a new 
Internet initiative that 
can provide support for 
people and their busi- 
ness. 

Yahoo! Philippines disclosed 
in a statement their project of 
partnering with several Internet 
cafés to make these cafés carry 
the Yahoo! brand. 

The cafés, mostly small- 
medium enterprises. (SMES), 
were given makeovers to make 
them more exciting, useful and 
fun for the users. 

The upgrading was done in 
line with the objective of Yahoo! 
to increase consumer demand 
forthe Internet. 

By doing so, it has given em- 
phasis on ways to help Filipinos 
Connect to their passions, to 
their communities and the 
world. For the café owners, this 
means a boost to their prof- 
itability and customer base. 

‘As the demand for Internet 
cafés in the country becomes 
higher (since the cost of owning 
a personal computer is still re- 
strictive for a large segment of 
the population, not to mention 
the additional cost of Internet 
access), Yahoo! Philippines de- 
cided to invest in these SMEs to 
enable the consumer to avail of 
its services. 

With the cheaper pay-only- 
as-you-use terms in Internet 
cafés, people are given an alter- 
native access to information 
and communication. With this 


I: ITS DESIRE TO 


11 local Internet 
cafés undergo a 
makeover with 
the help of 
Yahoo! to enable 
more Filipinos 
to experience 
being ‘wired’ 


project, people have been given 
a gateway to access Yahoo! and 
use the services it provide. 

Yahoo! also supports Internet 
cafés because of its contribution 
to the Philippine economic 
growth in providing livelihood 
‘opportunities for the café own- 
ers, and of its role in the promo- 
tion of education among Fil- 
ipinos. 


Help for students 

Students who do not own 
personal computers can still 
submit class projects and re- 
quirements as they can accom- 
plish these in Internet cafés, 
which are strategically located 
near schools and universities. 

Job hunting is also possible 
with the help of the Internet, ei- 
ther in the county or abroad, 
saving precious time, money 
and effort. 

‘And notably, as more and 
more Filipinos try their luck liv- 
ing and worki 
tries, families without Internet 


senger. 


access are given a more eco 
nomic way of contacting their 
relatives and friends overseas 
via e-mail and Web-based mes- 


‘These cafés are vital in ensur- 
ing an open line of communica: 
tions among families or loved 


ones that are separated by work 


or by circumstances. 


Yahoo! Philippines has an- 


nounced the initial 11 Internet 
cafés in Manila that offers its ini- 
tative project. Soon, the compa- 
ny will expand throughout the 
country based on feedback from 
people and businesses. 


‘The 11 Internet café support- 


Heights, 


ed by Yahoo! Philippines are 
World Net Café in Loyola 


Katipunan, Quezon 


City; Odds.com along Tomas 
Morato, Quezon City; PC Quest 
Internet Café on Dapitan Street, 
Sampaloc, Manila; War Path In- 
ternet Café on España corner 
Gov. Forbes Streets, Manila; Cy- 
berheighs Kafe and Cyber- 
heights/Reading Room along E. 


Rodriguez Sr. Avenue in Que- 


zon City; 


Café 


initiative 
rking in other coun- 


wwwcyahoo.com.ph/icafe. 
Princess Daisy C. Отїп а 


Netnow Café on Timog Av- 
enue, Quezon City; Phoenix In- 
ternet Café on Don Chino Roces 
Avenue, Makati City; 
Bob's Internet at Cyberzone, SM 
North Edsa, 
Serendipity Café along Pearl 
Drive, Ortigas; and Taxz 16 
on Gil Puyat Avenue, 
Makati City. 

All Internet café owners who 
would like to be affiliated with. 
the Yahoo! Philippines partner 


Uncle 


Quezon City; 


AEE 


may” register at 


MORE and more youths now frequent the new Odds.cor D 
cybercafé on Tomas Morato in Quezon City. ue 


ee edi а 
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Ribbon-cutting 
(Fromieft) 

Julian Concepcion, 
Brentulle International 
project group head; 
Mr. and Mrs. Kerry 
Herber, Prominence ll 
homeowners" 
representativos; 
Marlxi Prieto, Inquirer 
board chairman; 
Josephine Yap, FLI di- 
rector; Tessa Prieto- 
Valdes, eventhostand 
business partner; 
Mercedes Gotianun, 
ЕШ Chalrman and CEO 
officiated the formal 
‘opening of the 
Prominence Ii 
clubhouse. 


А 


Musical 


S 


Nigh 


Event hosts. FLIs training head Midre 


Prieto-Valdes. 


of Appreciation 
at Brentville International 


Living up to its commitment of provid- 
ing world-class living, homeowners of a 
cluster community in Brentville Interna- 
tional, the flagship project of leading 
property developer Filinvest Land, Inc. 
(FLI) have recently been given yet an- 
other first-rate amenity that is exclusive- 
ly theirs to enjoy. 

Residents of Prominence Il now have 
privileged access to their own Mediter- 


Inspired chandelier complements 
elegant Interiors of the clubhouse. „. 


the 


ore 


ranean-themed clubhouse. Along with 
homeowners’ representatives Mr. and 
Mrs. Kerry Herber, Filinvest chairman 
and CEO Mercedes Gotianun, Director 
Josephine Yap, Brentville project group 
head Julian Concepcion, and business 
partner and Philippine. Daily Inquirer 
board chairman Marixi Prieto officiated 
its ribbon-cutting and formal opening 
last Oct. 27 at Brentville International 

Business partner Tessa Prieto- 
Valdes, along with FLI's Training Head 
Mildred Cruz hosted a night of musical 
rhapsody to show the company's appre- 
ciation of its homeowners who chose to 
build their homes within the exclusive 
gates of Brentville. Giving homeowners 
their first taste of a posh community 
gathering in the exclusive clubhouse, vi- 
olinists from the renowned Philippine 
Harmonic Orchestra serenaded the 
guests and residents. 

‘An expansive pool surrounded by 
towering palm trees offers a breathtak- 
ing view in the cabana's entrance. Wa- 
ter spouts and cascading falls also give 
the clubhouse a refreshing ambiance. 
Perfect for Sunday family get-togethers, 


children are also encouraged to build 
friendships and have a good time at the 
club's playground, 

Aside from Brentville's 24-hour, 3Чем- 
el protocol security, Prominence Il 
homeowners also have their easy ac- 
cess to the village management office in. 
the clubhouse. 

The Prominence Il community fea- 
tures single-detached upscale homes 
fittingly called Masterpieces. Recently, 
a wide range of Duplex townhomes 
have also been made available to cater 
to different living standards. Perfect for 
expatriate families, these top-notch resi- 
dential units may be owned through a 
Condominium Certificate of Title (CCT). 
Buyers of Prominence Il are also enti- 
tied to a privileged access to The Palms 
and Country Club located at the Filin- 
vest Corporate City, Alabang, 

The Prominence II and the seven oth- 
er clusters make up the unique commu- 
nity set-up of Brentville. Located in the 
progressive town of Віпап, Laguna, the 
vast 53-hectare international communi- 
ty is just a ten-minute drive away from 
Alabang or thirty minutes from either 
Makati or Tagaytay. 

From its sunny Southern California 
entrance to its Mediterranean-inspired 
neighborhood, Brentville is definitely а 
proof to Filinvest's continuing commit- 


| ment of building homes that foster the 


The Prominence li Community. The. 


donna (lef) a single detached home under The Master- 


pieces Homes Collection; Duplex Townhomes Plan 4 and 5 (right), latest addition to The 


Townhomes Collection. 


art of world-class living. 

For inquiries and more information, 
call 807-5511 or log on to 
wwwibrentville.com. 


Catching-up. Long time buddies and 

Фа business partners Alex Prieto and FLIS 
chairman emeritus Andrew Gotianun, Sr. 
enjoy the evening. 


A Night of Musical Rhapsody. Violinists from 
Philharmonic Orchestra serenade guests 
and residents at Prominence Il, Brentville 
International. 


Duets. Tessa Prieto-Valdes sings with one 
ofthe guests. 


Prominence Il Clubhouse. A fount 
guests at the clubhouse entrance. 


п greets 


The clubhouse а 
The breatntaxing 
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OFWs’ worth: $10-B market 


By Karen V. De Asis 
Contributor. 


AT THE CLOSE OF 2006, THE BANGKO 
Sentral Ng Pilipinas reported $12.7 billion 
in OFW (overseas foreign worker) dollar 
remittances, up from $10.6 billion in 2005. 
The windfall benefited an estimated 12 mil- 
lion OFW families in 2006, up from 8 mil- 
lion (Philippine Daily Inquirer Research 
1/2006) in 2005. 

The potential of the OFW segment has 
not escaped the marketing experts as more 
brands try to capture their attention and 
pocket power. 

Nielsen Media Research, through a pro- 

prietary quantitative research, reveals 
some interesting insights in the consump- 
tion, lifestyle and media habits of the bene- 
ficiaries of dollar remittances. 

‘The research drew respondents aged 18 
years old and above across all socioeconomic 
‘segments from Metro Manila, Balance Luzon, 
Metro Cebu and Davao City. This was con- 
ducted during the first quarter of 2007 and 
the results were released recently. 


The beneficiaries 

OFW beneficiaries are those who receive 
dollar remittances on a regular, scheduled 
basis yearly. Nielsen's research reveals that 
over one-third, or 33.6 percent, of the OFW 
family universe enjoy a relatively comfort- 
able life as opposed to less than one-fifth of 
the country's local-based general popula- 
tion belonging to the ABC segment. 

Most beneficiaries are nonworking 
housewives. More than three-fourths of 
them receive their remittances once a 
month. These are spent primarily on basic 
needs (household expenses, education, 
medical needs and home rental), followed 
by allocations on savings and investments 
(includes bank savings, business, house- 
hold appliances, insurance and real estate). 
The rest is allocated to payment of loans 
and personal debts. 


Communications and media 

A third of the OFW universe communi- 
cates with their beneficiaries at least once a 
week. The mobile phone remains to be the 
‘most pervasive means of communication at 
83.7 percent followed closely by landline, 
and in smaller percentages the Internet and 
snail mail. Websites used for communica- 
tion include the Yahoo! friendster and AOL. 


Table 1 
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Breakdown of Socio-Economic Class 


Breakdown ef Socio-Economic Ci 
‘AB (monthly household of 
Php50,001 and above) 

C1 (monthly household income of 
Php30,001 to PhpSOth) 

C2 (monthly household income of 
Php15,001 to Php30,000) 

DE (Php 15,000 and below ) 


TOTAL 


SOURCE PSRCIMEDIAFACTEOOK 204 NFELSEN MEDIA RESEARCH, 207 


If you have a family 
member/s working 
abroad, here’s what you 
get and can aspire for 


‘The OFW beneficiaries have a higher in- 
idence of consumption of traditional me- 
dia compared to the general population. 
This could be attributed to a higher dispos- 
able income. Notable though is their signifi- 
cant use of sound and visual media like ra- 
dio, cinema, VCD and DVD as mediums of 
entertainment. (See Table 2.) 

Higher consumption of traditional media 
is supported by a higher ownership of me- 
dia facilities that allow them to enjoy the 
media formats. (See Table 3.) 


Their aspirations 

OFW beneficiaries desire to have the fol- 
lowing as soon as their basic needs have 
been satisfied: Real estate (18.3 percent), 
high-technology gadgets (11.4 percent, 
car/transportation (11.3 percent), house- 
hold appliances (10.8 percent) and a sav- 
ings bank account (7 percent). 

‘Apparently, setting up a business is not 
high on their list of priorities. In fact, only a 
third of the OFW beneficiaries engage in 
business at the present time. 

Most of the businesses they engage in are 
microbusinesses that include owning and 
managing a sari-sari store or grocery, trans- 
port operator, meat shop, canteen or 
restaurant and buy-and-sell services. Their 
most capital-intensive business would be 


THE CHEVROLET SPARK. NOW WITH EVEN MORE FEATURES. 


KEYLESS ENTRY + FOG LAMPS • POWER DOOR LOCKS • RADIO WITH CD & МРЗ PLAYER * 1 LITER ENGINE 


COMPACT EXTERIOR • SPACIOUS/ROOMY INTERIOR • CLASS-LEADING HEADROOM - RESPONSIVE STEERING 
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Avail of Chevrolet gift coupons/certificates worth Р25,000 
when you buy the Spark. Now thru November 30, 2007. 
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Gift certificate can be used to pay for LTO registration, car insurance, chattel 
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Table 2 
Exposure to media 


Media General OFW 
Population _ Beneficiaries 
Television 97.8 99.9 
Radio 717 826 
Newspaper ті 79.69 
VCD/DVD 58 795 
Magazine 252 34.94 
Cinema 22 329 


SOURCE NIELSEN MEDIA RESEARCH, 2007 


Table3 
Ownership of media facilities 


Media General OFW 

é Population - Beneficiaries 
Television 912 99 
Radio 807 938 
VCD/OVD. 687 86.8 


Cable/satellite 25.9 32 


SOURCE NELSEN EDA RESEARCH, 2007 


an apartmentor condo rental. 

More than a third of the OFW providers are 
male household heads (36.1 percent) fol- 
lowed by daughters (28.5 percent, sons 
(17.8 percent) and mothers (11.7 percent). 

The increasing number of young female 
overseas workers could be attributed to the 
demand for traditionally more female-ori- 
ented jobs that include nurses, singers, 
caregivers and domestic help. 

Feedback at www.karendeasis.com or 
kdeasis@skyinet net. 


an 


CHEVROLET 


J800- 888-2646. 
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mortgage or as discount on car price. Gift certificates are valid until fully consumed. 
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Sari-sari stores saving village economies 


By Yolanda Sotelo-Fuertes 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


DAGUPAN CITY—THE UBIQUITOUS 
neighborhood sari-sari (variety) stores 
have saved many Filipino families 
from financial problems, as these have 
become the sources of steady cash to 
tide them over during difficult times. 
The convenience stores, most of 
them open from dawn until late night, 
have contributed tremendously to the 
country’s economy, according to Vice 
Mayor Belen Fernandez, president of 
City Supermarket Inc. (CSI). The 


homegrown company owns a chain of 
supermarkets in Pangasinan and other 
provinces. 

Fernandez says earnings from a sari- 
sari store could help a family survive. 

"For example, the husband is a driv- 
er and the wife is а housewife. The 
wife can tend a small store, earn an in- 
come and still take care of her family at 
home,” she says. 

CSI, she says, has been supporting 
small store owners because she be- 
lieves these “sari-sari stores help keep 
the economy moving.” 

The supermarket chain recently 


sponsored a three-day sari-sari store 
and livelihood fair for owners of 
stores, canteens and restaurants where 
they were treated to low-priced com- 
modities, freebies, business seminars, 
product exhibits, raffle draws and en- 
tertainment. 

At least 80 companies joined the fair 
and displayed their products in 
makeshift sari-sari stores to entice par- 
ticipants. 

Representatives from Nestlé Philip- 
pines, Procter & Gamble, Unilever 
Philippines and Colgate Palmolive 
Philippines conducted seminars on 


displaying items, attracting customers, 
making good profit, and on other as- 
pects of the retail business. 

Local industries were also featured 
in the fair through the help of the De- 
partment of Trade and Industry in Pan- 
gasinan. 

Among the products showcased 
were Pangasinan's dried mango, dried 
fish of San Fabian, muscovado sugar of 
Manaoag, pastillas (sweets) of Lin- 
gayen, processed meat of Mangaldan, 
and native cakes of Dagupan City. 


Returning patronage 


Fernandez says holding the fair is a 


4 
Sm y 


^. Get Away from the C LH 


way of réturning the patronage that 
the family business has enjoyed 
through the years. 

She has high hopes for small busi- 
nessmen because CSI "started from 
justa small grocery store in downtown 
Dagupan.” 

Her late father, Jimmy, a second- 
generation Chinese immigrant in the 
city, started City Grocery in the 1960s 
that offered household items at low 
prices. 

“The fair is our way of thanking our 
customers, especially the small-busi- 
ness men, who have been patronizing 
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Manhattan Garden City 


AT THE ARANETA CENTER 


No worries. No stress. Only a world of pure relaxation 
in the arms of nature. This is life at Manhattan Garden 
City, your home at the heart of the metro. 

Take а break from the busy city whenever you want. 
At the fourth-level podium deck of your neighborhood 
is a serene oasis overflowing with greenery. Relish 
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every turn. Breathe fresh, clean air. Take rejuvenating 
walks around wide, open spaces. Reflect in tranquil 
sitting areas. And explore an array of outdoor amenities 
that take care of your total wellness. When each day 
comes to an end, retreat to lavish studios to four- 
bedroom residences, which have never been more 
spacious or inviting 

Experience life in full bloom. In the only place where 
you can abandon all worry. Manhattan Garden City. 


К 


DOWN PAYMENT 
INTEREST FOR 5 YEARS 


DEVELOPER: 


MK 


MEGAWORLD CORPORATION 


ent Venture Parmer: 


Frese, 


swwwaranetacenternet 


Mucawontn CEKTRAL PROPERTIES, INC 
inquire@themanhatrangardencitycom 


www.megaworldcorp.com 
150 9001:2000 CERTIFIED 


Вз 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BUSINESS/riday 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2007, 


WE CONTINUE OUR BRANDING SE- 
ries with Martin Roll, author of Asian 
Brand Strategy published by Palgrave 
Macmillan (not John Wiley & Sons as 
we published in our column last 
week). MarketingRx interviewed the 
brand-guru at the recently concluded. 
Global Brand Forum held in Singa- 
pore. For more branding articles vi 
Martin Rolls blog—there's lots of 
good stuff there for branding execu- 
tives. Go visit asianbrandstrategy.com 
if you want more. -MarketingRx 

Here's Roll on the crucial role of the 
CEO in your branding strategy: 

A recent report by Goldman Sachs 
discussed the coming of age of the 
Asian century The report analyzed 
the impending domination of China 
and India as economic and technolog- 
ical powerhouses in the global scene. 

‘With more than 2.2 billion people, 
‘economies growing at a combined av- 
erage of 8 percent a year, young and 
educated population and increasing 
disposable income, it is no wonder 
that Asia has become the darling of 
the world’s corporations. 

Most of the Asian markets are inun- 
dated with a number of local and 
global brands. 

The competition has intensified, and 
even though Chinese companies of late 
have been aggressive in their expan: 
sion (Lenovo's acquisition of IBM's PC 
division, Haier’ failed bid to acquire 
Maytag, CNOOC' hostile bid to take 
over Unocal and the leading Chinese 
television maker TCEs acquisition of 
Frances Thompson to name a few), 
most often it is the global brand that 
wins the battle in market after market. 

This begs the question—what is 
the secret behind the success of 
these brands? 


At the outset the answer seems 
quite simple. Global brands, as the 
name suggests, are global in their 
reach. They operate in a number of 
markets, have huge resources to sup- 
port their market entry and commu- 
nication efforts, have the requisite ex- 
pertise and have deep enough pock- 
ets to absorb initial losses. 

Though this answer seems quite 
logical, it overlooks one very key com- 
ponent—the role of visionary leader- 
ship. Most of the hugely successful 

of being 
led by leaders who had a vision. 

‘These leaders have led their brand 
from the front, been the brand's chief 
ambassador, understood the strategic 
importance of branding and nurtured 
the brand as a favored child. Not many 
local brands have had this critical suc- 
cess factor to boost their equity. 

This begs another obvious qu 
tion—what is the role of CEO in 
branding and why should branding 
be treated so carefully? 


Leveraging Brand Equity 

Understanding the answers to 
these seemingly simple questions 
have separated the winners from the. 
losers. Branding as discipline has 
evolved over the last couple of 
decades from being just an adden- 
dum to advertising campaigns, fancy 
ideas of the marketing department, 
optional function of the elite few to fi- 
nally being recognized as a board- 
room discipline that not only con- 
tributes to the top and bottom line of 
the company but also aids in enhanc- 
ing shareholder value by contributing. 
to the market capitalization of the 
company. 

It has been proved that over 70 per- 


Ys Ardy Roberto 


cent of the market capitalization of 


‘companies listed on the NASDAQ 
comes from the intangibles of which 
brand equity is the important ele- 
ment. 

But for companies to leverage on 
the brand equity, branding must be- 
‘come an organizational wide activity 
practiced by all functions. Moreover, 
branding must enable the following: 

e Channel internal communica- 
tions 

ФАШ ип intemal stakeholders 
around the brand mission. 

ө Fuel innovation to stay on the 
cutting edge 

For branding to play a pivotal role 
in the company, it has to have strong 
support from the CEO and corporate. 
management. Only when the corpo- 
Tate strategy is aligned with the 
branding strategies will the company 
attain a unified direction, both inter- 
nally and externally. 

Further brand equity can be opti- 
mally leveraged only if branding is al- 
lowed and supported to play the fol- 
lowing roles: 

e Shaping the organizational cul- 
ture 

© Initiate organization wide cross- 
functional training 

* Facilitate leadership 

Nurture the right mind set, skills 
and resources 

© The CEO as brand evangelis 


Martin Roll on leadership and branding: What is the role of the CEO? 


When the CEO and the corporate 
management team actively involve 
themselves in and nurture branding, 
the above roles of branding can be ef- 
fectively utilized. 

A strong brand with a unique iden- 
tity and personality would help de- 
fine the culture of a company. It facili- 
tates companies to either be customer 
centric or product centric, and there- 
by shapes the internal and external 
relations of the company with its 
many stakeholders. 

But for a brand to perform this role, 
the presence and back up of a strong 
leadership is quintessential. By being a 
strong brand evangelist, a CEO can de- 
fine and defend the actions of a brand. 

For branding to realize its full po- 
tential in any company, employees 
across functions must be educated 
about the significance of branding 
and how branding affects each func- 
tion in any company. 

Such a cross-functional training 
would not only allow employees to 
understand the strategic contribution 
of their own part of the work but 
would also facilitate a better partici- 
pation in various activities. 

Most importantly, such training 
would allow all employees to realize 
the huge impact branding makes on 
every aspect of the business. This re- 
alization is crucial for internal brand- 
ing—a process by which a brand is 
brought to life within the company. 

A disciplined cross functional train- 
ing program would then lead to а fa- 
vorable atmosphere that would allow 
a whole generation of leaders to be 
groomed. 

‘As more employees are trained be- 
yond their functional duties, they 
tend to develop qualities and skill sets 


that can prove useful in building 
strong leadership traits. 

‘These implications are indeed very 
strategic and influence the very na- 
ture of business. Such a function can- 
not be left to middle level marketing 
executives who would not under- 
stand the holistic perspective and ap- 
preciate the greater role branding 
plays in the larger scheme of things. 

Moreover, branding viewed in its 
totality transcends the functional bar- 
riers within an organization and thus 
requires brand guardians to have a 
much complete view of the business. 

Only the CEO in consultation with 
his senior management team can pro- 
vide consistent teeth to the branding 
function. The corporate board would 
have the necessary information to de- 
cide on such strategic issues. 

Going ahead, it will be these strong 
initiatives from CEOs and corporate 
boards that would anchor and sustain 
brands in the highly competitive glob- 
al market. 

Martin Roll (www.martinroll.com) 
is the CEO of VentureRepublic, a lead- 
ing strategic advisory firm on branding 
excellence and the author of ‘Asian 
Brand Strategy (Best Business Books 
2006 by Strategy + Business maga- 
zine)." Every year, he travels 500,000 
miles on all continents and speaks at 
more than 100 global top-level confer- 
ences represented by Washington 
Speakers Bureau. He is also a frequent 
guest lecturer at Insead. He was a fea- 
tured speaker at the Global Brand Fo- 
rum held in Singapore. Visit www.glob- 
albrandforum.org for more informa- 
tion. Keep your questions coming. Send 
them to us at MarketingRx@pldtD- 
SLnet. 


SM Supercenter goes to Muntinlupa 


WHEN SM SUPERCENTER MUNTINLUPA 
opens its doors to the public today, it will 
not only bring great shopping, leisure, and 
entertainment to the south Metro area, but 
also mark a milestone as SM Prime Hold- 
ings’ 30th supermall. 

‘Strategically located in a 37,000 square 
meter property in Barangay Putatan, the 
two-level 54,000 square meter supermall 
will serve customers in the bustling city, as 
well as nearby towns in Laguna province. 

Muntinlupa City serves as а major transit 
point in the southern part of the metropo- 
lis, Barangay Putatan, where the mall is lo- 

* cated, is predominantly a residential area 
with subdivisions occupying over 60 per- 
cent of the land area with some commercial 
establishments around the subdivisions. 

The new supermall will also serve cus- 
tomers in San Pedro, the first Laguna town 
to be fully urbanized. 

With its eye-catching design and great 
shopping and fun options, SM Supercenter 
Muntinlupa is envisioned to be one of the 
major destinations in the area. Its blue and 


yellow facade makes it stand out, while the 
interiors are a play on color and light, mak- 
ing malling cozy and fun. 

‘SM Supercenter Muntinlupa has the SM 
Hypermarket as its major anchor. Hypermar- 
kets are a European concept merging food 
and попіоой merchandise in an exciting one- 
stop shop, known for its fresh section. 

The mall will have SM mainstays like the 
SM Appliance Center, ACE Hardware, and 
Watsons to serve the needs of customers. 

There's also a lot of shopping fun with 
fashion boutiques like Bench, Dickies, Hu- 
man, Folded n Hung, Osh Kosh b' Gosh, 
Shapes, and Penshoppe, as well as specialty 
stores like Aksesoriz Fashion House, jewel- 
ту stores like Unisilver, optical shops like 
Executive Optical, and sports shops like 
Tribu. 

Interestingly enough, it also has a 
school, Kevin's Library, as well as book 
and office supplies stores like National 
Bookstore, Booksale, and Office Ware- 
house. Techies will have a great time 
around the mall's telecom stores, comput- 


erstores, and audio video outlets. 

The SM Food Court offers a lot of choices 
with outlets like Chicken Company, Siz- 
zling Plate, Inihaw Express, Mary Jane's 
Mealchow, Kusina ni Gracia, Lydia's Le- 
chon, Tita You's Binalot, Megamelt, and 
Juice Avenue. It also has some of the coun- 
trys top food chains, Jollibee, McDonald's, 
Chowking, Mang Inasal, Shakeys, Tokyo 
Tokyo, and Goldilocks. 

SM Supercenter Muntinlupa will also 
have four deluxe cinemas and the Quantum 
Amusement Center for fun around the 
mall. Shoppers will be delighted with the 
mall's service outlets—banks; salons like 
Bench Fix, David's; medical and dental ser- 
vices; Southern Sky Travel and Tours; an 
Everyday Laundry; photography services; 
as well as courier services like DHL and 
Mail and More. 

SM Supercenter Muntinlupa's design 
team includes Design Associates, the mall 
designer; G&W Associates, the architect of 
the record; DA Abcede Associates; and DDT 
Konstruct, Inc., General Contractor. 


Sari-sari stores saving ... === 


our supermarkets. [We also want] to help 
the suppliers or companies to showcase 
their products," she said. 

A Nestlé representative says sari-sari 
stores, which sell items at tingi (retail), 
have been a part of Filipino lives. More than 
600,000 such stores now operate in the 
country. 

The stores have become a big market for 
multinational companies that they produce. 
products in small packages (like sachets) so 
these can be sold in retail stores, he says. 


Starting small 

Fernandez, the eldest of nine children, says 
she remembered helping tend the family gro- 
cery when she was a student. It was a good 
training ground for her and she eventually 


took over the business when her father died. 

She soon opened CSI Main, near City 
Grocery, in the 1980s. 

After the July 1990 earthquake that dam- 
aged Dagupan, Fernandez started to build 
CSI Square in the area where a govern- 
ment-owned supermarket used to stand. 
‘The earthquake destroyed the supermarket 
building. 

Fernandez then built CSI City Mall in Lu- 
cao District, considered a “nonbusiness 
area” in the 1990s. The mall sparked trade 
and commerce in the area and is now a 
booming business center in western Dagu- 
pan. 

The company's winning streak continued 
with the establishment of branches in dif- 
ferent towns and cities of Pangasinan and 


in the cities of Baguio, San Fernando (La 
Union) and Candon (Ilocos Sur). 

Its newest project is CSI Stadia (Jimmy 
Femandez Center), which was opened dur- 
ing the sari-sari store fair. 

‘According to Fernandez, a series of 
events have been lined up at the Stadia, 
such as the “Kasal Pilipino” (wedding fair), 
a furniture/construction fair, a concert and 
a car exhibit. 

The Stadia, the most modern conference 
and sports center in Northern Luzon, has an 
air-conditioned main hall that can accom- 
modate up to 7,000 people. It can be con- 
verted into a basketball arena or eight bad- 
minton courts. 

Special events can be held їп several 
function rooms. i 1 


GOINGS-ON 


Real estate lectures set 

A SERIES OF LECTURES ON THE DIFFERENT HOW TO'S OF INVESTING 
in real estate will be conducted by Urban Institute of Real Estate for 
prospective investors, developers, landowners and realty professionals. 
who are expected to gain sufficient insights and confidence to finally 
implement proposed real estate investments. Participants will learn the 
ABCs of real estate principles and avoid costly mistakes normally suf- 
fered by inexperienced investors. 

Numerous issues concerning real estate investment such as oppor- 
tunities, joint ventures, governmental ules, property management, tax- 
ation and marketing will be discussed in this series of seminars which 
will be conducted from 1:30 to 6 p.m., Nov. 26, 28, Dec. 3, 5, 7 and 10 
at the Maximo Function Room, Max's Restaurant, 2nd Level, Gateway 
Mall, Araneta Center, Cubao City. For more details, Urban Institute may 
be reached at 6810928, 7968019, 09164269174 or 09216839431 or by 
етай at urbanet@pacific.net.ph. 


Marketing seminars offered 

MANSMITH & FIELDERS, INC. HAS RECENTLY COME UP WITH ITS 
marketing and sales seminars for December, which are aimed at provid- 
ing participants a complete marketing know-how. 

Among the seminars are the “4th Strategic Marketing Seminar: Ana- 
lyzing Industry and Opportunities" set on Dec. 4 and the “19th Market- 
ing and Sales Implementation: Excellence in Strategic Execution" on 
Dec. 6-7. Both seminars will be facilitated by Josiah Go, a multiawarded 
marketing educator, who was recently given a lifetime achievement 
award by the Association of Marketing Educators. 

The "2nd Place Strategy: The Missing Piece in the Marketing Plan," 
meanwhile, is set on Dec. 11 and will teach participants how to develop 
a place or distribution strategy in preparing a marketing plan. 

A group case presentation that directs participants to integrate what 
they have learned from the sessions will cap the day to enhance the 
learning process. Emilio Macasaet Ill will facilitate this session. 

All seminars are from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and will be held in 
Makati City. Those who will reserve early can enjoy an Early Bird dis- 
count. There will also be a special price for group registration of four. 

For more information, call Alice at 7222318/7277142/09188116888, 
e-mail info@mansmith.net or visit www.mansmith.net 


Search on for Gawad Haydee Yorac awardee 

THE MANILA ELECTRIC COMPANY (MERALCO), IN COOPERATION 
with the University of the Philippines, has announced the nationwide 
search for the second Gawad Haydee Yorac for Outstanding Public Ser- 
vice. The award recognizes leaders from the private sector, government 
service and volunteer organizations whose attributes, personal work 
ethics and service to the nation are worth emulating. 

Just like the late Yorac, the awardee must be a role model for public 
service. The first Gawad Haydee Yorac Awardee was Antonio P. Meloto, 
founder of antipoverty and nation-building charismatic movement 
Gawad Kalinga (GK). 

‘The nomination is open to any Filipino citizen residing in the Philippines 
and who is at least 40 years old at the time of nomination. Interested par- 
ties may contact the award secretariat at 6328481 or 6315557 


Victory Liner uses Sun Cellular 

Victory Liner, one of the country's largest and most competent bus 
companies, now relies 

оп Sun Cellular to moni- 

tor its fleet. The compa- 

ny's field and line super- 

visors, as well as their 

drivers and conductors, 

are on the Sun network. 

Marivic del Pilar said 
Victory Liner has to de- 
pend on a reliable call 
network as it breezes 
through the challenge of 
moving tens of thousands of passengers to different provincial destina- 
tions daily. 

“In the event of accidents, traffic or floods, they contact the head of- 
fice in Manila, wherever in North Luzon they may be,” says del Pilar. 
‘With Sun, decision-making and reaction time is cut. "With more than 50 
percent savings on our phone bills, Sun helps cover any rise in fuel and 
toll charges,” she adds. Furthermore, with Sun's increased signal and 
network coverage, communication between the eight major terminals. 


and subtermjnals has become more efficient. 
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fiasco cafe em 
conquers Subic, Clark 


BEFORE THE ADVENT OF perhaps one of the few estab- sandwiches, and then later to the growing influx of foreign 
food chains at the Subic Bay lishments in the country with char-broiled steaks and grilled and local tourists in the former 
Freeport Zone, home-grown such a unique blend of special- meat dishes. airbase. 
Xtremely Xpresso Café has been ties. Foo notes that one rarity why Managed by the business de- 
quietly dishing out coffee and Матей after the jazzed-up people flock to their place is velopment manager Vanessa 
Hot meals to residents of Olon- пате of the popular coffee, it their 16-slice pizza which Chanfoo, the Clark branch has 
gapo and vacationers in this serves the sought-after popular boasts a diameter of 22 inches. instantly captured the fancy of 
business and leisure enclave: Lavazza Italian brand. “This is perhaps the biggest you the yuppie crowd in the metro 
“When my late father Benson “We added the word Xtreme- can find in the country. Itsafill- Angeles City area which has 
Foo opened the café in 2003, he ly’ to denote that we go to the ing dish for a family or a barka- been craving for a cozy chill out 
wanted to give visitors of Subic extreme to give our clients the da and reasonably priced too,” place without the price tag of a 
and residents of Olongapo a best we can,” Foo explains. he proudly beams. Manila café. 
dining place at par with that of And just like metros ubiqui- А must-taste is the Big Ben She said that it helps that 
Manilas restaurants,” says Earl tous American coffee shops, it Pizza (named after the Xtremely Xpresso Café offers a 
Foo, the café's manager. serves espressos, frappes, teas, founder) loaded with pepper- wide selection of food and 
Situated at the Freeport’s and pastries and cookies to go oni, sausage, bacon and beef on great-tasting coffee, making ita 
central business district, along with coffee. But as pa- veggies, garlic onions, peppers, convenient one-stop restau- 
Xtremely Xpresso is a café, tronage grew, its menu expand- mushrooms, black olives and rant. 
restaurant, deli, and wine store ей to include pizzas, Italian two kinds of cheese. The cafe also introduced new 
rolled into one. And to date, itis soups and salads, pastas, and The health-conscious can opt dishes such as fish shnitzel, 
for the vegetarian pizza or the spicy Thai shrimp pasta and 
herb tuna melt composed of new varieties of pizzas, pastas 
chunky tuna on top of white and sandwiches. 
creamy sauce covered with She revealed that customers 
onion rings, mushroom slices, keep coming back because of its 
and a dash of parsley. homey and unpretentious am- 
Its exterior exudes a warm  biance which is ideal for small 
country-style motif that beck- talk. 
‘ons passers-by. И also has aspa- ^ "Despite the presence of pop- 
cious area for a more relaxed al шаг food franchises in Subic 
fresco dining, and needless to and Clark, we are confident that 
say the favorite spot of those our novelty, good food and 
who can’t help but get their warm service will make us the 
dose of nicotine while sipping a brand of choice,” Chanfoo con- 
hot cup of coffee. cludes. 
After carving a niche in Subic ^ Xtremely Xpresso Café is at Aspire M5100 
forthe past four years, Xtremely Dewey Avenue cor Sta. Rita | SRP: 35,900.00 (2,991.67/mo. x 12mos) 
Xpresso Café recently opened Road, Subic Bay Freeport Zone | ASA ergo мо 2 actu) Genuine PET LOU i Hoe, 
its second branch at the SM City and at the SM City Clarkfield, | 7200n-ovo-soperiatt Opal Drie» th Mali Cord Reade with 120M8 VGA. 
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Rado Shop Manila - Glorietta 4, Ayglo Center, Makati City 


Situated in a prime corner location steps away from Ayala Avenue and Buendia Avenue is Belton Square, 
a mixed-use development masterplanned for three residential condominiums, an office tower and a businessman's hotel 


Designed to complement your vibrant lifestyle, Belton Square offers the comforts of home plus the convenience of cosmopolitan city living. 


Within the beautiful I-hectare township project is your ideal home - Belton Place. 


Enjoy easy access fo retail arcades, recreational and leisure facilities and your home's very own wellness center. 
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first eco-friendly 
gas station 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


HAT IS A PETROLEUM 
company doing by set- 
ting up shop in a small 


paradise island with a fragile 
ecosystem? 

For Pilipinas Shell and its retail group, 

~ the counterintuitive rationale for setting up 
the first gasoline station on Boracay Island 
is “to protect its environment." 

While it sounds strange, it bears men- 
tioning that the fuel needs of the booming 
Boracay economy are presently served 
through means that would make hard core 
environmentalists sweat. 

Local motorists get their fuel through 
subretailers who sell fuel in one-to-four- 
liter containers, while commercial estab- 
lishments get their fuel requirements di- 
rectly from Caticlan on Panay Island, and 
are stored in overhead tanks or 30-liter con- 
tainers. 

Under current practices, fuel is shipped 
to Boracay in barrels or plastic containers, 
which are prone to accidental spillage. 

The new Shell gasoline station, however, 
will change all this. 

Under the new scheme, the dealer's fuel 
tanker will be loaded on a roll-on, roll-off 
vessel from Caticlan and will unload the fu- 
el directly into the underground tanks of 
the station. 

The benefits of this are a marked de- 
crease їп spillage and contamination of the 
environment, while untoward incidents 
like fires and accidental ingestion from all 
points of contact will be eliminated, due to 
the improved fuel handling system. 

“By making fuel accessible on the island 
itself, Shell rectifies unsafe practices such 
as the transport of fuel in beverage bottles. 
and unprescribed containers, the company 
said. 

According to Sammy de Guzman, vice 
president for Shell Retail Philippines, “The 
opening of our Boracay site is part of [the 
company's] investment into the Philippines 
as an expression of our confidence in the lo- 
cal market." 

“It is also part of our continuing effort 
and commitment to bring the best quali- 
ty fuels to more Filipino consumers, 
thus helping them go even further with 


their fuel,” he added. 

‘The Boracay service station has three un- 
derground fuel storage tanks capable of 
holding up to 48,000 liters of premium, 
diesel and regular gasoline. 

As part of its commitment to preserve the 
environment of the island through its 
“Green Fuel Systems,” the station is 
equipped with double-walled fiber glass 
tanks and pipelines, taking extra measures 
to protect the local environment and in- 
creasing the life span of the facilities. 

The site is also fitted with a “continuous 
monitoring system,” which is armed to de- 
tect leaks within the walls of the facilities. 
The site's overflow prevention system auto- 
matically closes the tanks at a certain level 
to maintain optimum safety when the tanks 
are being refilled. 

Shell Boracay is fitted with the compa- 
nys new look and visual identity, which 
likewise carries along with it added bene- 
fits to the environment—it consumes less 
energy due to the increased use of white 
hues and changes in lighting fixtures. 

According to the company, its Boracay 
station would also offer lubricants for the 
two-stroke engines used by numerous tricy- 
cles on the island. 

These lubricants would help reduce envi- 
ronmentally harmful tricycle engine emis- 
sions, Shell said. 

Equally importantly, however, is the eco- 
nomic benefit that the Shell station will 
bring to the Boracay economy in terms of 
reduced fuel costs, due in part to the 
economies of scale that bulk shipment 
brings. 

‘According to the company, diesel fuel 
sold at the gas station would cost as much 
as 2 percent less than present prices on the 
island, while premium and regular gasoline 
prices would be cheaper by as much as 5 
percent. 

"We are extremely excited to make our 
global commitment and heritage relevant 
for the everyday Pinoy motorist,” Shell's 
Visayas district manager Randy del Valle 
said. “With the opening of Shell Boracay, 
we are not only helping our professional 
motorists go further, but we are also help- 
ing the entire island progress even further.” 

The Shell Boracay service station is locat- 
ed in Sitio Angol, Barangay Manoc-Manoc, 
Boracay, Aklan. 


SHELLS service station will help protect the island's fragile ecosystem by eliminating the unsafe 
practice of shipping fuel using spillage-prone methods like drums and plastic containers. 
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Medical Tourism 


By Undersecretary Jade F Del Mundo 
Department Of Hecith 
ONE YEAR FOLLOWING THE GRAND LAUNCH 
of Philippine Medical Tourism Program (РМТР), 
many events have transpired which have pushed 
forward the bid of the Philippines to enter the 
‘arena of medical tourism in the world and stake 
its claim to the $40-billion market. 
As the Philippines celebrated "Health and Well- 
j ness Month" last October, the Philippines is well 
1 on its way to surging ahead in health and wellness. 
© tourism this year following active public-private 
sector partnership, ed by both the Department of 
8 Health Secretary Francisco Duque and Depart- 
T ment of Tourism Joseph Durano, on the one hand, 
? and Public Private Sector Task Force on Globally 
T Competitive Industries’ private sector counter- 
Ё pars, led by Amb. Cesar Bautista and Roberto Ro- 
mulo. This includes the Task Force on Health and 
‘Wellness chaired by Rizalino Navarro. 
last April 29 to May 10, 2007, a delegation 
‘composed of medical directors from nine hospi- 
tals in Metro Manila (St. Luke's Medical Center, 
‘The Medical City Asian Hospital, Makati Medical 
Center, Capitol Medical Center, Manila Medical 
Center, Manila Doctors Hospital, National Kidney 
land Transplant Institute and Philippine Heart 
Center), a representative from the Department of 
È- Health, Dir. Cynthia Lazo of the Department of 
FP Tourism, and Ruy Moreno of the Public Private 
[ Task Force (Delegation Head), went on a road 
^ show to USA to promote Philippine medical 
[ tourism. The team was joined by Dc Jorge Garcia 
| of Asian Hospital and a renowned cardiovascular 
|; surgeon in New York. They presented the world- 
{lass services and facilities of the Philippine hospi- 
tals to groups of HMOs, medical tourism integra- 
i tors, health insurance companies, multinational 
[ companies, tourist agencies and Filipino commu- 
nities in the USA. This was the initial salvo in a se- 
ries of medical tourism road shows to be conduct- 
ей throughout important first-world countries. 


— 


augurs wel for a first-ime exposure to the quality 
and cost-effective healthcare services that the 
Philippines can offer globally 


many Undersecretary Jade F del Mundo of the Of- 
fice for Special Concerns of the Department of! 
Health, presented the Philippine Medical Tourism 4 
Program to the Ministry of Health of Germany, the f 
German Medical Federation (the German equiva- 
lent of the Philippine Medical Association), the 4 
Joint Technical Commission (the German policy- | 
making body of the German Health Insurance | 
Commission ), the Asia Pacific Week (APW) Sym- 
posium on Life Sciences, the Intemational Conven- | 
tion on Urban Health, and to the Filipino communi" 
ty It was a very productive trip which pioqued the: 
interest of the Germans and the other international 
participants of the APW which ran from September ji 
10 to 23, 2007. It was a fitting introduction of the 
Philippine Medical Tourism services to the Ешо-Я 
pean market and a great opportunity to explore the | 
health and economic possibilities, marketing” 
strategies which the Philippines can look into and 
‘employ in order to penetrate this highly competi’ 
tive global industry. The Filipino community based 4 
in Germany was very enthusiastic and quite opti- | 
mistic in forging linkages with the Filipino health 1 
service providers through promotions and actual | 
participation in trade in services. A big Filipino- | 
German tourism agency has explored possible 

ups with local integrators to bring in Germans who ^ 
will атай of the medical and surgical services in the 7 
Philippines at the same time will set up a process j 
‘whereby their health insurance can be "portable" = 
ie, be used to reimburse their expenses in the | 
Philippines at a much lower cost. 

"The guidebook on Philippine Medical Tourism Ñ 
entitled, "Philippine Access and Travel to Healthcare! 3 
will be published before the year ends. This will ac- j 
‘quaint the general public and the potential medical | 
travelers to the system of healthcare in the country | 
especially the kind of services geared for the medical , 
tourism industry: It is hoped that the publication of 3 
this guidebook will promote the medical and surgi- | 


offer, and that this will reiterate to the world the j 
truthfulness in our claim that the services provided ? 
in the Philippine medical centers and health and | 


| The reception was very warm and cordial which cal healthcare services that the Philippines currently 4 
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Nestled in a cove just off Subic Bay, Chub Warmest greetings to the organizers and proponents of the Philippine Medical $ 

Morocco is a 240-hectare master-planned Tourism program as you celebrate the first anniversary of the launch of the Philippine 4 

community, citing бин residential nges Medical Tourism program. pi 
i 1 laud the cooperative efforts of the Department of Tourism and Department of { 

Villa Ibiza, Villa Venezia, Villa Health together with the Public Private Task Force in bringing together professionals £ 

Monaco and Costa Malaga. and experts in the field to discuss relevant information on market opportunities, and $ 

to showcase your services and world-class health facilities that will benefit people ` 

ботай over the world. 

to help me realize our 10-point legacy agenda on socio-economic and political reforms. 

together to transform the Philippines into a premier health holiday destination. 
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My watinest greetings to the proponents of the Philippine Medical Tourism as they 
celebrate the first anniversary of the launch of the Philippine Medical Tourism pro- 
gram and the"Health and Wellness month this October. 

The growing worldwide trend of medical tourism is opening doors for countries 
like the Philippines to compete globally іп a market that exceeds trillions of dollars a 
year This is one opportunity that we cannot afford to ignore. 

We have excellent doctors and world-class medical facilities in the country that 
makes us a viable destination for top-quality and reasonably priced healthcare most 
ofall, our people is known internationally for a distinct quality of care and compassion that is appreci- 
ated by those they come in contact with. 

As You hold this event, may you continue to strengthen your partnership with the public and pri 
vate sectors and other stakeholders in improving the quality of health care in the country, not just for 
the benefit of the tourist but, more importantly, for our countrymen. 

Congreyulations and mabuhay kayong lahat! 


0 T DEQUE TI, MD., M.Sc. 


Department of Health 


The Department of Tourism acknowledges the dynamic initiatives of the Department 
‘of Health as well as our partners in the private sector as we commemorate this year’s 
Health and Wellness month and the first anniversary of the Philippine Medical 

4 Tourism program. 

A combination of factors has led to the increase in popularity of medical travel - 
high cost of healthcare in industrialized nations, ease and affordability of internation- | 
al travel and improvement in medical technology and standards of health care in | 
many countries in the world. | 

th We all look forward to welcome our guests to experience our culture, admire heritage destinations, + 

e appreciate our history behold our unique tropical landscapes, enjoy exciting nightfall activities, dwell 

in luxurious hotels and resorts, shop in designer boutiques and bargain malls and discover medical 

services that offer expertise with а quality of care that allows visitors to feel the compassion, hospitali- 
fy and Filipino brand of caring in one of the most beautiful mix of 7,107 islands in the Asia Pacific re- 
gion that are absolutely beyond the usual. 


| 
| 

| 

А Mabuhay! i 

А к А | 

Ў Secretary Department of Tourism 1 


Twish to extend my congratulations to the various government agencies and private enti- 
ties that have worked hard together to promote Medical Tourism in the Philippines. 

Studies estimate that annual health care expenditures in Asia alone exceed | 
'USS390 Billion, while the worldwide market is an astonishing USS3 Trillion per year | 
(Rodolfo, 2005). As a relative newcomer in this lucrative space, the Philippines needs ; 
to display market excellence and innovation to remain agile in the face of competition s 
from more seasoned players like Thailand, India and Malaysia. i 

In order to achieve this excellence, cooperation is needed from the participants in. 
this unique confluence of the health and tourism industries, so that we all can craft a united, efficient | 
solution to address the challenges ahead. 

Hospitals, health professionals, resorts, spas, travel agents and other companies must realize that a 


“ BAI complex activity like Medical Tourism can be done property only with everybody doing his share. 
H EALTH With this, we create a compelling argument to tourists from Asia, the US, and the rest of the world: 
the Philippines is the nexqpremier destination for Medical Tourism. 
TE SE eem 
is CE DEL MUNDO, MD, FPBO, FPCS 


Undersecretary Office for Special Concems 
WEALTH” 


Republic of the Philippines 
Board of Investments 
PHILIPPINE RETIREMENT AUTHORITY 


Supports and Congratulates 


ALTH AND WELLNESS MONT 


Department of Health 


Greetings roi the Department of Tourism! 
i] Last year, after more than thirty six months of pioneering effort by the Public-Private 
Partnership created by President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, we held the Grand Launch } 
of Philippine Medical Tourism. In the intervening months, so much has happened. + 
Much more remains to be done, but it is heartening to see the strides that our spas, retire- ¢ 
ment communities, medical clinics hospitals and medical centers are making. Already, two of ^ 
И cur medical centers have received JCI accreditation, and several more are in the works. tis 
also inspiring to see the tourism industry rising o chis challenge and opportunity 
» In the field of services, nobody can do better than the Filipino; no country can do better than the’, 
Philippines. The Philippine brand of hospitality is legendary because caring for others is innate tothe 3 


For more information on the Retirement Program Filipino soul. It is natural, spontaneous, and sincere, : 
please contact PRA 24x7 Help Line at Сосо н mes em | 
Tel. No. (*63,2) 848.1412 i юн 
29/Е Citibank Tower, 8741 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City 1227 Philippines 6 
Website: www.pra.gov.ph E-mail: inquiry@pra.gov.ph 
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By Undersecretary Jade F. Del Mundo 
Department Of Health 

ONE YEAR FOLLOWING THE GRAND LAUNCH 
of Philippine Medical Tourism Program (РМТР), 
‘many events have transpired which have pushed 
forward the bid of the Philippines to enter the 
arena of medical tourism in the world and stake 
its claim to the $40-billion market. 

Asthe Philippines celebrated "Health and Well 
ness Month’ last October, the Philippines is well 
on its way to surging ahead in health and wellness. 
tourism this year following active public-private 
sector partnership, led by both the Department of 
Health Secretary Francisco Duque and Depart- 
ment of Tourism Joseph Durano, on the one hand, 
and Public Private Sector Task Force on Globally 
Competitive Industries’ private sector counter- 
paris, led by Amb. Cesar Bautista and Roberto Ro- 
mulo. This includes the Task Force on Health and 
Wellness chaired by Rizalino Navarro. 

Last April 29 to May 10, 2007, a delegation 
composed of medical directors from nine hospi- 
tals in Metro Manila (St. Luke's Medical Center, 
The Medical City, Asian Hospital, Makati Medical 
Center, Capitol Medical Center, Manila Medical 
Center, Manila Doctore Hospital, National K@iney 
and Transplant Institute and Philippine Heart 
Center), a representative from the Department of 
Health, Dit. Cynthia Lazo of the Department of 
‘Tourism, and Ruy Moreno of the Public-Private 
‘Task Force (Delegation Head), went on a road 
show to USA to promote Philippine medical 
tourism. The team was joined by Dr. Jorge Garcia 
of Asian Hospital and a renowned cardiovascular 
surgeon in New York. They presented the world- 
dass services and facilities of the Philippine hospi- 
tals to groups of HMOs, medical tourism integra- 
tors, health insurance companies, multinational 
companies, tourist agencies and Filipino commu- 
nities in the USA. This was the initial salvo in a se- 
ries of medical tourism road shows to be conduct- 
ed throughout important firs-world countries. 
‘The reception was very warm and cordial which 
augurs wel for a first-time exposure to the quality 
and cost-effective healthcare services that the 
Philippines can offer globally. 

On September 13 to 20, 2007 in Berlin, Ger- 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2007 


many Undersecretary Jade F del Mundo of the Of 
fice for Special Concerns of the Department of 
Health, presented the Philippine Medical Tourism 
Program to the Ministry of Health of Germany, the. 
German Medical Federation (the German equiva- 
lent of the Philippine Medical Association ), the 
Joint Technical Commission (the German policy- 
making body of the German Health Insurance 
Commission ), the Asia Pacific Week (APW) Sym- 
posium on Life Sciences, the International Conven- 
tion on Urban Health, and to the Filipino communi- 
ty It was a very productive trip which picqued the 
interest ofthe Germans and the other international 
participants of the APW which ran from September 
10 to 23, 2007. И was a fitting introduction of the 
Philippine Medical Tourism services to the Euro- 
pean market and a great opportunity to explore the 
health and economic possibilities, marketing 
strategies which the Philippines can look into and 
employ in order to penetrate this highly competi- 
tive global industry. The Filipino community based 
in Germany was very enthusiastic and quite opti- 
mistic in forging linkages with the Filipino health 
service providers through promotions and actual 
participation in trade in services. A big Filipino 
German tourism agency has explored possible Че- 
"ups with local integrators to bring in Germans who 
will avail of the medical and surgical services in the. 
Philippines at the same time will set up a process 
‘whereby their health insurance can be "portable" 
ie, be used to reimburse their expenses in the 
Philippines at a much lower cost. 

The guidebook on Philippine Medical Tourism 
entitled, "Philippine Access and Travel to Healthcare" 
will be published before the year ends. This wil ac 
quaint the general public and the potential medical 
travelers tothe system of healthcare in the country 
especially the kind of services geared for the medical 
tourism industry: It is hoped that the publication of 
this guidebook will promote the medical and surgi- 
cal healthcare services that the Philippines currently 
offer, and that this will reiterate to the world the 
truthfulness in our claim that the services provided 
in the Philippine medical centers and health and 
wellness facilities are at par with the world's best. 


and know the delights of living in a beach fi 
pum 2 is imessages 
Warmest greetings to the organizers and proponents of the Philippine Medical 
Tourism program as you celebrate the first anniversary of the launch of the Philippine 
Medical Tourism program, 
1 laud the cooperative efforts of the Department of Tourism and Department of 
Health together with the Public-Private Task Force in bringing together professionals 
and experts in the field to discuss relevant information on market opportunities, and 
to showcase your services and world-class health facilities that will benefit people 
from all over the world 
{enjoin you to help me realize our 10-point legacy agenda on socio-economic and political reforms. 
Letus all work together to transform the Philippines into a premier health holiday destination. 
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Nestled in a cove just off Subic Bay, Club 
Morocco В a 240-hectare master-planned 
‘community, offering four residential villages 


Villa Ibiza, Villa Venezia, Villa 
Monaco and Costa Malaga. 
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My warmest greetings to the proponents of the Philippine Medical Tourism as they 
wwwstaluciarealty.com 


| celebrate the first anniversary of the launch of the Philippine Medical Tourism pro- 
gram and the "Health and Wellness" month this October. 

The growing worldwide trend of medical tourism is opening doors for countries 

like the Philippines to compete globally in a market that exceeds trillions of dollars a 
Ў 1 year. This is one opportunity that we cannot afford to ignore. 

We have excellent doctors and world-class medical facilities in the country that 
makes us a viable destination for top-quality and reasonably priced healthcare most 
ofall, our people is known internationally for a distinct quality of care and compassion that is appreci- 
ated by those they come in contact with. 

As you hold this event, may you continue to strengthen your partnership with the public and pri- 
vate sectors and other stakeholders in improving the quality of health care in the country, not just for 
the benefit of the tourist but, more importantly, for our countrymen. 

‘Congyatulations and mabuhay kayong lahat! 


PASOS T DBQUERL MED. MS. 


Secfétary, Department of Health 


www.royalehomes.com.ph 
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Republic of the Philippines 
Board of Investments 
PHILIPPINE RETIREMENT AUTHORITY 


The Department of Tourism acknowledges the dynamic initiatives of the Department 
of Health as well as our partners in the private sector as we commemorate this years 
Health and Wellness month and the first anniversary of the Philippine Medical 
‘Tourism program. 

А combination of factors has led to the increase in popularity of medical travel - 
high cost of healthcare in industrialized nations, ease and affordability of internation- 
al travel and improvement in medical technology and standards of health care in 
many countries in the world. 

We all ook forward to welcome our guests to experience our culture, admire heritage destinations, 
appreciate our history, behold our unique tropical landscapes, enjoy exciting nightfall activities, dwell 
in luxurious hotels and resorts, shop in designer boutiques and bargain malls and discover medical 
services that offer expertise with a quality of care that allows visitors to feel the compassion, hospitali- 
ty and Filipino brand of caring in one of the most beautiful mix of 7,107 islands in the Asia Pacific re- 
gion that are absolutely beyond the usual. 


em 
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1 wish to extend my congratulations to the various government agencies and private enti- 
Чез that have worked hard together to promote Medical Tourism in the Philippines. 
‘Studies estimate that annual health care expenditures in Asia alone exceed 
'US$390 Billion, while the worldwide market is an astonishing USS3 Trillion per year 
(Rodolfo, 2005). As a relative newcomer in this lucrative space, the Philippines needs 
to display market excellence and innovation to remain agile in the face of competition 
from more seasoned players like Thailand, India and Malaysia. 

In order to achieve this excellence, cooperation is needed from the participants in 
this unique confluence of the health and tourism industries, so that we ай can craft a united, efficient 
solution to address the challenges ahead. 

Hospitals, health professionals, resorts, spas, travel agents and other companies must realize that a 
‘complex activity like Medical Tourism can be done properly only with everybody doing his share. 
With this, we create a compelling argument to tourists from Asia, the US, and the rest of the world: 
the Philippines is the next premier destination for Medical Tourism. 
pee. эү ФА 
E E DEL MUNDO, MD, FPBO, FPCS 
Undersecretary, Office for Special Concerns 
Department of Health 


Greetings from the Department of Tourism! 
Last year, after more than thirty six months of pioneering effort by the Public Private 
Partnership created by President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, we held the Grand Launch 
of Philippine Medical Tourism. In the intervening months, so much has happened. 
Much more remains to be done, but it is heartening to see the strides that our spas, retire- 
ment communities, medical cinics, hospitals and medical centers are making. Already, two of 
ош medical centers have received JC! accreditation, and several more are in the works. It is 
also inspiring to see the tourism industry rising to this challenge and opportunity 
In the field of services, nobody can do better than the Filipino; no country can do better than the 
Philippines. The Philippine brand of hospitality is legendary because caring for others is innate to the 
Filipino soul, It is natural, spontaneous, and sincere. 
More than р care, more than just modem faites, we ofer to the wold "Tender loving (healh)care” 
We need şo let she whole world know. Lets go ahead. Together, we can! 
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St. Luke's Heart Institute: 


The Philippines’ Best 


St. Luke's Heart Institute provides the best pos: 
surgeons have at their disposal a wide array of 
cess rate in percutaneous cardiac intervention an 
or diagnostic efficiency and clinical success rate is comparable with the b 


sible care to patients with cardiovascular diseases: Its topnotch cardiologists and 
‘the most advanced medical equipment in the Philippines. With a 99-percent suc- 
id 99-percent procedural success in open-heart surgeries, the Institute's superi- 
jest medical centers in the world.* The Heart Institute 


exemplifies St. Luke's Medical Center's unequalled excellence in expertise, technology, quality of healthcare outcomes, and ser- 
vice for total quality patient care in the Philippines. 


"We always go to the best,” is De Vincent Akimoto’ an 
swer whenever anyone asks why he brought his mother 
and mother-in-law all the way from Guam to Manila for 
treatment at St, Luke's Medical Center. "We chose St. 
Luke's because it is the only hospital in the Philippines that. 
meets international standards.” 

Dr, Akimoto, who is Past President of the Guam Medical 
Society felt that his mom and mom-in-law were given the 
best treatment at St. Luke's Medical Center. "The medical 
expertise and technology available at St. Luke's and the 
care provided by the hospital staff are really remarkable." 

St. Luke's is the only medical center in the Philippines 
that can claim to have a wide range of the world's best 
medical equipment. Known for its aggressive acquisition 
of the atest and most advanced medical equipment, St. 
Luke's Medical Center is the best equipped hospital in the 
Philippines and is better equipped than 95% of hospitals in 
thes. 

Because of St. Luke's reputation for excellence in medi- 
cal expertise, technology and patient care, the New York- 
Presbyterian Hospital, Columbia University College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, Weill Cornell Medical College of 
Cornell University and the world's most prestigious cancer. 
‘center, Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, chose St 
Luke's Medical Center as their only international affiliate 
in the Philippines. 

‘St. Luke's has a strong clinical research program that 
support is medical expertise and state-of-the-art equip 
ment. Iti the first and currently the only institution in the. 
Philippines that maintains fully operational disease data- 
banks and disease study groups. 

1n 2003, St. Luke's unequalled excellence in healthcare 
delivery was affirmed by the Joint Commission Interna- 
tional (ICD, the world's most prestigious healthcare ac- 
creditation body St. Luke's Medical Center is the first JCI- 
accredited healthcare facility in the Philippines and the 
second of only 24 in Asia. 

St Luke's Heart Institute is the Philippines’s first private 
cardiac facility dedicated to the management of cardiac 
disease and committed to providing excellent patient care. 
Its staff of experts is composed of high-caliber, nationally 
and internationally known cardiovascular specialists-all 
witha sterling track record in heart care and cure. 


Available at St. Luke's Heart Institute 

ө The first PET Scanner in Southeast Asia and the. 
only one in the Philippines, complemented by the only 
Cyclotron in the Philippines today 

ө The Philippines first 64-slice CT Scanner 

© The Philippines fis and only 3-Testa MRI (far 
more advanced than conventional MRI) 

ө The Philippines first Cardiac Cathlab System 
with a flat-panel detector 

ө The Philippines first and only combined Gam- 
ma Comera/CT 

ө The Philippine? first Intravascular ultrasound 
(IVUS) and the country’s first and only Virtual Histolo- 
ву (second-generation IVUS) 

ө The Philippines first HRV (heart rate variabili- 
1y) facli 


Cardiovascular Fellowship Training 

The Institute is actively engaged in training future car- 
diclogits for the last 20 years and has produced about 180 
doctors highly trained in the different subspecialties of car- 
«одору. The Institute has also facilitated further training 
for its graduates in international centers such as the Cleve- 
land Clinics and Mayo Clinics in the US, among others. 


Helping doctors see the patient's 
heartin a different light 

‘St. Luke's Heart Institute is at the forefront of introduc 
ing new and advanced diagnostic tests and tools to further 
understand the complexity of heart disease. It offers cut- 
ting-edge cardiac diagnostic imaging tesis such as Thal- 
пт Stress Testing with Single Photon Emission Computer- 
ized Tomography (SPECT), which provide doctors with a 
nuclear scan of the blood during rest or activity to show ar- 
eas of the heart that are not getting enough blood. Ra- 
diosciivethallium is injected into the bloodstream, serving 
asa tracer. The tracer attaches о the muscle cells of the 
heart so the gamma imaging camera can take pictures of 
the heart muscles. 


Sc Luke's Heart Institute Milestones 
inthe Philippines 

1988 - Performed the first single-balloon percuia- 
neous mitral valvotomy 

1988 - Performed the first double-balloon mitral 
valvotomy 

1988 Performed the first transesophageal 
echocurdiographic monitoring in cardiac surgery 

1995 - Performed the first catheter ablation for re- 
‘entrant supraventicular tachycardia 

1995 - Implanted the first AICD (automatic im- 
plantable cardioverter defibrillator) 

1997 - Performed the first successful bilateral renal 
anerystenting 

1997 - Performed the first successful peripheral 
stent implantation in a patient with severe iliac steno- 

1997 - Performed the fist successful implanted 
carotid artery stent 

1999 - Performed the first successful endovascular 
repair for aortic dissection 

1999 - Performed the fist successful abdominal 
aneurysm endograft repair 

2000 - Performed the first endovascular repair for 
combined thoracic and abdominal aortic aneurysm 

2001 - Performed the first percutaneous closure of 
аиа! septal defect and patent ductus arteriosus using 
the Amplatzer 

2002 - Performed the first successful combined 
coronary stenting and endogralt repair of aortic 
aneurysm 

2004 - Performed the first hybrid endograft repair 
ofa thoracic arch aneurysm 


Trusted by heart patients for two decades 

For21 years now patients with heat disorders have en- 
trusted their medical care to St. Luke's Heart institue. The 
Institute has stayed rue to йз commitment of providing 10- 
tal quality patient care. S. Luke's Heart Institute saves 
more lives and maintains the quality of life of more pa- 
tients 


The Heart Institute maintains the country’s first and on- 
ly Cardiovascular Disease Information System (CVDIS), 
which collects clinical and procedure specie information 
from all patient encounters at the Institute. From 2005 to 


August 2007, the system has compiled 134,806 procedural 
records of 66,740 patients, with the goal of creating a 
‘unique population specific electronic book of cardiovascu- 
lar disease and йз natural history. 


“St. Luke's is committed to continuously delivering excellent 
healthcare,” says Mr. Jose G. Ledesma, President and CEO 


of St. Luke's Medical Center. "We constantly strive to exceed еее dd 


customer expectations." 
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AESTHETIC, WEIGHT & SKIN MANAGEMENT 


St. Luke's 
Medical Center 


ne of the world's best 


Be awesome inside and out 


powered by 


Abby Dichoso Cua, Managing Director 
Ascendure Company, Inc. 
St. Luke's patient since 2000 
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UIY2SKIN DEEBEE 


Dermatology goes much deeper than just treating skin imperfections. ` 
St. Luke's Dermatology Center (DermCen) treats skin problems as serious conditions 
that require utmost medical attention. DermCen provides diagnostic and therapeutic 
services with state-of-the-art technology in the hands of internationally-trained dermatologists. 
Its services range from acne treatment to skin sculpting to skin cancer management. , 
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Unipolar RF 


To recontour body size 


Bipolar RF 
To tighten skin 


Benefits of TENOR RF™ Treatment 


St. Luke's DermCen is the only dermatology center in the country that uses the newest RF Pixel to tighten skin, 
refine skin texture and minimize scars. The US FDA-approved TENOR ВЕТ” has three capabilitie: 


RF Pixel 
To refine skin texture and minimize scars 


PHOTODERMATOLOGY: UVA" Narrow UVB * LASER: 


Charge your procedures to your ВРІ Express Credit Card, Security Bank MasterCard, 
Diners Club International or HSBC Visa and MasterCard at 0% interest on 3-6 month terms. 


runs unti 18 November 2097. Per DT-NCR Permit No. A2-0741. Series of 2007. 


ised Dye Loser QaNGYAG Pigment Laserase? Hair Removal 
= DERMATOHISTOPATHOLOGY: Biopsy readn"nmunofucrescence Special Stains + MOHS MICROGRAPHIC SURGERY 
“HAIR: Hair transplant" DCP apoleao"DCP Skin test» ENVIRONMENTAL DERMATOLOGY: Patch TesPnot Patch Testing 


" roan 722:010110304 ext 5208 
THE TENOR RF™ OFFER 
50% discount on the 4th session 
rom October 46 to Decomber 21, 007. 


‘An Intemational Affilate Of: 
New York Presbyterian Hospital 
Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons 
Weil Сотей Medical College of Cornell University 
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Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 


279 E. Rodiiguez St, Bivd., Quezon City 1102, Philippines • Trunkine: 723-0101/0301 + Email: nfo(stiuke.com.ph + Website: www.stiuke.com.ph 


ext2Teach education program 
expands to 500 more schools 


DRIVEN BY THE COMMON GOAL OF 
helping enrich education in public 
schools, the Text2Teach Philippine 
steering committee composed of or- 
ganizations such as Nokia Philip- 
pines, Ayala Foundation, the South- 
east Asian Ministers of Education Or- 
ganization-Innotech — (Seameo-In- 
notech) and Globe announced that 
the Text2Teach program would be 
made available to an additional 500 
public elementary schools in the next 
three years. 

Today, about 900,000 students 
from 204 public elementary schools 
are able to use the award-winning 
corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) program in education, 
Text2Teach. 

These schools are found in Quezon 
City, Manila, Batangas, Calapan, Ori- 
ental Mindoro, Antique, Cagayan de 
Oro City, Maguindanao, Cotabato 
City, North and South Cotabato, 

For the project's expansion in the 
next three years, Nokia has donated 
P27 million. 

Other partners have also an- 
nounced project development con- 
tributions including technology 
development by Globe and teach- 
ers development by Seameo-In- 
notech 

‘Ayala Foundation leads as project 
secretariat. 

“We hope to further strengthen our 


investment Requirements: 


Estimated Initial Investment - P 2.7M Approx 


Fránchise Fee *- P 224,000 
Construction - P 600000 


Equipment and other supplies - P 1,700,000 


Rent (with deposits) - P 140,000. 


Merchandising Materials - P 20,000. 


ROI - within 2 to 2.5 years. 


*Franchise Fee - P 200,000 + 12% RVAT 
% of monthly purchase 
156 of monthly purchase 


Royalty Fee - 
Advertising Fee 


collaboration at all levels—among 
members of the Text2Teach alliance, 
among our benefactors, and among 
our partners in each and every com- 
munity that we will reach. Together 
we can continue to spread the impact 
of TextZTeach by showing how al- 
Iiances such as ours can address what 
might seem like insurmountable ob- 
stacles to development,” said Jaime 
Augusto Zobel de Ayala I, co-vice 
chair of Ayala Foundation Inc. 


How Text2Teach works 

Text2Teach enables teachers 
and students to access more than 
900 multimedia educational mate- 
rials like video, pictures, text or 
audio files by requesting them via 
text 

The framework is simple: Text to 
download teaching materials and 
teachers are ready to provide a new 
classroom experience to elementary 
pupils who would not otherwise have 
access to these multimedia presenta- 
tions. 

With mobile phones and month- 
ly prepaid load allowance supplied 
by Nokia and Globe, public schools 
are able to access a library of sci- 
ence, English and math videos pro- 
vided by Pearson and Seameo-In- 
notech 

Each video-is supported by target- 
ed lesson plans that integrate sup- 


porting exercises and activities al- 
ready linked to the curriculum. 

As a result, teachers need not 
change the way they handle their 
classes because they use Text2Teach 
materials to support the existing cur- 
riculum. 

Martin Sandelin, Nokia vice presi- 
dent for corporate social responsibili- 
ty and community involvement, not- 
ed that Text2Teach was a leading ex- 
ample of how education can benefit 
from mobile technology. 

“The enthusiasm with which teach- 
ers have embraced Text2Teach shows 
that this project is not about technolo- 
gy but about education strengthened 
by technology The success of 
Text2Teach is also a result of the fact 
that this is a national Philippine pro- 
ject that has brought together the De- 
partment of Education, Ayala Foun- 
dation, Globe and Seameo-Innotech," 
he said. 


Results 

Text2Teach was launched in 2002 
and since then, 204 scholars have 
been benefiting from this technology. 
Impact assessments of the first five 
years of its implementation have 
been made by the University of the 
Philippines National Institute of Sci- 
ence and Mathematics Education 
(UP-Nismed) and the UP Demograph- 
ic Research and Development Foun- 


dation Inc. (UP-DRDF). 

The UP-Nismed report said that 
absenteeism was reduced among 
students attending — TextZTeach 
classes. Student performance also 
increased as gleaned by higher aver- 
age scores in science. Interaction be- 
tween teachers and students as well 
as among students got a boost re- 
sulting in a generally upbeat class- 
room environment. The UP-DRDF 
research complemented earlier re- 
search findings from T2T schools 
based in the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM). 


Continuous development 

Like any technology-driven initia- 
tive, Text2Teach will also undergo de- 
velopments in technology delivery 
platforms. 

“Knowledge is increasingly becom- 
ing the most important currency to- 
day and the tool most commonly used 
to transfer, share and apply that 
knowledge is through technology,” 
says Gerardo Ablaza Jr, president 
and CEO of Globe. 

"With Text2Teach, — Globe 
strengthens its commitmerit to use 
mobile technology to enable young 
Filipino to step up their skills. Globe. 
believes that the right technology 
tools will enable them to build a bet- 
ter life and reach their dreams,” 
Ablaza said. 


Approximately 80 square meters 


with a frontage of at least 5 meters 


Interested parti 


s may reach: 


MEATSHOP DEVELOPMENT 

Sales and Franchising Department 
Monterey Foods Corporation 

17" Floor, JMT Corporate Condominium 


Tel. Nos. 702.5569 
Fax Мо: 914-8750 
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ils: Call us 


АРВ Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
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Smart’s mobile 
ad work bags 
int'l award 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


MACAU—A PINOY INNO- 
vation got the mobile world's atten- 
tion as Smart Communications and 
partner Zad Mobile won the Best 
Mobile Advertising award at the 
Asia Mobile Congress here for their 
“1-IN-5 Panalo Summer Promo" for 
Pepsi. 

The GSM Association (GSMA), the 
global trade association for mobile op- 
erators, an- 
nounced the win- 
ners last night at 
the Asia Mobile 
Awards 2007. 

This was a mo- 
bile promotion 
campaign to en- 
courage — cola 
drinkers їп the 
Philippines to 
drink Pepsi. Un- 
der each bottle 
crown was a 
unique electroni- 
cally generated 
seven-digit code 
that Pepsi 
drinkers could 
send to an access 
number to re- 
deem instant prizes. 

According to the promotion's pro- 
file, 200 million unique codes were 
created for this promotion and over 
P30 million worth of prizes were given 
away including ring tones and mobile 
handsets. One in five Pepsi drinkers 
who participated in the promotion 
wona prize. 


Adson 
mobile 
phones 
are 
acceptable 
to most 
Filipinos, 
research 
says 


Powerful medium 

Danilo Mojica, head of the wireless 
consumer division of Smart Commu- 
nications Inc., said on the sidelines of 
the mobile congress that the cam- 
paign was close to his heart, “The 
work started with us. We believe the 
time has come for innovation from 
Asia that is also made for Asia instead 
of waiting for it to come from the 
West. And mobile advertising is one 
such area for innovation. In emerging 
markets such as the Philippines, mo- 
bile phones are everywhere and mo- 
bile advertising is the most powerful 
platform for directly communicating 
with consumers.” 

‘And what a huge base of consumers 
itis 

Smart's subscriber base alone is ap- 
proaching the 30-million mark and ri- 
val telco Globe Telecom is approach- 
ing 20 million. 

‘Smarts internal studies have found 
that mobile advertising is accepted by 
most subscribers if it gives them a 
chance win to something or get dis- 
counts and rewards. 

Smart won twice in previous 
awards competitions held by the GS- 
MA. 

One was in 2001, for Most Innova- 
tive GSM Wireless Service for Cus- 
tomers for its Smart Money, and an- 
other in 2004, for Best Mobile Appli- 
cation or Service-Consumer Market 
for its Smart Load. 


More winners 

As for this years Asia Mobile 
‘Awards 2007, the other winners are: 
Gamelof’s “Real Football 2007" for 
Best Mobile Entertainment, PCCW 
Mobile НК “MOOV” music library 
service for Best Mobile Music Service, 
BuzzCits myGamma.com as Best 
Mobile Social Networking Service and 
Motorola's ultra slim MOTORAZR2 V9 
as Best Mobile Broadband Handset or 
Device. 

“We are delighted with this year's 

Mobile Awards—they recognize 
the sheer pace of progress that’s been 
made right across the region's mobile 
communication market. Our congrat- 
ulations to the winners and nominees 
and our thanks to everyone who par- 
ticipated," said Rob Conway, CEO of 
the GSM Association (GSMA), said in 
astatement. 

The GSMA is the global trade asso- 
ciation representing more than 700 
GSM mobile phone operators across 
218 countries and territories of the 
world. 

The primary goals of the GSMA are 
to ensure mobile phones and wireless 
services work globally and are easily 
accessible, enhancing their value to 
individual customers and national 
economies, while creating new busi- 
ness opportunities for operators and 
their suppliers. 
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Bulgari introduces a spectacular 
array of colored gems through its 
new collection, Elisia. Now in 
Manila, the sophisticated, feminine 
line of jewelry makes use of the 
elliptical shape as its signature 
characteristic, combining 
contemporary creativity with 
traditional motifs. 


Necklaces, rings and earrings 
comprise this colorful collection, with 
white gold or yellow gold serving as 
the setting for a great variety of 
colored stones, diamonds, enamel, 
coral and mother of pearl. The 
jewels’ cabochon and faceted cuts 
create a soft, sinuous form which 
highlight each piece's chromatic 
effects and sinuous proportions. 


Elisia is perfect for the sophisticated 
woman who prefers to wear unique, 
timeless jewelry. 


Elisia is available at Bulgari 
Boutiques, 6750 Shopping Arcade, 
8933189 and Greenbelt 4, Ayala 
Center, 7285061. yi 
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THE NEW ELI$IA COLLECTION 


OLORS FILL IN THE GAP 

( holiday 2007 collection. 

From cozy sweaters to party 

dresses, classic shirts to dressed up 

pants, versatile denim to fun acces- 

sories, Gap's holiday collection 
comes in bright shades of shamrocl 
cinnabar red, pink hibiscus and fire 

glow, and comfy textures like knit, 

; fleece, leather, nylon and cotton. 
Stripe 
eater injects a festive quality into 


TREVI bag in Damier 


ELEGANTE ear pendants, 
18 karat white gold, white and 
brown diamonds, and pink pearls 


one's basic holiday wardrobe. Stock 
up on quintessential knits like the 
women's cowlneck sweater and ca- 
ble-knit sweater and men's fisher- 
man turtleneck in everyday neutrals 
like black, grey and cream. For bet- 
ter protection from an outdoor 
wrap yourself in Gap's wool 

coat, velvet jacket or a heavier-duty 

fer jacket. 

Women will love Gap's evening 
jersey dresses featuring pleated de- 


tails, empire waists and satin ties 
Complete the look with sparkly bal- 
let flats or sequined sandals and a 
glimmering, metallic clutch. Or opt 
for casual elegance with a selection 
of woven tops with modern details 

ke a quarter or lantern sleeve 
paired with straight cut trousers or 
skinny cropped pants. 

The men's collection offers the 
quintessential oxford, fitted or plaid 
shirt in smooth finishes like cotton 


chambray and cotton sateen. These 
versatile tops go perfectly with jeans 
or dress pants and chinos and can go 
from a daytime party to a nighttime 
event, 

Also, you can't go wrong with 
Gap's Favorite Tee, women's Fresh 
Cuff Shirt, the men's Plastico 
as well as the essential Pique Po- 
1о—ай update with colorful stripes. 

The women’s Long and Lean or 
Bootcut jeans and the men’s Stan- 


on Christmas 


FROM leather 
goods and shoes 
to accessories 

* and sunglasses, 
fromtimepieces 
to jewellery, 
Louis Vuitton 
presents a selec- 
tion of Christ- 
mas gift ideas 
drawn from 
both its latest 
creations and its 
jconic products. 
In the Philip- 
pines, Louis 
Vuitton is locat- 
ed at the ground. 
floor of Green- 

« belt 4, Makati 
Avenue, Makati 
City: Call 889- 


oem 9430. 


AGENDA Fonctionnelin. 


Monogram Deni 


WELLINGTON 
Boots (above) and 
Rugby Stripe Gloves 


dard Fit and Easy Fit jeans are den- 
im staples. Edgy styles like the wom- 
en’s E Skinny slouch or High Rise 
jeans and the men’s low-rise Morri- 
son jeans provide a modern feel 
comes in a variety of 
indigo, ‘70s blue, basic 

fox as well as finish- 
classic vintage and 


black and 
es like 
stonewash. 
‘Complete your holiday style with 
варз accessories! Add comfy e 


MARILYN bi 
d 


multicolor cansa 


TAMBOUR 
Forever 
watch 
diamond 


ч OLORS FILL IN THE GAP 
( holiday 2007 collection. 
From cozy sweaters to party 
dresses, classic shirts to dressed ир 
pants, versatile denim to fun acces- 
sories, Gaps holiday collection 
comes in bright shades of shamrock, 
cinnaber red, pink hibiscus and fire- 
glow, and comfy textures like knit, 
; fleece, leather, nylon and cotton. 
The musthave Crazy Stripe 
sweater injects a festive quality into 


= hs ANGIE Harmon 


£ and jason Sehorn 


one's basic holiday wardrobe. Stock 
up on quintessential knits like the 
women's cowlneck sweater and ca- 
ble-knit sweater and men's fisher- 
man turtleneck in everyday neutrals 
like black, grey and cream. For bet- 
ter protection from an outdoor 
breeze, wrap yourself in Gap's wool 
coat, velvet jacket or a heavier-duty 
puffer jacket 

Women will love Gap's evening 
Jersey dresses featuring pleated de- 


tails, empire waists and satin ties. 
Complete the look with sparkly bal- 
let flats or sequined sandals and a 
glimmering, metallic clutch. Or opt 
for casual elegance with a selection 
of woven tops with modern details 
like a quarter or lantern sleeve 
paired with straight cut trousers or 
skinny cropped pants. 

The men's collection offers the 
quintessential oxford, fitted or plaid 
shirt in smooth finishes like cotton 


chambray and cotton sateen. These 
versatile tops go perfectly with jeans 
or dress pants and chinos and can go 
from a daytime party to a nighttime 
event. 

Also, you can't go wrong with 
Gap's Favorite Tee, women's Fresh 
Cuff Shirt, the men’s Plasticol t-shirt 
as well as the essential Pique Po- 
lo—all update with colorful stripes. 

The women's Long and Lean or 
Bootcut jeans and the men's Stan- 


| ELEGANTE ear pendants, 
M f 18 karat white gold, white and 
(2 brown diamonds, and pink pearls 


WELLINGTON 
Boots (above) and 
Rugby Stripe Gloves 


dard Fit and Easy Fit jeans are den- 
im staples. Edgy styles like the wom- 
en's E Skinny slouch or High Rise 
jeans and the men’s low-rise Morri- 
son jeans provide a modern feel. 
Gap denim comes in a variety of 
shades like indigo, ‘70s blue, basic 
black and silver fox as well as finish- 
es like classic vintage and 
stonewash. 

Complete your holiday style with 
Gap's accessories! Add comfy extras 


TAMBOUR 
Forever 
watch, « 
diamonds, 
mirolr strap. 
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THE CASHMERE V 
7 and The Fringe 

Crazy Stripe Scarf 

(left); Cropped 


THE CRAZY Stripe 
Crochet Gloves Scarf and Hat 


like gloves and hats in soft textures 

like fleece, faux fur and wool. Top 2 

your outfit with a burst of energe: coon 

hues via the Crazy Stripe scarf. yyy 
nally, rainy days need not dampen 5 lieers 
your spirits with your Crazy Stripe 

Umbrella and 


ippines, Gap is exclu- 


ited by Casual Cloth- 
сашон NOVEMBER 7 ТО DECEMBER 2, 2007 


's Group of Companies fay oretlets Lois ерони nce’ Clcarenan Nen 
vailable at Glorietta 4, Ayala 
xt week, Gap opens at Tri- 


UV LIPSTICK 


PROTECTS WITH SPF 15. 
3 HIGH CARING EFFECTS FOR LIPS, 
‘only lipstick that provides moisture, nourishment ar yi 
UV protection wi ejoa ОА ОМК d 
2 


Lips feel softer, Бп 
„BLOOMING, LUMINOUS COLORS. Г 

Colors come alive: Reds рор, pinks blossom, plum go ficher.: 
17 BLOOMING SHADES. 


MAYBE SHE'S BORN WITH IT. MAYI 


Muntinlupa, one of the country's fastest growing cities welcomes another 
premier establishment that will surely bring express delight to everyone 
in the area... SM Supercenter Muntinlupa! Now, everyone càn enjoy 
express shopping with an array of local and international apparel brands, 
shoes, accessories, specialty shops and more! Moms will also have express 
grocery time with SM Hypermarket's complete line of wet and dry goods. 
Families and friends alike will definitely have great bonding moments at the 
different restaurants and fast food chains at SM Supercenter Muntinlupa. 
What's more, customers get express dessert for every P100 single purchase 
at the SM Supercenter Muntinlupa Foodcourt from November 16-30, 2007! 


_As if all thiese weren't enough, SM Supercenter Muntinlupa also offers 


4 express entertainment with its cinemas and other leisure establishments. 


You can also get express treats with exciting shows from top celebrities! 
Catch PBB Season 2 Housemates, Dennis Trillo and the Freestyle Band 
on November 16, Dingdong Dantes, Jed Madela and Ronnie Liang, 
Yasmien Kurdi and the cast of Pasukob Movie Tour on November 17. 
Watch out for Sam Milby and Jennylyn Mercado on November 18. 


Nestled along Manila South Road in Barangay Tunasan, SM Supercenter 
Muntinlupa can be easily visited with express access via the Susana 
Heights Exit for those coming from the South Luzon Expressway (SLEX), 
Manila South Road and Alabang Zapote Road with the Alabang Interchange 
serving as a link and primary transit point. 

So come and visit SM Supercenter Muntinlupa for express fun 
and excitement! 


SHOPPING 
Ace Hardware 
SM Appliance Center 
SM Hypermarket 
Watsons 
Aksesoriz 
Asianic 
Astroplus 
Booksale 
CD-R King 
Comworks 
Dickies 
Folded & Hung 
Games & Gadgets 
Human 
Kevin's Playroom 
Lazer Music ` 
National Bookstore 
Odysse; 
ice Warehouse 

сез оп 

enshoppe 
Royal Tine 


apes 

Silicon Valley 
Techno Mobile Hub 
Tribu 

Unisilver 


DINING 

SM Foodcourt 
Binalot 
Chicken Company 
Inihaw k 
Kusina Ni Gracia 
Lydia's Lechon 

lary June's Meal Chow 

Sizzling Plate 

Chowking 

Goldilocks 

Jollibee 

Mang Inasal 

McDonald's 

Tokyo Tokyo 


| LEISURE 
4 SM Cinema 
Gameplace 
Quantum 


4 SERVICES 
à At Driving 
Banco de Oro 
David's For Rever 
Executive Optical 
Fix Bench Salon 
Forever Flawless ES 
Globalcare Medical Specialist 
Globe 
Ideal Vision 
Let's Face It 
Mail & More 
МС e 
icky Reyes 
SMAI 
Southern Sky Travel & Tour 
Sure Shot 
Wash N' Wear 
Wellcom 
YKL-FUJI Film 
OTHERS 
Aficionado 
Bibingkinitan 
Brownies Unlimited 
Candy Corner 
Country Style Donut 
Fi г 
Inkrite 
JM Peanut World 
Keycard Express 
Lucky Circle 
NY Fries & Dips 
Plato Wrap 
Popperoo ` 
Quickly 
Sondrink 
Scent Station 
Scoopery 
Stickerworks 
The Big Chill 
The Mango Farm. 
Zagu 
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row necklace wit 


Bulgari’s latest gem collection derives pe уй? я абсо | 
strong influence from the ancient : 
empire's glorious architecture 


ARMANI EXCHANGE 


A E 


WHITE-GOLD 
long-pendant earrings 
with blue and pink 
sapphires, emerald 
beads and diamonds 


By Cheche V. Moral 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


HEN A WOMAN DROPS 
P4 million for a piece of 
jewelry, the jeweler must 


make sure she won't bump into an- 
other woman wearing the same 
bling or there'll be, well, more than 
P4 million to pay. 

Mario Katigbak, country manager of 
Bulgari, has always made sure no such 
unfortunate event ever happens on his 
watch. Only a single item of the jewelry 
brand's higher-end pieces gets sold at the 
Bulgari boutique in Greenbelt 4, Makati. 

"That's our deal with Bulgari clients. If 
the [top-of-the-line] item is sold, we don't. 
order again. If you want it, you have to 
buy it abroad,” Katigbak said at the exclu- 
sive preview of Elisia, the latest collection 
from the Italian jewelry house. 

Such was the case when the Elisia col- 
lection was launched last night at Makati 
Shangri-La: the loyal client was assured 
her P4-million purchase—the price tag 
for each of the key items—was one of a 
kind, or at least hereabouts. 

Elliptical forms and colored stones 
characterize the new collection, a throw- 
back to Bulgari's favored shape that be- 

ROMAN/D2 


3 
| 
| 


SHANGRI-LA PLAZA MALL 
ALABANG TOWN CENTER 
GLORIETTA IV 

POWER PLANT MALL 


MARIO Katigbak, Bulgari country manager 
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18K yellow-gold necklace with one-row pendant YELLOW-GOLD double-pendant necklace 
of sapphires, emerald beads and pavé diamonds with amethyst, rubellite and diamonds 


YELLOW-GOLD bib necklace with sapphires, 
emeralds and diamonds 


м " 
Mos 


WHITE-GOLD long-pendant 
earrings with peridot, blue 
topaz and diamonds 


PNE. `. to: 
YELLOW-GOLD necklace with pink tourmaline, 
‘aqua enamel and pavé diamonds pendant 


oman gra 


From page DI 


came popular in the 1970s. 
Roman architecture is a strong 
influence in the Bulgari design. 
Elisia’s rounded motif is said to 
mimic the Circus Maximus race- 
track by the Palatino in Rome. This 
pattern has been revisited several 
times in the past, according to 
Katigbak, but the current collec- 
tion is distinctly modern as the 
pieces assume a sleeker form. 
“Bulgari was known for bold 
and chunkier pieces,” Katigbak 
noted as he showed images from a 
Bulgari coffee-table book, with 
Hollywood icons wearing some 


heart-stopping jewelry sets. "But 
we've become modern. Some of 
these you can wear every day" he 
added, noting a necklace with an 
enameled pendant set with a semi- 
precious stone. 3 

The contemporary look is also 
meant at attracting a younger 
clientele, said Jessica Yenko, Bul- 
garis ‘marketing supervisor. 
"We're getting buyers in their 20s, 
and they pay for the purchase 
themselves.” 

Some of Elisia’s quirkier pieces 
include a pair of earrings with 
mismatched stones: a blue sap- 
phire on one, and a pink sapphire 


on the other. 

The collection is available both 
in 18k yellow gold and white gold 
The pieces are set with white dia- 
monds, combined with multicol- 
ored precious and semiprecious 
stones like sapphires, emeralds, 
amethyst, topaz, onyx, citrine, cal- 
cite, peridot. 

“This isn't a new thing that 
we're adapting,” Katigbak said. 
“Bulgari has been using semi- 
precious stones for a long time." 

For the Philippine market, 22 
designs will be available from the 
collection, with prices ranging 
from P300,000 to P4 million. 


ENTWINED 


DAISY Bangle 


Bangle 


JEWELRY ARTIST KRISTINE DEE OPENS 
today her latest exhibit, “Emotions,” at E 
Gallery in Serendra, Fort Bonifacio Global 
City. 

The show, which ends Nox 26, is for the 
benefit of the children of Bantay Bata 163. 

It will feature jewelry pieces inspired by 
drawings done by children in Bantay Bata's 
Children’s Village in Bulacan. 

The children were rescued from abusive 
homes and provided shelter by ABS-CBN 
Foundation Inc. 

Dee said she was inspired by the “hope in 
the Bantay Bata children’s eyes” when she 
asked them to draw their dreams. She said 
she was particularly moved by the chil- 
dren's thoughts and innocence. 

"[Many] of them drew houses. I guess 
they are all dreaming of happy homes," Dee 
said. 

The designs constitute Dee's new 
"Dreams" collection. One of the pieces i 
the collection is the Cherrj Mae bangle. 
The white-and-yellow gold piece has rect- 
angular blocks resembling windows and 
doors. 

Also featured in the exhibit are Dee's lat- 


er a. _ 
KRISTINE Dee in her studio making each 
piece by hand 


est designs for her signature "Boxes," 
"Daisy" "Entwined" and "Knotted" series. 

Dee has a Master's Degree in Industrial 
Design from Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, 
New York, where she also studied jewelry- 
making. 

She had her first solo jewelry exhibit, 
"Metals in Motion," in 2003. It featured 
moveable gem stones like pearls and crys- 
tals set in silver and gold with functional 
geometric designs. 


CHERRY Mae 
Houses Earrings 


The artist said her jewelry combined in- 
dustrial design and jewelry-making princi- 
les. 
PS pay special attention to che function, 
form, aesthetics and production details of 
every piece I design... I also put great im- 
portance to proportion, clever connections, 
tension and movement.” 
Dee's handmade jewelry pieces are made 
of white, yellow and rose gold (0917- 
8808787, 0922-8511352, 0922-8511354). 
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Stylishly versatile 


MEG USHERS IN THE HOLIDAY 
season with a collection of stylish- 
ly versatile pieces to suit a chic 
Woman's wardrobe. Staying true 
to the brand’s sophisticated take 
on Orient-influenced designs, Meg 
modernizes basic pieces and intro- 
duces a well-imagined assortment 
of jackets, blazers, skirts and 
dresses. 

Basic pieces that include cotton short- 
sleeve button-down shirts are updated 
with a vibrant palette of color and quirky 
prints. Smart casual tops, on .the other 
hand, are fabricated in high gloss satin and 


the collection while fabrics are kept very 
practical with wools and cotton: 

Jackets also get a delightful twist. Cut 
short on the sleeves and detailed by roman- 
tic trims, rich brown and teal velvet zip-up 
Jackets make for a smart yet chic layer. 
Moreover, basic pinstriped blazers get an 
Asian-inspired makeover with loose 
sleeves reminiscent of the Japanese ki- 
mono. 

Finally, Meg introduces a varied range of. 
smock dresses. These chic dresses are fabri- 
cated in pique and linen-mixed cotton and 
dipped in whites, neutrals, pastels and jew- 
eltones. 

Meg stores are at Alabang Town Center, 
Glorietta 1, Greenhills Theatre Mall, Land- 


finished with feminine details such as play- mark, Market! Marketl, Robinson's Galle- VELVET BEAUTIFUL: 

ful bows, puffed sleeves and sashes. ria, Robinson's Place Manila, SM South- Jacket with smock 
Conservative skirts are played up with mall, SM San Lazaro, SM Dasmariñas, : "mantic dress 

‘whimsical patterns such as butterfly prints, Eastwood City Tiendesitas, and TriNoma, ` Wists make 

florals and, for the more corporate kind, For information e-mail info@megcloth- ; fOr luxe 

narrow pinstripes. Silhouettes are also оп. ingcom or visit the Meg website at . layering. 

trend, Pencil skirts and A-ines dominate www.megelothing.com i 
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Discover the beauty of whiter, firmer skin. 


PORTIA ELEENE LEUTERIO 
presents what she calls her 
Fancy-fun Collection of bead 
jewelry at the Urban Bazaar to- 
day from 12 noon to 9 p.m. and 
on Nov. 17 and 18, 10 a.m.- 
9 p.m. at the Rockwell Tent. 

Gift certificates for her beading and 
packaging classes at the House of En- 
dearments are available for giving this 
Christmas. 

On Dec. 1 and 2, Portia will be at 
Rockwell's Archaeology area to tickle 
your imagination with her creative 
holiday gift-packaging. She will be 
Joined by some of her students. 

On Dec. 8 and 9, she will feature 
some of her beading modules together 
with a few of her students’ creative 
beadwork as a preview of her forth 
coming workshops. 


white & firm 


Gluta White & Firm is an intensive skin 

whitening and firming system created to 

redefine the shape of what face and body 

care can be. With the premier strength of 

the world’s most effective skin whitener, 

Glutathione plus Clair Blanche for superior 

whitening action, with firming elements of 

L-Carnitine and Lipofirm, revitalizes your 

skin, exposing the most desirable radiance 

and well-sculpted look. Gluta White & Firm 

comes in soap, lotion, facial wash, facial 

cream; pressed powder, deodorant & Tp 
anti-perspirant, and oral capsules. SUD 


whtens sin n 2 weoks 


Be Desired. Be White. Be Firm. 


РТР 


Available іг all leading supermarkets, departmen es and drugstores nationwide. For more information, please call 817.3303. 
" Philippine 
{ Fashion 


Gluta White & Firm comes out in style as the Co-Presenter of the 2007 Philippine Fashion 
A J Awards 


Awards at the Grand Atrium of Orosa Wing, Robinsons Manila on November 23 and 24, 2007. 
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Comfort 
for the 
sole 


SHOE BRAND NATURALIZERS LONG- 
standing commitment to ease and style 
makes ita fitting choice for today's woman- 
on-the-go. Founded in 1927, the brand was 
built around the idea of combining the 
comfort of sensible footwear with the play- 
fulness of current fashions. 

Style has definitely evolved, but not com- 
fort. Ask any woman who's kicked it up all 
night in her new strappy heels only to pay a 
painful price the following day. No such 
sacrifice with Naturalizer's Evadale sandal, 
the elastic slingback of which hugs every 
step while providing a smooth line to the 
foot. Functional for a long day in the office, 
this covetous sandal's matte red color also 
makes it perfect for partying all night. 

For those days when you just have to get 
your way, there's nothing like putting on a 
pair of classic, stacked-heel pumps: Felicia's 
sleek seam details and pointed toe undeni- 
ably means business. 

Make a stand in Crowley, the leather lin- 
ing of which couches your tootsies in luxu- 
rious comfort. Fine leather and elasticized 
straps fit just so to move with you and not 
against you. 

‘The lovely Blossom, crafted from breath- 
able canvas and smooth leather, is a more 
streamlined take on that '70s icon, the 


wedge. Its decorative stitching and round- 
ed toe makes it perfect for walking down 
A the boardwalk in any one of this year’s fircy 

ZO E 10 shire dresses, 


So whether you're out on the prowl or 
hanging with some friends, dancing all 
night or getting the job done, taking a walk 
Its a brand new start to à better life at Robinsons Supermarket! Rif d сша гыры 

Naturalizer is at Shangri-La Plaza Mall, 
Power Plant Mall, Rockwell Center, Gloriet- 
ta 4 Ayala Center, Alabang Town Center, 
TriNoma, Gateway Mall, Araneta Cent 
Robinsons Galleria, Robinsons Place Mani: 
la, SM Mall of Asia Bldg. B, SM Megamall, 
SM City Cebu, Ayala Center Cebu, SM City 
Davao, SM City Cagayan de Oro. 
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Eat Well 
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aan Cv LU SE gie Nodes oN 
rane Ca sa Como soe MU Ba una Laguna 
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PURPLE 
iridescent 
dress with 
puffed sleeves 


Я БЕ ? PEWTER sleeveless bareback top 
THE LITTLE blackdressupdated BLUE halter top with black stones with ruched neckline worn with 
with beadworks and black pants 


November 24,207, 


e ©ТАңйктон=З 3 EC UO 


iu cm TGY104 Td SAM, LGN152 RSDL LOT 
PALMRIDGI INTE SOUTHPOINT 
PHI SUBDIVISION Cabuyao & Sta. Rosa, Laguna 


(wi view of TAAL Lake & TAAL Volcano) (Beside Mapua-Malayan University) 


FLOOR AREA MIN. BID PRICE LOT AREA MIN. BID PRICE 
362 sqm. 651,600 480 sqm. 419,905 
511 sqm. 919,800 187 sqm. 436,234 
527 sqm. 948,600 226 sqm. 527,214 
529 sqm. 952,200 343 sqm. 810,152 
614 sqm. 1,105; 200 | 374 sqm. 872,469. 


FOR DETAILS, CALL THE PROPERTY FORUM PHILS., MONDAY TO SUNDAY, 7:AM TO 7:PM 

TEL. NOS.: (02) 534-9686 / (02) 534-9725 CELLPHONE NO.: 0919-5649933 

bor rd IE DU E PELA ones Doves pd 
ped EE EI 


AT SM, FOUR 
dominant fashion 
trends add sparkle 
and elegance to hol- 
iday dressing. 

The Lite Black 
Dress' latest incar- 
nation is either sub- 
tle and sophisticat- 
ed with touches of 
lace and beadwork, 
or fab with bejew- 
eled collars. 

Merry Metallics 
have that unmistak- 
able shine in gold, 
silver, pewter, and 
bronze ` tops and 
dresses. 

If you prefer to > 
wear more color this = 5 
Christmas, these al- H d і t t f h 
Sms aen at Î How do I get out of here? 
cent fabrics in red, 
purple, lime and , 
green. 

The Color Purple 


is a cool and regal | á Your greatest candid photo 


The New 
iPod Nano, ! 
yours for 
FREE! 


Get a BDO Gold 
choice. Todays iri- MasterCard and 
descent _ touches 

give it a softer, more 


get a FREE 
deli look. и 
оар Jewels Apple iPod Nano 


о captured іп a small camera |ji ^99 


joyous spark this 
season. E ] y 
There's a treasure. Diane desee somme 


trove of sequins, | Mte 
beadwork, and. se- ma 

mk precious stones screen... waiting for you to | үе 
sprinkled on the col- 

lar ice of © 1 Apply Now! Call 
Whether its for ] 631-8000 or 
an intimate dinner, . H H а . 4 -10- 

high-profile corpo - | Free it. Display it. Let it Live. одо 
rate event or simple A (Domestic Toll-Free) 
gathering with fam- 


iy and friends, j or visit the nearest 
stand out with the BDO branch or 
styles of the season 
from SM. BDO On-site outlet. 

Available at the 
Ladies Wear Depart- 
ment of selected SM E | $° See posters and flyers 
stores. > = for details 

: j Promo period: 

October 22, 2007 to 
March 22, 2008, 
Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 
5260 Series of 2007. 
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We find ways 


Print it. KodakExpress / 


ital Solutions 


BRONZE metallic 
top with balloon 


sleeves and bow belt Log on to www.kodakexpress.com for more information on digital services. 
accent with black 


skinny jeans 
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3 TFA — 
NOKIA'S William Hamilton Whyte, French 
Embassy’s Carolle Lucas, Louis Vergeon and 
Angelique Repapis 


LAWYER Mark Gorriceta, Carrie Dison-Gorriceta, 


RUSTAN'S Rico Tantoco, real-estate taipan 
Dr. Techie Layson, and Pauline and Gus Banusing 


Andrew Tan, and former HSBC boss Warren 
Manning and wife jullie M. 


JOSE Concepcion, Mia Tambunting and husband 
and Mari i 


GIANNA Montinola with constant escort Mon 
Paterno, lawyer Katrina Legarda and Anton 
Mendoza 


\ 


EDOUARD Garcia with Vicky and Gov. Joe 
Zubiri 


DR. ELENITA Binay and Makati Mayor 
Jejomar Binay 


EXT TO THE NEW YEAR'S BASH, 
the grandest ball of the year as far 
as I'm concerned is the Philippine 

Tatler Ball, dahlings. 

Over 560 members of Cosmo Manille’s 
alta sociedad joined the country's premier 
lifestyle publication as it celebrated anoth- 
eryear of elegant yet relentless coverage of 
our nation's elite. 

The creative genius of Rustan's Com- 
mercial Corp.’s Nene Vargas Tantoco and 
her team matched with that of popular 
florist Robert Blancaflor to transform 
the mezzanine lobby, foyer and Rizal Ball- 
room of the Makati Shangri-La into an ab- 
solutely chi-chi garden. 

‘As one walked into the ballroom, which 
was draped in champagne organza, 18 
chandeliers suspended from various 
points of the ceiling immediately set the 
tone for an extraordinary evening. 


EDIE Mackenzie with close pals Lina Mohindar and husband Dr. Boya Mohindar, who both jetted from Hong Kong for 


Aprés the elbow-to-elbow cocktails іп the affair, Evelyn Forbes and Arnold Mackenzie 


the mezzanine lobby, where 
women in fabulous gowns and 


jewelry congregated, we moved WITHOUT 


to the ballroom where the invi- 
tees feasted on the gourmet 
menu prepared by Makati 
Shangri-La’s talented chefs. 

In her speech, brilliant Tatler 
managing director Irene Mar- 
tel Francisco expressed her 
thanks to the magazine's part- 
ners for making the dream 
evening a reality. 

These were Nokia, represent- 
ed by William Hamilton Whyte; HSBC, 
led by Mark Watkinson; Mercedes-Benz 
and its president, Felix Ang; and Landco 
as represented by Alby Xerez Burgos. 

Francisco didn’t forget to thank Emer- 
son Yao of Lucerne and Makati Shangri- 
La's hotshot GM Greg Dogan, and the ho- 
tel's hottest asset, natch, Joy Wassmer. 


Charity ball 

As many people know by now, the hall- 
mark of the Philippine Tatler has been to 
use its resources to touch lives and make a 
tangible difference whenever possible. It 
has become a tradition for the mag to se- 
lect a beneficiary that will receive funds 
raised during the annual ball. 

This year's beneficiary is Gawad Kalin- 
ga, and the goal of the ball was to raise 
enough funds to help it build a village of 
at least 30 houses at P75,000 per unit. 
Starting off the fundraising, Tatler donat- 
ed money enough to build 10 homes. 

An auction was held courtesy of 
Lucerne and hosted by Johnny Litton and 
Tessa Prieto-Valdes. 

The first lot featured a limited-edition 
Vertu phone, which was won by young 
businessman and art connoisseur Patrick 
Reyno. 

Next was an IWC watch with the map of 
the Philippines engraved on its backside. 
People eagerly bidded for this item which 
was eventually won by real estate taipan 
Andrew Tan. 

The auction exceeded everyone's ex- 
pectations as it was able to raise 
P3,002,500 that night. That means 40 
homes can be built at the GK Friends of 
the Philippine Tatler Village in Bagong 
Silang, Caloocan City. Yes, palanggas, this 
is definitely a ball that gives back! 


BATTING 


Powerful performance 

Fabulous divas Bituin Escalante, May 
Bayot and Isay Alvarez sang excerpts 
from the “Dreamgirls,” sending the ultra- 
chic crowd on their feet to give the fantas- 
tic singers a five-minute standing ovation 
for their powerhouse performance. 

The most anticipated part of the 
evening was the annual Tatler awards to 
top achievers. Hosting this portion was 
Anton San Diego, super-dedicated editor 
in chief, and his best friend, stunning 
Pops Fernandez. 

Francisco and well-respected and dash- 
ing Edipresse Айа CEO Barrie 
Goodridge handed out the crystal 
plaques to the awardees. 

The Pinnacle Award, a lifetime achieve- 
ment award, went to Jose Concepcion 
Jr, who received am elegant Bulgari 
Solotempo watch. 

The Most Eminent Couple Award went 
to our very own palanggas Alex Prieto 
and Marixi Rufino Prieto. They got a 
beautiful sofa from Furnitalia and round- 


AN EYELASH 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 
spen 


trip business-class tickets to Hong Kong 
on Cathay Pacific. 

‘The Most Charitable Force Award was 
given to Gawad Kalinga's Tony Meloto, 
‘who received a Nokia E51 phone. 

The Most Distinguished Lady Award 
j| was given to la simpatico and mega civic 
d leader Vicky Garchitorena, who received 

a pearl bracelet from Hoseki and a St. 
John suit. 


Other awards 

The Most Creative Force Award was 
` given to architect Ramon Antonio, who 
received a Hugo Boss suit and a weekend 
Î for eight people at Punta Fuego with 
ЫШ transportation provided by Mercedes- 
4j Benz. Accommodations and food were 

courtesy of Landco. 

The Bon Vivant Award went to Maurice 
Arcache, (as in, moi), and let me tell you, 
this really caught me totally by surprised. 

1 jumped on stage, had no speech pre- 
pared and blasted out on the microphone. 
Some of what I said were unprintable, ex- 
cept thé part where I thanked my pals, 
Irene and Anton, who had lied by assur- 
ing me that there would be ло Bon Vivant 
Award this year. 

1 also thanked my father, who had con- 
stantly nagged my mother for allegedly 
spoiling me rotten, and my dear mother 
who never listened to him and continued 
to spoil me up to her last days on earth. 

Moi received a fantastic Philip Stein 
watch and a case of Veuve Clicquot cham- 
pagne. 

Next was the Most Stylish Lady Award 
which went to classy Celine Lopez, who 
received a Louie Vuitton bag and a week- 
end at the new chi-chi spa of Edsa 
Shangri-La. 

The last award of the evening was the 
Most Promising Lady Award, which went 
to the youngest recipient, the stunningly 
gorgeous Georgina Wilson, who received 
a Tod’s leather bag and a stylish Nokia 
6500 phone. 

Après the awards segment, it was time 
to rock and roll, and the elite invitees did 
just thar to the popular tunes of the Spirit 
of '67. They rocked the floor till past 2:30 
a.m., when the band gave up and the 
guests had passed out due to exhaustion. 

Yes, palanggas, it was truly an elegant 
evening of fun and caring from the exclu- 
sive set that had accomplished much in 
return 


Zedrick Sefieres and Nonoy Ybiernas 
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Fabulous fit 


ALL OVER THE WORLD, WOMEN'S 
search for that elusive perfect bra contin- 
ues—one that offers a fabulous fit, extreme 
comfort, and a smooth look that cuts a fine 
silhouette and completely evens out every 
area. A bra that doesn't press into the skin 
to reveal unsightly bulges, and mind you, 
even slim women can fall victims to this 
fashion faux pas! 

Maidenform, a leader and innovator in the 


inner wear industry introduces the Smooth 
Bra which uses laminated microfiber two-way 
stretch foam cups and side wings, a patented 
technology designed to achieve smooth shap- 
ing under clothes while preventing unsightly 
back rolls and bulges. 

Like other Maidenform products, the 
‘Smooth Bra is guaranteed to provide superior 
fit, flexibility and comfort, The collection 


‘Smooth Bra Demi has a fused wire channel 
and is tag-free. The Smooth Bra Push-up has 
all the excellent features of the demi plus a 
push-up bump pad to enhance cleavage while 
providing natural lift and shape, Both styles are. 
available in black, body beige, and almond. 

Distributed by Rustan Marketing Corpo- 
ration, Maidenform's Smooth Bra is avail- 
able at all leading department stores na- 
tionwide. 


‘comes in two styles, a demi and a push-up. The 


CINDERELLA HAS 
prepared gorgeous, 
glitzy and glam- 
orous looks for the 
season that can go 
from day to night, 
be it for men or 
‘women. 

Find the perfect 
dress paired with 
Jewel-encrusted 
stilettos, or that de- 
tailed suit with 
matching Че for 
those endless holi- 
day affairs. Also 
check out the sea- 
son's accessories 
from women’s 
patent bags, round- 
toe pumps, and Es B B UL 
longlayered chain | ATE mE ad. - =, 
necklaces to men’s z ت‎ 
wallets, neckties, 
watches, and cuff 
links. 

Women will love Cinderella's 
dresses, from casual and cock- 
tail ensembles to elegant 
evening wear. Enjoy jeweled 
tops and silver gray dresses put 
together with the perfect 
clutch bag, plus casual knit 
dresses with electric pleat de- 
tails. Warm them up with cardi- 
gans that are perfect for those 
chilly days and nights, easily 
layered with your fave tee, 
dark blue skinny denims and 


C-WOMEN 
belted ршн 
sleeve dress 


| ale 


МӘГ 
NOTE LE 


round-toe flats. 
Lastly have a ball with a 
wide ^ range of long 


‘gowns—from ruby reds, mid- 
night blue, chartreuse, and x 


HYPER 


burnt orange to pale blush, 
shimmery silver, traditional 
white and classic black. 

The men’s collection has x 
long-sleeved polo tops to prep- ч 1 


ру polo shirts, plus carefully Ss 
[Em 
ATU 
[АШ Ww 


MARKET 


constructed pieces such as gn 
ATIC 


coats, dress pants and tops. 
Think dramatic stripes, silk 
neckties and high- 
ESTRELLITA C. LASCANO 
PROJECT 8, QUEZON CITY 
(SEPTEMBER MILLIONAIRE) 


quality cotton dress 
shirts that can be 
used both in the of- 
fice and for nightly 
socials. 

Cinderella is lo- 
cated in Glorietta 3, 
SM Mega Mall, Ala- 
bang Town Center, 
SM North Edsa, 
Robinson's Ermita 
Midtown, Ayala Tri- 
noma, SM Mall of 
Asia, Festival Mall, 
SM Southmall, 
татай, Sta. Lucia, 
SM Fairview, SM 
Manila, SM San 
Lazaro, SM Lipa, 
and SM Clark. 
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Аман Hou 


Come visit us. We are launching a very special showroom. 
PIERRE Cardin blue short- 
‘sleeve shirt, black bomber 
jacket with zipper detalland, 
flat-front executive slacks © 


‘Superbly presented over multiple floors, we Invite you to discover the latest Inno- 
vative highlights: Individually concelved lifestyle modules, in-house test bath- 
rooms, Internationally award-winning products, beautiful bathroom ranges, 
Sophisticated shower experiences, practical and attractive kitchen appliances. 


KUYSEN 


ENTERPRISES,INC. | 


We can give your home the WOW factor. 


клр: BATHROOM . KITCHEN . HEATING TILES 


"Bg. Don Manus, near comer D,Tuszop, Quezon DIY 
Mero Manila, Philppines 
"Ts (6321407809 Far (1637405289 
Emails com 
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HACEKA 
C kii Frattini 
PIERRE Cardin three- 


button suit and 
geometric print-tie 
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LM... ) Lavish Lacroix turns 
VMVSKIN RESEARCHCENTRE + CLINICS | fashion curator 


Ө PARIS—CHRISTIAN LACROIX, skin jacket stands by a гей- 
Just as best hospital care comes from arguably the most extravagant Spotted Schiaparelli evening 


" Р " couturier in Paris, never intend- coat from 1939 and a 1940 
hospitals with teaching programs, the ed to be a fashion designer. His Lanvin gown in black and 


; dreamwastobeamuseumcure. white spots. 
best, most advanced dermatological tor, a wish that finally came true There are groups of dresses in 


ini via a breathtaking walk through spots, stripes, checks, lames, 
care comes from clinics that are also two centuries of fashion. flowery patterns, netting or 


med Forthepastcoupleofyears, patchwork. Gathered together 
teaching + research centres. And laser Lacroix, 56, spent most of his Бу color, fabric, style or inspira- 
centres. And that have some of the Friday mornings picking tion, the exhibition highlights 
through 80,000 items of how fashion constantly rein- 
best-trained, most published doctors. clothing old and new stocked vents itself, said co-curator 
at France's Decorative Arts Olivier Saillard. 
And that have the newest technology, | MuseumnextdoortotheLou Christian Lacroix isomeone 
- Т ы = vre. whose work is inspired by histo- 
products + machines. And if you think To mark the 20th anniversary ry and shows fashions coming 
А x ” ka of his own couture house this around over and over again,” 
that's all that we've got, give us a visit. year, the museum had offereda said Saillard. 
show of his own fanciful lavish Р 
Prepare to be wowed. designs. But Lacroix declined, Dramatic designs 
| ‘A self-promoting retrospec- Celebrated for his exuber- 
tive would have been a bit vul- ant swathes of lace and em- 
gar,” he told AFP. broidery, and patchworks of 
The only Ybeam Perfecta = 2 wanted xo show that шу fabrics im vibrant colors, 
б i "up" work is based on the wealth of , Lacroix hit the ааа 20 
^ р [i museums such as this one." years ago with dramatic de- 
in the cou miry IS in VSRC a Obsessed with costume since signs inspired by the cos- 
м И Am э гЗ ЬЕ the age of six, and a dedicated tumes of his native Arles in 
This uniquely powerful yet 1 . 3 history ат student who the south of France, and the 
3 2 ^ ? d nonetheless failed Frances Camargue, with its gypsies 
skin-safe laser adresses: f м : l tough museum curator exams, and bullfighters. 
7 Lacroix narrowed down his _ Butwhile his roots remain an 


" à 1 А T I = 4 Я choice of clothes to 1,400 then inspiration, he is known more 
Wrinkles + Skin Rejuvenation • Pigmen- A Р S00 “of the most inspicing items than any other of the great 


5 E E i i - French s for harki 
tations, Melasma, Freckles, Sun Spots, | ee S d fexus the biso ЫЫ Lon be history oeaiei 


Rosacea » Acne » Facial + Leg Veins ° At the show; titled “Christian his stunning fashion collec- 


Lacroix, Histoires de Mode” tions. 


it i o 2 (Fashion Stories) and running Along with dresses from the 
Angiomas + Hemangiomas Warts ° FEM until April 20 next year, a final 18th and 19th centuries, the 


ý T £ E 400 dresses, capes, coats and show features Lacroix contem- 
Scars + Stretch Marks e Other Stub t ч 400 атте аре, кон ud Se nals WI Ye 
born Skin Conditions... century are displayed іп coun- to, Comme des Garcons or Yves 

int to 90 emblematic de- Saint Laurent, alongside post- 
For more on this excellent laser and our other x ES signs from Lacroix’s own twice- War classics from Christian Dior 


2 ien 1, or Pierre Cardin as well е- 
expert services, please call 811 2449 or visit us at [| i Lm mr" ——p E паз 


G1-G2 117 C. Palanca Street, Legaspi Village, H 3 Iconic stripes Worth, Poiret and Jeanne Lan- 
Макай. ( MICROLAB „pu 3 E Alongside his iconic stripes vin. 

аы А ^ from 1987 hang striped bus- “There are not only the big 

ww w.vmvskincentre.cornm Е > tles and crinolines from the names but also anonymously- 

1860s, while a black-and- made clothing,” Lacroix said. 

white spotted 2001 number “The show is a hymn to Parisian 

worn with a red crocodile- couture.” AFP 


Asia Miles 


irl 


eben 


Earn miles everyday 
simply by shopping 
with your credit card. 
Just convert your points 
to Asia Miles and give 


your balance a boost. 


Want the miles? 
Carry the card. 
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HAVE YOU STARTED YOUR 
Christmas shopping? Here's a 
product list to help you in your 
gift-shopping. I based my list on 
the number of inquiries I got 
over the last few months. 

For the woman who can nev- 
er be white enough, you may 
want to check my list, which is 
topped of course by Glutathione 
aka whitening pills. This master 
antioxidant is present in every 
cell of our body and its critical 
depletion would literally lead 
us to the grave. 

Since it was discovered that 
glutathione’s main side effect 
when taken internally in large 
doses is blocking skin pigment 
from reaching the surface, caus- 
ing the skin to lighten notice- 
ably, its sales have soared in 
Asia. 

The fact that it is actually 
good for us is the only excuse 
we need to justify: We buy it for 
health reasons, not for vanity. 

But the problem is that the 
adequate dosage to make one 
whiter would cost between 
P2,500-P6,000. That would 
cover 30-60 tablets which are 
taken once or twice daily. 

‘There are two new brands in 
the market I have road-tested 
on very willing subjects; they 
have the right doses per cap- 
sule—of Glutathione at 500 mg, 
Vitamin C at 100 mg, and Alpha 
Lipoic Acid (ALA) at 50 mg—to 
make a noticeable dent for 
whiter skin after two months of 
use. 


Kinny Salas 


The two are Godiva's 
Glowthione, which is available 
at any Godiva skin station, and 
Snow Caps, at Watson's. At 
P1,500 a box or bottle, they are 
also the most reasonably priced 
among those Гуе tried. 

The two brands may be the 
perfect gift for the woman who 
wants her skin to be whiter but 
is horrified of needles via intra- 
venous liquid Glutathione 

‘ALA and Vitamin C help raise 
Glutathione levels in our body. 
Their presence enhances our 
immune system aside, of 
course, from speeding up the 
whitening process. 


Scent-gifts 

Also, you may consider fra- 
grances that can be worn all 
year round as gifts. 

Signature scents must be 
something one loves so much 
that one does not mind wearing 
them all year round. They must 
smell clean to make the humid 
summer refreshing, but sexy 
enough tomake heads turn dur- 
ing the holidays. 

My top picks: Elizabeth Ar- 
den’s Green Tea, LOccitane's 
Amande Blossom Dew, Clean 


Elizabeth Arden 


Mediterranean 


ELIZABETH ARDEN'S MEDI- 
terranean is a radiant, sen- 
sual, and captivating fra- 
grance combining succulent 
fruits and wild flowers with 
the warmth of creamy 
woods to reflect the rich tex- 
tures of a place steeped in 
beauty, character and sensu- 
ality. 

Inspired by the joie de 
vivre of daily life in Capri and 
Sardinia, its scent captivates 


the senses with a blend of 
sweet Peach Nectar Sorbet, 
Sicilian Mandarin and 
Damask Plum complemented 
with effervescent notes of 
Wisteria, Star Magnolia and 
Madagascar Orchid, and the 
intriguing allure of Sandal- 
wood, Blonde Woods, Fluid 
Skin Musk and Golden Am- 
ber. Mediterranean is a truly 
modern expression of 
sparkling radiance. 


KIEHL'S Peppermint liquid soap, 
Antiperspirant and Deo Cream, 
and Lavender Foaming Sea Salt 
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GODIVA Glowthione 


Classic and Mare Jacob's Daisy. 
For preteens and tweens, Lewis 
and Pearl Colognes are recom- 
mended. They are an understat- 
ed version of mom and dad's 
fragrances. 

My hands-down favorite is 
Happy, which does not smell 


The fragrance is presented 
in a stunning oval-shaped 
cerulean blue weighted glass 
and a hammered sliver cap, an 
expression of elegant femi- 
nine beauty. 

Exclusively distributed by 
Rustan Marketing Corp., Eliza- 
beth Arden's Mediterranean is 
available in leading depart- 
ment stores at EDP 100ml 
(P3,950), EDP 50ml (P3,250), , 
EDP 30ml (P2,550). 
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like Clinique's Happy but is re- 
ally pretty close to Prescriptives’ 


Calyx. 
Summer reminds me 


of the 


now phased-out Sunflower fra- 
grance by Elizabeth Arden. Oth- 


ег great scents are Cool 


Water, 


Ralph Cool and other lemony 
aquatic unisex scents such as 


Tommy Hilfiger. 
Fruity and citrus-like 


scents 


fit your budget and are readily 
available at grocery and drug- 
stores. Mom and dad can use 


them during sports or 
ends. 


Kiehl's 


week- 


The long wait is finally over! 
Kiehl's, the New York brand of 
bath and skincare products Юг 


men and women from 


12-60, 


has just opened its first bou- 
tique in the country at the pres- 


tigious Greenbelt 5. 


I saw men carrying around 
Kiehl's Lip Balm #1 to soothe LEWIS and Pearl Colognes 


chapped lips. 


The brands very no-non- The Antiperspirant and De- 
senseplainpackaginghasmade odorant cream (Р850) is un- 
it on bathroom counters and scented and keeps underarms 
showers of both sexes. Over the ` odorless and dry. I have discov- 
years it has proven thatits prod- ered it works for sweaty palms 
ucts deliver results, hence its aswell 


soaring sales figures. 


When Rare Earth Facial Mask 


Aside from the Lip Balm and (P1,350) is left on the face for 


Blue antacne line, I 
found new favorites: 


have 20 minutes before one rinses off 
to apply makeup, it keeps the 


Bye Alert is an eye gel thatbe-. greasies away so you look matte 
longs to the men's section, but! even in photos Left on 
found it very effective for coun- overnight, it treats problem ar- 
teracting puffy eyes when it is eas and prevents new zits from 


applied day and night. 
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MAKE UP FOR EVER HERALDS 
the holiday season with special 
kits that conjure glamour and 
style. Give away as dazzling 
gifts or keep as delightful per- 
sonal treats—these extraor- 
dinary trousse maquillage 
must not be missed this sea- 
son. 

Diamonds For Ever 
Kit — (P3,800)—Shine 
with Make Up For Ev- 
ers Diamond 
Shadow in di- 
amond white, 

> Diamond 
Powder in white 
gold, and Fascinat- 
ing Lip Gloss in Pearl 
Define the eyes with Water- 


cE RAAF TOIT 
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А 


VR 


proof Mascara and Aqua Eyes 
in jet black. All in a sleek black 
vanity bag that is easy to bring 
along to all the festivities this 
season. 

Aqua Essential Eyes Kit 
(P3,400)—The eyes have it, in 
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Peppermint Shower Liquid 
Body Cleanser (P900) soothes 
sore muscles and cools you off 
on a humid day. 

Super Thick — Volumizer 
(P1,200) is a big help to those 
with thin and flat hair. 

Kiehl's products are not 
cheap but visiting the Manila 
store beats traveling abroad 
‘and spending a lot just to get 
hold of them. 


E-mail the author at kin- 
nysalas@yahoo.com 


senis 


any season. Make Up For Ever 
creates a unique set of its popu- 
lar waterproof eye makeup that 
will define and enhance the 
eyes throughout the season's 
revelry. Aqua Eyes Waterproof 
Eyeliner Pencil in Turquoise, 
Waterproof Eye Liner in Black, 
Waterproof Lengthening Mas- 
cara, Eye Seal and Ѕеп Eyes. 

Other special kits include: 

Holiday Glamour КИ 
(P2,800)—Shine on Powder in 
Pink Porcelain, Lipstick in Par- 
ma Beige, Glossy Full, Star Pow- 
der in White with Mauve high- 
lights, Aqua Eyes in Light 
Brown perfect with a makeup 
pouch. 

Holiday Luxury Кї 
(P4,400)—Eye shadow in 
Espresso Matte, Mat Velvet + їп 
Porcelain, Lipstick Palette in 
Fresh, Star Powder in Iridescent 
Beige, Glossy Full and Water- 
proof Eye Liner in Black perfect 
with makeup pouch. 

Enjoy free personal consulta- 
tion plus a very special treat at 
Make Up For Ever. Receive cash 
coupons with minimum pur- 
chase. Call Make Up For Ever 
Shangri-La at 6385702 and SM 
The Block at 4420368. 


goo 
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1 AQUA Essential 
Eyes Kit 
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Armand CPrmmree 


Et Arend Primes 


ARMAND Dupree Eau de Cologne and cosmetic collection from Fuller Life. 


LIFESTYL 


where you want to look 
your most glamorous, 
Fuller Life Direct Selling (former- 
ly known as Sara Lee Direct Sell- 
ing) has a whole complement of 
makeup and perfume for you. 
Let your natural glow shine 
with daytime make-up of earthy 
lip glosses, eye shimmers and 
highlighters. The daytime set 
comes with an Eye Cream Pal- 
Jette in Nougat featuring 
creamy eye shadows with a nat- 
ural sheen, Lip Gloss in Deli- 
cious Kiss, and frosted Re- 
tractable Pencils that double in- 
to a lip liner or lipstick in Cop- 
perand Cascade. 
For cocktails and soirees at 


E OR THAT SPECIAL EVENT 


night, look fab and sultry with 
Armand Dupree makeup set. 
This features Eye Cream 
Palette in Lilac Freeze, Mas- 
cara with Vitamin E, Blush 
Stick, liquid lip shine in Desire 
and Coffee, Wine and Dreamy 
shades of frosted lip crayons 
(Retractable Pencil). 

Armand Dupree also has a col- 
lection of Perfect Stay Lipsticks 
that stays on your lips up to 12 
hours. 

These cosmetic products come 
with a new fragrance, Armand 
Dupree Special edition cologne, 
completes the collection. 

The Special edition cologne 
has a floral scent, and comes in a 
classic chic black 75 mL bottle. 


ARMAND 
Dupree 
cologne 


o" 
Armand 
Dupree 
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THE GOODY STYLING SOLU- 
tions Collection has the tools to 
help women create chic 
hairstyles for special occasions. 

For a sexy and sophisticated 
hairstyle, the So Mini brush can 
untangle and smoothen the 
frizz. When hair is completely 
dry, use a So Hot medium vent 
brush make big and loose curls 
to soften the look. 

The XL Hot round brush is 
best for creating big volume and 
fluffy curls when used with a 
blow dryer, For best results, use 
on lightly damp hair. 

To create soft waves with 


‘THE GOODY Styling 
Solutions Collection 


“disconnected texture,” set 
damp hair with magnetic 
rollers. 

When hair is dry, separate 
curls using your fingers. Add 
texture by tousling the hair 
closest to the scalp. Finish off by 
lightly brushing your curls with 
Goody So Natural purse brush 
made of 100-percent boar bris- 
tles that are gentle on the scalp. 

‘Also in the So Natural collec- 
tion are the cushion brush for 
pulling hair back into a pony- 
tail, paddle brush for long and 
thick tresses, and the large 
round brush to prevent flyaway. 

Achieve a polished look for 

short hair by using a Tourma- 

line Infused So Stylish 

brush. 

Switch to a paddle 

brush for volume 

and movement 

Apply pomade or 

Ў gel on strands of 

hair around the 

face to add definition. For 

bangs, use a So Gelous detan- 
gling comb fora natural finish. 


protector 
but not le: 
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SAINT HONORE 


MONTRÉ The Podium ISM The 
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We are giving away 
P2,000,000 shopping credits 


/ plus Samsung Home Theater Showcases 


to 2 lucky Cardholders! 


Samsung gadgets, appliances 
& entertainment systems will be raffled off every month! | 


Every P1,000 single receipt purchase on your 
Diners Club or Security Bank MasterCard automatically entitles 
you to one (1) raffle entry. 
Apply fora Card now and earn additional raffle entries. 


PROMO DURATION; OCTOBER 1, 2007 TO FEBRUARY 15,2008 


ES 


Ep 
PEQUIGNET 


MONTRE WATCH SHOES + RUSTANS SANGRIA 


December 


{2 winners) 


Swipe your way to bigger prizes. Keep using your Diners Club 


and Security Bank MasterCard! 


сш88-791-88 • 88-791-77 * 


See flyers for details. Per DTI - NCR Permit No. 4868 series of 2007 


for inquiries or card application 


A Wholly Oumed Sosy o security So 
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Special Holiday Sal 
ч ? 1 Š N 212 SEXY MEN, THE NEW FRAGRANCE BY 

й d > К Carolina Herrera is mysterious, seductive, 
yet infinitely subtle. It is for the man who 
exudes that rare combination of quiet con- 
fidence and seductive allure. He is elegant 
and sophisticated yet brimming with raw 
sensuality and roguish appeal. 

‘An extension of the hugely popular 212 
line which is inspired by the sensual energy 
of cosmopolitan New York, 212 Sexy Men is 
a spicy Oriental fragrance combining the 
citric freshness of Bergamot, Mandarin, 
and Ginger with calming essences of Gar- 
denia, Tonka Beans, and Cardamom; and a 
musky-woody finish of sandalwood, Vanilla 
Blossom, Musk and Gaiac Wood. 

212 Sexy Men's magnetized metallic bot- 
de in matte lilac reflects the fragrance's 
sensual and magnetic character. Exclusive- 
ly distributed by Rustan Marketing Corpo- 
ration, 212 Sexy Men by Carolina Herrera 
is available in leading department stores 
nationwide in SOml (P2,950) and 100ml 
(94,100). 
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KISS Design Nails offers beautiful nails in minutes. Wear them long or cut them short. 
For those with active lifestyles, glue them on and achieve the perfect manicure fit. 
Availabie at Rustan's Makati, Shangri-La and Watson's SM Mall of Asia. 


Take control of the age of your skin. 


Less Wrinkles. More Firmness. UV Protection. 
Your intensive anti-ageing care. 


REVITALIFT EE 


ANTI-WRINKLE + FIRMING CREAM 


1. Anti wrinkle action with Pao-Rennot A FORTE 
Anti-wrinkle efficiency noticed on 879% of women. 

(incl score on 38 women for fread wales afer 4 wees. 

2. Firming action with Fase Esm. 

Firmness efficiency noticed by 78% of women in 3 weeks. 


‘oto-eneton test on ST women 


З, New SPF 18: PRorecnow acanst UVA & UVB. 
To help prevent ageing and dark spots. 


REVITALIFT RAA 


pe = 


È FROM AGE 35, INTENSIVE ANTI-AGEING, SKINCARE 
= š زایا‎ АЫ ý 


LOREAL 


PARIS 


frm with your wrinkles!" 
Gone Li, Actress 42 yrs. old 


| 
H 
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“L'Oreal anti-wrinkle lines in 45 countries where В 
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For as low as P16,500 
a month 


The Belo Medical Group offers a number (EP 20 900s nth 
і with an 


| of relatively painless beauty procedures OUTDOOR JACUZZI 


iwi i downtime fe. FOR INQUIRIES CALL : 807 8405/8078414 OR 
j with very little orno Ыт: EMAIL: ЕБ САШ гот асосга 


BENE Pizza now, Pay later. 


BEFORE 


porami ^ s - se” Y 


By Alex Y. Vergara. 


RE YOU LOOKING FOR 
ways to give your face some 
lift before the holiday sea- 

son rolls in? You don't have to post- 

pone it for next year for fear of 
looking like Frankenstein's bride 
during the Yuletide ball. 

The Belo Medical Group, under the expe- 
rienced hands of Dr. Eloisa Buse, one of the 
company’s senior associates, offers a num- 
ber of relatively painless beauty procedures 
with very little or no downtime. 

Demand for BMG's so-c: 
procedures (treatments don 
so, even less) such as Fraxel, Ther 
Firm Plus and Myo-Lift continues to in- 
crease since they work for a good number 
of beauty junkies, who can now fit them in- 


to their crazy schedules. Li -] 
Ts more cosy md M aior Cre it ards 
often painful surgical facelifts, which result 
in telltale wounds and prolonged swelling, 

there's no need to hide in a cave for weeks 


в 

on end after undergoing any of these treat- B 

k now accepted for тооа aelive 
“You will know that they work once peo- 

ple start noticing and complimenting you 


on how bright and rested you look,” says 
Buse, who also does routine invasive proce- 


dures like botox, liposuction and Aptos 
Thread (also known as the “feather lift”). 
Of course, the results may not be as dra- 
matic compared to facelifts done under the 
knife. And except for Thermage, these se- t 
ries of one-hour, non-invasive procedures y А 
AYOUNGER G4 


If it's late, It's FREE! 


— for Metro manila only 


AFTER two sessions. 


ON SELECTED ITEMS 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


FINATAWAD NAV 51 GMA РА LANG 
ANG NAG PATAUAD, 


A diario novela by CARLO J. CAPARAS 


To have to held 


Art: ARNEL A. AVETRIA 
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IMPORTAN- 


NO! KUMPLETO 
TE LOVE MO 


RAW ANG PREAMS 

ISANG BABAE 

PÁG IKINASAL SA 
SIMBAHAN? 


TAYO SA CHURCH... 
IKINAKASAL, NA 
ASAWA NA KITA, 
JEN? AKIN NA 


d 
GAYANGANS SINABI ү Di BA NGA LAHAT 
CHARACTER МІ MICHAEL | NG BAHAY NG MGA 


SENATE E 
YOMITARIUM FARA 
KALIT KUMAIN SLA 
КЄ KUMAIN E HINDI 
SILA NABUBUSOG ? 


ITO? ISIP MO, 
ME AAGAW FA SA 
AKIN? Р/т АМР 
LAST KA! MY ONE 


ES 
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тм JUST DOING THIS UNTIL. 
1 SELL MY SCREENPLAY 


Ko SA IYO, 
К 


5: 
TSS 


PANGYAYARI EWAN 
KO, VATI, ANG TAPANG — 
TAPANG! ког NGAYON 
PARANG KINAKABAHAN 
NA Ако. NA n NA BAKA 
Biera Manila KA 


BY JERRY SCOTT 
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15 4 DWIDED N, ҮЛ 
2ME SENE 
INDL_NAKAIMIK 
51 JENNY. SA 
PAANO; MAGING 
SIYAY МАКАКА — 
RAMDAM NANG GA 
NOON, NA BAKA l- 
SANG ARAW,BIGLA 
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BY LYRA GARCELLANO 


LOVEKNOTS 


So WeULD Чоо 
CoNSIDeR Youg- 
SeLF HAPPY 
Тәрлч? 


PERSONALLY, I HINK HAPPI- T, 


Ness is OVERRATED. I 
ом UNDERSTAND WHY 
everyone's Desperate 


GLAD, SAD. I'S 
THe саме 
BANANA te Me. 


" 
оң, Love BANANAS! 
PetASSiUM MAKES 
me HAPPY! 


6 IBANG 
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YOURS HAS SPECIAL 
HEART-SHAPED EGGS! 


ACROSS 

1 Stand up to 

5 Regarding 

9 Swaliowed 

14 Judah's son 

15 Happy starter? 

16 Strong string 

17 Previously 
employed 
borers? 

20 Shoshone 

21 Past prime 

22 Closest 

23 Afternoon show 

25 "__ Justice for 
ar 

26 Calendar unit 

27 IRS month 

29 Bargain 
basement 
event 

33 Cravat 

36 Bayswater 
baby bugay 

37 Highest amt 

38 Dessert 

ton? 

42 Online hilarity 

43 Lead-in to 
Easter 

44 Police raids 

аз Did the craw 

41 Historical 


bri 

49 Сце t) 

51 Honduran 
celebrations 

55 50-50 

59 Bus. abbr. 

60 Wrath 

61 Erie, compared 
1o Huron 

64 Remove knots 

65 Gold-coated 

66 Parched 

67 First president 
of the AFL-CIO 

68 Soft drink 

69 Quite a few 


DOWN 

7 Fe-Fi follow-up 

2 Actress Ekberg 

3 Wedge-shaped 
mark 

4 Vane heading. 

5 Welsh designer 
Laura 


YOU BORN TODAY: Yov're a natural director or executive. You get things 
бопе through the efforts of others. You're highly individualistic: never- 
theless, you always win others over with your charm and talent. Its im- 
portant ог you to find the right Me partner. Your year ahead is exciting 
because you're beginning a new cycle in your Ме. Open any door! Your 
Weis about to take off in a new direction. 

Birthdate of: Diana Krall, singer, Marg Helgenberger, actress; Miguel 


Ву Norma Steinberg 
‘San Francisco, CA 


6 Playground 
208 
7 Cigarete 
Ed 
в os 
Hm 
10 Oscar and Tony 
T Prong 
12 Cus sron 
Fannie home 
1 Give Good 
19 Mer 
ro 
24 Sive? screen 


31 Cale au __ 

32 Former 
spouses 

33 Plercing tools 

34 Display 

35 Pepsi product 

36 Marina 
Structure. 

39 Promise 

40 Express 
dissent 


880 
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46 Comic Short 
48 Party punch? 
50 1955-76 

Chicago mayor 
51 Actress Sally 
52 Small crown 
53 Alan or Adam 
54 Dilapidated 


55 Grad 

56 Climbing plant 

57 Jazz singer 
James 


63 Fg from the 


Sandoval, actor. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
April 19): This is an 
cellent day to si 
down with partners 
and resource people 
to make long-range plans about 
the care of chidren, vacations or 
howto share something. You want 
practical solutions. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): What a won- 
dedi day 10 tak to 
others in oder to sohe 

problems related to your job or your 

home and family. You're seeking 
long-range, pracical answers. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
Запе 20}: s easy for 


CANCER (June 21 to 
duy 22y You're in a 


‘world and the hosptalty industry. 
LED (July 23 to Aug. 


helpful. You have nothing іо lose by. 


= 
6 —- 
Ec 
MAE 
diligently to complete something. 


VIRGO (jug. 23 lo 
Sept. 22: Your focus 
‘and concentration are 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 
Oct. 22k Trust your 
moneymaking ides 
today. You domt want 
to waste money 

You're more concerned with having 

a good valve in the future. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nou. 21): This san ex- 
степ day to look 
around you wih a crit- 
cal eye and see what 

needs to be xed, repaired or attend- 

өй o. You're conscious of the taws 
around you right now. 


мӣ benefit you today. You might be 
‘he cider person, ог you might be. 
the one receiving the good advice. 


‘AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18р This is an ex- 
olent day 10 perform 
mental tasks. Discus- 

Sons wih bosses, parents. and 

teachers wil be serius but useful 

You're oniy interested in practical 

solutions. 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): You're in 
The mo io kam 
Something. And better 
yet, you have the pa- 
tience and diigence to folow de- 
‘aed procedures. 


Difficulty Level Ж Ж Ж Ж 


HOW TO PLAY 
‘SUDOKU 


Fill the grid so that every 
column, every row and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 
1109. 

Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 
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INDUCTION OF OFFICERS ERE 

President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo inducted into office recently in Malacañang the officers and directors for 2007-2009 of the National (еттт 

Council of Women of the Philippines (NCWP). The inductees were lead by Dr. Amelou B. Reyes, president (to the President's right); and Dr. | тш 19 iil iuaeom 

Helena Z. Benitez (to the President's left), adviser emeritus. Others in photo are (from left) Peny Arltoncel governor for Region IV; Josephine. Galeri Ki 

Parilla, auditor; Erlinda Chincuanco, PRO; Josefina Parilla, secretary; Rosario Villar, assistant treasurer; Dr. Cecilia Dy, vice president for al 

Luzon; Myrna Yao, past NCWP president; Dr. Amelita Go, VP at-large; Imelda Gomez, VP for NCR; Dr. Teresita Quirmo, treasurer; Josephine 8 

Gavlola and Encarnacion Raralio, institutional directors representing the Catholic Women's League and Philippine Women's University, 

respectively. [OIN M ў 


3-day pre-Christmas sale 


TEAK FURNITURE 


three-day pre-Christmas Sale Nov. 16-18. Dis- 
‘counts of up to 50 percent are offered on se- 
lected items by over 600 stores. Festival Su- 
permal in Filicity, Alabang is a leading shop- 
ping, dining, amusement and entertainment 
destination south of Metro Manila, Mall hours 
are 10 a.m.-9 p.m. (850-3514, www.festival- 
supermall.com). 


CHARITY SHOW. CRIBS Foundation, Ino. is 
presenting Repertory Philippines’ “Fiddler On 
the Roof" Nov. 17, 8 p.m., at Onstage Green- 
belt, Makati. The fund-raising show is co-pre- 
sented by the Phinma Group, Del Monte and 
Rustan's. It is also supported by STI, Aboitiz 
One, Philamlife and SAFI-UFC, as well as Bis- 
сот, Inc.; Roxas Holdings; Probe TV; Victory 
Liner, Inc.; Meralco, Hapag-Asa, Lufthansa 
German Airlines and Banco de Oro. Cribs was 
founded in 1974 by two Lutheran missionaries 
entrusted with the care of abandoned babies. 
As a nongovernment organization it seeks to 
create a loving home environment for aban- 
doned and surrendered children, as well as 
sexually abused young girls. 


TREEBARK ART. Loreta Medina, writer and vi- 
sual artist, is showing 20 paintings and pho- 
tographs of images she finds on the trunk of 
trees. Titled "Puno't Dulo: The Secret Life of 
Trees," the treebark art exhibit is ongoing until 
Nov. 17 at The Alcove Gallery of the Filipinas 
Heritage Library on Makati Avenue. 


ANNIVERSARY. THE UP-PGH School of Nurs- 
Ing Class 1952 is celebrating its 55th anniver- 
sary on Dec. 8 at the Century Park Hotel, Ermi- 
ta, Manila, The celebration Is part of the annual 
homecoming of the UP Nursing Alumni Asso- 
ciation. The whole day affair will start with a 
Mass at 8 a.m. Сай 7218871, 6418272 or the 
UP-PGH Nursing Alumni Association at 
5210009. 


HOMECOMING. Immaculate Conception 
‘Academy Greenhills holds an alumni home- 
coming dubbed "Slice of Life," Nov. 17. High- 
lights of the special event include musical 
show and raffle promo. Сай 8402573 for de- 
tails. 


INTERNATIONAL BAZAARS. Zonta Manila |, 
the first Zonta club to be established in the 
Philippines and in Asia, is holding two interna- 
tional bazaars to raise funds for its Gawad 
Kalinga and nutrition, health, livelihood and 
scholarship projects. The first bazaar will be 
held Nov. 18, 8 a.m.-8 p.m., at the ballroom of 
the Renaissance Hotel. On Dec. 9, 8 a.m.-8 
p-m., another bazaar will be held at the Hotel 
Intercontinental. This year's special features 
are home decor from Italy, fragrances from 
France, bed and bath products from the United 
States, silk wear from India, and holiday 
clothes and accessories from Bangkok, Hong 
Kong and Korea (8070657, 8509147 or 
8428342; fax 8092172). 


ANNUAL PHOTO EXHIBIT. The Ayala Alabang 
Camera Club is holding its 5th annual photo 
exhibit, "Curves", until Nov. 19 at the Chefs Av- 
enue, 3rd level, Festival Supermall, near Seat- 
tle's Best. Featured are some 200 interpreta- 
tions by the 25 participants of the theme from 
nature, architecture, human, graphics and still 
life. The Ayala Alabang Camera Club is a non- 
stock, non-profit organization. 


URBAN BAZAAR. The third installment of the 
Rockwell Urban Bazaar is set Nov. 16-18 at the 
Rockwell Tent. The bazaar will showcase gift 
items--home decor, fashion apparel and ac- 
cessorles, shoes, everyday knick-knacks and 
trinkets from Manila's finest entrepreneurs. 
Call 898-1702 local 230. 


YULE DISPLAY. Greenhills Shopping Center 
unveils the COD Yuletide animatronic display 
оп Nov. 16. The display opens to the public on 
Nov. 17, with shows every 30 minutes, from 6- 
11pm. 


COMEDY. The country's top impersonator, 
Willie Nepomuceno, performs in "Seven Days 
of Laughter’ Nov. 17 at Eastwood City, which 
will also premier a new TV commercial of the 
same title. Nepomuceno spares no one, from 
the newly freed President Joseph Estrada to 
boxing champ Manny Pacquiao to comedy 
king Dolphy Showtime is at 7 p.m. at the East- 
wood City Central Plaza. Call 6876770 (to 74) 
or 9178-EWCITY. 


1 The 
„ Oriental 
:Place 


Where evening vx prt aroma fhe corer 


Discover 
the Time of 
Your Life 


Experience living in a place that’s near all 
the things you love. Located in the Makati CBD, 
this home offers the greatest convenience to city 
dwellers intent on enjoying every exciting minute 
the country’s most progressive locale 
Come live at The Oriental Place, whe 


everything is just around the corner. 


Visit us at Chino Roces Avenue. 


Watch out for more exciting developments. 


Call 759-3000/830-0000 


FOR ANNOUNCEMENT PURPOSES ONLY 
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IFESTYLE BEVUTY : up 
A younger-looking you for. {77 = ABIDE ORNA 


From page б! just arrived from an ideal, all. address uneven pigmentation, 
(they don't involve piercing the expense paid vacation. Fraxel wrinkles and even stretch 

skin) are done several times and the like often work best for marks, the results, Buse swears, 

over a period of three to four women and men in their late areimmediate. 

months for clients to see and ex- 30s to early 50s. “In fact, you need not have 

perience noticeable results. “The thrust nowadays is to go these concerns for you to try 

But unless you want to be- for non-surgical, non-invasive Fraxel,” she adds. “Its also good 
соте the next Joan Rivers, who procedures as much as possi- for simply rejuvenating tired- 
always seems as if she has just ble,” says the US-trained Buse, looking, but generally problem- 
emerged from a wind tunnel, who joined BMG nine years free skin. 
why go for the flat, slit-eyed, al- ago. “The results may be subtle, In Fraxel, the laser zeroes in 
most vapid look so noticeable but the best part is you can be- several times on the treatment 
among not a few high-society gin seeing them in less than a area causing fractional resur- 
matrons today? week.” facing (hence, its name) via a 

These procedures, in con- million points of light. The mi- 
junction with other treatments Immediate results croscopic wounding, once it's 
‘and skin-care routines like Be- In the case of Fraxel, an Er- healed, eventually promotes 
lo's Obagi System, promise to bium-type glass laser treatment tighter, fresher and smoother - 
leave clients looking fresher that promises to eliminate age skin. 
and more relaxed, as if they've spots, temper acne scars, and “Some clients see results 

soon after the first treatment,” '' 
= says Buse. “Again, it depends on DR. ELOISA Buse does а Fraxel procedure on a client. 
the client's expectations and 
how her skin responds to Frax. А5 far as the treated area is twice), Obagi Blue Peel is a week or so, then the Obagi 
el. One normally needs to un- concerned, the likely side ef cheaper but a bit invasive and Blue Peel is for you. 
dergo six to eight sessions for fects are minor swelling and more painful than Fraxel in the d 
her to see optimum results.” reddening, which may last from long run. Collagen stimulation 
Each treatment ranges from 'WO to three days. After the skin. But an unwanted but tempo- For collagen stimulation, 
around P8,000 to P17,000 de- undergoes a bronzing effect, it rary side effect of this especially however, Thermage is still one 
pending on the area. Apartfrom SOON starts to show minor peel- formulated,  doctoradminis- ofthe best. Thanks to its patent- 
the face, Fraxel also works on ing within five to seven days. . tered peeling solution is it turns ed radio frequency technology 
the neck, hands, feet and ab- “If you're bothered by acne your face blue for 7 to 10 days called ThermaCool, the proce- 
domen. Clients may opt fortop- scars, then another option right after each treatment. If dure reportedly tightens and 
ical anesthesia during the pro- Would be to undergo Obagi you want to catch up on your gently lifts muscles to help 
cedure, but those with a low Blue Peel,” says Buse. pre-holiday reading or do an ex- smoothen wrinkles and define 
threshold for pain may want to At P16,800 per session (one tended gift-wrapping session facial contours. 
undergo sedation. usually needs to undergo it without leaving your house for “Compared to Fraxel,” says 
Buse, “Thermage reaches deep- 
EEIEIEE AST ETE EE CEE -- а - m er layers of the 
treated area to help 
induce ^ collagen 
production, one of 
the components of 
younger-looking 
skin.” 

Like Fraxel, it al- 
so works on other 
body parts such as 
the arms, neck and 
abdomen. Unlike in 
the latter, however, 
patients need to be 
sedated during the 
entire procedure. 
Price tag ranges 
from P34,000 to a 
cool P134,000 (face 
and neck) depend- 
ing on the area. 

A gentler version 
of Thermage, which 
also tightens the 
face and stimulates 
collagen production 
overtime, is Firm 
Plus. Unlike Ther- 
mage, it’s virtually 
painless and re- 
quires no sedation 
and topical anesthe- 
sia. Although effects 
are immediate, 
clients need to un- 
dergo the 45- 
minute treatment 
once a month over a 
period of six to eight 
months to see more 
lasting results. 

Finally, BMG has 
recently acquired a 
machine to help you 
in your battle with 
time and gravity 
The Pan-G machine 
also promises to 
give you a non-sur- 
gical facelift 
through the patent- 
ed Myo-Lift proce- 
dure. 

It “re-educates” 
facial and neck mus- 
cles to give these ar- 
eas a more lifted 
and rejuvenated 
look. The Pan-G ma- 
chine is able to do 
this through the 
combined effects of 
electrical currents 
and ultrasonic 
waves to stimulate 
and tone facial and 
neck muscles. 

The entire regi- 
men (P1,680 to 
P5,600 per treat- 
ment, again, de- 
pending on the 
area) consists of 20 
sessions done twice 
a week. Each ses- 
sion usually lasts for 
an hour and thirty 
minutes. 

You don't have to 
wait until the 
eleventh hour for 
Santa Claus to grant 
your beauty wish. If 
the likes of Dr. Buse 
can start doing it 
now for you, imag- 
ine how your "San- 
ta" would react if he 
sees a younger- 
looking you come 
Christmas eve. 
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Ds PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


ITS ETO N (ace 


Model/Stylst Mikaela Lagdameo- 
Martinez/Elan Models Int'l 

Makeup Robbie Piñera 

: . Най Raymond Santiago 

i^ Flawless White skin by Pond's 
Shot on Location at the Tesoro Residence, 
thanks to Mr. Raffy Tesoro. 


Allow me to share some simple 
ways—little reminders and 
tips—on how to improve one’s self 


y eandem 


TRULY STYLISH WOMEN KNOW missing buttons or hanging 
that looking good does not start hems. Of course, shoes always 
and end with the clothes on their have to be clean and well 
back and the Chanel shined. 
jumbo classic on their э e 
shoulders. These APPLES Attention! 
women understand е Your carriage can 
that to be their most also help you project 
beautiful selves, they confidence in your- 
must continuously self and your abili- 
develop different as- S ties. So stand 
pects of their being, straight, stand tall 
be it physical, emo- 1 and hold your head 
tional, mental or spir- up. Oh, and develop 
irual. a firm handshake 

The ultimate goal, ЖАШ while youre at it 
after all, is to achieve. Nothing is more off- 
a certain balance in putting than a weak 
your life that allows = ШШ iandshake, which is 
you to be the best Apples Aberin- often seen as a sign 
you can be. So, Sadhwani of poor character. 
whether you're job. Se — 
hunting, angling for Mental foreplay 
a promotion, or even waiting for ^ Teke a literary adventure with 
the man of your dreams, you are Writers like Rand, Tolstoy, Austen 
always up to the task and ready or more contemporary authors 
for whatever comes your way, ке Michener, Gaiman, or even 
Having said that, do allow me Rowling to widen your horizons. 
to share some simple ways—lit- There's nothing like a good book 
tle reminders and tips—on how to improve the mind and get your 
m E to improve one's self: eme pe Dowding, Pis, 
Е and gold sequined top by Topsho М reading can help make you into a 
: mined top by phy Let's get physical peus аана 
First impressions really do ing you with a wide array of top- 
stick, so make a good one. How, ics for discussion. 
you may ask. By taking care of iai 
Jourappearance,forone. Mederationiskey 
Start off by making sure you The way to a healthy exis- 
have smooth skin that can spell tence is through moderation. 
the difference between looking Eat whatever you want, but nev- 
well-groomed or just plain er overdo it. You need not de- 
shabby. Based on extensive re- prive yourself of that chocolate- 
search in key Asian countries y morsel of fudge, for example, 
done by the Ponds Institute, a but a sliver is good enough, as 
woman's ultimate expression of opposed toa big slice. 
beauty is not pale but flawless Find time to exercise three 
white skin that is fair, clear, and times а week as well. Hate the 
free of blemishes. - gym? Then walk around the block ; 
You can achieve this by using for at least 30 minutes, indulge in 
various products out in the mar- a favorite sport or form a regular 
ket. The Pond's Flawless White exercise group with friends. 
range with its specialized VAO- Of course, it's always best to 
B3 complex (a combination of consult with a nutritionist or 
the new Vitamin E, Allantoin, and trainer. But if you want to keep 
Optics powdered B3 complex) things easy and simple, repeat 
just might be a good option. this mantra: moderation is key. 
It will also help to have your 
hair styled to complement your Ohmmmm... 
face shape, built and personality. Lastly, find time to de-stress, 
Keep it neat and away from the unwind and take a breather 
face when in the office, and style from everyday pressures. Lock 
it any which way for other yourself in your room if you 
events. Do wear а bit of makeup, Must to get even 10 minutes of 
too. A little blush, mascara and Precious time alone. Meditate, 
lip-gloss will usually do the trick. Pray or do whatever it takes to 
$ Also, dress appropriately, gain inner peace, which will 
ا‎ A ^ Consider dress codes in the definitely light 2 and comple- 
€ Euer i - ment your outside appearance. 
WHITE tank top, white faux fur shawl, and belge ruffled skirt, all by eve ate eats T ae ۴ 
‘Topshop; gold woven leather belt by Dorothy Perkins; white denims ез5 to say, clothes should fit E-mail the author at afash- WHITE embroidered top worn under a gold vest both by Topshop; 
by Warehouse; pink peep-toe slingback heels by Zara well, be, clean, and with по ior@inquirercom.pl baby pink wide leg pants by Ebony & Ivory 


, * ^ ` 


WHITE long-sleeve tuxedo top by Topshop; baby pink shorts by 
Ebony & ivory; white belt by Dorothy Perkins 
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ax mini to the max 


WIDE-NECK cap-sleeve sweater, GOLD puff-sleeve top with sequins, 
taupe A-line miniskirt, long lamb taupe Aline miniskirt, gold charm 
leather jacket with beltin soll colo, ^ necklace and bronze metallic kid 
gold chain necklace and yellow bag leather bag 

with patent trim 


JESSICAS NEW COLLECTION TAKES 
inspiration from 1960s London. The pallet is 
neutral, accented with soft pinks and blues. 
Reflective surfaces are given importance with 
such fabrications as metallic chiffon, silk dup- 
pioni, georgette twill, cotton stretch and hon- 
eycombed jacquard. Powder, steel and rose- 
bud colors are anchored to black. 

‘The silhouette is structured and fuller, with 
updated styles of suitings that offer lots of 
shorter jacket and skirt or short combinations. 

Accentuated waists come with plenty of 
layering such as flared miniskirts or bubble 
skirts over skinny leggings. Jackets have large 
rounded collars and are cut away from the 
body in baby doll, A-line or swing shapes for 
more relaxed dressing. 

Lots of chain, charm and medallion acces- 
sories complement the loo} 
younger Chanel. 

Soft hand lamb leather with slight dis- 
tressed treatment offers lots of flared cuff and 
ruffles, The cashmere corner provides classic 
knits with a soft hand quality that are follow- 
ing the season's trend for longer lengths. Ac- 
cents are on the midsection with either fitted 
ribbed waistlines or belted. 

A second line based on Swinging London 
uses luxurious fabrications such as metallic 
geometric devore, metallic jacquard, lurex 
canvas weave and metallic, floral jacquard. 
The palette offers a sophisticated mix of shim- 
mery powders, minerals and gold metallic 
combinations. 

‘Shapes are again cut away from the body 
with pleats to create volume in short crop 
jackets, short skirts and dresses. Metallic or 
reflective details are incorporated into every 
outfit, either through the fabric, or through 
trims and accessories such as chain necklaces 
and belts. 

Jessica is exclusively distributed by Stores 
Specialists, Inc. and is available at Shangri-La 
Plaza Mall, The Podium and Rustan's Makati. 


Mo Jack full metallic 


POWDER long-sleeve sweater YELLOW diamond high-neck © POWDERU-neckknitteddress, GOLD crewneck dress, gold 
with belt, taupe double-breasted long-sleeve sweater, powder zip- powder crop-sleeve cardigan, long-sleeve cardigan, gold charm 
crop-sleeve jacket, black fitted front long-sleeve jacket, powder gold necklace with glass beads, necklace and gold crinkle 

capri pants and yellow bag with shorts with beltand black patent gold charm necklace and dark- metallic bag 

patent trim leather bag brown sheep-skin gloves 
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WIDE-NECK cap-sleeve sweater, GOLD puff-sleeve top with sequins, STEEL wide-neck cap-sleeve sweater, 

taupe A-line miniskirt, long lamb taupe A-line miniskirt, gold charm powder A-line skirt with pleats and 


leather jacket with belt in soil color, necklace and bronze metallic kid purple suede bag 
gold chain necklace and yellow bag leather bag 
with patent trim 

JESSICNS NEW COLLECTION TAKES (ANSEES E REE TEAN TEER 
inspiration from 1960s London. The paller is 

neutral, accented with soft pinks and blues. 
Reflective surfaces are given importance with 
such fabrications as metallic chiffon, silk dup- 
pioni, georgette twill, cotton stretch and hon- 
eycombed jacquard. Powder, steel and rose- 
bud colors are anchored to black. 

The silhouette is structured and fuller, with 
updated styles of suitings that offer lots of 
shorter jacket and skirt or short combinations. 

Accentuated waists come with plenty of 
layering such as flared miniskirts or bubble 
skirts over skinny leggings. Jackets have large 
rounded collars and are cut away from the 
body in baby doll, A-line or swing shapes for 
more relaxed dressing. 

Lots of chain, charm and medallion acces- 
sories complement the look, reminiscent of a 
younger Chanel. | 

Soft hand lamb leather with slight dis- 
tressed treatment offers lots of flared cuff and 
ruffles. The cashmere corner provides classic 
knits with a soft hand quality that are follow- 
ing the season's trend for longer lengths. Ac- 
cents are on the midsection with either fitted 
ribbed waistlines or belted. 

‘A second line based on Swinging London 
uses luxurious fabrications such as metallic 
geometric devore, metallic jacquard, lurex 
canvas weave and metallic, floral jacquard. 
The palette offers a sophisticated mix of shim- 
mery powders, minerals and gold metallic 
combinations. 
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Batching Л 
i = Shapes are again cut away from the body 
Wee done uam with pleats to create volume in short crop 
iiem | У Jackets, short skirts and dresses. Metallic or 
miniskirt with sequins, black i 
нн n d reflective details are incorporated into every | 
charm heckdace, and! low be ў Я i outfit, either through the fabric, or through 
eee” E 1 3 J trims and accessories such as chain necklaces | 
with patent trim 8 and belts. 
Jessica is exclusively distributed by Stores 
Specialists, Int. and is available at Shangri-La 
Plaza Mall, The Podium and Rustan's Makati. 
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Cuban 
“SILVER crew-neel dress, 


< black hooded sleeveless ; 
ibeavercoatandblack ^ 


POWDER long-sleeve sweater YELLOW diamond high-neck POWDER U-neck knitted dress, GOLD crew-neck dress, gold 
with belt, taupe double-breasted long-sleeve sweater, powder zip- powder crop-sleeve cardigan, long-sleeve cardigan, gold charm 
crop-sleeve jacket, black fitted front long-sleeve jacket, powder gold necklace with glass beads, necklace and gold crinkle 

capri pants and yellow bag with shorts with belt and black patent gold charm necklace and dark- metallic bag 

patent trim leather bag brown sheep-skin gloves 
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‘THE NAUTICAL LOOK DEFINES as orange and red. pocketing, pinpoint oxford, mi- 
Dockers San Franciscos The Dockers Mobile line isde- ni stripes, yard dyed dobby 
Fall/Holiday 2007 collection. signed to provide ease and com- stripes and plain weave stripes. 
Dockers Khakis, the line in-, fort with its offering of long- These are matched with pants 
spired by classic American casual sleeve cotton and corduroy that come in slim and regular 
‘wear of the '50s and '60s, leads shirts, Tshirts, bamboo/fleece flafront and pleated cuts. 
the maritime inspiration with jackets, cargo pants and travel- Trimming and details come in 
nautical stripes and motifs of an ling pants. These items are re- blue hues, complemented by a 
anchor compass and nautical versible, detachable, light- mix of purple velvet, rose, 
graphics. The look is either prep- weight and have moisture con- taupe, white and navy. 
ру with slim- or regular-fit twill trol temperature management, Тһе new season also features 
ог: corduroy pants and smart water repellency and wrinkle- graphic Tshirts with the theme 
tops, or stylishly rugged with resistance properties. "boating in fall" and "Love and 
mild lived-in utility khakis orslub ` Dockers  formal/business Haight,” highlighting Haight- 
denim pants and rugged jackets wear includes the brand's Never Ashbury, the district known as ; 
layered over Tshirts. Core colors Iron cotton shirt and pants and the center of the 1960s hippie 
аге navy, midnight, black, gray water- and oil-repellant pants. movement, as well as prints of 
with a splash of warm tones such The shirts have herringbone popular San Francisco hangouts, 


Navy jacket and khaki 
pants, plus a great tan; 
makeforaclassiclook.., ,. 
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holiday collection A 


T HE PAPARAZZI The fresh-faced star bedaz- 


were in a frenzy 21е the crowd in Shangri-La 
as the city’s stylis- Mall the instant she arrived 
: Within seconds, she was 
tas gathered to witness mobbed. 
fab KC Concepcion in fr is not hard to see why 
„ the latest collection of 
Bayo. KCBRIGHTENS/ ti 


Meet Bashful, Dopey, Grumpy, Happy, 
Sleepy, Gneezy and. Doc. 


Snow White My Friends 


Come and watch Pallet Philippines’ оке 


performance of one of the world's most 
memorable fairy tales. 


November 17, 2007 • 6 p.m. 
2nd Teyel, Activity Hub 
Starmall Jas Piñas 


For inquiries, contact 872-5249 


MEIROPOLIS 
MEN de 
Tel. No.842-2513 
‚бё T. бтн Mes V gece: und е 2I 1. Vent x k 

Nori Me Spagat Tyaga Carman Loreng angsty Wo E M RU ERA runi pegada Vi 
Мета BFL Kas Fun Doy Cima Card Mang : y Lisle Pop Sar Season 2 Brain 

fi Nov.24 Мрав at Tiyaga Cardvan Librëng Pangkabihayan Workshop Mr Sipag ar Tiyaga Caravan Libreng Pangkabuhayan Workshop 
Nou. 25 | Christmas Caroling Cheers Competition. Sega pet aa р Litle Pop Star Season 2 Eliminations 


Е Nov.29 ! Stardang Elminatons : Fridays and Saturdays: Live music at Репа Bar and бей „Prst Note Music Recital Tour = Launching of Caroling 


Tuesdays: Comedy Nights at Cuba Libre Mondays to Sundays: Live band at Cuba Libre 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays: Liye band at Cuba Libre Sundays: Mimes around the mal 
Sundays: Mimes around the mall 
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FULL support. With Sen. Francis Pangilinan, Megastar 
‘Sharon Cuneta, and sisters Miel and Frankie 


short cuts short cuts short cuts short Mél 
кә: she is а crowd-drawer. KC ex- 
udes grace, beauty and 
warmth. She is the poster child 
for style and substance —the 
piece de resistance of Bayo's 
holiday collection. 

The dynamic brand has got- 
ten a facelift with its fresh new 
store look, giving clients a 
global shopping experience. 
The holiday collection mixed 
classic and modern pieces, 
adapted to the changing style 
preferences of the young wom- 
enoftoday. 

The forecast: a gamine look 
that captures the free and fem- 
inine spirit of the '60s overlaid 
with bold, confident colors 
and details, 

Bright tops and bottoms were 
showcased along with basic 
grays and navy shades. A lot of 
layering, statement tees, cover- 
alls, and colorful short shorts 
and skinny capris were present- 
ed for the young. 

‘Trendy tops had bows, pleat- 
ed and ruffled frills to add 
whimsy to necklines of blouses. 
Pleats also updated the collec- 
tion, creating a softer prettier 
volume. 

Present was proud Megastar 
mother Sharon Cuneta, Sen. 
Francis Pangilinan, sisters 
Frankie and Miel and manager 
Sandra Chavez. Now thats 
what we call a Filipino and 
proud family. JE 


bermuda beauties bermuda beauties bermuda beauties bermuda beauties bermuda beauties bermuda beauties bermuda 
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Grand Draw 3 
February 14, 2008 i 
Promo runs from | 

Nov. 1, 2007 
to дап. 31, 2008 j 


2 kg Rotary Hamme 
| GBH 2-18 RE 


Get 1 raffle coupon 
upon purchase of 
Bosch Power Tools. 
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Mountain Bike IXO 3.6 Screwdriver 


8 H ION 904 = 


‘Actual look of prizes may vary from photo. 


Invented for life > 


Bosch Power Tools are available in Hardware Shops, Hypermarts & other - 
Specialty stores nationwide. See Flyers and visit our deniers fot more баш. - 


d > "| went from a ' 
Anytime, ` EEA 
‘ the hassle!" 


j e = Authentic customer statement, 25 June 2007 sementi 
Ж "After 5 sessions of tummy and side treatments, | noticed 
З А а flatter and trimmer stomach. Thanks to Zunic, 


felt more confident and sexy!” says th 


1 А male client who was generous enough 
; d à to share his experience also told us, 
В d “As a yoga instructor, | know first-hand 
" 7 ы that some parts of our body can be 
n N stubborn, no matter how often you work. | 
A ы out. Il feel better about pigging out for 


EXPAND YOUR REACH. THE front of your PC or laptop. Plus, E , dne ои Са date 

world is your office. With Moto it has Qwerty tablet keypads. 

Q's full suite of Microsoft Office The price is also very reason- 

applications, you are free to able (about P25,000). Thanks to 

work wherever you want. Q, accessibility has never been 
Sync multiple e-mail ac- soconvenienti 


counts and type with ease on the So whether youre feeling sluggish or just 
Qwerty keypad. Stay in touch want to get back into shape, come to 
with auto message alert IM, а *Slimproductitydeviceat É & + Zunic. At Zunic, we aim to deliver 
large screen HTML and ineredi- only 11.8-mm thick s immediate results (often in as little as 
ly fast 3. connec- . ۴ * minutes), with as little fuss as possible 
tion, More: Update your fashion у Fu NE Query 5 3 
blogs on the go, say it with pic- Keyboar "m E Find out how the latest advances in medical 
tures with the 2MP camera and * Special productivity 5 technology can help you reduce weight 
manage music with Windows features: Opera browser, and actually shape your body without 
Media Player 10. Attachment Viewer, Voice. f exercise, dieting, pills, injections or painful 
From the university to the Recognition, file manager, & Р Surgery. Experience how weight loss is 
boardroom, MOTO Q 9h is an у Notes VPN capsbit Р = achieved while you relax and stretch out 
unparalleled productivity and Voice Notes VPN capability comfortably — without the: sweating, Gentemenappreciate 
p p ity = r results: 
emtertainment device, deliver. and Anti-Virus protection Б > f anxiety, and pain associated With Aged approach to 
ing best-in-class voice, messag- * Video: MPEG 4, H.263, - : : traditional methods. body sculpting too! 
ing, Internet and multimedia — MWV, H.264 decode a А 
i es ч К 3 i. 3 Book now! Consultations are free, and are 
ordenes without compro- Supports a variety of audio ‘i A held in strict confidence. 
Aside from being а mobile „(е 2.0 Ба 
phone, the МОТО Q 9h with is — " Camera: 2.0 megapixel 
3G HSDPA capability and built — With fixed focus, digital 
in Windows Mobile 6.0 allows zoom, LED picture indicator 
One to easily access the world — light 
with a few clicks. Whether you • Messaging: SMS, MMS and 
are partying m your Бет Windows Pocket Outlook 
or in an outoftown trip wi з 
Soor a VAEN up- * OS/Applications: Windows respect that. Her comments, however, may be viewed on page 
date your personal blog orchee Mobile 6.0 Standard f the Comment Journal at the lobby of Zunic's Quezon City center: 
c Te o oe Open From Monday To Sunday 8AM-8PM 
Real-time chatting with your optional removablemieroSD . MAKATI: 752-0600 or 752-0601 Upper Ground Floor, Somerset Olympia, 7912 Makati Bilê, Makati City 


fide uses instant Ed memory QUEZON CITY: 374-0600 or 374-0800 Ground Floor, New Grange Building, 32 Timog Avenue, Quezon City 
just like you're sitting right in o 5 


Another client said, "I didn't even know 
these kinds of treatments existed until 
now. I'm really satisfied with the results!” E 
After 45 minutes 
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Advantage continues to provide 
members with Philam Insurance benefits 


The SM Advantage Loyalty Program – in partnership with Philam Insurance ~ continues to provide 
unique insurance benefits to its ever-increasing membership base which to date numbers over 3.5million. 
Eligibility 
Upon accumulation of 70 reward points, an SM Advantage 


member becomes automatically eligible for a P100,000 
Philam Personal Accident Insurance Coverage for one year. 


* Member must be 18 to 65 years old and have a 
minimum balance of 70 points 

Members who were not covered by the Insurance 
Program last year. 


+ Members who:did not opt out from the Insurance 
Program last year. 


Mr. Winfred Bartolome (at 
left, with daughters Justina 
and Andrea) accepts claim 
proceeds from Mr., Rey 
Maclang, Assistant Vice 
President of Marketing 
Convergence, Inc (an aflate 
of the SM Group of 
Companies), and Ms. Josette 
Pacho, Assistant Vice 
President of Philam 
Insurance. This Insurance. 
benefit is arranged by SM in 
partnership with Philam 
Insurance for eligible SM 
‘Advantage members. 


Coverage 

Designed to protect SM Advantage members ала ег 
families against the uncertainties and financial difficulties 
brought about by accidents, the Comprehensive 
Personal Accident Insurance package includes: 

» 24-hour Coverage, 365 days a year, worldwide! 

* Accidental Death Benefit 

* Disabilty Benefits 

* Unprovoked Murder and Assault Coverage 

+ Accidental Burial Expense Reimbursement 

* No Medical Examination Required 

+ Entry age: 18 to 65 years old, renewable up to age 72. 

* Commercial Flying Coverage 


Nr. Barlolome's wife was an SM Advantage member who was Insured with Phllam. As her 


A token payment of 20 points [в automatically deducted beneficiary, Mr. Bartolome received the sum of*110,000 representing her insurance benefit. 


from the qualified member's points balance. 


SM Advantage 
members who are 
‘currently not eligible 
because they have 
less than 70 points will 
be included in the 
program when they 
Teach the required 
points balance 


To have protection... 
Peace of mind... 
That is a privilege! 


Review and 
consideration of 
eligibility of members 
will be done every 
15th of each month. 
and effectivity of 
coverage will 
commence on the 
16th of the same 
month, 


Exclusions 


War or war-like 
operations, military or 
naval service, wilful 
participation in any 
crime, self-inflicted 
injury or attempted 
suicide, osteoporosis 
childbirth, miscarriage, 
or any pregnancy- 
related complications, 
accident or loss while. 
under the influence 
of alcohol or 
L unpresoribed drugs, 
professional sports. 


For only 20 points 

SM Advantage members 

get a P100,000.00 

Personal Accident Insurance 


S for one year. 


Worldwide 
Network 


Philam Insurance 
Company, Inc. is a 
member of Philam 
Group of Companies, 
which includes 
Philamlife and General. 
Insurance, Philam 
Care, Philam Plans, 
Philam Bank, Philam 
Asset Management, 
Philam Properties 
and AIG Credit Card. 
With assets over 
Php8.9 Billion, 
Philam Insurance is 
considered as one of 
the largest in the 
industry. 


No registration needed. SM Advantage members who are between 
18 to 65 and have 70 accumulated points are automatically eligible! 


Insured SM Advantage Card Members whose policies have expired 
from the previous insurance campaign are also automatically 


qualified for this current program, 


American 
International Group 
(AIG) is a worldwide 
leader in financial 
services and the 
largest commercial 
insurer in the world. 
AIG has offices in 
over 130 countries 
and jurisdictions 
worldwide. AIG has 
been in the insurance 
business for 75 years 
and has assets worth 
over US$798 Billion. 
AIG is a member of 
the World Travel and 


* 
Philam Insurance will be more than delighted to hear from yout 
Call Philam's Hotline at (02) 528-5202 for your Inquiries, 

3 


ا ~~ 


8M Advantage members who do not wish to avail of the offer may opt out via any of the 
following methods: 


* SMS: Register first by sending SMAC REG «16-digit SMAC fr» «4-digit PIN» to 2213 
‘Text SMAC INSURANCE ОПТ lo 2218 [P250] 
* Fax; Fax the accomplished form to 833-8888 (IVRS-press option 5) 
* Customer Service Counter: Filo and cut-out the form below and submit to the Customer 
Service Counter at any SM Department Sore Branch, 


| 


| 


i ADVANTAGE 


2 


Name; 


рве; EM Acveniago Membership Card Number Ji i d 1L 1J 


Tourism Council. In 
L3 


Address. 


the Philippines, AIG 


Signal 


You have until Dec. 31 to opt out. If we do not hear from you by then, you wll be automatically enrolled in 
this program and 20 points will be deducted from your SM Advantage Account, 


|Ә А Member of American International Group, Inc. 


is represented by the 
Philam Group of 
Companies. 
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ТТ Ensembles’ 


holiday 
collection 
isinspired 
bytheart 
andromance 
oftravel 

By Jenni Epperson 


| TIS THE SEASON TO 
be merry! 
3 The holidays are al- 
ways the perfect excuse 
to break out of the day- 
to-day norm. Whether 
it’s hitting the mall for 
some last-minute shop- 
ping, or skipping town 
for some yearend revel- : 
ing, the Christmas spir- Каа Коне 
it is too powerful a ' 
; force to resist. 
ts also the best excuse to un- 
leash those threads you've been 
storing for the perfect occasion. ww barrels on 
KEL there’s any “beautiful sight” 
CARMINA Villaroel in Ensembles by James Reyes "n 
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Tourist attraction 


From page|! 
this season, it should be you! 

One stop to check into before 
you check out is Ensembles. 
Their holiday collection is in- 
spired by the art and romance 
of travel. Says James Reyes, “Its 
about walking around back 
streets of cosmopolitan cities. 
Museums, parks and cobble- 
stone streets. Its about getting 
lost and finding your way. 

Its the entire overwhelming 
feeling of excitement, seduction 
and power when you walk 
down unfamiliar roads in for- 
eign cities.” 

Ensembles’ image model, ac- 
tress Carmina Villaroel, sports a 
super hip short ‘do in showcas- 
ing the collection. “What I en- 


\ à: 
joyed in chis pilo shoop most 


wes the nin bf Nook,” 
she says MEM sich fun 
having о Й Th ost time 1 


had my hair That short was 
more than 10 уёагз ago. Her fa- 
vorite piece from the collection 
is the mustard trench coat, very 
chic and stylish. 

The key to dressing this sea- 
son is layering. Lay on the col- 
ors, fabric and cuts in creative 
ways for maximum effect. So 
whatever part of the world 
you're in—winter wonderland 
or summer in suburbia, or even 
just a landscape in your mind, 
you're flying fashion first class. 


E-mail the author at jfash- 
ion@inguirercom.ph 


Photography Mark Nicdao 
Fashion Ensembles 
Makeup Robbie Piñera 
Hair Raymond Santiago 
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Curiosity spawnel the Ez 


Two brothers 
sold millions 

of a two- 
dimensional 
cardboard kitty, 
and that’s how 
the BlueQ 


product line 
‘was born 


ONE DAY 18 YEARS AGO, IN A 
roomy loft in Boston, two lov- 
ably quirky brothers created 
what they called the Flat Cat. 

The Flat Cat was a two-di- 
mensional cardboard kitty that 
was marketed as the “Perfect 
Pet.” The brothers sold millions 
of Flat Cats, and that’s how the 
Blue Q product line was born. 

Blue Q specializes in decora- 
tive objects and artful curiosi- 
ties with a lot of spunk and atti- 
tude. Based in Massachusetts, it 
calls itself the “proud manufac- 
turer of all these life-improving, 
joy-bringing, mind-altering, 
universally praised “products 
since 1988.” How's that for a 
sales pitch! 

The design gurus behind Blue 


Q Mitch and seth 
Nash, were the per- 
fect creative two- 
some to come up 
with the collectible, 
kitschy company. 
Mitch had just sold a 
successful music 
merchandising busi- 
ness, and Seth had 
left his engineering 
job to become a self- 
employed “mad sci- 
entist.” 

The company is 
now based out of a " 
renovated piano fac. Jenni 


tory in Pittsfield, Epperson 


Massachusetts. 


signers in a creative 
workspace with a 
three-foot barbed- 
wire ball. Seth, on 
the other hand, is 
the financial and 
computer guru. 

Their madcap in- 
ventions have paid 
off, with Blue Q 
company branching 
out and conquering 
the gift-giving mar- 
ket with flat pets, 
stationery, cards, 
fridge magnets and 
even soap. 

In 1998, Blue Q 
created a line of toi- 


Mitch art-directs all the prod- letries and a personal care line 
ucts, working closely with de- from Australia, both of which 


—À 


maintained its signature dis- 
tinct look. In 2003, Blue О also 
developed chewing gum, and 
the following year it began 
manufacturing car fresheners. 

We can now find Blue Q's col- 
orful collectives in Manila at the 
Chocolate Clothing Compa- 
ny—just perfect for the gift giv- 
ing season. Look for Blue Q 
products such as Total Bitch, 
Boss Lady, Cute as Hell, Miso 
Pretty, Queen, Wash away your 
Sings, Get Real, Hot and Flashy, 
Lalaland and Plain and 
Thimble. 

Aside from the in-your-face 
names, these items all come in 
attractive packaging with off- 
the-wall slogans. How can you 
resist a soap that’s called "Men- 


CMO mm TE 
Pa satiate? 
AG 


WHEN life throws you lemons... 


tal Case,” which promises "5 
ounces of deluxe therapy”? 

The Blue Q brand that has 
been getting a lot of media face 
time is the cosmetics line Dirty 
Girl, what with the endorse- 
ments of Courtney Love, Minnie 
Driver and Chrissie Hynde. 

Quirky, kitschy, madcap and 
utterly irresistible, these gift 
ideas will make you anything 
butbluel 

Blue Q brands are available 
in Chocolate Clothing company 
branches at Rockwell, Shangri- 
La Mall, Mall of Asia, Podium, 
Mega Mall, The Block, Robin- 
son’s Galleria and Eastwood. 


E-mail the author at jfash- 
ion@inquirercom.ph 
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Nokia Nseries. The All-In-One device. 
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LING ALL CREATIVES AND FASHION- 
istas! Are you dreaming of becoming the 
next IT designer? Or wanting to learn the 
ins and outs of the fashion industry? Pursue 
your dreams without having to fly to New 
York, Paris, Milan or London. 

‘The School of Fashion & the Arts (Sofa) is 
opening its doors in the center of Makati's 
business district. The hippest fashion 
school to open in Manila is dedicated to im- 
parting students with both creative and 
business skills. 

The school will have industry favorites as 
professors, such as Fashion Design Council 
of the Philippines president and designer 
Jojie Lloren, bag designer Amina Aranaz- 
‘Alunan, shoe designer Brian Tenorio, mak- 
up artist Patrick Rosas and fashion stylist 
Pam Quinones, to name a fe 


Courses offered: 
Diploma courses (begins this January 


ar diploma in Fashion Design 

ing 

rear diploma in Fashion Design 
on Marketing 
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Fashion Design 

* Clothing Technology 

* Fashion Merchandising, 

Short courses: 

* Bag Design 

* Shoe Design 

* Makeup. 

* Fashion Photography 

© Fashion Styling 

* Jewelry Design 

Sofa is at 55 Paseo de Roxas, Makati. Call. 
rsofamanila.com or 


Department o 
International 8 

їп cooperat 

Diplomatie and 
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eee “Sharing and Caring 


С 
SE 
"B 
É 
& 


100.00, MB. 3407 


TO PROVIDE A GLIMPSE OF chandise of 40 embassies and 
what to expect on the day of the nine honorary consulates. 
2007 International Bazaar, the Also present are 112 local 
International Bazaar Founda- retailers will showcase gift 
tion, Inc. recently organized a items, fashion jewelry, appar- 
mini bazaar at the Dasmariñas el, children’s clothes, toys and 
Village residence ofPining Tam- games, Christmas decor, food 
bunting. and beverage, and household 
Guests were delighted at the items. 
wide range of products on dis- Proceeds from this event will 
play from jewelry, table top support the various projects of 
knickknacks, wines, cheeses, the International Bazaar Foun- 
scarves, gourmet food and Bel- dation, inc. 
gian lace, Entrance and raffle tickets 
The main bazaar will be held are now available at the Nation- 
оп Nov. 25, 9 a.m.-7 p.m., atthe al Bookstore Branches іп Glori- 
Philippine Interna etta, Greenbelt, Ayala Alabang, 
vention Center Forums LII, Rockwell, Market Market, Har- 
CCP Complex, Roxas Boule- rison Plaza, Shangri-La Mall 
vard, Pasay. and Katipunan. Call 8343036 
or 8343054. 


diplomatic participants: Arti Pine (New Zealan: 

(Myanmar); Letty C. Syquia, IBF committee on press and publicity; 
Pham Thi Quynh Trang (Germany); Jane C. Abacan, IBF vice 
president; and Kavita Mitter (Indi. 

Second row: Ning Chesnel (France); Cosetta Fedele (Italy), SHOM 
president; Rosie Lovely T. Romulo, IBF chair; Sylvia J. Farolan, IBF 
president; and Rania El-Khawanley of the Egyptian Embassy. 

Last row: Nora Salazar, IBF treasurer; Juliana Carolina Tandjung 
(Indonesia); Anila Naeem Khan (Pakistan); Jill Mary Beckingham of 
(Great Britain); Chrisna Vermeulen (South Africa); Lee Byung-jin 
(Korea); Oya Basaga (Turkey); Kumiko Kuroda of ADB; Soledad 
Lavina de Arias (Spain); Alice Favila, IBF medical committee; Telly 
Maclang of IBF; Liela Salgado Brigette Macdonald of the European 
Commission; and Tsering Namgyal of the Indian Embassy. 
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LOS ANGELES—"THERE ARE 
days when 1 feel pretty rotten. 
and on other days, 1 feel very 
hopeful about Ше” Reese 
Witherspoon admitted at one 
point in a recent press con. 
Looking at the actress—sharp in 
а sleeveless black 
sheath, sparkling dia- 


her family and friends for helping 
her survive the break-up of her 
marriage. The union, which ap- 
peared rock solid in the beginning, 
produced two children, Ava Eliza- 
beth, 8; and Deacon, 4. 
Jake Gyllenhaal, Reese's co- 
star in the politcal 
thriller “Rendition,” is 


mond sud earrings, ONLY IN rumored to be the 


her "Legaly Blonde" 


new man їп her life. 


hair perfectly brushed HOLLYWOOD There are reports that 


into bangs with a 
ponytail—it was al- 
most hard to imagine 
her moping and feel- 
ing "pretty rotten." 
But Reese, whose 
divorce from actor 
Ryan Phillippe be- 


since her divorce be- 
came oficial, she and 
Jake are seen more of- 
ten in public. "We 
didn't even have one 
scene together which 
was unfortunate,” 
Reese said of the 


camefinal last month, Nepales "Brokeback Moun- 


made funny faces 
when a reporter com- 
plimented her on how composed 
she always seems to be. When she 
clasped her hands on the table and 
listened attentively to journalists’ 
questions, Reese did indeed look 
like the girl who has all together. 
But in this interview, the 2006 
Oscar and Golden Globe Best Ac- 
tress for “Walk the Line” bared 
how this “has been a challenging 
year Ihave to be honest about it. It 
has been very difficult..." The Ten- 
nessee-raised thespian credited 


tain" actor 
Directed by Gavin 


Hood (whose “Tsotsi” won the | 


Academy Award for Best Foreign. 
language Film in 2006), "Rendi- 
tion" dramatizes the US govem- 
ments policy of "extraordinary 
rendition" —abducting foreign na- 
tionals considered a threat to na- 
tional security detaining and inter- 
Togating them in secret overseas 
prisons. 

Reese plays the pregnant wife of 
an Egyptian-American chemical 
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classies - 
Ê "тп Be Home For Christmas’ ~ | 
“Silent Night” 
“The First Nog!” 
“hve Maria" ” 
“The Christmas Song" 
and more 


NOEL. 


other masterpiece! 


g € 
inte 
on installment purchases with 
фе! MasterCard at these participating 
Robinsons Stores nationwide. 
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THE GO MASTERCARD OF METROBANK CARD CORPORATION IS NOT INSURED BY THE 
PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION AND IS NOT GUARANTEED BY 
METROPOLITAN BANK & TRUST COMPANY. 


Per DTINCR Permit No. 3231, Sees of 2007. 


т Teque К — 
TOME: m t 1 RTA vi VEMBER 16, 2007 
M M TEA M. ENTERTAINMIEN Evene e t 
METRO MANILA Kidman feared for life in car chase 
THEATERS ASSOCIATION 


0 SYDNEY—OSCAR-WINNING ACTRESS “She was fearing for her life and she 
Nicole Kidman screamed and feared for said someone is going to get killed,” 


hop and enjoy 


her life as a paparazzo photographer John Manning told the court in Syd- 
chased her car across Sydney, an ney, adding that Kidman said: 
Australian court heard Tuesday. Dip “This has to stop. Call the po- 


: The actress’ asset manager lice.” 
interest said he was driving Kidman to AES Manning said he was forced 
her parents’ home nearly three KNOW.;. to swerve when Fawcett’s jeep 
on these items and MORE! years ago when they found them- * drove over a median strip during 
mber 31, 2007 selves in a terrifying pursuit in the chase in January 2005, draw- 
from October 1 to. бесот which celebrity photographer Jamie ing terrified screams from the red-head- 
Fawcett was also involved. ed movie star. AFP 
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surensan | | SPECIAL APPEARANCE: EUGENE DOMINGO CHOKOLEIT DEBRALIZ МАНА 
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Textured Flower Collection 
Twin Duvet Cover 
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Sunnex Lily 
Cov Pasta Cooker 


Offer may not be availed of in 
conjunction with other promotions 
6 mos. 


WOW Magic Sing 
Mabuhay Videoke rela li November 14 


Microphone Ыйы | | to December 31, 2007. 


Use your Gol MasterCard today! Ayla Malls Ci Д 
Beyond Movies! 


See posters for details. 


Promo Period: 
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Why America 


still matters 


By Pocholo Concepcion 


‘THE LAST TIME AMERICA CAME TO TOWN 
їп 1981, Manila was still jeproks country. 

‘The sight of freaks trying to catch attention 
with their stoned antics at the Araneta Colise- 
‘um has almost faded from memory, and Ameri- 
саз music seems insignificant now after the on- 
slaught of metal, punk and alternative rock. 

But the groups surviving members, Gerry 
Buckley and Dewey Bunnell, have not stopped. 
touring all these years and even recorded a 
new studio album—produced by a younger 
generation of musicians apparently out of re- 
spect and admiration for America's classic folk- 
rock sound. 

‘This should make its forthcoming return en- 
gagement on Dec. 4 at the Big Dome (once 
again produced by Renen de Guia) more than a 
nostalgic sing-along concert—although many 
fans surely won't mind recalling why America’s 
songs had that affecting, melodic appeal. 


James Iha of the Smashing Pumpkins co- 
produced your new double-album and said 
“music that was not cool is now considered 
cool because it's sincere.” Why do you think 
‘some people thought of America’s songs as 
"uncool" in the past? 

Dewey Bunnell (DB): Since “coo!” is very 
hard to define, I can only speculate that some 
viewed us as inexperienced young guys (17, 
18, 19 years old) with not much to say musical- 
lyatthe time... thus “uncool” to some. 

Gerry Beckley (GB): Tastes change. 


Who were the other bands that influenced 
your sound? 

DB: The Beatles and The Beach Boys. 

GB: The Beatles and The Beach Boys, espe- 
cially Brian Wilson. 


America played its first gig at the Round- 
house in London, as opening act for The 
Who and Elton John, among others. Did you 
ever getto bond with these artists? 

DB: Everything was happening very fast in 
London then, and it seemed that artists were 
emerging with new projects and different 
sounds every day. We became friends with El- 
ton fora time during that period, as well as Cat 
Stevens, The Faces and other British artists be- 
fore moving back to the US. 

GB: We usually didn't share dressing rooms 
but! remember the shows as being fantastic ex- 
periences... We've known Elton on and off 
through the years and he's always been fantas- 
tic. 


Your debut album, which contained "Horse 
with No Name" and "Sandman," was a big 
hit upon its release in 1972. And then you 
relocated to Los Angeles. Was the move due 
to a desire to be part of the growing soft- 
rock scene (The Eagles, Linda Ronstadt) in 
that area? 

GB: Yes. 

DB: We were approached by David Geffen 
and Eliott Roberts of Lookout Management. 
‘They were interested in managing the band. 
We accepted and moved to Los Angeles. It was 
comfortable to be part of that group of artists 
and we enjoyed the bond. 


George Martin produced many of your al- 
bums. How was it working with him and did 
you ever talk about the Beatles? Incidentally, 
"was the guitar riffin "Sister Golden Hair" re- 
ally inspired by George Harrison's "My 
Sweet Lord"? 

DB: George was terrific to work with..We 
talked often with him about working with the 
Beatles and had the pleasure of meeting the in- 
dividual members over the years in different 
situations. 

GB: I often think of our band's entire George 
Martin era as one “highlight.” Although each 
album was a separate project, I think favorably 
of the whole period..."Sister Golden Hair" was 
inspired and approached with “My Sweet 
Lord" in mind, including the slide guitar and 
12«string acoustic basic track. 


America was active on the road but not so in 
recording from the late ‘80s till the ‘90s. And 
then the surprise new album this year. How 
different is it from the previous ones? 

DB: Working in New York with Adam 
(Schlesinger of the indie-rock group Fountains 
of Wayne) and James was a different experi- 
ence from recording mostly in Gerrys home 
studio. They made the process very comfort- 
able and creative 

GB: I consider this album to be as good or 
Detter than some of the classic America albums 
from the ‘70s. But I think the sound and ap- 
proach are very similar 


‘What were the songs that defined your 
artistry as a group, and how do you assess 
the legacy of America as one of the propo- 
nents of the "70s soft-rock sound? 

DB: We wrote and produced songs that re- 
flected our experience at the time. Being 
singer/songwriters was our motivation and all 
those songs... “Tin Man,” “I Need You,” “Sister 
Golden Hair” “Ventura Highway" "Horse With 
No Name,” etc. are now part of the cultural fab- 
ricofthat era. 

GB: Its got to be “Horse With No Name" and 
"Sister Golden Hair,” although there are obvi- 
ously quite a few more that define the sound 
and history of the group. 1 hope we are judged 
not just by one or two singles, but by the body 
of our work, on record and on the road. 
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“RENDITION,” 
Reese 
Witherspoon 
plays the 
pregnant wife 
ofan Egyptian- 
American 
chemical 
engineer who 
becomes a 
victim of the 
us 
government's 
policy of 


rendition. 


From page Kl 


Reese... 


engineer (Omar Metwally) who becomes a 
victim of this rendition policy. Jake portrays а 
CIA analyst whose boss is essayed by Meryl 
Streep, the agency's antiterrorism unit head 
who ordered the rendition of Omar's character. 
Reese's distraught character seeks the help of a 
politically connected college friend (Peter 
Sarsgaard) in finding her husband who disap- 
pears en route to Washington, DC. 

Here are excerpts from our talk with Reese, 
who left Stanford University after a year to be- 
come a full-time actress: 


What surprised you the most about Meryl 
Streep whom you worked with for the first 
time? 

She's just really funny and regular. She's а 
great lady. She just does her work. She's very 
focused. She doesnt read the tabloids (augh- 
ing), so she didn't really know anything that 
was going on in my life, which was actually 
very refreshing. 


Were you aware of the US government's pol- 
icy of rendition and the issues surrounding 
it before doing this film? 

The film was very enlightening for me. I had. 
never really understood that this practice (ren- 
dition) went on. To get ready for this film, I 
read books, went online and talked to some 
people in the Muslim communities about 
whats it like to live in the US after 9/11. I was 
more startled by the fact that this procedure 
happens here. 

Iwas really moved by one particular case of 
a man who was detained, interrogated, tor- 
tured and then released (without charges). All 
the man wanted was an apology He wanted 
his good name back. I was really moved by 
that. It's about such basic things as humility and 
that someone had soiled his name, family and 
community He couldn't get that apology. 


‘That man must have felt like facing a brick 
wall. 

‘That's one of the frustrating things about it. 
"That's what my character deals with. She final- 
ly screams at the head of the National Security 
Because of the lack of due process in this proce- 
dure. its a travesty that the government we set 
up and support with our taxes doesn't function 
in a way that's appropriate. Its absolutely im- 
perative that we hold our representatives ac- 
countable for the decisions that they make. We 
have to know about them. A lot of people don't 
know about rendition. 


What was it like to work with such a pas- 
sionate director? 

We had a rule about Gavin on the set and 
that was, he was not allowed to have anything 
from Starbucks. Friends were like, “Don't let 
Gavin have anything—if you have to give him, 
make it decaf (laughter).” Because he has so 
much energy Its exciting to work with some- 
one who is passionate about his material. 


You seem to have passionate political be- 
liefs of your own. Do you still have political 
discussions with your parents? 

Oh, certainly—all the time, Im always the 
person who comes from Los Angeles with all 
the crazy ideas. I grew up in а very conservative. 
family and society For me, it was always about 
challenging the belief systems and the ideas 
that I grew up with. Thats probably why I 
moved so far away (laughter)—so I can meet 
people who have beliefs similar to my own. 


You did not have scenes with Jake in this 
flm, but what can you tell us about him? 

Tve actually known him for years through 
different friends. He's wonderful, very talented, 
generous and funny—it has been nice this past 
couple of days to laugh a little bit. He's just 
great. 1 look forward to maybe making a film 
with him which would be great for me. 


How is the shared parenting working? How 
are the kids? 

Its going good. My children are well and re- 
ally healthy They're getting to that stage where 
they're saying, "Mom, don't talk about me with 
other people anymore,” which is difficult. My 
daughter is in second grade. She's doing 
good—homework, reading lots of books and 
math. I'm fearful that next year, homework is 
going to be above my own basic intelligence 
that Tm going to be studying next to her. But it's 
an opportunity to reeducate yourself. 


What are some of the things you are still 
struggling with? 

Xt has been a challenging year but feel really 
lude to have friends and family who care 
about me and check on me every day, who love 
my children. My brother calls me every day just. 
to see how Im doing. Thats a real stabilizing 
‘element in my life. 
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Reese COMES ANOTHER TERRIFYING MASTERPIECE 
e e o Frompageks FROM SAM RAIMI THE DIRECTOR oF “SPIDERMAN 1,253 " 


‘There are days when I feel pret- no matter where you go, youre ^ 0 
ty rotten and on other days, I feel still where you are from. 
very hopeful about life. I have to 
focus on the many good things in Do you remember your first pay- (7) 
life. Ёз hard to neglect those check and how you spent it? 
things, Tm also excited about _ Iwas 14 years old. I modeled in \ int t 
working. Yeah, Im glad to be the local newspapers badcto- interes 
back. school fashion section. I remember E 

фа: made $75. Iwas rich laugh- b " on these items and MORE! 

In the film, you kept it together ter). Iwas very happy went to the < m Octobe 1 
except in the end when you lost mall and I bought a pair of black " rom October 1 to December 31, 2007 
it and screamed at that govern- jeans. I remember that was a big 
ment official. In our press con- deal because I wasnt allowed to 
ferences with you, you have al- wear black clothes. 
ways kept it very much together. 

‘You don't want to see me in my Are you good with money? 
personal life. Tm pretty good with money I 

am really thrifty. 1 grew up ina re- 

Sowhatmakesyouloseit? What айу thrifty family I don't spend a 
makes you go to pieces? lot of money on things that are 

Just having kids make you in- frivolous. I have a house. I have 
credibly vulnerable. IF anything two cars. Ihave a regular life. 
happens to my children or if they 
sufer or if they feel sad, it wrecks What do you like to do with the 
me. You have to realize that the kids? 
‘most important thing аз a mother Ме listen to live music every 
is just being there, consistent, part weekend. My son likes to dance. 
of their lives, trying to show them He's а good dancer My daughter 
that even out of bad things come and I like to see movies. She likes 
really wonderful, positive things. то play dress-up. She's very imagi- 2 е 4 


native and very much a dreamer. AD 
"When you need a shoulder to VA | 


ery on, who do you goto? What is that life like in front of х i КП 
T talk to my mother alot She is the paparazzi? > 1 f $ 
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This isn't a life that I ever imag- certain point, you just have to live 

ined. I thought I was going to be a your Ше and do what you do. You 

doctor. It really helps to know can't avoid the ice cream store be- 

where you're from and remember cause you're afraid that people are 

that. It informs everything I do, going to be there. I'd be more wor- 

certainly every movie choice I пей about it if Tm not comfortable b 

make. Its one of those things that pre ; 0 
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An evening 
with Nonoy 


"AN EVENING WITH 
Dr. Nonoy Zuñiga & 
Power Joints” goes 
on stage at the 
MetroBar, West Ave. 
Quezon City at 9:30 
tonight. 

The show, con- 
ceived to help en- 
lighten the public on 
the effectiveness ofa 
health supplement 
for osteoarthritis, 
will top-bill Zuñiga, 
a pop singer-doctor 
who endorses Power 
Joints. 

Performing with 
Zuñiga are Juan 
Rodrigo, Јепіпе 
Desiderio with the 
Lucida voices, Mari 
Nallos, The Go Girls 
Dancers and Dr. Per- 
ry Tan. 

The concert is di- 
rected by Dingdong 
Cabazor, with musi- 
cal direction by Bob- 
by Gomez and Rolly 
Limun. 


ROUNDUP 


‘Beowulf’ in 
3D format 
WARNER BROS’ 
fantasy adventure 
“Beowulf,” the latest 
film from director 
Robert Zemeckis, is 
being shown at the 
Imax Theater of the 
SM Mall of Asia ens 
tirely in 3D format. 
Inspired by the 
9th century English 
epic poem, the film 
stars led by Ray 
Winstone, Anthony 
Hopkins, ^ John 
Malkovich, Robin 
Wright Penn, Bren- 
dan Gleeson, 
Crispin Glover, Ali- 
son Lohman and 
Angelina Jolie. 


CMMA 


awardee 

DZMM Radyo Pa- 
trol Sais Trenta re- 
cently bagged three 
awards at the 2007. 
Catholic Mass Me- 
dia Awards (CM- 
MA). 

The station won 
the CMMA for Best 
News Program. 
Radyo Patrol B: 
ta"), Best Drama Рго- 
gram (“Maalaala Мо 
Kaya sa DZMM”) and. 
Best Business Pro- 
gram or Feature for 
Radio (Radyo 
Negosyo”). 


Invitational 


screening 

The acion fim 
“Hitman,” _ starring 
Timothy Olyphant, 
will have an invita- 
tional screening to- 
morrow at Gateway 
Cinema. 

Olyphant stars as 
Agent 47, a mysteri- 
ous, complex man of 
profound contradic- 
tions bred from the 
worlds deadliest 
criminals, but raised 
by an exiled brother- 
hood ofthe Church. 

The 20th Century 
Fox movie, which also 
stars Dougray Scott, 
Olga Kurylenko, 
Robert Knepper, Ul- 
rich Thomsen, Henry 
lan Cusick апі 
Michael Offei, is dis- 
tributed by Wamer 
Bros. and opens on 
Nov 21, 
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NEW YORK—THE 
QUAID twins have ar- 
rived, Dennis Quaid 
and his wife, Kimber- 
ly, welcomed Thomas 
Boone and Zoe Grace 
on Thursday in Santa 
Monica, California, 
the actors publicist, 


V CHEER + 
FACTOR 
BI 


Cara 


ents of the twins, 
who were born to a 
surrogate mother, 
Thomas weighed 6 
pounds, 12 ounces; 
his sister weighed 5 
pounds, 9 ounces. 
Quaid, 53, has a 15- 


yéarold son, Jack Henry, 


Tripicchio, said Monday. The from his marriage to Meg 
AP 


couple are the biological par- Ryan. 
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Massage Chair 
Р13,583.33/то, 


Oz 


P3,133.33/mo. 7 
6 mos. 
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Foot Massager 
with Warmer 


\ P433.34 Imo. 
9 mos. 


Maxsell Power Drill 


Radio Flyer 
Voyager 
Canopy Wagon 
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СА 
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Five Season 
Air Cleaner 
Coleman Belted 
Steel Cooler 


P4,603.25/mo, 
3 moss 


Lifetime Folding 
Picnic Set 
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Pinay-Canadian upsets tûp 
favorites in Miss Earth 07 


By Armin Adina 
Photos by Raffy Lerma 


FILIPINO-CANADIAN JESSICA NICOLE 
Trisko was crowned Miss Earth in the sev- 
enth edition of the environmentally-con- 
scious beauty pageant held Sunday night аг 
the University of the Philippines Theater in 
Diliman, Quezon City. 

Jessica bested 87 other candidates for 
the $20,000 cash prize. She wowed the au- 
dience with her towering 5710” frame and 
impressed the judges with her answers. 

For the final question, “How will you de- 
scribe the beauty of mother nature to a 
blind child?", the 21-year-old political sci- 
ence student quipped: "It is as sweet as the 
sweetest rose, as soft as the softest leaf, and 
like the birds singing on top of the trees.” 

For the first time, the Philippine bet 
missed the semifinals. Early favorites, con- 
sidered strong contenders by pageant fans, 
also failed to make the grade. 

Hometown girl Jeanne Ham, a seasoned 
model blessed with flawless complexion, a 
gorgeous face, killer curves, graceful gait 
and outstanding communication skills, 
bagged only the Miss Photogenic award. 

Others who failed to make it to the circle 
of finalists were blonde bombshell Galyna 
Andreeva of Ukraine, Catherine Zeta-Jones 


ENTERTA 


— Shy NUMER 


" 


dead ringer Barbara Tatara of Poland, Kore- 
an charmer Yoo Jee Eun, Brazil's Patricia 
Andrade (who is likened to compatriot 
2004 Miss Earth Priscilla Meirelles), Miss 
Universe veteran Leilah Pandy of Belize and 
Mexico's Maria Fernanda Canovas. 

There were also expectations that Viet- 
пап Truong Truc Diem would crack the 
semis, not only because her country co- 
hosted the pageant, but also because she 
was stunning. 

India made a back-to-back Miss Earth-Air 
finish with Pooja Chitgopeker this year, 
while Best in Swimsuit and Best in Long 
Gown Silvana Santaella of Venezuela was 
proclaimed Miss Earth-Water. The Venezue- 
lan model was winner of the Miss Italia nel 
Mondo pageant several years back. 

Spain's Andrea Gomez finished fourth as 
Miss Earth-Fire. Semifinalist Bokang Mont- 
jane of South Africa received the coveted 
Beauty fora Cause award. 

‘The Miss Earth pageant, conceived in the 
Philippines and lauded for its ground- 
breaking environmental platform, contin- 
ued to attract top-caliber candidates this 
year. 

But the production itself left much to be 
desired. 

The coronation night lasted almost four 
hours, weighed down by drab choreogra- 
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THE S'10" beauty walks in her swimsuit. 


phy and stretched segments. The actual 
show wrapped up around 12:30 a.m. while 
the delayed telecast on ABS-CBN ended 
past a.m. 

‘The candidates also had difficulty navi- 
gating the stairs, which dominated the 
shoddy stage. Inconsistent and nauseating 
camera shots lent an amateurish impres- 
sion on the show. 

MTV VJ Utt from Thailand was visually 
appealing as host, but his spiels were pep- 
pered with sexist remarks. 

During the semifinal swimsuit round, his 
comment on the candidates’ swaying hips 
sounded a bit crass. He also urged Miss In- 
dia to kiss him after the announcement of 
the Top 4. 

Still, the Miss Earth pageant's quick rise 
in popularity is commendable. The candi- 
dates’ quality continues to improve and its 
advocacy is worth emulating. 


Reese... 


From page KS 
inmy own life. 


Can you share with 
us the flaws of Reese 
Witherspoon? 

А, annoying. B, bel- 
ligerent. Certainly, I 
have a lot of flaws. 
Just ask my friends. I 
ruminate a lot, too. 
Thats difficult. Some- 
times that can be 
counterproductive. 
So when I do that, I 
just put on my run- 
ning shoes and run in- 
stead. That helps a 


produced. 

Its a wonderful 
movie about a young 

ютап (Christina 
Ricci) who is bom 
with the face of a pig. 
In order to get rid of 
it, she has to fall in 
love with a man and 
make him love her. Its 
a wonderful fable, a 
fairy taletype movie 
that has a message 
about selflove and 
leaming to appreciate 
yourself. I was really 
happy to be part of 
the producing team. 
In the film, I play 
Christina's best friend 
whos a fasttalking, 
funny — motorcyde- 
driving delivery girl 
and who Ше to 
drink. It was fun for 
me. 


Email the colum- 
nist at rmepales 5585 
@yahoo.com and read 
his blog, “The Nepales 
Report,” on wwwin- 
quirerblog- 
gers.net/nepalesre- 


= 
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Website: www. ingulrer.netentertainment 
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RITA AVILA 


OUR pet dogs Kenzo, 3, Set- 
suko, 4, and their puppy Itsue 
helped me cope with depres- 
sion over the death of my son, 
Elia Jesu. They are half-poo- 
dle and half- Labrador. 

Kenzo (light brown in color) 
was the reason my TV director- 
husband Erick Reyes became a 
dog lover. Setsuko (black) was 


| named after the lead character | 


in the Japanese anime "Grave of 
the Fireflies.” Isue (dark 
brown) was born on Christmas 
Day He was a welcome surprise 
to me and my husband when 
we arrived home from church 
that day. 

We enjoy walking with them 
every night. And because they 
normally sleep in our bedroom, 
we wipe their feet with wet tis- 
sue before going to bed. We also 
take them to the grooming cen- 


ter every two months. They are | 


DOMINIC 
OCHOA 


FOR the past few 
weeks, Ive been read- 
ing "Espafiol" by the 
Berlitz language 
school, as preparation 
for our шр to 
Barcelona, Spain, 
where scenes of 
“Sakal, Sakali, Saklo- 
1o” (starring Judy Ann 
Santos and Ryan Ag- 
ondllo) were shot. I 
am tying to master 
basic Spanish. After 
graduating from col- 
lege, I took up Span- 
ish. But after a while, I 
forgot all about it 
since I didn’t practice 
often enough. Му 
dad, who speaks a lit- 
tle Spanish, wants me 
to learn different lan- 
guages. 1 bring it to 
the set of “Shall We 
Dance." read a chap- 
ter a day for at least 
three hous. But I 
have to keep review- 
ing previous lessons 
so that I wont get 
confused — especial- 
Ју when it comes to 
the verbs. 
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Actor-activist gets humanitarian pes for Tibetan work 


PHILADELPHIA—RICHARD GERE, WHO 
has donated time and money to the causes 
for Tibetan independence and HIV/AIDS 
care, accepted a prestigious humanitarian 
award given by the city of Philadelphia. 


‘On Monday, the actor was given the Mar- 
ian Anderson Award, named after the black 
American opera singer who achieved inter- 
national acclaim by the mid-1930s but 
faced racial segregation at home. 
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“Hilarious... SUPERBAD 
packs in more gut-busting laughs 
than уои! be able to count." 

“Pele Travers 


Agen 


“A comedy in the tradition 
of AMERICAN PIE, 
Oniy miles smarter 
and much fumier” 
~Karen Durbin 


Gere, 58, accept- 
ed the honor and its 
$100,000 honorari- 
um at a gala at the 
Kimmel Center for 
the Performing Arts. 

"Tm not worthy of 
this award in any 
way whatsoever” 
Gere said. "I cant 
tell you how this 
makes me feel. My 
heart is so wide 
open." 

Gere was lauded for taking on the dual 
role of artist and activist before it became 
fashionable, lending his fame and finances 
to global issues. 

Gere, a Buddhist, has advocated Tibetan 
independence from Chinese rule since 
1978. He co-founded the Tibet House and 
is board chair of the International Cam- 
paign for Tibet. 

He established Healing the Divide, a pub- 
lic charity for improving care for HIV/AIDS 
patients, and a philanthropic foundation 
bearing his name helps humanitarian orga- 
nizations. 

‘Anderson became the first black person 
to perform at the White House in 1939 and 
the first black soloist at the Metropolitan 
Opera in New York in 1955. She received 
the Medal of Freedom in 1963 and died in 
1993 at age 96. 
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HIP-HOP 
artist 
Wyclef Jean, 
second 
from right, 
and model 
Petra 
Nemcova, 
right, 
introduce 
Haiti's poor 
kids to the 
computer.ie 


Hero of the slums 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, 

Haiti—Hip-hop star 
Wyclef Jean was 
given a hero's wel- 
come in one of 
Haiti's most desti- 
tute slums on Mon- 
day riding the 
shoulders of his 
cheering country- 
men to the site of a 
small-business pro- 
jecthe helped devel- 


Оп his first trip to 
Haiti since being 
named a roving am- 
bassador by Presi- 
dent Rene Preval in 
January the musi- 
cian met legislators 
and accompanied ly every major for- 
Czech model Petra eign ambassador for 
Nemcova toaschool ai 
in the impoverished 
neighborhood 
where he was born. 

Jean, who moved 


to Brooklyn as a 
young boy then 
changed into a-pin- 
striped suit to ask a 
luncheon crowd of 
businessmen, the 
UN envoy and near- 


“We need all your 
money, we need all 
уаз support, but 
lers put it to pro- 
grams .. that teach 
Kids how to move the 
country — forward," 
Jean told dignitaries 
atarestaurant in the 
hills above the capi- 
tal, Port-au-Prince. 
In the port slum 
of Cite Soleil, Jean, 
who had success as 
а member of the 
Grammy-winning 
group The Fugees 
and a solo artist, 
was carried along by 
a crowd of 1,000 
people who yelled 
his name ^ and 
danced past bullet- 
scarred shacks and 
the noxious smell of 
open sewers. At one 
point, Jean bowed 
his head im silent 
prayer. AP 
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TriNoma - 901 30 


Christmas Concert Series feat, KUH LEDESMA 
November 11; 6pm; Activity Center 
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Bossa Nova Christmas 
November 16 & 23; Greenbelt 3 Park 


Pre-Christmas 10 to 10 Salel 
November 16 to 18 and 23 to 25 
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Monterey and Virginia Foods Event 
November 11; 3pm to 7pm; Activity Center 
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Offer may not be availed of in conjunction with other promotion. 
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At theTriNoma Park Activity Center, PUN 
November 4: Kuh Ledesma with The UP Jazz Ensemble 


At the TriNoma Park (4th Level) at 7:00 pm 
November 10: Basil Valdez with The UP Singing Ambassadors 


Jobstreet Job Fair 
November 14 to 15, Activity Center 


Repertory Philippines presents Disney's CINDERELLA Kids 
August - December 2007 


— M сот. 


hell National Students Art Exhibition - 100 Best Entries & Winners 


jovemiber 8 to 18, 2007; Ground Floor 
TH to 21 loc. 14 or email museum. inquiryGayalamuseum. org. 


Rhythm Academy: Kyla with Tiples De Sto. Domingo 
November 17; 7pm; TriNoma Park 


Rhythm Academy: Sam Concepcion 
with the Augustinian Larks 
December 9; 6pm; Activity Center 


November 17: Kyla with Tiples De Sto. Domingo 
Concierge Hotline: 901-3000; Tex Ayala Mall lo 2948 


MICKEY PERZ 


JILLIANE Hoffman's and Sophie Zietz's first 
book “Cupido,” written in German, is my fa- 
vorite book. I enjoyed reading it so much 
that Pm now looking forward to seeing 
their second book. It's about a lawyer who 
got raped when she was young and ends up 
defending a rapist. It's super-detailed. It re- 
ally got me into reading. 
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KRIS BERNAL 

I love my bedroom. I'm. 
not comfortable when 
sleep in other rooms. I pre. 
fer my room because I сап 
really relax there. Plus, ту 
room is a complete pack 


age. Everything is there: my {| 


TV iPod, laptop, books and 
stuffed toys. Ever since I | 
saw the bedroom of Sum- 
mer (played by actress 


Rachel Bilson) on the TV j 


show “The OC,” dreamt of ; 
having a four-poster bed, 


too. It looked like the bed of `° 


a princess. Then, I found { 


this beautiful bed in the у 


mall. So I immediately 
bought it with my cash + 
prize from “Starstruck.” It. ° 
‘was а dream-come-true for y 
me. 
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closely to the beach-ho 
motif. 


All tha 


Yasmien Kurdi has 
, turned her city home 
„into a Palawan 


16 


getaway 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 
Photos by August dela Cruz 


S THE CARPENTER WAS in- 
stalling bamboo slats on her 
bedroom’s ceiling, 
“Starstruck” alumna Yasmien Kur- 
di was crouching on the floor, di- 
recting the man’s every move. 

She admits that she was “hands-on,” border- 
ing on the obsessive-compulsive, in renovating 
the three-storey pad. 

The idea was to turn her Quezon City home 
into a Palawan rest house. An urban beach 
house. 

"I love vacationing there,” she says of the is- 
Jand paradise. "I go to Palawan to swim, dive 
and surf” 

"А Lebanese Filipino, Yas is a bona fide water 
baby. 

“When Iwas young, our house in Kuwait 
was near the ocean,” she recalls. “T even have a 
photo where I was swimming with dolphins." 

Since work forces her to live in the city she 
has chosen to bring the ocean to her home 
through the décor — filing up the place with 
‘mementos from beaches here (Palawan) and 
abroad (Thailand). 

“Tasked kids in Palawan to make the 
seashell curtain divider,” she notes. 

A framed seashell collection also hangs by 
the dining area. "It has rare shells. One piece 
costs P250,” she relates. 

‘The native curtain dividers (including a 
playful fish design) hanging in her bedroom 
‘was bought in Cebu. 

‘Says Yas! mom Miriam: "Every time she 
comes home from provincial shows, she buys 
something new for the house.” 

She also scattered fave snapshots all over 
the house: from the cover of her second CD 
“Yas: Love is АШ Need" to souvenir shots from 
the set of "Pasan Ko ang Daigdig.” 

For sure, shell also display a photo from her 
recent pictorial with People for the Ethical 
‘Treatment of Animals (Peta). 

‘Yas isa staunch vegetarian and animal 
rights activist. 


BEDROOM leads to a terrace teeming with potted plants. 


Вальо 
BEACH mementos in 
the hallway 


i from Palawan to 
1 make this seashell 
Î decor. 


Displayed in the living room is a sungka (а 
Filipino game played with seashells, of course) 
that she found in Tiendesitas. 

“1 also got the native sala set from Tiendesi- 
tas.” she recounts. 

A prized find is the very Pinoy bench by the 
stairs. “It was on sale at the Rockwell Power- 
plant Mall. It was originally priced at P20,000, 
‘but I gotit for only P5,000,” she says with 
pride. 

Even the pocket garden on the second floor 
hews closely to the beach theme. 

Мот Miriam filled the garden with flower- 
ing plants and vines. "I want it to look like a 
rainforest.” 

‘Yas describes the home's design concept as 
“halo-halo.” 

Very eclectic, the interior is a mix of native 
pieces and Chinese antiques from her great 
grandmother. 

On the second floor isa black mah jong 
table with matching armoire where Yas keeps 
her awards and trophies — from Little Miss 
Philippines Kuwait to Myx Best New Artist. 

Inher bedroom, she also displayed gifts 
from friends and fans — like a mother-of-pearl 
inlaid baul (wooden chest) from Sultan Ku- 
darat. 

“Itwas a present from a local politician. She 
loved the fact that I knew how to speak Ara- 


MOTHER of pearl inlaid baul is a gift from a Sultan Kudarat 


politician. 
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A well-traveled friend also gave her a jewel- 
1y box shaped like Africa. “It came from South 
Africa and the key of the box is the country 
Kenya.” 

"Originally our house only had two floors,” 
Miriam recalls. "When we had it renovated, we 
added an attic as her bedroom." 

lake that bedroom-slash-gym. 
decided to put a treadmill and stationary 
bike in my room," Yas says. 

When she jogs in UP Diliman, autograph- 
and snapshot-hungry fans follow her around, 
mom explains. 

"In her room, she can do anything she 
wants, like singing and dancing on her own,” 
Miriam says. 

The house is meant asa haven of relaxation. 
“But when I look out of my bedroom win- 
dow, [see not the ocean, but the GMA 7 build- 

ing,” Yas jokes. 

Still, she considers her home a mini-nature 
retreat. 

"The living room window used to face a 
blank wall” Yas recounts. "At first, I wanted to 
install fake water falls there. My mom suggest- 
ed that we put in fems and bromeliads in- 
stead.” 

She loved monis idea because it completes 
the soothing beach house ambience. 

“When it rains naman, I can still have the 
water falls effect,” Yas quips. 
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FOUNTAIN adds a touch of 
serenity to the pocket garden. 


» 


VIBRANT bedspread and fish ceramic decor add color to the resort theme. 
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INDUSTRY awards and school medals share 
space in the antique Chinese armoire. 
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FLORAL stained 
glass design on 
her bathroom 
door isa 
personal choice. 


Т from Palawan. 


HER МОМ turned the second-floor terrace 
into a pocket garden. 


DAILY workouts on the treadmill and 
stationary bike keep her fit. 
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afi: Nove bor 9, 2007 to December 3; 2007. Por DTNCR Pormit No 4742 Suis of 2007 
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FREE GAS 
STOVE 


PLEASE PRESENT THIS COUPON TO AVAIL OF PROMO, Yi on ca њето oniy tor L6. 


sty ono бу coupon pr asa 
VALID ON CASN a CARO TRANSACTIONS FOR SANYO, CONDURA, WHERLPOOL AND ELECTEOU. 


FREE 7" 
MINI FAN 


 WANABISNIHTF7OLFAN 


acie Fac TV om 
ay меча сото TV 


PLEASE PRESENT THIS COUPON TO AVAIL OF PROMO, Velden cash vamactont anty for LS. £ Sieh one CD coupon per tons 
VALID ON CASN A CAAD TRANEACTIONS FOR SHATA SANTO, TL, AND нал eter corneren win a 


олон ту Wow: 01330 82+ Cre С Congo P? 238/3520 «aoo ии батан 


* 6,041.25 ro. 
SONY KLV 40V300A 
40" LCD TV; 80001 
Contrast Ratio 
SRP P144,990 


gL 


P 7,498.33 /mo. 
PHILIPS 37PFL7422 
з LCDTV 
WITH 10,000 PRODUCT 
DISCOUNT 
SRP P89,980 


? 4,999.92 њо. 
LG 32LCAR 32" LCD TV 
8000:1 Contrast Ratio 
FREE HT-2025F 
SRP P59,999 


? 2,24917 то 


JVC 2957 27 29" Super Slim Flat TV 
WITH FREE TV RACK! 

ADD P1990 FOR A DVD PLAYER 
SRP P26,990 


21,832.50 љо. 


SONY KV SZ292N60 
29" Flat TV, MTS Stereo 

ADD P500 FOR FREE TV RACK 
ADD P1999 FOR A DVD PLAYER 
SRP P21,990 


P 1718.17 њо. 


LG 29FX4BL 29" Flat TV 


SRP P20,618 


Enjoy the lightness of the holidays with 
O% interest Installment using your 
Metrobank Credit Card! 


lemon E Rent FERGAS RAL i uta Lr rnd Hal Pol 49 0462/0404 Ea Lc East Grand Ма Pase 8r IO t QB BAN JUAN Grete 7170/0850 TAGUIG Нали: Martat 00 


=? 3,222.11 mo. 

7 SHARP LA-32BX6M 
32 LCDTV 
FREE BRACKET PLUS ADD. 
5,000 FOR A HOME THEATER 
SRP P57,998 т 


7 * 3,991.67. 


SAMSUNG LA 32581 32" LCD 
TV; 70001 Contrast Ratio 
ADD 5,000 FOR A HTX20. 
SRP OLD: 54,900 

New: P47,900 


* 4,581.67 љо. 


PHILIPS 32TA2800 

32" LCDTV 

FREE HTS-3,000 & 5,000 
PRODUCT DISCOUNT 


SRP P54,980 


*790 уто. 


PHILIPS ZIPTSOOG 21" Flat TV; 
Full AV Stereo. DVD Output. 
WITH FREE TV RACK! 


SRP P9,480 


P 666.50 љо. 


SHARP ZIV-FR75M 21" Flat ТУ; 
181 Channel, Compatible Tuner 
ADD P999 FOR A DVD. 
PLAYER - CASH BASIS ONLY 


SRP P7,998 


SANYO 21" Conventional TV 
ST-ZICEVV 


` * 
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Celebrate A Season of Wishful Thinking, Gift Giving & Smart Shopping! 


Digicams 


*1,582.22 һә. 


OLYMPUS FE280 

8 Megapixel, 3x Optical 
Zoom, 25" LCD screen 
SRP P18,995 


? 4,944.39 љо, 


SONY DVD608 
2.8' LCD Sereen, 
40x Optical Zoom 


SRP P34,999 


P 2,245.83 mo. 


CANON IXUS 9501S 

8.0 Megapixel, 4x Optical 
Zoom with Optical Image 
Stabilizer 

SRP P26,950 


P 2,291.67. 


CANON DC210 
27' LCD Screen, 
25x Optical Zoom 


SRP P27,500 


\ @ 2957,50 ma 


APPLE iPod Nano 
8GB, Holds 1000 
songs, up to 24 hours 
playback 

SRP P1,480 


?2,916.58 л. 


SONY T200 
81 Megapixel, 5x Optical 
Zoom, 3.5” touch screen LCD 


SRP P34,999 


P 2444.39 mo. 


SONY DCR 5R42 
25" LCD Screen, 40x Optical 
Zoom, 30 GB Hard Drive 


SRP P43,999 


? $7417 њо. 
APPLE iPod Shuffle 
1GB, Holds up to 
240 songs 
SRP P4,490 


P 2,066.66 л. 


PALMONE Treo 680 
Quad band, Bluetooth 
12 wireless technology, 
Infrared (IR) 

SRP P24,800 


— 5 
| y 


° 4166.61 mo. 
SONY HOR HCS 
10x Optical Zoom, 40 GB 
Hard Drive 
SRP P74,999 


INTEREST 


on Installment 


Purchases 


Space Saving 
Bottom 
AV Multi 


DVD Component Тарш/ 
2 AV Inputs 


E 


'hrlstmas Season! 


Elegant Two-Tone Design. 
Full St 
AV Mult 
DVD Component Input/ 
2 AV Inputs 
Auto Volum 


System, Full Stereo 


DVD Component Input/ 


Elegant Two-Tone Design 

Full Stereo. 

AV Multi-System 

DVD Component Input 
2 AV Inputs 


ponent Input/ 
AV Input 
ave Wireless Sound. 


[FREE ТЕМ | 


TV RACK 


2 AV Inputs 
Auto Volume L 


ADD 5,000 FOR "' 
HOME THEATER 


LG Eiecironice: 
TO, Lapin M Mon Pai ORY | f. MA io Ps е маа ы | HEKÊ SAETÎ 7 н otl мя | C tho NT мб. 208 eH ET, вест 
por 


LG ZIFB3RB / 21” inch TV, High 
picture quality with exquisite design 
WITH FREE TV RACK! 


d 


28-93. 


SHARP Washing Machine 
ES470W / 4.7kg Single Tub 


Giveaw 


^9,998 
LG UI7ICLS 
Refrigerator 


Y) 
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THE SLIMFLAT SERIES. MADE TO IMPRESS. 


Top-of-the-line elegance best describes TCL's SLIMFLAT series. From its exceptional 
glossy black finish, to its extraordinary widescreen format, you can tell that the 
SlimFlat model is made to impress. Amazing picture clarity plus a unique audio 
experience prove that the SLIMFLAT series is definitely world-class. 


ads 2007 
Гот 
Awqroce 


RCA in the USA is TCL in Asia. 


РЕА 474 
fofine st 


PHILIPS HTS-5000 
CD/DVD Player; 51 Speaker 
SRP P9,990 


CONDURA Aircon 
WCONDOOGEA O5 HP, 


MOTOROLA V3X% 
13 Mega Pixels Camere, МРЗ, 
SMS, MMS, VGA Сай Camera 


i5limelat 


The Creative Life 


ABENSON 


*1990 


PHILIPS DVD Player 
DVP 4050 


SONY Cybershot. 
DSC S650 72 Mega 
Pixels, 3x Zoom 


FUJIDENZO SM-18 S/W 
0 CF / MANUAL 


*2,598 
SHARP ОТСО 700W 
CD/Cassette Player 


n. 


*1999 
CREATIVE zen 
Sone ISB PS 


PHILIPS нолае" ‘¥ 
Cottee Maker 10 cupe 


*8,950 


WOW Magic Sing 
ED 9000 


PHILIPS DVD Micro 
Component / 
MCD-1398 


DOWELL Air Cooler 
ARC-90 


*2,698 
DOWELL IGF-522 
Foncue Grit 


*2/48 
DOWELL WDT-708 
Hot & Cold Dispenser. 


?2,499 

LG DV-246K DVD Player 
„Super Slim Design 
"Component / S-Video 


? 1,998 
DOWELL ТВ-7505 
Turco Broder 


"ELECTROLUX 2209 
‘Vacuurh Cleaner 


"Rustic Г 


©\ 
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Thinking op pn , ren 
Electrolux | 


&oreting а Triougrit 
igctrolux Cnrlstrriais 


This season, ВЕ brings you 
irresistible Christmas treats! 
FREE Shellane 11kg 


with purchase of any 

FREE P4,000 to P6,000 Г Electrolux built-in hob 
Gift Certificate when you buy gk 

p an Electrolux front load washer [Ed 

| © Participating Brands: Calvin Klein, Ralph Lauren, М P16,000.00 Ox 
4 ep ıı Сою Haan, Kenneth Cole, Lacoste 220% 6 ки 
Saisie А * 90 cm black glass hob 
: * 3 gas burners inclusive of 2 wok burners 


2 2 * completely sealed burners 
جف‎ комм 


Р21,500.00 (у, 1 
( e EEE interest A E FREE P300 Gift Certificate for 


Cik Work пах aver. Purefoods Fiesta Ham with purchase 
of any 8 cu ft or larger 2-door 
Electrolux refrigerator model 


interest 


a 10 cu ft 2-door no-frost refrigerator 
* tempered glass shelves 
P34,900.00 Ox 1 s Pacific Silver finish 


0724 топі merest 
© 7kg front load washer 


Grab a copy of our Christmas Catalog today to see 
more of what Electrolux has in store for you! 

Available at: 

SM Appliance Stbres • Abenson • Anson's Emporium • Automatic Centre  Saver's Mart e Ocampo's 


Promo runs from November 1, 2007 to January 15, 2008 
Emcor • Metro Gaisano • Robinsons Appliance and other leading appliance stores nationwide it # 5340 Series of 2007 


